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INTRODUCTION. 



It is not of every man, nor even of every distinguished 
or great or useful man, that the biography should be written 
and given to the public. Better for the world, better for 
posterity, if the lives of thousands of the noble, the envied, 
the illustrious even, were forgotten or unknown— if their 
names were buried in oblivion. The great reason is, that 
whatever streaks of glory or specific excellence adorned 
them, the evil is greater than the good, their vices predomJ* 
nate in the picture, their examples are at once bewitching 
and mischievous. If it is the end and use of biqgraphy to 
benefit mankind, to improve the living, and to mould the 
manners of coming ages, in accordance with the best stand* 
ards and the finest specimens of attainable virtue, then is it 
obvious why the lives of good men, and ordinarily of good 
men only, ought to be given to their contemporaries and 
preserved for the imitation of future generations. And 
this seems to be the meaning of the inspired sentiment; The 
memory of the just is blessed^ hut the name <jf the toioked shall rot 

It is with impressions of this sort that we welcome the 
forthcoming memoir, of one whose biography, or the general 
principles and acts of whose life, ought to be published that 
they may become the possession of the community. The 
late Elihu W. Baldwin, D. D. the preacher, the pastor, 
and the president, was a person of rare attainments and ac- 
complished excellence. The present writer knew him well 
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from the year 1818 till his late lamented death ; and is qual- 
ified in this respect to sketch the outline of his character. 
Woiild that he were equally competent to do justice to a 
finished portrait ! There are few men that have died in the 
present century, whose excellencies were so exemplary, so 
consistent, and so heavenly ; and the whole combination of 
whose personal quaUties presented a fairer example for the 
imitation of youth, for the edification of age, or for the useful 
contemplation of all readers. 

Without much that would be esteemed brilUant or lauded 
as great his mind was vigorous and well-disciplined, its 
productions were always respectable and sound, its tenden* 
cies were useful and amiable, and as its exhibitions always 
sustained the character of its possessor, so ^y warranted 
and conciliated the confidence of the public. In its different 
positions and spheres of service, in its varying aspects and 
relations of trial, few minds have shown such imtformity of 
excellence, such sameness of character in the constant and 
trying vicissitudes of circumstances, such equanimity of wis- 
dom, of patience, and of faith in God. Hence he had in- 
fluence wherever he went — illustrative of the sentiment of 
some author, that influence, especially in a minister of Christ, 
is mainly constituted of four qualities, with their due propor- 
tions, combinations, and manifestations, in active life ; and 
these ar^— benevolence, consistency, himiility, prosperity. 
The last refers to one's success in what he undertakes, in- 
ferring some of the attributes of a master, as contradistinguish- 
ed from those who possess all good qualities in general or in 
the abstract, but in action, or the conduct of matters, owing 
to some faulty causes, generally fail, and so disappoint the 
hope they knew too well how to raise and expand. The 
second quality, in an inverse order, is necessary to prevent 
envy, suspicion, and that vain ambition which is ever busy 
and importimato in its sinuous works, where it is not super- 
seded by a genuine evangelical humility. The third is ne- 
cessary to give a definition to the whole man, showing that 
his virtues are not the fitful episodes of his way or the mere 
exceptions to the tenor of his living character. And the 
fourth shows, as it were, the source or the soul of all bis other 
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excelleneies, that piety towards Grod and th€ phflanthropjr 
of Christ transfused into his bosom, have made it the citadel 
of the graces and the tem^de of devotion. The man who 
possesses these four qualities and evinces them in the duties 
of the ministry, public and private, must have influence. He 
deserves it ; that influence is sale and of the best kind, as its 
sphere also is noble, elevated, incomparable ! Such an influ- 
ence had our beloved brother — ^aod ndio so debauched or de- 
graded in character as ever to grudge it to him ? He was not 
the man to abuse it, — no one suspected his motives. All men 
listened to his speech, sinoe, with no pretending affectation, 
there was a commanding power in it, the dignity of goodness, 
the eloquence of love, the persuasion and the voice of wis- 
dom ; a fellow-servant, with a fellow-^deling, persuading hi* 
fellow creatures in the way of salvation. 

It is common for men of regulated minds and in all profes- 
sions, to have each a paragon, an individual that is made the 
standard of imitation, as it were the impersonation ot* an ideal 
excellence. True, in the supreme respect, a minister of Christ 
ought ever to make his blessed Master his only paragon, 
and aim at conformity to so high a model in all his conduct 
And few ministers of the Son of God, perhe^, in our day, 
came nearer in this, to what ought to be, than Dr. Bcddwin. 
He studied the character of Christ, took him as his example 
as well as 'his propitiation, and sighed ingenuously as he saw 
and felt the defects which measured the diflerence between 
all that was and all that ought to be. StiU, in subordinate 
relations, he had a human paragon whom he imitated, as well 
as honored, in a degree extraordinary, perhaps xmequalled. 
This was none other than his revered preceptor and friend, 
the late Presid^it of Yale College, Dr. Dwight And truly 
he could not have found in our whole country, probably, a 
better example of varied excellence. He riiowed the gener* 
ous and elevated aspirations of his own mind, in selecting 
such a standard. He vaunted not his preference. Not every 
one knew his secret homage to the character of that distui* 
guished man. Without servility, idolatry, or superstition, he 
venerated and strove to resemble him, in every attainable 
exoelleHce. In theology, in science, in principles and max* 
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ims, in manners and habits, in sentiments, and above all in 
piety, he copied President Dwight — sometimes, possibly, 
even to a fault In the main, however, it was well done, and 
his whole character realized the advantage. 

In the whole curriculum of his college life, he had felt the 
weight, as well as rejoiced in the Ught, of that gigantic and 
accomplished mind, that presided over it with such distin* 
guished ability ; and the impression he retained of it was 
complete and indelible. In all the relations and duties of 
professional life, in his studies, his manners, his sentiments, 
his intercourse with ministerial brethren, his bdiavior in the 
domestic circle, and even in his recreation8-»-T;diich were 
few and moderate, the image of that incomparable man, 
that dignified and consistent Christian, that learned and ir- 
resistible preacher, that amiable and richly communicative 
companion, that affectionate husband and venerable father, 
the image of his excellent preceptor seemed ever present be- 
fore him. And when himself acceded to die duties of a pres- 
ident, where, in his brief but bright career, he so justly en- 
deared himself to his associates of the faculty, to his admir- 
ing students, and to the whole community, who felt his 
presence as a signal acquisition and moiffoed his exit as a 
public loss, his recoUeotions, contemplations, and imitations, 
of the mature and useful wisdom of President Dwight, were 
among the unseen but efficient causes of his great success, 
of his universal as well as solid popularity. Few stadents 
of the many hundreds of Yalenses, who enjoyed the bene- 
fits of his able and energetic administration, ever observed 
or studied their president, or perhaps appreciated him, at 
once so highly and so justly, as Dr. Baldwin. Few were so 
well acquainted with his whole character, its springs • and 
principles, its general bearings and its minute accomplish- 
ments, its heights and its deptiis of genuine piety. He felt 
deeply its excellence, and as really its attraction. And with- 
out idolatry or servility, he so valued, so remembered, so 
copied, that bright star of literature and piety, so signal, so 
illustrious, and so truly vernacular, that it were not wonder- 
ful if he reaped much advantage from his ingenuous pains- 
taking, ii he somewhat resembled whom he so much 
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revered, if he ehone with a kindred lustre, and became him- 
eelf a star of honor and effulgence in the commercial metrop- 
olis of our county, before he changed his habitation and set 
so prematurely in the West. 

Let no man ask us if Dr. Baldwin was a faultless being? 
If he had nothing but excellencies and virtues ! There is no 
need of the question, no sense in it We are not to deny 
his defects as a man^ his unworthiness as a sinner, his im- 
perfectioDs as a Christian, however impressed we may be 
iBainly with lus worthy qualities, as one of the best even 
among die disciples of the Lamb. But this we say, that, 
if any of his friends knew one of his faults, that one and 
comparatively all others, were much more known, and 
with sincere humiliation, to himself. His virtues were 
in the main all by which any beholder or acquaintance 
could be impressed ; and these we would commemorate, as 
the work* that ybUoto the dead who die in the Lord. 

I. He was, in the estimation of all who knew him, a true 
and esBemplary Christian, Who ever knew what a Christian 
is, and knew him, and doubted it ? We suppose, no one. 
In this respect his piety was sterling. It was the sense of 
the community everywhere, in proportion as he was known. 
Many were wont to say of him. Look at that man and doubt 
the truth of Christian piety, if you can. Others, If you want 
to know what a Christian is, look at Dr. Baldwin, study his 
character, make his acquaintance. This, we know, is high 
y^ panegyric ; yet it is the truth. Would that all disciples, or 

^ even all ministers of Christ, attained to this class, and were 

f*^ such living episUes of €hristf known and read cf all men ! Yet 

'^ some ministers are very equivocal specimens of piety ; and 

^ some are scarcely suspected, by those who know them, of 

^ being suieere and cordial Christians ; and some are supposed, 

by the maj<Mity c^all who know them, to be any other thing 
rather than Christians — they are scholars, theologians^ 
wranglers, bigots, gentiemen, orators, x^estors, and possibly 
moderators of ecclesiastical councils or presidents of col- 
leges ; but the best judges, and the most truly benevolent 
men, most disallow their claims to genuine piety, even when 
they say nothing, and desire to jtidge nothing be/ere the time. 
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In a confidential conversation with Dr. Baldwin, tbe wri- 
ter well recollects some remarks of his on the topic of reg«n. 
eration, connected with his own experience, illustrative of 
the doctrine, and edifying to the Christian. He spoke of his 
previous exercises, his conviction of sin, the gloom of hk 
mind, the misery of his state, and the impenetrable mystery 
in which every thing in religion seemed shrouded. Esp©. 
cially did the subject of regeneration seem mysterious and 
unsatisfactory, while its general truth, as plainly revealed, 
was indubitable. After a melancholy time, said he ia 
which I was quarantined withcnitihegaUsnfthe city, till God 
saw that the discipline was successful to humble and subdue 
me. all at once, the character of God caught my attention. 
I discerned him as good, just, merciful, majestic, condescend^ 
ing, gracious, and immutable, especially as displayed to us 
in the system of redemption j and the object absorbed me. 
I forgot myself. I literally forgot my misery. The horizon 
of my soul was enlarged, and extended from earth to heaven. 
Immediately I began to adore so grand and glorious a God' 
Almighty. My soul said— Worthy, excellent, blessed being! 
How well it is for the universe that he is on the throne I Let 
me go and congratulate all the angels of light, all the sons of 
the morning in heaven, that the Lord God omnipotera reigtieth. 
At length, when I seemed to return, by reflection, earthward* 
from this waking vision, I thought, what fools men are not 
to partake of heaven's joy, and be glad too in his all perfect 
dominion ! What will they ever gain by hating him \ He 
is wise in JieaH and mighty in strength / who hath hardenedhim- 
self against Oody and hath prospered? At all events Move 
him, and will love his infinite loveliness forever I God ishvtu 
Instantly, said he, it occurred to me, that I loved him ! 
I was therefore regenerated ; for he thai loveih is hegoUen cf 
God and knoweih God ! With wonder, love, and praise, I in- 
quired—Is this all ? Ami indeed begoUen of the Spirii ? 
Why did I not love him sooner ? How simple, how easy 
how reasonable, how comfortable, to love God ! All men 
ought to love him. They were made for this, and they 
w^re redeemed for this. I will try to convince them of it, 
and to subserve the influence of the Spirit in bringing them 
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to it This fihali be, if itie will of Grod be bo, the work of 
my life. 

The mystery of regeneration was now removed. Having 
experienced the thing, he could understand the doctrine. 
The vaii on the &ce of the sacred writers no more existed — 
because the vail had been t(dcen away from his own heart 
Henceforth the doctrine of regeneration was very precious 
to him. He was always clear, and mighty, and established 
in it, not to be moved. It pervaded and characterized all 
faiB ministrations. In his sermons, his prayers, his conversa- 
tion, his manners, he nobly exemplified alike the simplicity 
and tiie sublimity of the genuine doctrine. One might much 
better attend to any of his ordinary sermons on the subject, 
to become instructed in its true nature, than to peruse and 
study all the Tractarians of Oxford, and all that Romanize 
with them, a thousand years ; for the truth had made him free 
and dear and true. 

2, He was a man and a Christian of uncommon equanimify 
and consistency. The reason was mainly — that he was prin- 
cipled in all things; and his principles, conversing with 
things unseen and eternal^ were fed and made by the un- 
changeable truth of God. Self-denial and self-government 
were with him habitual. He walked with God. Hence his 
piety was invariable, cheer/ul, and identical. In this respect he 
had few equals. His faith in God delighted in the truth ; 
and it was steady and S3rmmetricai. He seemed always 
eodfttented, and always ready to serve his Master. Without 
passion, without spasm, without extravagance, and with no 
Iknaticism, he was a shining example of Christian piety and 
a good illustration of the life of faith. Hence, 

3. He was distinguished for amiable and correct manners. 
His natural temperament was singularly hapgy, the proper 
ground- work for piety in some of its most engaging attrac- 
tions. But all this was mellowed and rejSned by the peace of 
God and the hope of glory. His countenance beamed with 
love. Religion's radiance lighted up his features, and shed 
ft sheen but soft effulgence over them. His smile was benev- 
olence ; aad it was ever ready to emit its pleasantness, as 
lite representative of profound peace and pleasure in his own 

1* 
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bosom. He was pacific, bland, and obliging, to every h»* 
man being. To quarrel with him — if this was ever done— 
was to ply the laboring oar alone. The combatant must do 
it all himself. He could get no fuel for his fire, no ^mnI (br 
his feeling, no help in his wrath, from one so godlike in his 
kindness and his elevation. He seemed to inhabit higher 
and serener regions— on the top of the sun-lighted mountain, 
where, at a safe distance, he could see the clouds condense^ 
and the lighmings gleam, or hear the rains descending and 
the thunders roiling, below him. He abominated war as the 
horrible opprobrium of Christendom ; and the penof PAcm- 
cos was notorious and honorable as the public denouncer ot 
its barbarian wickedness. Ejus more* cuique fortunat nuts 
faciuntf is a motto that received an honorable illustration in 
him ; the manners of a man are the arbiters of his success 
in life. The manners of Dr. Baldwin were a universal piafls- 
port Little children, as well as their parents, loved his com- 
pany, and were attracted by his winning attentions. Nothing 
rough, austere, or arrogant, was to be seen in all his earriage 
and conduct 

4. He was a man of self-denial and economy. As a practi- 
cal economist of all he had, few equalled him. His money, 
his time, his talents, his incidental opportunities of usefulness, 
were all used wisely and on system. In the earher periods 
of his pastoral service, his income was quite disproportion- 
ately small for the support of his family ; yet all was ordered 
so wisely and well, though this was much owing to the cor- 
responding aid of his excellent partner in life, that he seemed 
to be content not only, but to possess a competence. Were 
the details of his trials and his charities in these times, all 
minutely written and given to the public, the result would be 
interesting, instructive, and even wonderful. He was a pat- 
tern of frugality without meanness, and of beneficence witii- 
out ostentation. 

5. He was a steadfast and genuine friend. This is saying 
much of any man ; especially in times like ours ! He was 
honest, hearty, and durable, as well as discriminating and 
select, in all his confidential attachments. He was not in- 
deed swift or eager to enter into the intiraacies of -friend- 
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Mp. He feared false friends and fa$e kreiknn ; hence, be 
paused, and pondered, before be settled bifi j friendship oa 
any person. But where it was deserved and given, it wa« 
singolariy constant, tender, and unchangeable. He was 
wary without being socqiNoiouB; and whenever he found 
Inmself deceived, he withdrew his friendship decisively — yet 
not without pain and a permanent wound! This rarelyi 
though reaHy, occurred ♦♦»*♦*♦ 
We need not say tiiat his standard of friendship was higb 
and heaveidy ; that it was not made of politics or motives of 
worldly advantage and expediency; that it was ever founded 
on his persuasion of moral excellence in the character of its 
object ; and that its cordial flame burned inextinguishably, 
bright and warm, on the altar of his heart It was balmy, 
soothing, confidential, and delightful. There was heart in 
it— and how much better was it than all the prim formality 
of the got-up friendship that abounds in the world ! The 
man who could deliberately despise, or voluntarily forfeit 
such a friend, ought seriously to fear or examine the nature 
of his friendship for the Redeemer. He was so true a friend, 
that, when he died, the chasm was felt in a large and wound^ 
ed circle. How many felt it and said it, — I have lost a friend t 

No marble ma/ks his couch of lowly sleep, 
But iiriagf statues there are seen to weep. 

6. Farther, we characterize him as a correct and ripe scKo* 
lar. His course in college was well and usefully improved ; 
and he entered the Theological Seminary well prepared to 
profit by its high advantages. Iq the languages especially, 
as professionally valuable, and in this relation highly ap- 
preciated, his attainments were solid and tliorough. In 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, he appeared everywhere at 
home, and he constantly used his advantages in his official 
duties not only, but maintained those regular habits of study 
and that progressive general preparation for the pulpit 
which are at once so Important, nay, so necessary, to 
a permanent and growing respectability in the active duties 
of the ministry, and so shamefully neglected, in many in* 
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B^nctts, by those on whom the best prelitninary adranlagea 
have been cornparativeiy thrown away. He loved learning 
(or the sake of its just subserviency to the grander aims of 
pious usefulness. With him it was a means to a superior 
end ; not itself an end to which he was idolatrously devoted, 
as some preaching students are, for the sake of fame and 
worldly honor. He considered learning as best promoted 
and most honored, when justly subordinated to the interests 
of true religion --and this, as by far the noblest function and 
the purest glory, of what we, poor ignorant mortab before 
God, call learning, and boast of so much, oAenso contempt* 
ibly, in his presence. Hence he neither had, nor a&cted 
to have, any ostentation of what he knew ; though certainly 
a much better scholar than many who were {Nreferred before 
him, by the lovers of show, and noise, and rhetorical bril* 
llancy, and captivating bluster, in the style of their ministra- 
tions. At all these meteors he <x>uki smile serene with pity 
more than envy, as he kept the even tenor of his way, a 
plsmet, not a comet, shining by reflection, and regular as 
well as noiseless, while he ever honored that great central 
sun of righteousness from whom he derived all his lig^t and 
ardor, whose steady attraction he mutually hiMiored, and 
around whom he counted it his glory steadily to revolve^ 
With all his cares, duties, straits, and outdoor work as a 
pastor, it is wonderful that he should have been able so to 
read and study, prosecuting his plans of official qualification 
and proficiency, and keeping up with the periodical litera- 
ture, as well as the theological investigation, for which his 
times in this country were certainly distinguished. 

7. As a preacher, he was consequently instructive, persua" 
sive, rich and excellent. Without the attributes of splendid, 
great, astonishing, his preaching was always well-digested, 
sound, respectable, and edifying; while the whole-hearted- 
ness of his manner showed that he was the very reverse of 
those Church-of-England preachers, described by Cowper, 
with a little of the severity they so much deserve, who have 
no heart in the service whatever else they have : 

Some, decent in demeanor while they preach, 
That t»fdc performed, relapse intotheaseWeB; 



iKTROUVOTiOlf. 13 

, And having spoken wisely, at the close ^ 

Grow wanton, and give proof to every eye, 
Whoe'er Wvts edified, themselves were not." 

Not fio with our departed brother. He made hk public ser- 
vices to be devodoDal exercises and duties ; as exemplifying 
the apostolic rule, u^iaisoever ye do, do U heanUif^ as to the Lord^ 
and not to men ; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inkeritance ;foT ye serve the Lord Chrisi. 

Hence there was an unetion in his ministry to which all 
bis hearers bore witness. He loved God, he loved them ; 
and they had to see and own it ; for it radiated through 
all his ministrations, and begat in the minds of the wise and 
the good of his people, the most unbounded confidence, the 
most reverent esteem of his character, the most edifying 
sense of his mission, as a true minister of our Lord and 
Havior Jesus Christ* He had no need to wrangle about his 
ecclesiastical pedigree, and maintain his regular descent from 
the Aposdes, in a line of the true ' succession,' like divers in- 
sipid m^ and blind leaders <f the bUnd, in our day, whom 
Rome and Oxfm'd have made drunk with the vnne of the wroOh 
of their foTTneaiion, He had no need to read Lord King or 
Dr. Campbell, or Whately or Powell, or Smyth or Duffield, 
in order adequately to despise that factitious and paganiz- 
ing folly ; and ius hearers had a very summary method, too, 
of testing the vocation of their beloved pastor— just by ap- 
plying that rule of our Savior that so ccmdemns the pretend- 
ers of the succession, by their fruits shall ye know them. 
His misaot) was attested on fleshly and immortal tablets of 
the heart, written not wUh ink bvt with the Spirit of the living 
€rod» His seals were conversions. His ministry was sue- 
cesE^uI, in a way glorious, and in a degree far enough sup^ 
nor, in contrast with the l^tupid formality^ and the graceless 
ritualism, and the unspiritual affinities, of the got-up and 
sensuous " pomp and circumstance" of Prelacy, or Popery, or 
Puseyism. We cannot repress the anticipation of an awful 
contrsLSt developed in the day of judgment, between such a 
ministry as that of Dr. Baldwin, simple, significant, and sub- 
lime, ^d that of Dr. Fobmalist, of the succession — stript 
of all his Romish regimentals, and exhibited in all the nudity 
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of his character, and all the vapidaewof his pretensions, at 
the tribunal of the Son of Qod ! Prebendary, Dean, Dioce- 
san, Archbishop, Patriarch, Cardinal, Pope, Puscyisaa— 
contemptible 1 

8. But, we recover from the degradation, as well as the 
digression, to contemplate Dr. Baldwin as a pasioTf indefaii' 
gably devoted and cordially beloved, by a sound-thinking cu&d 
bible-reading congregation. From small beginnings, from a 
nucleus originated by his own laborious piety, his church and 
congregation rose to importance and magnitude, and to a 
degree, sec-ond to few others in our country. His was a 
(^areer of steady prosperity, and this on an ascending scale. 
He was the moral centre of a large, social, and relative cir- 
cle ; in a great degree dependent on hkn, and in a high de- 
gree revering and appreciating his worth. They esteemed 
him very highly in lope for his toork's sake, and they were at 
peace among themselves. Pastor and people were together, in 
scene and in history, a beautiful exemplification of the 133d 
Psalm ; for there the Lord commanded the blessings even life for 
evermore. We leave this attractive part of his history, how- 
ever, and refer the reader to what the pen of his successor 
has so competently portrayed, and with emineni suitable- 
ness, in the subsequent pages of this volume. 

9. His theological character was the foundation of 
many other excellencies, and deserves our attention. For 
the symmetry, the steadiness, the consistency, tlTe scriptural 
richness, and the practical virtue, as well as the principled 
independence of his theological views, our excellent brother 
is to be noted and commended. In an age of isms, and 
ultras, €md schisms, and controversies, he kept his equal 
path at a wise remove from all of them. He studied, under- 
stood, and loved, the Book of God. Its inspired originals 
were his delight, and tliere from fountains pure as heaven, 
he drew supplies, with which to feed the church of God, and 
enlighten the souls of men* He realized religiously thesoul 
of the sentiment— T 

" juvat integras accedere foates ;" 

The perfect fountains of the truth to broach, 
With easy access often to approach, 
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WlBle others drink th*adoIterate atreaou below ; 
This grand resource His blessedness to know. 

The type of his theology was perhaps better diaracterized, 
in a word, by saying it was almost identical with that of 
President Dwight, dian in any other way. If different, it 
was mainly in that which indicates a real improyement in 
the science, since hiB^fioruit or vixit among us ; his theology 
was peculiarly hermenentical, biblical, and philological, as 
it was thus eminently scriptoral in evety sense. Hence he 
was immovable, by aR the new-fangled inventions that flit- 
ted in our atmosphere, and croaked or chattered, or offi- 
ciously importuned for precedence. In this respect he was 
a model for otiiiers, a noble example. He was a Calvinist, 
but ndt a fatalist tie believed in the fulness of Christ as 
the Savior of the world; in the offer, virtual and real, of sal- 
vation for aU the world and to eterycretaure, based indispensa- 
bly and alone on his all-atoning and infinitely competent 
sacrifice for sin; in the voluntary wickedness of men, oMtoiSi 
one accord making excuse and refusing so great salvation ; in 
the decree of Section, in this order precisely interposing, 
whh effect unfrustrable, influencing all to enter that are 
saved and keeping or hindering others from entering, not 
AT ALL, NOT IN A SOLITARY INSTANCE J but, on the Contra- 
ry, so as to increase the inducements and the facilities td 
others, so as to evince more of the same love that gave the 
Son of Grod to die for us, and so as to demonstrate more of 
the pare wickedness of men in voluntarily refusing to enter ; 
that all might see the truth that pure wickedness, and no- 
thing else, and this all of their own making, hinders those 
especiaHy who perish from amid the means of grace, faith- 
fully adnakustered and yet in vain, as to them. 

While he highly appreciated many of the rare and excel- 
lent qualities of the late Dr. Emmons, and knew him person- 
ally, he was distinguished for being always averse to his 
peculiarities, as theologically fake and practically injurious. 
As we knew him well in these relations, as we entirely agree 
with him, and as we suppose his decisive and uniform disw 
sidenee with the tenets and the disciples of that very singu- 
lar divine, was both characteristic and honorable to Dr. 
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BaldwiD, we will state three items in which his censures 
were strong and notorious, with respect to the way and ib» 
views of Dr. Emmons ; namely, bis peculiar mode of \he6L<h 
giving ; his ultra-evangelical views of disinterestedness ; and 
his making Grod the author of sin, by maintaining his positive 
agency in the production and the actuation of all the voUtions 
of wicked men and devils. Of which inversely imd in 
brief, — 

L The agency of God, as above stated, Dr. EmiQons un- 
doubtedly held, and maintains in his published works. See 
vol. iv. Decrees of Grod ; especially sermons 34^ 25, 26, 27, 
28. The principle of the Doctor's logic seems to be all re- 
solvable, as we think with Dr. Baldwin, into this proposi* 
tion, — God is the iMMEniATB author of evbrt CHANeE 

THAT dobs, or THAT EVER CAN TAKE PLAGE, P088IBLT, 

IN THE NATURAL OR MORAL WORLD. This principle he 
viewed as philosophically and theologically false; and 
that its nature, its tendency, and its logically legitimate ro- 
suits, however differently its favorers may allege and think, 
are^such as the following ; namely, 

1. God is properly the only agent or doer of any thing in 
the universe. 

2. He cannot possibly make, and llherefore he has never 
really made, a moral agent or properly any agent. 

3. There are properly no second causes in the universe. 
AH we see is only the panorama of the divine ubiquity at 
work, doing all things, God himsell &e only doer of things. 

4. Our acts of will are ours, only as they are God^s voli- 
tions in us, himself volitioning all our volitions, which are in 
every sense such, and such only, as he himself produces or 
creates them, and as he prefers, with infinite desire, that, all 
ihings considered, they should be ; and this, just eus much, 
and just as positively, in our sinful, as in our holy, volitions, 
desires, and exercises of mind. 

5. 8in is the necessary, and the positive, and the infinitdy 
desirable means, all things considered, and just so much of 
it as there is* of the greatest possible good, to the whole uni- 
verse £md for all eternity. Glory be to sin forever and ever, 
— all things considered ! 
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6. The patrons of the celebrated beHisttc systetn, or the 
optimism of the French philosophers, or the doctrine that 
the universal scheme of things, sin included, is the best pos- 
sible system, and that, in its place and in its measured qual- 
i^, sin is indi^fiensaUy economized and necessitated to this 
result, and was on that account divinely desired, preferred, 
and operated in men and devils, as better on the whole, and 
so Infinitely more desirable than holiness in its stead : the 
patrons of this scheme are pro tanto not fkr from right, 
and sin on the whole is a great good — an infinitely great 
good ! and it is- bad only in itself considered, or in its par- 
tial influences and availments. 

7. The fautors of the ideal system of Berkley and Hume, 
are not far from right For the agency of God is universal, 
ubiquitous, and indesinent. Who can limit it in any sense, 
in any form, or in any way ? H^ice it is very questionable, 
with some, if there be any thing in re, that is not all in mente ; 
or, if our perception of a material object be not the whole of 
it, God working that perception in some way in us, and 
making the thing real to us, while it is no-thing in itself; 
real relatively, while it is in itself the quintessence of nihility, 
— if we know what that is ! So that, as nothing material is, 
Crod never created any thing : and if this applies to matter, 
80 does it, very probably, to mind also ; and if to mind cre- 
ated, why not to mind uncreated ? and so, may be, there is 
not smy thing, at all, in the universe. This would please 
Hume and Satan , possibly— ^ we do not say Berkley. 

8. In this way the whims of the Gnostic Docetee, and the 
Pantheists of all ages, seem to be much favored and allowed ; 
when they arenothing but impious day-dreams, the abomin- 
able absurdities and heresies of the flesh, worthy only of the 
scorn of all men, as they are most execrable to the holy glory 
of the Almighty. 

Dr. Baldwin deserves honor, and we glorify God in him, 
that he was among the first divines in this country, though 
then so young, to detect, see through, and avoid, the imposing 
errors of Dr. Emmons on this high topic of theology — the 
agoacy and the decrees of God. 

II. - Dr. Baldwin dissented fVom the same author in respect 
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to hiB Tiewfl of disinterested benevolence, as ultra evang^i^ 
cat, and so selfishly opposed to the gospel as Qod reveals it 
in his word. 

Dr. Emmons's views of submission — see his sermons on 
that topic — ^resuli from those of the divine agency, and most 
fall with them. Hence, a conditional willingness to be 
damnedf is more thstn implied in his sermons, as an nbeohile 
duty ; that is, we ought to be willing to let God make us as 
wicked and as miserable, as he chooses, all things consid- 
ered, that we shall be ! 

Dr. Baldwin viewed this as shameful perversion of the 
truth, and as wretched theology. His Bible taught htm bet- 
ter; and therefore he practically despised it— as they do 
much more in heaven 1 To him it seemed like misunder- 
standing the nature of the divine purposes : then perverting 
their use, in virtually making the secret counsel of God our 
rale of action, and in stupidly thinking that his law and his 
purposes are hostile to each other; and so theologizing 
dotingly against the plainest and clearest and fullest as- 
surances of God in his word — which assuranc-es art our rules 
of action, prescribed by Him, who inU htwe aU men to be 
savedy and to come to the knowledge of the truth, and who 
cairmat deny MmMelf. 

III. His peculiar method of theologizing was considered 
by Dr. Baldwin as inducing the errors of his system. Instead 
of studying the Holy Scriptures in their inspired originals, 
mastering their grammatical analysis, and then evolving 
their native sense by the fixed and certain principles of th« 
science of interpretation ; Dr. Emmons was habituated to be 
not textual so much as topieal, not hermensuiical so much as 
seholastict db9tr^ct^ and metaphysical, in his method of discover- 
ing and communicating evangelieal truth. < Grant him his 
premises,* Dr. Baldwin would say, < and he will reason p^^ 
spicuousiyand consecutively away from the Scriptures, and 
far enough away irom ail the safe places of Clmstian theo- 
logy. His postulates are plausible ; but if you admit them, 
see to it — or you must believe all his errors. He states pro- 
positions sometimes that make me shudder — and I know^ 
however he comes by them« that they are false ! Beside^ he 
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neglects the original scriptures almost entirely in his studies. 
I doubt if he reads a chapter in his Greek Testament through 
in a year.' Thus would Dr. Baldwin speak of Dr. Emmons, 
decisively, yet without any unkind ness. And we note this 
as a proof of his theological sagacity and steady views of 
truth. 

We, indeed, concur with him cordially ; and believe that 
there is a living vinu in Emmonsism which must be ex- 
posed and rejected. The men who forget or oppugn in their 
theology the eternal truths, that man is a free moral agent ; 
that God made and governs him, as such ; that there are no 
decrees of God inconsistent with this ; that the iaw of God 
is the interpreter of the heart of Qod, with respect to the ac- 
tions of his creatures } that there is no hostility between the 
precepts and the purposes of our moral Governor ; that God 
is in no proper sense the author of sin ; that he is infinitely 
frtncere in his offers of mercy to men, as he is in every thing 
he says to them ; and that we have nothing to do other than 
obey the gospel and be saved : the men, we say, who do not 
understand and love these trudis, ought, in their candidate- 
ship, to be recommended rather to hoe com, or tend a saw- 
mill, or go on a whaling voyage, than attempt-^for Gk>d has 
no need of them — continuing with such views, to preach the 
gospel. Those, who err in their theology, while they dis- 
parage, what is far enough superior to them, the noble sci- 
ence of hermeneutics, are themselves living, and passive, 
and inglorious witnesses of its paramount importance. They 
interpret the scriptures — ^in their own way; confounding 
often a rhetorical expression with a metaphysical statement, 
and making the Holy Ghost responsible for their own infer- 
«nce» of stupidity and moonshine ; while the influence of 
these doctrines of error, as we have seen in some deplorable 
examples, is to make men heartless and crafly, always plot- 
ting for advantage, striving to be right in their ends — some- 
bow — if not in the means they apply, as best, all things con- 
ddered, by which to accomplish them. They tend to make 
politicians rather than Christians. 

** From such apostles, O ye [Presbyters,] 
Preserve our church I and lay not careless hands 
On scuUs that cannot teach and will not learn." 
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10. Viewed as an eeclenastic, as a disciplinarian in the 
church, as a member of her judicatories, Dr. Baldwin was 
consistenily himself, and a fine model for others. He was wise, 
mild, firm, and patient He had no party feelings to consult, 
BO personal animosities to gratify, no rash experiments to 
advocate or enact. He remembered that the kingdom of hiii 
Master and Lord is not of this world; and so important in his 
esteem was this principle, that he always refused to act, in 
the church, aa if it was a merely temporal corporation. 
Hence, his vigilance was not the less thorough, because his 
kindness and forbearance were so heavenly and so remark- 
able. He was beloved by his co-presbyters, generally iti 
precise proportion to their real piety and their acquaintance- 
ship with him. They always knew what to anticipate as to 
his principles, and that he would act in accordance with them. 
He was liberal and catholic to other denominations ; but al- 
ways without indifierentism, and without including those not 
holding the Head. In these things, we say, he was a pattern 
of ecclesiastics. 

Nor can this part of our subject be left, without recording 
his views and feelings in reference to the acts of the General 
Assembly of 1837, which rudely, and with utterly unprece- 
dented violence, rent the Presbyterian Church, making in- 
comparably the worst schism ever known in our annals m 
this country. This rash act was done in party heat, stimu- 
lated by statements, about Western New-York and certain 
extravagances there, which were ex-parte^ exaggerated, 
and for the most part calumnious and false. It^v^s an act 
never anticipated in the Constitution to which its perpe- 
trators were sworn, nay, which the principles and all the 
provisions of that venerable instrument, as well as all the 
precedents under it, entirely and absolutely precluded. The 
act was a high and a complicated crime, involving the sin 
of perjury^ and utterly incapable of honest vindication. If 
all they alleged about heresies and abuses were true, as it 
was certainly not, still have they no justification for their 
acts ; unless it be on the principle, that the way to punish 
one sin properly is to commit a greater one. The next year 
the exscinding assembly made these acts the ^^ basis" and 
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(he test of Ae continuance of others in their conmranion; 
and so virtually exscinded all others who could not approve 
of them, thus exploding the true old basis of the Covarrru- 
TSDN, and breaking covenant with those leagued previously 
with them, on that legitimate and only foundation. 

All this grieved the heart, rived and wounded the soul of 
our excellent brother. His grief was ingenuous, pungent, 
and unfeigned. It hdd his eyes wdkifig at midnight ; staring 
at the darkness, which seemed noon compared with the ra- 
vage and the sacrilege which made his spirit bleed. Oh, 
said he, in a letter to a friend, shortly after these sad events, 
Oh! where is that noble, large, mighty, Presbyterian 
Chdrcb, which I joined with such delight ; which I called 
mother^ and loved above my chief joy 7 Where is that Ca- 
tholic, truly Protestant, soundly learned, and profoundly in- 
telligent, as well as united and extended, Prksbtterian 
Church, in which I have so gloried, and for which I have 
80 prayed, and toiled, and hoped, and wept 7 Alas ! it ex- 
ists no more. Its many enemies rejoice. Its identity has 
departed. Its glory is gone. Wluit thing shall I take to wit- 
ness far thee? What thing shaU I liken to ihee^ O daiughteref 
Jenualem ? What shall I equud to thee^ that I may contort 
thee, O virgin daughter cf Zion? for thy breach is great like the 
sea; who can heal it ? Thy frophets have teen vain and foolisk 
things for thee; and they have ma discovered thine ijiiquily to turn 
away thy cajpiivity^ but have seen for thee false burdens and 
causes qf bani^nment. These, for substance, were his words. 

In such Jeremiads was he wont to grieve over the deso- 
lations of our Jerusalem. And let it be written to his honor, 
and for his posterity, as well as his people, to read, that he 
had nothing to do with that great wickedness, but to weep 
over it, to reprobate it, and to pray that God would give re* 
pentance to the acknowledging of the tnUh, to all those who, di- 
rectly or indirectly, positiyely or negatively, assisted in its 
fearful consummation. Lamentadons 2: 15, 16, there is 
a passage which might well be added to the foregoing, for 
its appropriateness and its applicability, as well as its imme- 
djate connection. 

1 1. Dr. Baldwin was greatly and extensively useful in season 
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and mU of <0Mon, and in ways ordinary and extraordlmiry, in 
all the relations of his life. To the poor he was a wise cuid 
generous friend. With the mourning and the bereaved, he 
sympathized most soothingly and most sincerely. Wher- 
ever his influence could move he sent it to do good. The 
public charities of the day occupied a large share of his af- 
fections and his toil. The cause of missions, foreign and 
domestic; the interests of sound learning, the cause of edu* 
cation, and whatever could promote the intelligence of the 
community, obtained his approbation and his aid. As a 
consequence, he was endeared and attached to many out of 
his own congregation, who knew his worth, loved his public 
spirit, and rejoiced in his usefulness. 

12. We conclude with the remark that Dr. Baldwin is a 
fine illustration of the power of sound common sense, prac- 
tical discretion, and genuine piety, to elevate a man to use- 
fulness and renown among his contemporaries. He had no 
romance in his character. He aimed at nothing Utopian or 
impracticable. He no more indulged and followed day- 
dreams than those of night, or the fables of the nursery. He 
was economical, practical, sincere, consistent, perseveringy 
amiable, symmetrical, industrious, and truly devoted and 
pious. There was no stain on his escutcheon, no discernible 
fault in his character, no wart nor ulcer on the features of his 
moral countenance. And now that he is dead and gone^ 
what shall we say of him, comparatively with others, and 
many that were more distinguished? Reader, what of him 
do you anticipate at the resurrection (f (he just and the uiy'uet 7 
Think of Byron and Bonaparte, and any titled dignitary of 
the church that now radiates on some throne of misbegot- 
ten power, and say, who of them shall then take rank of 
him ? whose reward woald you prefer to take as your own, 
his or theirs? He improved ^e talents given him; he 
served his blessed Master sincerely and well ; he was supe- 
rior to ail the meretricious trappings of the scarlet Lady of 
Babylon, and greater in his apostolic simplicity, as a genuine 
primitive Bishop of Jesus Christ — such a Bishop as Christ 
himself makes and consecrates — than all the worldly honors 
could have made him, from those who belong to Rome, or 
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^088 who ate fakeiy nun^ered with ProtenlaBto away 

from it 

To his people, we say, cherish hm memory, treasure op 
his advice, teach your children to revere him, to read his 
memoiryaBd to ponder his example. Remember them duU 
have the rule over foUf who have 9pokentmto you the ward cfChd; 
whote faiih failoWf considering the end of Iheir conversation, 
Jesus Christ is the some yesterdaft and to^dmf^ and forever. 

This ridi passage some interpret, and our common Bibles 
punctuate, as if Jesus C^rtst was here put in apposition with 
ihe end (ejr/to<yi^) of ikmr eonversaiion. And though this 
would in the general make good sense, and cotrect doctrine 
too, yet is it not the native s^ise of the passage. The end of 
their conversationf means their happy exit from ihe world, the 
termination of their career in the exceUent glory ^ the end of 
their coarse with its interminable honors and its infinite re- 
wards. The argument, is thus most excellent; as if the 
apostle had said. Value aright your spiritual teachers. 
Love them for their faithfulness, that they do not flatter you 
or i^re you, or deceive you ; and this, considering tbs end 
of their eonversaiion^ and of yours with them, in glory, if ye 
truly obey them in the Lord. 

If men who have itching earsj and who prefer their teachers 
with that sbortrsightedness that jiever considere the vkd of 
iheir consoersation, would only obey this order of God, they 
would have nothing to do with corrupters of any kind, — So* 
cinians, Universalists, Antinomians, empirics in theology, 
Puseyites or others ; but would prefer edone an authentic, 
able and faithful preacher of the truth. And having found 
one, they would not leave him soon, nor cease to remember 
him when removed from th^n. 

With the church and congregation of his former charge, 
with his excellent lady, who now sits a widow with orphans 
dependent, with his brethren in the ministry who knew and 
loved him, with the college at Crawfordsville from whom he 
was so abruptly snatched away by death, and with all his 
friends in New-England, in New-York, and in the great 
West, it is our pleasure to mingle our sorrows and our sym- 
pathies i praying to the Father of mercies, the Father of 
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spiriii, the Father of lights, the Qod of aU groee and eoiv- 

eolation, to fill the chasm with his own self, and heal in his own 
way the wotind it pleased his inscrutable sovereignty so unex- 
pectedly to inflict ! He is mff God kimadf-^Bo means the 
name Eliru. And our brother in glory now, we doubt not, 
resizes that eoperiative bliss, of which his name may be as- 
sumed as the just index and the true epitome. He no more 
weeps, or suffers, or fears, or feels a 'pangl He regrets not 
his labors for Christ, but rather that he did not serve him 
more entirely and more faithfully. How bright, how won^ 
derful, how ineffable, how inconceivable his blessedness, at 
this moment, and forever 1 

This introduction has been despatched in great weakness^ 
and amid many interruptions and cares. The writer how- 
ever has just aimed to speak faithfully and honestly through- 
out ; smd now he prays that &e whole volume, with this im- 
perfect pre&utory part of it, may promote the cause of truth 
and righteousnessi and so be usefol wherever it goes, in our 
country or other places. 

He has not had the pleasure of reading as yet the whole 
of what follows ; bat is well assured that his excellent friend, 
to whom that more responsible and important service is so 
properly confided, has done it justice, in a way that must de- 
serve and reward the candid attention of every reader. 



CHAPTER I. 

Pareutage. — Birth. — Early Childhood. — ^Youth. — Eajly Educa- 
tion. — Leaves home for College. 

It is written of Jehoiada, the priest, that ^ they 
buried him in the city of David, among the kings, 
because he had ione good in brad, both towards (lod 
and towards his house/' He is the greatest in the sight 
oi QoAy of whom it can with most truth be said, — 
<* Who went about doing good/' It was fioretoU <^ 
John, the son oi Zacharias, — ^'^ Many shall rejoice at 
Us birth ; for he shall be great in &e sight of the Lord, 
— and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost from his 
mother's womb ; and many of the children of Israel 
dial] he turn to the Lord their Gh)d." Such greatness 
is worthy of commemoration* <^ The rigk^eous shall 
be in everlasting rememfar8Bc&" 

It is not every one diat can hope to compare wi& 
an Isaac Newton, or a Francis Bacon*. Few can 
aspire to a rivalship, in the empire of mind, with an 
Owen, a Barrow, a Baxter, or Bates ; with an Ed* 
wards, a Bellamy, or Dwight ; yet who may not, if he 
will, keep pace with a Brmnerd or Martyn, a Paysrm 
or Page, in their walk of faith 1 Rarely can one be 
found, the Sashes of whose genius dazade every eye ; 
yet aU may ^^ shine as lights in the world." The maasi 
of Christ's ministers must be cont^t to live and die 
unknown, save in the contracted wde of their own 
field of setf-denying labor. To such, and to all 
Christ's followers, the aan^le of one, who, in a 

2 
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similar sphere^ and with similar attainments, has well 
performed his part, will be of more worth, than that ol 
one whose rare and brilliant talents commanded the 
admiration of a world. The more humble the station 
assigned to htm who excels in doing good, the more 
does his example commend itself to the church ; — the 
more inducement is held out to others to ^^ go and do 
likewise. '^ 

The following memoir, it is hoped, will serve to 
show, bow the unpretending Christian, Teacher, and 
Pastor may commend the gospel of Christ to his 
fellow-sinners ;— how " through much tribulation" he 
may not- only himself " enter the kingdom of God,'* 
but induce many others also to enter in; — ^how, in 
short, ^* by patient cordinuance in welMoing/' he may 
prove a blessing to many generations. 

The subject of this Narrative was born of a godly 
hojuse. His father. Deacon Jonathan Baldwin, who still 
survives him, was the son of Abiel and Mehitabel 
Baldwin, of whom he was born in June, 1758, in the 
town of Durham, Conn. His mother, Submit^ was the 
daughter of Deacon Christopher and Patience Lord, of 
Saybrook, Conn., and was born in September, 1764. 
Her mother, Mrs. Patience Lord, was the sister of the 
Rev. Nathan Strong, of Coventry, Conn. Her father. 
Deacon Lord, who was born in Dec. 1722, and bred to 
the work of a hatter, was distinguished for his active 
piety. He was remarkable for his punctuality in the 
discharge of Christian duties, for his attention to the 
sick, and for his faithfulness to the souls of the uncon* 
verted. So much was religion the theme of his dis* 
course, that he was often spoken of as " Priest Lord.'* 

Mrs, Baldwin, who is yet numbered among the 
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Kving, was the youngest child of this godly man, and 
the only one residing with him at the time of her mar- 
riage to Deacon Baldwin, in the year 1782. She then 
removed to Durham, where th^continned to reside for 
eighteen months. Shortly after the termination of the 
war of the revolution, they emigrated to Greene Co., 
beyond the Hudson River, in New-York, where, with 
six other American and two Dutch families, they set- 
tled the town of New-Durham in the wilderness. 

In this retreat they were separated from the sane* 
tuary and its ordinances. For many years they had no 
spiritual guide — none to break unto them the bread of 
life. During the first year they had occasional meet- 
ings for prayer ; the next year added five families to 
their number, and they were able to sustain a meeting 
for divine worship every Sabbath. In the following 
year, four more families having taken up their abode 
among them, they determined to secure the services of 
Deacon Lord in conductbg their religious worship. 
His consent having been obtained, they sent a convey- 
ance for him and his wife ; a church was organized, 
and he was chosen their deacon, to serve instead of a 
pastor, until they might be able to procure the services 
of a minister of the gospel. 

Elihu Whittlesey Baldwin was the fourth child, 
and eldest son, of his parents, and was born December 
25th, 1789. In later days his birth-place has been 
described as " a beautiful farm, situated on an emi- 
nence, which commanded a view of a richly cultivated 
country, twenty miles in extent to the North River.'* 
But the hand of the husbandman had, in '89, scarcely 
made an impression on the surrounding wilderness. 
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From his birth he was regarded hy his TeDerahle 
gmndfalher with more than ordinal; interest. As^ 
soon as he could comprehend instroction, this good mafti 
was unwearied in his endeavors to instil into his in&nt 
oind lessons of piety* He became the almost con- 
stant companbn of his grandsire by day and by night* 
In such fellowship he early imbibed a thougfatfulness 
and seriousness above his years» while he became in- 
creasingly, every day, the favorite object of his aged 
instructor's solicitude and prayers^ These prayers led 
to the exercise of an undiaken assurance^ on the part 
of Deacon Lord, in relation to his y^nithful charge. 
^^ T/Us hoyy* he would say, ^' Goi has given me;*' and 
to a friend on one occasion, he remarked, as with 
patriarchal simplicity and faith he laid his band oa 
Elihu's head> — ^* Thi$ hoy vnll freack the Gospel.^* 

The faithfi^ess of his instructor made an abiding 
impression on the susceptible heart of the child. In 
after-days he ddtighted to bear witness to these labors 
of lave. *^ He taught me to repeat the Lord's prayer, 
and explained to me its meaning. He bid me look to 
God every moming an4 eveaiag for his blessiag, and 
the pardon (^ my sins* He told me also that 1 was a 
auiner, and needed repentance, that God was angry 
with me every day, and, that unless I repented of my 
sins, I should be punished in another world.'' 

By such teachings he very early became the subject 
of religious convictions. His recollections, in riper 
years, led him to believe that at this early period the 
Spirit of God exerted a special influence upon his mind,« 
convincing him of sin, and producing that '^ fear of the 
Lord," which ^^ is the beginning of wisdom*" '^ The 
effect of these instructions," he says^ ^ was such as to 
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render me very uneasy, and desirous to escape tbe pun- 
ishment of my sins. I repeated the prayer that I had 
been taught, and as early as myjifth year, as near as 
I can remember, began to supplicate in my own lan- 
guage. Siich was at times my conviction of an, that I 
thought myself the viieBt of creatures. I continued 
ever after the practice of secret prayer, with the ex- 
ception of about six monttis during a part of my child- 
hood.*' 

He often referred with lively interest to an iaddent, 
that developed at this time the character of his religious 
exercises. An elder sister having reproved him for 
some trivial offence, he exhibited a degree of anger so 
unlike his usual manner, that his sister involuntarily 
exclaimed, *^ Why — ^EfMu/" He was so stung widi 
this expression of surprise, that he withdrew to a corner 
of the room to escape obsa'vation. His mortificati(»i 
was followed by a painful sense of the guilt of cherish- 
ing such angry passions, and he resolved that he would 
never again allow himself to speak when his mind was 
thus excited. Frequently, when at play in the fields, 
would the remembrance of tiiis sin so oppress his mind, 
as to drive him to kneel down under a tree, and ask 
God to forgive him, and change his wicked beart. 
The slightest occurrence may thus affect the whole at 
subsequent Ufe. 

Another instance of a similar daracter may be rela- 
ted. About this time he formed a distinct resolution to 
«peak the truth at all times. ** It was occaidoned," he 
says, ^^ by my grandfather's commending me for con- 
fessing a trivial c^nce, with some degree, however, of 
reluctance.-—^ I kneio^^ said the old gentleman, ^ he 
wotild ne»er tell a ^.'—4 felt reproved and secretly 
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mortified. I said to myself, I shall never again he»tate 
to speak the whole truth. This occurred at the age of 
five years ; and I am not conscious of having ever been 
guilty of uttering known falsehood. In two or three 
instances I have failed to correct mis-statements, made 
hastily, or through ignorance, for which I have expe- 
rienced poignant and, I trust, penitential sorrow.'' 

In the month of November, 1796, bis venerable 
grandfather, Deacon Lord, having for six weeks been 
affected with the palsy, ceased from his labors on the 
earth. He had for the space of ten years watched over 
the little flock in the wilderness, praying, and waiting 
for God to send them a pastor after his own heart. It 
was kindly ordered ^^ that he should not see death be- 
fore he had seen" the fulfilment of his prayers. When 
on his dying bed, it pleased God to send them the Rev. 
Jesse Townsend (a graduate of Yale College) to re* 
ceive the mantle of the departing saint. The old man 
died full in the faith that his boy would become a 
preacher of the gospeL His aged widow survived 
him about two years. 

Not less careful and anxious were his parents to pro- 
mote, in every possible way, without loss of time, the 
spiritual welfare of their son. His father was no ordi- 
nary Christian. Though bred to the work of a black- 
smith, his lowly condition did not prevent his aspiring 
to the work of serving God in the gospel of his Son. 
To him mainly it was owing, that his adopted home 
enjoyed almost from its first settlement stated opportu- 
nities of worshiping God, until a church was gathered, 
and afterwards furnished with a faithful pastor. 

Nearly twenty years after the decease of Deacon 
Lord, the father of Elihu removed with his family to the 
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town of Atwater, in Ohio. Here i^in he found him- 
self in. the wilderness. There was neither church nor 
preacher ; but he could not live without the enjoyment 
of divine worship. He invited his neighbors to his own 
house, to join in public prayer and praise. Every Sal>- 
bath, he read to them a sermon from some pious author. 
The Spirit of God was poured out in answer to their 
prayers, and soon the converting power of the Holy 
Ghost was felt in every family. The foundations of a 
spiritual house were thus early laid, and the wilderness 
budded aud blossomed as the rose. Such a father might 
well expect to reap an early and abundant harvest in 
his own domestic inclosure. All his children, who 
have come to years, siil in number, have been gathered 
into the fold of Christ ^^ 

To their faithfulness, the subject of this narrative 
bears grateful testimony. ^' The instructions of my 
grandfather were succeeded by those of my parents. 
I was taught to read the Bible and made to reverence 
the Sabbath day ; they also made it my duty to go to 
the sanctuary, where I joined in the worship of God. 
I committed to memory the Assembly's Shorter Cate- 
chism, which I repeated regularly every Lord's day to 
my father. He accompanied it with a prayer, but 
added no explanation ; yet the influence of this excel* 
lent summary of Christian doctrine was such upon my 
mind, that I can never think of it but with profound 
respect and gratitude to God." 

The time was when every child among us was thus 
instructed in the doctrines of our faith. That education 
was incomplete, which did not lodge the Assembly's 
Catechism in the memory of the child. It was tayight 
in the day-school and at home ; it formed a part of the 
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duties of the pan^t, to kiculcste its truths upon the 
minds of his children every Lord's day, at least. And 
'virell has that generation repaid their pious teachers. 
They, who were thus trained, are, if yet living, te be 
found for the most part in the bosom of our churches, 
and very many in tbe very fore^nt of tbe minbtjy of 
the gospel. They are among the soundest, most expe- 
rienced, most stable, most useful members oi the church 
and ministry. Why are the old paths forsaken, and 
why are the rising "generation, to so great an extent, 
left to grow up wiUiout being able so, much as to 
answer tbe questi<Hi^ — ** What is &e chief end of man V^ 

An incident simOar to one already related, &at oc- 
curred in his ninth year, seireA still further to subdue 
^ a temper, naturally quick IRb furious," such, as he 
himself bdiieved, was bis. ^ Having one evewng," he 
remarks, '^ in company with sev^al children, xeseirted 
a trifling affront by an excessive ebullition of passion, 
I was, upon refleotion,extremely mortified, and without 
any instruction, or communicating my intention to any 
one, resolved to restrain my words and expressions of 
resentment in future, under every provocation, until i 
should either have repeated the letters of the alphabet 
to myself from A to Z, and back again ; or retired for 
a time sufficient to cool my excited feelings." 

Those who knew him have often been c(»istrained 
to speak of him as a rare example of equanimity. He 
seemed always to have his passions completely under 
his control, and was, perhaps, one of the very last men 
to be suspected of a native temper so *' quick and fu- 
rious" as be represents his own to have been. Such a 
conquest may well encourage every child to att^npt 
the same, and all parents to persevere in the endeavor 
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to subdue and regnldte the temper of ihim cbiMreD) 
bowever imgOTeroable tbey may at first appear. 

His miiid was also deeply impressed by a remarkable 
proTideace, whereby he was preserved from an early 
grave. But for the interposition of his father, who 
saved him at the hazard of his own life, he would have 
been crashed to death by a falling tree. His life was 
prolonged, and his tender mind much a&cted by the 
goodness of lus Preserve. 

So obedient was he to the will of his ptf ents, that 
his father has been heard to say, that he never, in a 
angle instance, had occaaon to pumsh him. He was 
a son on whom the rod of correction had never been 
hid. 

From early childhood he was addicted to books, and 
as he grew up was very careful to select only such as 
would be profitable. On one occasion a navd was loan* 
ed to him by a neighbor, but after having read enough 
to ascertain its character, he consulted with his mother 
as to the propriety of continuing the perusal, and re* 
turned it to the owner as a foolish thing. He could 
seldom be induced to leave his books to join his youth* 
&l companions in thdr sports. 

The great scrupulousness with which he avoided an 
untruth, or any thing which might lead him into a 
falsehood, may be seen by a little incident which made 
a strong impresnon on the mind of his father. Having 
been told that he and bis brother should each have a 
pocket-knife, on the condition of promising not to lose 
fhem, tempting as was the o&r, he could not be indu- 
ced to join in the promise readily made by his brother, 
lest he should break his word. The loss of the knife 
was so severe a trial, as to cause him to weep bitterly. 

2* 
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His coDScietttiousiieas was rewtrded with the ch^ed of 
his desire. 

When he was about ten years of age, his native 
place was visited with a refreshing from the preseno^ of 
the Lord. This work of divine grace continued more 
than two yeais, and resulted in a general awakening 

by which about eighty persons were led to experience 
a saving change. The mind of I^ihu was brought at 
this time more directly in contact with divine truth, and 
the seriousness of his early childhood greatly increased. 

Shortly after the occurrence of this revival, his pa- 
rents determined to give him» as far as th^r limited 
means would allow, a liberal education. At the age 
of fifteen he was placed under the care of his pastori 
the Rev. Mr. Towns^d, who, like many of the minis* 
ters of that day, was accui^med to prepare young men 
for college. Such was the serious, correct, and exem* 
plary manner of his daily walk, that his pastor was 
induced to ask him^ why he did not connect himself 
with the church. He could not, however, believe that 
he had yet experienced a change of heart 

Having completed his preparatory course in the 
autumn of 1807, in his eighteenth year, he left for the 
first time the home of his childhood, to seek a dwelling* 
place among strangers^ and venture upon the ten^ita- 
tions and trials of a college-life. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Conversion. — Diary commenced. — Profession of Religion. 

The year 1807 was distinguisfaed in the history of 
American churches for the prevalence of the Teviyal- 
spirit. New-York and Connecticut shared largely in 
the blessings of divine grace. About the period that 
young Baldwin became a member of Yak College, the 
churches of New Haven enjoyed a revival of great ex- 
tent and power. The ^dents of the crflege, however, 
were, for a number of months, almost unmoved by the 
prevailing excitement At the commencement of the 
college-year, " the number of professing Christians in 
all the classes did not exceed fifteen.'' 

This low state of religion in college, during the 
prevalence of a powerful revival in the town, was a 
source of great anxiety and distress to the venerable 
President, Dr. Dwight The spring-term was about to 
close, and the students to disperse. He could not en- 
dure the thought that they should depart in their sins, 
and careless* Deeply oppressed with this feeling, he 
preached early in April, 1808, on the Sabbath, in the 
chapel, a sermon from the words — ** Young man ! I say 
unto thee, arise." At evening-prayers, on the day pre- 
vious, he had manifested deep emotion. One ^dio was 

present, thus describes the scene : — ^^ The chapter was 
read with an altered tone, the hymn was recited wiA 

a Altering accent, and when he joined with the.choir, 

as was his ciastom, bis usually load and scmorous yoke 



36 MEMOIR OP 

became weak and tremulous. Next came the prayer ; 
it seemed as if the subduing power of the gospel was 
doubly upon him. There was such an apparent 
coming down — such an obviously holy prostration of 
soul, as indicated that the Spirit of God was with him. 
He spake as if 'dust and ashes' were addressing the 
Eternal on his throne. Never did a minister plead 
more fervently for his people — ^never a father more im« 
portunately for his children, than he did for his pupils 
before him.'* 

The sermon that followed deepened the impression 
produced by the chapel-service of the evening previous, 
and it was soon made evident that the Spirit of the 
Lord had descended upon the collie, The work of 
conviction " q>read slowly and without confusion or 
excitement" 

When young Baldwin observed the deep emotion of 
Presidait Dwight, as described above, " Now," said he 
to himself, '' we shall have a revival of religion ; shall 
I be one of its happy subjects 1 / trill try ;" and, it is 
thought, he was the first to go to the President's room 
with the question — " What shall I do to be saved 1" 
Though serious before, and at times almost hoping that 
he was a child of God, he now became greatly dis- 
tressed on account of his sins, and anxious for salvation. 
" I well remember," says a correspondent, " the very 
deep interest he manifested in the subject of religion 
after his attention was particularly roused to it." Under 
the teachings of President Dwight, whose soul was full 
of kindness, and his words, of wisdom and comfort, 
to those who sought his paternal counsels, he was soon 
brought to experience the joj of a comfortable hope of 
salvation. The character of his spiritual exercises on 



RBV; im. BAtlYWOf. 37 

the occamon of his hopeful convemon may be learned 
from his own words. Under date of the 18th of Feb- 
ruary following he makes these observations. 

" My feelings and views last evening were much the 
same with those that I experienced at the time when I 
dared, to hope that I loved a Savior. Chd^s law ap- 
peared infinitely beautiful, and methought I could praise 
his justice. All my good works sunk to nothing. I 
was completely naked and helpless ; yet there was no 
terror; my mind was placid, although overwhelmed 
with a sense of my shameful ingratitude ; if I looked 
on my right hand, it was sin ; if on my left, my prayers 
and duties seemed to need the sprinkling blood of 
Jesus ; then, ere I was aware, my soul made me like 
the chariots of Amminadib. Oh ! had a thousand laws 
pointed their flaming arrows at my heart, methought I 
could rest secure under the covert of Jesus' wings ; I 
say, had a thousand laws pointed their flaming darts ! 
Even the law of God appeared infinitely desirable — 
none too strict — worthy of its author. Thy law, O 
Lordf is perfect ; keep thou my feet in thy command- 
ments. During these sensations my soul seemed to 
melt, my heart loathed my own actions, my eyes began 
to drop, and the world with its enjoyments was lost. 
Oh ! better, far better is one hour's converse with God^ 
than a thousand days spent in the pleasures of sin." 

Thus was he brought to renounce^ not the world only, 
but himself, his own righteousness, his very best deeds ; 
to give up all for the Lord Jesus, to cast himself alone 
on a Savior's perfect righteousness, to justify, admire, 
and love the perfect law of God, and long for entire 
conformity to all its requirements His soul acquiesced 
most sweetly in th<s vriU of Qod^ and was melted by the 
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divine goodness. He neither made, nor wished to make 
any reservations of himself. His language was, — 

'* All that I am, and all I have, 
Sliall be forever thine/* 

It was with the greatest confidence, and with child* 
like simplidty, that be now gave himself up to pursue 
the counsels of his reverend instructor. By him he was 
taught to judge of the character of his heart ^' from his 
principles and actions, and not from excited emotion." 
Dr. Dwight took every precaution to guard his pupils 
against the indulgence of a false hope. He cautioned 
them not to trust to the d^ee of lexcited emotion, 
either in tile matter of conviction, or in the subsequent 
hope and joy. He '* indsted strongly on a spirU of 
obedience^ as the distinctive characteristic of true piety. 
To form that spirit, and direct it aright, was the great 
object of his instructions to young believers. ^Not 
merely in offices of devotion,' he was wont to say, 
* not merely in prayer and ^orts for the salvation of 
others, momentous as these duties are, but in every 
concern of life, let eadi act and feeling be turned into 
the performance of duty. Religion, if genuine, will 
possess and animate the entire man. It is knowledge 
in the understanding, and purity in the heart; it Li 
kindness, modesty, and candor in our social intercourse ; 
it is uprightness, integrity, and gen«t>sity in our secular 
concerns ; it is the regulation of our desires, the gov* 
ernment of our passions, the harmonious union of what* 
ever things are honest, just, lovely, and of good report/ " 

In this account, by Prof. Ooodrich, of the instructions 
imparted by Pres.^ Dwight to the pupils of his charge 
at their entrance upon their Christian course, we are 
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introduced toflie vei^begionbgsof Mr. Baldwin's ]ife 
ofpiefy. The seed thus sown took root, sprang up, 
and bore abundant fruit. His whole Christian charac- 
ter, as will yet be seen, appears to have been formed 
after the above model, and to have attained a h^h de- 
gree of completeness. That symmetry of soul, which 
he afterwards so eminently exhibited, had its origin, 
doubtless, through divine grace, in the teachings of that 
man of God, who was himself so illustrious an exam- 
ple (and so through life esteemed by Mr. Baldwin) of 
the truth which he so forcibly inculcated. 

We find the subject of our narrative, resolving, a few 
days after his hopeful conversion, to commence a pri- 
yate journal. The first entry is dated at New-Haren, 
April 27, 1806, and is as follows :— ^ Resolved upcm 
keeping a diary for my own private r^ections. Alas, 
my former life ! Eighteen years have I lived without 
God in the world \ O fM^ecious time, how lost forever; 
miserably lost, worse than lost, awfully misspent; O 
Father of mercies^ this bode do I dedicate to thy s^*- 
vice; may each opening leaf exhibit the feelings of a 
heart thankful for thy meretes, engaged in thy cause. 
Oh ! grant that I may live to thy glory ; give me that 
love that passetfa all understanding, that eeal for thy 
cause which thou wilt be pleased to bless, that humility 
which thou wilt not despise ; may no corrupt deare 
find its way to my heart ; lead me not into temptation, 
but deliver me when I am tempted, and to thee shall 
be ascribed the power and the glory forever. Amen." 

It has already appeared, that previous to this season 
of revival in college, and fcnr many years, he bad borne 
a most reputable character, and was regarded, to somfe 
extent, as already a subject of divine grace. Yet all 
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this period he counts as lost, and worse than lost. 
Whatever may have been his convictions of duty, and 
however exemplary his outward conduct, it must all go 
for nothing, until he openly espouses the cause of his 
Savior. Now, if not before, he admits the truth of that 
declaration, ^^ He that is not with me, is against me." 

The season for the administration of the Lord's 
Supper to the college-church was approaching. He 
had made application for admission to the holy ordi- 
nance, and had been accepted. In view of his public 
profession he thus writes : 

^ AfrU 27. Had many fears with regard to the 
solemn transaction just before me. Am I a child of 
Ood or not % is the important, the all-interestbg ques^ 
tion. Oh that God would give me grace to examine 
myself as to my discerning the Lord's body ! Who 
can bear the thought of being a hypocrite in Zion 7 

" My soul is much in darkness. Wbere have my af- 
fections gone 1 Am I deceived ? Have I no love to 
Ood, his laws, and ordinances ? Am I still under the 
ruling power of Satan 1 Awake, O my soul ! What 
thinkest thou of such a state ? — of treading under foot 
the precious blood of the Son of God 1 O Father of 
mercies ! to thee I cry in a distressing time ; Oh ! bring 
my feet up out of the miry clay, and establish them on 
the rock, Christ Jesus ; enable me, I beseech thee, to 
give myself up entirely to thee, * Thou alone hast the 
words of eternal life.' Be thou my portion and my all 
forever. 

'" My sins during the past week have been great and 
aggravating. Who but God could bear with such a 
monster of iniquity ? Who but Christ could make an 
atonement equal to his crimes ? O blessed Savior ! 
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may I lie wa&ed in tty Uood ; tbea shall I be able 
viiih thy assistance, to resist the fiery darts of the 
wicked one." 

These extracts are characteristic. His Christian 
course, for the most part, exhibits the same dread of 
«elf-deception and hypocrisy, the same consciousness of 
dreadful guilt in the sight <»f God, the same abhorrence 
of sin, and the same dependence on the precious * blood 
erf* sprinkling.' He ever felt that he could not be too 
strict with his own heaft Scarcely could he perceive 
any thing in his daily experience that a pate Qod could 
approve. Thus the very next day be writes,—** No 
affections for God." 

As the hour of his puUic consecration to God ap- 
proached he appears to have been moore and more op- 
pressed with a sense of his unwortbiness. On the 
Friday previous lie exclaims, — >** What am I to-day 1 
My soul ! stop, and take an Impartial view. How did 
I spend the past day? How am I i^ending this? 
Why is it that I am thus spared 1 Why do I thus drag 
out my miserable life, estranged from God ? What is 
like to be the end of such a life 1 O most holy God ! 
I beseech thee to wash away my sin £;>r the Re- 
deemer's sake. Remonbcar me according to thine in- 
finite mercy. Show me every day more of my sinful 
heart, more of the fading nature of earthly enjoyments. 
Oh ! make me a vessel to serve thee ; while I live in 
this world, may I devote myself to thy cause.^' 

He had evidently been very desirous to see, as he 
expresses it, ** more of his mful heart." To this he 

had for many days been directing his constant search ; 
and now he is overwhelmed with the sight ; he can 
scarcely look up ; he is a miserable sinner ; he won- 
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ders that Ood can spare such a wretch ; he abhors 
himself. It is often thus that the Christian becomes .a 
terror to himself, when his eyes are fixed more on the 
corruptions of his own heart, than on the sorrows of 
his bleeding Lord. 

The morrow finds him still at the work of self- 
inspection. In the mornmg he writes, — ^* Felt much 
depressed with a sense of my hardness of heart ; re- 
solved to devote a particular portion of the afternoon to 
secret duties and meditation. .Oh diat God would be 
with me and direct me ! How sweet it is to worship 
God aright ! Oh that my heart were formed for his 
service 1 then I could say that one hour spent in his 
service is better than ages spent elsewhere. But, alas, 
the carnal mind ! O blessed Jesus ! purify my heart 
for thy service. ^ If thou wilt, thou canst make me 
clean.' May this afternoon be the best that I have 
ever enjoyed." 

In the afternoon he is in much the same state of 
mind. '^ Felt," he says, ^' more calm, and at the same 
time awed at the thoughts of the solemn scene just be- 
fore me. My heart desires to be for God, or I am de- 
ceived. Which of these two cases, my soul, will 
apply to thee 1 What is thy condition ? Alas ! the 
solemn question has been so often put that it has lost 
its effect." From this it appears that his character had 
undergone for some time past the severest scrutiny. So 
constantly had he inquired into the state of his heart, 
that he scarcely waited for the honest reply, or tarried 
for the verdict of conscience. Himself he could not too 
much condemn ; but he - might have honored the Sa« 
vior more by a more frequent visit to his cross. 

Almost at a loss what to say of himself, he casts his 
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soul upon the arms of a eovenant-keeping God. " One 
remedy/^ he exclainas, is yet left : * The Jjord's arm is 
not shortened^ that it cannot save, neither his ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear.' O thou Father of mer-- 
cies ! the solemn transaction is just before me, and my 
heart shrinks with fear ; enable me, I beseech thee, to 
oflfer up myself to thee without reserve. On thee I am 
dependent ; except thou be with me, how shall I eome 
into thy presence 1 Except thou guide my feet, they 
will plunge into * the miry clay.' Oh ! give me a heart 
to pray to thee. Defend me from temptations ; be thou 
my ALL. May this approaching Sabbath be a cause of 
my rejoicing in thy kingdom." 

In closing, he pleads the merit of his Savior, and as- 
cribes all the power and glory to the God of his salva- 
tion. 

The eventful day of his consecration to the Lord' 
Jesus dawns, and finds him true to his purpose, and 
girding himself for his Master's work. 

^^ May l$t, Sunday mornings. My mind feels calm, 
and serene, but I have not that devotion that I could 
wish for. This day I am preparing to come forward 
to the table of the Lord. The holy angels and God 
himself will be witnesses of the scene. Can this be 
true, and^ I still lack affection 1 O ungrateful soul ! 
Can^t thou come forward to the table of the Lord, to 
celebrate the dying love of Jesus, with so little emotion ? 
Methinks my soul should burn with the thought. For 
me his sacred body was stretched upon the cross ; for 
me he bowed his sacred head, and gave up the ghost ; — 
for me, a poor guilty sinner ! Oh that the Lord would 
manifest himself to me this day, as he does not unto the 
world!" 
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In all this selfHserutiny it cannot «Ksape notice tbat 
the subject of this memmr bad fallen into an error that 
has been too often observable in the experience of 
American Cbnstians. While the young expectant of 
heavenly glory cannot too thoroughly renounce him- 
self, nor be too jealous over his own heart, he may be 
so engrossed with the work of ^sounding thexlepths 
within, and comparing it with the law of God,'' as to 
lose every ray of hope, and sink into a state bordering 
upon despair. " There is joy,'* says one, ** in what 1 
looking at the state of the heart ? No; but in be- 
lieving ; in looking to Jesus, and in trusting in him. 
While the soul turns in upon itself, it may, and it often 
does examine, and watch, and excite itsdf to a constant 
wal^fulness, until it shrinks, like Ae sensitive plant, 
from duty and from hope. Or, perhaps, stung with a 
sense of s^ritual danger, it rolls itself in agony, and 
calls up the most harrowing and terrifying conceptions 
of its eternal state. Oh ! when will Christians remem- 
ber that their life comes not from themselves, but from 
Christ ; and then look, not to their own guiltiness for 
consolation, but to him who is tlie chiefest among ten 
thousand ? — ^There is peace, and joy, and hope in ba- 
Itevifig. But it comes from bdievingj and not from 
doubt and uncertainty." 

In this respect Mr. B., in common with the converts 
of his day, and in accordance with the instructions of 
the ministry of that and a previous generation, erred on 
the side of self-scrutiny. Many among us commit the 
more fatal error of trusting their own hearts too much. 
This is something very difiGerent from the '* Life, Walk, 
and Triumph of jPa«^A," which it is the great work of 
the gospel to commend to a dying world ;— a Faith 
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tiiat looksr only to the cross of Jems for hope, and peace^ 
and joy ; — a Faith that says r 

'* Nothing in mf hand I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling ; 
Rock of ages, cleft for me ! 
Let me hidv myself in thee." 



CHAPTER III. 

Spiritual £xperience.->Pious Resolutions. — Deep Waters. — 
Faint, yet pursuing. — Pecuniary Embarrassments. — Leaves 
College for a season.— Assists Rev. Dr. Backus as teacher. — 
Growth in grace. 

Wb are now to contemplate the young student, as a 
member of the Church of Christ This sol^nn e^usal 
to the Lord took place, as we have seen, on the first 
day of May, 1808. In the afternoon, he makes a re- 
cord of the state of mind in which he commenced the 
Christian profes^on : 

** The solemn scene is past. I have publicly deliver- 
ed myself up to God. * * * My thoughts, this fore- 
noon, during the solemn act of dedicating n^self to 
God, have been attended with awe. To be in the 
presence of an All-seeing God has appeared to me 
peculiarly solemn as well as desirable. I have resolved 
to live to the Lord from this time forever. O Lord ! 
what am I or my lather's house, that thou shouldst al- 
low me this privilege of coming to thy table to cele- 
brate Christ's death 1 Oh ! I beseech thee, that I may 
live according to the profession which thou hast enabled 
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me to make this day. Oh ! wilt thou from time to time 
show me my heart. May I be truly thankful for thy 
mercies, penitent for my sins^ May I live soberly and 
righteously as I ought. Preserve me from every temp- 
tation, especially those which are natural to youth. 
And may I live to thee wholly and entirely.'* 

On the last day of the spring-term, Tuesday, May 3, 
he writes again : — " Have had many pleasing thoughts 
since last Sunday. God has graciously upheld me. 
But, alas ! how have I sinned against him ! Oh that I 
could live to him ! My life seems to be little less than 
a continued state of rebellion against him. O most 
merciful Father ! forgive, I beseech thee, the inequality 
of thy servant, and blot out my transgressions, for the 
Redeemer's sake." 

The following vacation, which commenced the next 
day, and continued four weeks, he passed with his 
kindred at Durham. The state of his mind during this 
period he briefly records on bis return to college : 

" Wednesday, June 1st. Oh ! how does it become me 
to thank God for all his tender mercies towards me 
during the last vacation ! My feelings have been va- 
rious ; sometimes cast down, sometimes raised up. Oh 
that I could magnify the Lord as I ought ! I feel in 
myself an inclination to be lukewarm. Can this be 
consistent with Christianity ?" 

Shortly after his hopeful conversion he had drawn 
up a series of resolutions, or rules Tor the government 
of his future life. These were mislaid or lost at Dur- 
ham. After his return he endeavored to repair the 
loss: 

" June 4. Resolved, that, by God's assistance, I will 
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endeavor to keep the following Resolutions^ being the 
amount of my former ones :. 

" 1. Resolved, that I will make it my constant prac- 
tice to devote some part of Saturday for the purpose of 
preparing for the Lord's day. 

"2. Resolved, that I will endeavor to spend the 
whole of the Sabbath in God's service, knowing that I 
must render an account thereof to God. 

"3. Resolved, that I will make secret prayer my 
practice morning and evening. 

" 4. Resolved, that I will avoid evil company, and 
flee youthful lusts and vanities. 

" 5. Resolved, that I will never form an opinion 
rashly concerning any subject of importance, looking to 
God for assistance in all my undertakings. 

^ 6. Resolved, that I will never undertake any busi- 
ness for the success of which I cannot in conscience ask 
God's blessing. 

" 7. Resolved, that I will always give my superiors 
that honor which is their due, and never behave proudly 
to my inferiors. 

" 8. Resolved to make it my daily endeavor to con- 
quer my natural passions, such as hatred, revenge, and 
the like. 

" 9. Resolved, that in all my doings I will fear God 
rather than man. 

" 10. Resolved to read the Scriptures daily ; pray- 
ing God to give me a right understanding of them, and 
a heart to make them perpetually the guide of my faith 
and practice, and the solace of my pilgrimage through 
this wicked world. 

" 11. Resolved to avoid, as much as possible, dis- 
putes on trivial subjects. 



V 
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^' 12* Resolved to guard against anger, at sudi timesr 
as duty may render it necessary for me to oppose the 
erroneous principles and practices of the world. 

^^ 13. Resolved to set a guard over my eyes and 
thoughts in the sanctuary of the Lord. 

" 14. Resolved to study frugality in my diet, espe- 
cially in things calculated to feed sensual desires. 

^ 15. Resolved to sleep so much only as may be 
necessary for my health. 

'^ Resolved to read these resolutions every Saturday, 
or the latter part of the week, examining my conduct, 
and praying Grod to enable me to keep them, as far aa 
they are agreeable to his will, and to forgive all the 
breaches of the same. 

^^ 17. Resolved to examine into the soundness of my 
Christian hope, as often as once a fortnight, and to note 
the result of each examination." 

In these resolutions we have a clue to his besetting 
sdns. Several of them were undoubtedly suggested by 
his daily experience. In relation to moi^ of the mat» 
ters to which they refer, he felt it necessary to be pecu^ 
liarly watchful, and to bind himself in the most solemn 
manner, lest he should at any time offend. 

We perceive, also, the strong bent of his soul to the 
service of his Redeemer. It was not enough for him, 
as it is, alas ! with too many others, to have become a 
member of Christ's visible body ; he would also walk 
worthy of his vocation. He longs, he pants, for entire 
conformity to the law of his God — to mortify every 
sinful passion, to subdue every carnal lust, to improve 
all the means of grace, to walk circumspectly ^ redeem- 
ing the time,' and to make full proof of his hope. He 
has no thought of returning to the world, but with 
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Paul, he is for pressing * toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.' He has 
scarcely any patience with himself because he finds so 
much remaining propensity to sin — so few and so faint 
desires for God, and that he makes so little progress in 
the life of God. 

Accwdingly the very next day, " Sunday^ June Uh^^ 
he thus writes : — " How slow my affections move, if 
they move at all! How have I sinned this day! To- 
day I have sat down at the table of the Lord. His 
death has been set before me. Alas f what backward* 
ness, what lukewarmness have 1 felt to-day ! My life 
is but little better than one continued series of sint and 
rebellion against God. Who but God eooM bear with 
such a monster of iniquity ? Yet God has even this 
day afforded me, if I am not deceived, some tokens of 
bis favor, and how many of his mercy \ Oh that God 
would tune my heart for his praise — ^tbat he would 
direct my feet in his commandments ! When he re- 
moves his supporting hand, how soon I fall ! cursed 
sin ! how I hate thee ; yet, like a fool, am comCinuaHy 
beguiled into thy paths. Happy he, who is delivered 
from the snares and temptations of sense, who can 
praise God and never tire ! And shall this ever be my 
lot ? Yes, if I hate sin ; if it is a burden to my soul. 
If this is the case, the time is at hand when I shall 
raise my voice, with all the holy angels, in praise to 
God. O blessed hope ! This shall encourage me to 
go on, and struggle manfully against sin. I shall 
finally get the victory. Blessed God ! be thou on my 
side. Cover me, I humbly beseech thee, with the hol- 
low of thy hand. Then shall I not be dismayed^ If 

3 
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thou be for me, I care not who may be against me. 
Thou art my rock." 

In a strain very similar he describes his feelings on 
the following Sabbath : 

^^ June \3ihy A. M. Alas ! how my thoughts run ! 
I scarcely keep them upon any thing that is solemn. 
What will be the end of such a wicked heart 1 Oh ! 
miserable sinner that I am ! ^ who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death V How do I long to be delivered 
from this load of sin ! When shall the time of my de- 
parture come 1 Methinks, if it will but deliver me from 
these corrupt inclinations and desires, I could meet the 
summons with joy. But I may mistake in this thing. 
How deceitful the human heart ! Who can trace it ? 
Who can discover its corruptions ? Think, my soul ! 
on this, and ^prepare to meet thy God.' Lord! be 
graciously pleased to show me my sins, pardon my 
iniquities, and love me freely. Oh ! am I not thine 1 
Thou knowest." 

At " 12 o'clock" he continues the mournful record 
(rf his sins. " How swiftly time passes ! This Sabbath 
is already far spent, but, alas ! how have I spent it ? 
Consider this, O my soul ! What hast thou been en- 
gaged in to-day 1 What have become of thy aflFections 1 
How long dost thou think to sleep ? Alas ! what am I 
but selfishness and sin ? Every day brings full proof 
of my vileness. Can this be true, and I be a Chris- 
tian ? Oh ! I fear.— Lord ! * deliver me from the body 
of this death.' Sanctify my soul in the blood of Jesus, 
and lead me in the way of life eternal. Enable me to 
' qpend the remamder of thy holy Sabbath in fenrent 
devotion." 
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Again, at the expiration of another week, he is in 
bitterness by reason of his sins, and condemns himself 
for his coldness : 

" June 19thy Sunday morning* — My state of mirtd 
the last week has been distressing. What am I ? is 
the question. Alas ! what shall I do ? O miserable 
soul! what shall I do for thee? Shall I give my 
body to the flames? What would it profit? I am 
determined, by God's grace, what to do. ' I will arise 
and go to my Father, and will say unto him, Father ! 
I have sinned against heaven and before thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy son ; make me as one 
of thy hired servants.' O Father of mercies ! make me 
but the door-keeper of thy house, and then I will be 
content. Oh ! save me from sin, which, methinks, my 
soul hateth. 

" O Lord ! show me my heart. Wilt thou this day 
grant me thy face and favor. Oh ! may I fast aright ; 
may my heart's desires ascend to thee, my God ! I 
come to thee as a sinner. May the all-atoning blood 
of Jesus be applied to my soul. Oh ! who can tell the 
burden of sin? How distressing to pray without a 
heart — without affections ! Have I not sinned enough 
against my own soul ? Have I not abused the precious 
blood of the Son of God long enough ? Come, my 
soul ! go, praise the Lord : go and offer him thy love 
for all his goodness. Go view the love of Jesus — see 
him stretched on the accursed tree, a bleeding sacrifice 
for thy sins, to save thee from death. And canst thou 
not love him ? O hardened heart ! Methinks, I would 
willingly tear thee from my bosom, if that would mend 
the matter. When, Lord! wilt thou cleanse my 
heart?" 
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He was evidently at this time passing through deep 
waters. Wave after wave swept over his soul. The 
adversary was perioitted to worry and vex his soul, and 
even God seemed to have forsaken him. Yet in all 
this darkness we see the Christian. With holy Job he 
cries — ^' Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." 
The characteristics of the new creature are clearly ex- 
hibited. He hates nothing so much as sin. It is all 
his trouble. He loathes it. He longs for deliverance. 
He is ready to do, be, or suffer, any thing, if he may 
only be pure in God's sight. Death itself would be to 
him an unspeakable blessing, if it would but put an 
end to his sinning against God. 

Yet, as previous to his public profession, he is more 
occupied with the Law than the Gospel. He seems as 
yet to have learned only in part that " what the Law 
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ; that the right- 
eousness of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.'* Jealous over 
himself with a godly jealousy, he yet honors not, as he 
ought to have done, the all-abounding grace of his 
Redeemer. Christ and his all-sufficient righteousness, 
though evidently all his hope, are yet too frequently 
lost sight o£ Hence his darkness, his grief, his horror. 

^^ June 2^thy Sunday morning. — Where hast thou 
been, O my soul ! that thou art so hardened 1 Wilt 
thou forever remain blind to thy own good? My 
thoughts this morning have been worldly and erring, 
beyond what I have experienced, on a Sunday morning, 
since I obtained a hope of being reconciled to God. 
Much I fear that I am deceived. Alas ! what shall I 
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do t Live so I canoot. Live better I must Lord ! 
please to direct me in the pathway of duty. Show me 
my heart. Fit me for Ihy worship. Oh that my heart 
might be seized for thee ! Oh 1 wiit thou humble me 
for my sins 1 May I repent of my iniquities. Except 
thou give me grace how can I serve thee 'i Lord ! I 
acknowledge that I am the most vile of all thy crea- 
tures. Ob ! save me from my own eril heart. Leave 
me not to myself. 

" My feelings during the last week have beenTarious, 
but not generally of the most comforting kind, I have 
sinned and prayed God to foi^ve, and fell right into 
^n again, even while I was asking for foi^veness. O 
Lord ! deal not with me according to my folty." 

In all this there is not the least affectation. No- 
thing can be more evident than his honesty in these 
records. He really felt all that he expresses, and 
much more. Though in all the college, perhaps, (and 
80 his fellow-students are ready to testify,) there was 
not another more humble, more faithful, more exem- 
plary in his whole conduct; yet, such had been his 
diligence in the work of self-inspection, to himself it 
seemed that not another could be found so vile. Of his 
own heart he could see much ; of othera almost no- 
thing. And such was his abundant charity, that the 
failings of others were in his eyes but the result of in- 
firmity, not the worlcings of a depraved hciiit. In 
respect to others his charity covered " a mollilude of 
sins." But for himself he had no charity at all. 

Now and then be would rise above this state of de- 
pression, and suffer his thoughts to soar away to the 
world of glory. Of this character is the record of the 
following Sabbath : 
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^^ Sunday^ July 3. How pleasant are the Sabbaths 
of the Lord ! Oh ! were it not for them, what should 
I do here ? The world would be a wilderness. But 
for the light of God's countenance^ life would be a bur- 
den. Oh ! methinks I long for the heavenly rest. 
When shall I be free from sin? O happy hour! 
come ! Why should I grovel here in the dust ? I have 
crucified my Redeemer enough. I have abused his 
mercies enough. I have wallowed in sin long enough. 
My soul ! awake and praise the Lord. Alas ! this 
clog of flesh, of pride, and of sin ! O Lord ! fit me for 
thy service. Pity my poor attempts to serve thee, and 
* lead me in the way everlasting.* 

" I have this day given myself anew to the Lord. 
Methinks, from this time I will endeavor to live nigh 
to God. In his strength I ^ shall do valiantly ;' in my 
own I shall do nothing.' ' 

At the expiration of another week he appears to be 
" faint, yet pursuing" — almost overcome, yet resolved 
never to give up to the foe : 

" Sunday y July 10. Alas ! how flies my time I What 
have I done for God the last week ? Think, O my 
soul ! what hast thou been doing 1 Can I endure to 
live in this manner ? I have this day labored under a 
multitude of evil thoughts. The world (O my ene- 
my !) besets me on every side, and nothing will suffice 
but I must — I must deny my Lord ! And is it so ? 
Wilt thou, O my enemy ! take up with nothing but my 
soul ! I trust in God that thou shalt get nothing by 
thy extravagant demands. God holds me yet. Jesus 
will not let me go. O blessed Jesus ! come quickly, 
lest my enemy take me. I have no strength at all to 
resist without thy help. Come, thou darling of my 
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soul ! Why wouldst thou hide thy lovely countenance 
till I die 1 How shall the dead praise thee 1 Oh ! 
then, delay not. * I am sick of love.' Spread thy 
garment over me, and say — * Live !' — May I be rav- 
ished with the beauty of thy countenance, O thou fairest 
of the sons of men ! keep me from sin — from polluting 
thy holy law. Oh ! remember me in mercy.'' 

Now he begins to see Jesus as he is, and his idns are 
forgotten for the moment. It was at the table of the 
Lord, while gazing on ^^ the martyred Lamb," that the 
change seems to have taken place. It was thus that 
God gave him *^ a little reviving in the house of his 
bondage." But it seems to have been only " for a little 
space." The next Sabbath-morning finds him still 
taking his wicked heart to task for its coldness and 
treachery. 

" July 17. Have been remarkably stupid this last 
week. Oh ! how has the world engaged my heart ! I 
grovel here like a fool, little thinking of my future 
heritage. When shall this dream be past ? O foolish, 
backsliding heart! how little dost thou do for God! 
What praise hast thou to bestow for the light of this 
morning 1 Another holy day is come, another Sabbath 
has dawned upon thee. This is the day that God has 
sanctified. Oh! what a blessed God! Who could 
have thought of such a thing — ^that I, a miserable 
worm, should be allowed one of God's precious days 1 It 
is no less than a little part of heaven. Come then, my 
soul, 

* e njoy thy rest, '' 

Improve the day thy Qod has blestj " 

With such aspirations he attended public worship, and 
heard in the morning a sermon from the Rev. Mr. Grif- 
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fin, (then pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Newark, N. J.,) by which his spirit was greatly re- 
freshed. "Eloquence and truth," he writes in the 
afternoon, " have been set before rae in a very striking 
light. Thanks be to God for raising up such ministers 
for his church. Never did truth appear to me in a 
more inviting form. Oh ! who can praise thee suffi- 
ciently, Lord ! for thy abundant mercy to fallen man ? 
Oh ! keep me from sin and all iniquity. Lord ! my 
waiting eyes are unto thee. Do not deny thy unwor- 
thy servants Lord ! make me to know thy holy char- 
act«*, and remember me in mercy, for Christ's sake." 

Self-reproaches, however, continue to form the bur- 
den of his weekly record. " Alas !" he says, " July 24, 
how do I serve my God ! how do I requite the blessed 
Jesus for all his sufferings ! O, most holy God ! be 
pleased, I humbly entreat thee, to behold me with pity 
and tender compassion. Ob ! frown not on thy unwor- 
thy servant as I deserve, lest I die. How can I live 
without thee 1 Oh ! may I desire none on earth beside 
thee." 

** Jvly 31. How soon my pleasures flee, how soon 
my love abates; ! I scarcely learn to call God my Fa- 
ther, ere I am to him like a stranger. How long shall 
I be loaded with * the body of this death V How long 
ere the chain shall be broken, and I shall see my God 
as he is 7 Foolish heart ! why so charmed with the 
vain things of the world 1 why so careful to acquire 
the vanities of time ? Knowest thou not that shortly 
thy Lord will come 1 Away, then, ye vain and foolish 
thoughts ! The things of time are not worth thy eter- 
nal loss, my soul I Go, meditate upon the goodness of 
God. There lies thy safety, there thy hope." 
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These records show that he was not afraid to know 
himself. To most men it is a wearisome thing to be 
always probing their own hearts, and learning the 
worst of themselves. Even the children of God, too 
many of them, are strangers at home. They know 
almost every thing else, connected with their stations in 
life, better than the operations of their own minds. 
They can scarcely be persuaded to enter upon the work 
of proving their own selves, much less of making a 
faithful record of this examination, that they may see 
themselves as they are. 

During the remainder of his first year in college, he 
seems to have had more comfort in religion. And even 
when he complains of himself, we see him flymg to the 
cross for refuge. 

" Sept 4, Sabbath. Alas ! I have fallen again into 
my old way of sinning. I record it to my own shame. 
This forenoon my heart has been roving after forbidden 
objects. O Jesus, blessed Jesus ! to thy blood would I 
come for remission. Oh ! save me, or I perish. Thou 
alone, O Heavenly Father ! canst save. Thou alone 
canst make my crimsoned heart ^ as white as snow,' 
through a Redeemer's blood. Oh ! come, enable me 
to repent sincerely, and turn to thee with all my 
heart." 

The college-year closed oh the 14th of September. 
The vacation, which continued until the 26th of Octo- 
ber, he passed with the friends of his childhood. He 
returned to college on Thursday, Oct. 27th. On Sat- 
urday he resumes his journal, and says : " I have expe- 
rienced, this vacation, the sovereign kindness of God in 
upholding me, and granting me a comfortable supply 
of the good things of this life, and an affectionate in- 
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terview with my friends. But, alas ! where has been 
my gratitude 1 How has my time run to waste ! Oh 
that God would direct roe in the way of duty ! For- 
give, most holy Father ! all my multiplied transgres- 
sions.'^ 

On Sdbhathy the 30th, he is again urging himself to 
a more devotional frame : " My affections to-day are 
cold and languishmg. What, O my soul ! dost thou 
intend ? Shall I be so lively in the pursuit of worldly 
objects, and so cold in the service of God ? God for- 
bid. Awake, my soul ! this is the day of salvation. 
This day, thy Savior arose and burst the bars of death. 
This day, he made an end of the great work of redemp- 
tion. Come, then, and offer thy tribute of praise; 
come, join the heavenly throng and ascribe to God 
blessing, and honor, and praise forever and ever." 

He came, the following Sabbath, to the Lord's Sup- 
per, with more than his wonted quietness of soul ; — 
** But I fear," he says, " my inward calmness arose too 
much from stupidity. My affections are too languish- 
ing. I feel too little of my dependence on God for his 
mercies, as well as unthankful for his goodness. Alas ! 
what am 1 1 What are my best performances ? Such 
as must inevitably sink my soul to hell, unless the puri- 
fying blood of Christ prevent. O Father of mercies 1 
behold me not as I am of myself, but in and through 
Christ ; and may thy love be imparted to my soul." 

Again he is overwhelmed with a sense of his guilt, 
and cries out, {Sunday, J\ov. 13) — ^^'Am much dis- 
tressed with evil thoughts. It seems to me that my 
heart is harder than the adamant. I am truly more 
vile than the children of men. What a wonder of 
mercy it is that I am not consumed ! — that God has 
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not come out against me in wrath ! Why are the in- 
vitations of the gospel offered to such a monster of ini- 
quity? O blessed God! remember me according to 
thy loving-kindness. Overcome the mountain of my 
iniquities. If I am ever saved^ it must be of free grace. 
O lovely Jesus ! tarry not, but come quickly, lest I 
perish. * Lord ! I believe ; help thou my unbelief.' " 

Another Sabbath brings him again into the light of 
God's countenance : " Sunday ^ JVbr. 20. Felt much 
delighted with Dr. Dwight's sermon this afternoon. 
What a blessing is God's holy day, and his worship ! 
how pleasant his word ! how just his anger against 
sin ! Come, then, my soul ! praise the Lord. Come, 
take thy seat in the dust, take shame to thyself that 
thou hast sinned against him. What is this world ? 
what are its vanities and pleasures 1 Why art thou 
chained down to sense 1" 

The record of the next Sabbath, at which time he 
appears to have been almost ready to give up his hope, 
introduces a principal occasion of his trouble : "Sun- 
day, JVbv. 27. How roving my thoughts! Alas! 
what reason have I to fear that I have never * chosen 
that good part which shall not be taken away from' 
me. The concerns of this transitory life absorb my 
thoughts and leave very little for God j I fear not any. 
My hateful heart ! Who ever had one so vile, so fool- 
ish, so sottish, so inattentive to its own interest ?" 

Like many other worthy young men, he had entered 
upon a course of study, without knowing whence his 
means were to be derived. While in his preparatory 
course, he could dwell at home, and share with his 
father's family their frugal fare. But in college he 
must necessarily incur expenses for his daily suste- 
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nance, which oould be met only with money. His 
godly father was willing to go to the extent of his 
ability, but it was more than be was able to meet. ^' In 
the beginning of my sophomore year I found myself in 
debt, without money, and without the hope of receiving 
it immediately from my parents." 

He was embarrassed. He knew not how to go on. 
It distressed his mmd and depressed his spirits^ It acted 
upon his spiritual comforts, and became a temptation 
to him. '^ He toas very ambUious to excel as a scholar,*^ 
(So says one who, in after years, was admitted to his 
utmost confidence.) But this was now out of the ques* 
tion, unless he should be assisted by the charitable. 
This he could not think of. ^^ He was unwilling to 
receive aid,*' (as the friend, just referred to, remarks) — 
a state of feeling which in later years he neither justi- 
fied in himself, nor recommended to others. He was 
not so willing to be counted poor for Christ's sake, as 
Paul was, and as every faithful minister should be, if 
called to make the sacrifice. Although he indulged 
not a thought of drawing back, his mind was often 
depressed, and subject to severe conflicts. Here was 
his vulnerable party and the adversary, no doubt, took 
advantage of it to mar that, which he could not entirely 
destroy." 

It was under these discouragements that much of the 
preceding record was penned. This fact, while it does 
not excuse his want of a more implicit faith — a more 
constantly " looking unto Jesus," yet sheds much light 
upon his darkness. 

He now sought, and by the recommendation of a 
college friend, obtained a situation for several months 
as teacher. The prospect of relief from pecuniary em- 
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barrassments bad a favorable influence upon his reli- 
gious experience. *^ Give me/' said the son of Jakeh^ 
" neither poverty nor riches ; feed me with food con- 
venient for me." Neither of these conditions is favor- 
able to serenity and cheerful hope. They present 
peculiar obstacles and temptations : — ^^ Lest I be full 
and deny thee, and say — ^ Who is the Lord V or lest I 
be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in 
vain." 

The next Sabbath he again approached the Lord's 
table, but with more elevated affections. ^^ Methinks," 
he says, " my soul longs for Christ. My state of mind 
this forenoon has been comfortable, though troubled 
with many wandering thoughts. Blessed God ! thou 
hast seen my iniquity ; forgive it for Jesus' sake. My 
iniquities are truly like mountains, but ^ my Redeemer 
liveth,' — ^ Jesus Christ the righteous.' " 

" How solemn," he exclaims at the close of the day, 
*^ is the house of God ! how awful his majesty, his jus- 
tice, his indignation, his holiness! How strict his 
requirements! The heart must be given him — the 
thoughts, the affections. How awful, then, is the place 
where he meets to conmiune with his people ! Yet, 
who would not wish to be there ? Who would not 
wish to adore his goodness, justice, love and mercy to- 
wards his creatures, especially towards us, rebel men 1 
How the pious heart will eternally mount up in adora- 
tion of his perfections ! Think, O my soul ! is such a 
heaven prepared for thee ? Yes, if thou dost repent. 
Away, then, with trifles. Let the sensualist take his 
fill of carnality ; the covetous sink amid the ruins of 
his property ; but for thee God has a greater and more 
noble work." 
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He now bade adieu to'the balls of college, to enter 
for a time into a new vocation. Tbrougb tbe recom- 
mendation of Mr. Noab Coe, (now pastor of tbe Con- 
gregational cburcb at Greenwicb, Conn.,) wbo bad 
preceded bim in college tbree years, and by wbom 
Mr. B. was bigbly esteemed, be was admitted into tbe 
family of tbe Rev. Azel Backus, D. D., of Betblem, 
Conn., in tbe capacity of usber, or assistant teacber. 
Dr. Backus, sbortly after bis settlement in 1790, as tbe 
successor of tbe renowned Bellamy, opened a select 
scbool for tbe training of young men for college. Tbis 
scbool was extensively known, and youtb from remote 
quarters of tbe land were frequently confided to bis 
care. It partook very mucb of tbe cbaracter of a 
bousebold, as most of tbe students became members of 
his family. At first, and until nearly tbe time to 
whicb tbis narrative is brougbt, tbe scholars were un- 
der tbe sole tuition of tbe principal. But increasing 
occupations bad constrained bim, as in tbe case of Mr. 
Coe and Mr. Baldwin, to employ an assistant. 

Tbe removal of Mr. Baldwin to Betblem was of 
great personal advantage. Tbe seclusion of college- 
life bad already operated very unfavorably upon bis 
spirits. He needed to be brougbt out into tbe more 
active duties of a busy vocation — to mingle more witb 
Christians of mature piety and rich experience. Tbe 
people of Betblem bad for nearly half a century en- 
joyed tbe ministry of tbe Rev. Dr. Bellamy, a disciple 
of tbe elder President Edwards, and one of tbe master- 
spirits of bis age. Trained under bis energetic and 
discriminating ministry, they bad learned to think, and 
reason, and determine truth for themselves. To the 
reputation and influence of his great predecessor, as 
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well as to his place. Dr. Backus had succeeded. Happy 
indeed might the young convert regard himself in being 
permitted to avail himself of such influences for the 
cultivation of his faith and hope. 

Mr. Baldwin did not fail to appreciate his privileges. 
For Dr. Backus he ever afterwards entertained the 
most affectionate respect. " Dr. B. and his lady/* he 
says, ^^ were kind and affectionate towards me, and I 
have reason to thank God for bringing me into their 
family." 

He now earnestly gave himself to his new pursuits. 
Ever anxious to fulfil his whole duty, he endeavored to 
make himself as highly useful as possible. His pupils, of 
whom many survive, bear testimony to his lively inter- 
est in their welfare, and cherish the remembrance of 
their intercourse with him as among their greatest bless- 
ings. 

His religious experience during this period was quite 
diversified. At one time we hear him complaining, as 
formerly, of his miserable condition, and of the languid 
state of his affections : 

« Saturday y Feb. 10, 1809. My state of mind for the 
two past weeks ought to be a matter of lamentation to 
me. I live in no manner as I ought. God, indeed, has 
continued to me his blessing. Every morning has shed 
its peaceful light around me, while the evening has 
continually returned to refresh my wearied body. Who 
can speak of the mercies of God ? Who can exhaust 
the riches of his grace 1 I feel myself much tied down 
to the pleasures of the world, to light thoughts and con- 
versation. I do not spend God's holy day as I ought. 
Pride kills all my pleasure. I ask amiss and receive 
not. * * * God be merciful to me a sinner P blessed 
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Jesus ! to thy cross would I flee. I know that with 
thee it is all the same to foi^ve few or many trans- 
gressions. Wash my soul from every sin." 

At another time wc hear him breaking forth in 
praises for the enjoyment of God's love. Under date 
of Sunday y Feb. IS, he says, ^' Saturday evening was 
with me a peculiar time. If I am not deluded, if I am 
not flattering myself with false hopes, I experienced 
some of the blessed influences of 6o(Ps Holy Spirit, the 
efi*ects of his sovereign love. My mind to-day has 
been calm. A serenity possesses my soul. * * Continue 
to me, Lord ! the favor of thy reconciled countenance. 
Keep me from temptation. Wash this polluted heart 
in the blood of Jesus. Not unto me, not unto me, but 
to thy name be all the glory. If I am deceived and 
know not my own heart, discover it to me." 

" My views and feelings on Saturday evening were 
much the same with those I experienced at the time 
when I dared to hope that I loved a Savior." (Then 
follows the extract already given, page 37, in describing 
his conversion.) " This state of mind," he adds, " held 
me during the evening. In the morning of God's holy 
day, I awoke in the same frame, with, however, a dim- 
inution of my joys. During the day my soul seemed 
to rejoice in God, though I have to lament my ^ns 
even on this day, and am conscious that if my best act 
of worship was weighed in the balance of God's jus- 
tice, it would be found wanting." 

This exalted state of spiritual enjoyment did not 
long continue. He soon returns to his former self* 
accusations. But it left its savor behind. It served to 
increase his faith and renew his hope. It led him, in 
future hours of darkness, more readily and directly to 
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the cross as his only refuge. His experience from this 
period took a somewhat higher character. Saturday 
evenings March 17, finds him engaged in the following 
meditations : 

" The Sabbath has once more returned to bless my 
soul. Surely God is * merciful to me a sinner.' My 
sins the week past have been many, yet God has not 
been provoked to cut me off; the flames of hell have 
not laid hold of me ; a door is open for repentance. 
Look back, my soul ! see what thou hast escaped. Am 
I truly born again ? O amazing love ! Why should 
I be taken and others left ? Why are my intimates 
left under condemnation rather than II ^Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.' — Yet, O 
my soul ! be still, look well to thy case, thou mayest yet 
be deceived. * The heart is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked ; who can know it V who can 
trace its windings ?" 

There were, as it thus appears, seasons when he 
could not but hope, and ** rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God." Yet so conscientious and self- scrutinizing 
was he that he scarcely dared to cherish that hope, lest 
he might be deceived. Though admitted into the lib- 
erty of the gospel, he had not yet learned fully to cast 
off the bondage under which he had been held. This 
appears also from the following meditations of Sunday 
evening, April 2 : 

" I have had a strange mixture of feelings to-day ; 
at one moment divine, at the next worldly, things 
seem to occupy my heart. Am I then divided ? or am 
I in love with mammon only ? Ah ! who can tell the 
deceitfulness of the human heart? ^ O wretched man 
that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
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death V My heart is cankered with sin. Blessed Je- 
sus! to thy arms I fly; there is no other Savior; I 
want no other Savior. Humble me in the dust before 
thee. Make me to know myself.'' 

An interval of more than a month now elapses, dur- 
ing which he seems to have gone more into society, 
and to have mingled more with the people of the world 
than at any time since his public profession. The ef- 
fect of this change appears in the following record of 
his thoughts : 

^^ Sunday evening, May 7. My hand shall confess 
with my thoughts. For some weeks past I have got 
more into the world than ever since my profession of 
religion. My secret duties have been continued, but 
my life has fled. Wandering thoughts perplex me. A 
kind of uneasiness fastens upon me. ^ My joys are 
gone.' O miserable world ! how dear is thy purchase ! 
And shall I give up all for thee ? No. — Away, ye 
things of sense ! — away, ye sinful pleasures ! ye child- 
ish toys I — away, ye alluring objects that would entice 
me from the Savior ! — away, ye favorites more beloved 
than Jesus! Trouble me no more. Death lies con- 
cealed under the fair appearance. A miserable eter- 
nity is too dear a purchase. The loss of Jesus out- 
weighs you alL" 

What young Christian has not found to his cost 
the truth of the above declarations ? What a misera- 
ble exchange do they make, who part with the pres- 
ence and smiles of Jesus, for the pleasures of the world I 
Let them forsake its gilded vanities, and unite with the 
penitent Baldwin in the prayer, with which, under a 
sense of his guilt, he now approaches the mercy-seat : 

'^ Almighty God ! be pleased to hear the prayer of 
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an unworthy sinner. I have transgressed thy law and 
gospel. From my infancy to this time, I have not 
ceased to provoke thee by my continued transgression. 
Before thy bar I cannot answer for one of a thousand 
of my transgressions. In the name of Jesus would I 
come ; his merits would I plead. * Is there no balm in 
Gilead ? Is there no physician there V May I not 
humbly hope that, for Jesus' sake, thou wilt put away 
the sin of thy servant ? May it not be for thy glory, 
for the honor of thy name ? Though my ^ sins be as 
scarlet,' the blood of Jesus can make them ^ white as 
snow.' My soul finds no rest. My enemies are too 
strong for me. The snares of the world catch me. I 
am defiled, and my beloved is gone. If I do not love 
thy law, if I have deceived myself, Oh ! undeceive me ! 
Tear away the veil that hides from me my heart. * Be 
merciful to me a sinner.' Where I have done wrong, 
may I do so no more." 

As the Christian grows in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of Christ his Lord, he learns to entertain more 
humbling views of himself and his own attainments. 
This feature of Christian experience has been well ex- 
pressed by Dr. Watts : 

" The more thy glories strike my eyes, 
The humbler I shall lie ; 
Thus while I sink my joys shall rise 
Immeasurably high.'' 

This evidence of Mr. B.'s growth in grace increases as 
we proceed. 

^^ June 4. It is now more than a year since I took the 
vows of the Lord upon me. Of my profession of reli- 
gion I neither repent nor am ashamed. Christ's cause 
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is well worthy the exertions of men and angels. Im* 
mortality is a word of too much importance to be a 
subject of trifling. The scoSs of unbelievers are for a 
moment. Death will change the tone. The foolish 
babblings of the profane against Christianity, their 
sneers and contempt of divine subjects have served to 
discover to me the excellency of religion. The more I 
see of the world the more I discover the depravity of 
the human heart* It is easier for infidels to scoff Chan 
to confide in men of their own stamp. 

'^ My life since I have taken the vows of God upon 
me, has been most ungrateful. I have a thousand 
times merited swift destruction. Nothing but the infi- 
nite mercy of God sustains me in being. My heart 
appears to me daily more hard. If I am ever saved it 
must be in and through Christ alone. Not unto me, 
but unto thy name, O Lord ! be all the glory. I find 
from experience, that the doctrines of God's sovereignty 
and of electicm appear more plain to me every day» 
Let man take his seat in the dust, and God be all in 
all. Let the righteousness of man sink to naught in 
point of justification, and my soul stand acquitted 
through the merits of Christ's blood alone. 

^^ I have much reason to lament my habitual stupid- 
ity. Now and then my soul has seemed to mount 
above the things of time and sense ; but I have been 
far from having that habitual sense of God's presence 
which I ought to have. I have been far from fulfilling 
my engagements to God. Justly might I be sentenced 
to everlasting wo. Justly might I be deprived of the 
light of God's countenance. Yet, praised be the name 
of God ! I have a hope of glory. Notwithstanding all 
my unfruitfulness, I know there is a Redeemer, — yes, 
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/ kjww it. The blessed Jesus will remove sin from 
those to whom it is a burden. From this time, O Hea- 
venly Father I may I live to thy glory." 

In the record that follows, we perceive how sensibly 
he felt the contaminating influence of worldly conver- 
sation, though indulged in by professors of religion : 
" Saturday evening, July 8. Complied with an invi- 
tation to take tea at Mrs. L ^s. The company was 
composed of three church-members besides myself, and 
four or five others. The conversation was according 
to the present mode of the polite world. I joined in 
the chat; followed the example set me; staid till 
nearly sunset ; returned unprepared for the Sabbath ; 
and now what am I to expect ? I have lost an after- 
noon, and I fear a Sabbath. O my God ! it is good 
that I should be chastened. I have deserved it at thy 
hands. Yet, I beseech thee, cast me not oflF forever. 
Forgive the sin of this day. May I yet experience thy 
loving-kindness. Meet with- me in mercy at this time. 
Help me to pray, and grant me true repentance, for 
Christ's sake." 

The sincere Christian is ever anxious ^^to have always 
a conscience void of offence toward God and toward 
men." It is not enough with him that he walks unblam- 
ably before the world. He sets the Lord before him in all 
his ways, and he cannot be at peace, so long as the holy 
eye of God discovers some lust lurking within his bo- 
som. He is more anxious for the favor of his God than 
of all others. The least sin, therefore, grieves him, be- 
cause he knows that it grieves the Holy Spirit of God. 
He grieves on account not only of what he has done, 
but of what he has not done, — has left undone, and so 
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come short of his duty. We have an instance of this 
experience in the following extract : 

^\Sabbath afternoon^ July 16. Almighty God ! thou 
art acquainted with all my sm — the sin of this day. I 
have polluted thy Sabbath. I beseech thee. Father of 
mercies ! forgive the sin of thy servant, for it is great. 
Why should thy wrath wax hot against a worm? 
Banish me not from thy presence, lest I die. May the 
blood of Jesus be applied to cleanse my soul. Bow, I 
beseech thee, this stubborn heart. Implant within me 
a hatred of sin, a loathing of my own character. With- 
out thee, O Father ! I can do nothing. Through Christ 
strengthening me, I can do all things. Wilt thou hear 
in heaven, thy holy dwelling place, and grant me this 
weak petition." 

The carefulness with which he scrutinizes even his 
holiest emotions, is exhibited in his journal under the 
date of ^^ Sunday morning, July 23. I am weary of 
this world. But for what ? Here lies the important 
inquiry. Why is the thought of long life unpleasant to 
me ? Because I shrink from sin ? because I fear the 
allurements of a sinful world 1 Or is it rather because 
I see nothing in my future prospects calculated to flat- 
ter my pride 1 Am I willing to wait God's call, to go 
or stay ? Soul ! was it known to thee to-day that thy 
life should be fourscore years, filled up with pain and 
poverty, far from applause, and replete with earthly 
disappointments, what would be thy language 1 — * The 
will of God be done V Couldst thou take Christ alone 
for thy portion ? Is Jesus love enough 1" 

Again we find him upon the mount, but treading softly 
for fear of a fall : ^* LorSs day morning, July 30. Ex* 
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perienced the last evening, if I am not deceived, the loy- 
ing-kindness of God in discoyering to me the beauty and 
excellency of eternal truth — of his character. My feel- 
ings were similar to what I experienced on the 17th of 
last February. * Let God be true and every man a liar V 
was the language of my soul. The impression is still 
upon my mind, and I dread the thought of being left to 
myself. Though I feel more strengthened in my hope for 
heaven by such discoveries, and a surer evidence that 
I am not deceived, my danger of falling into sm, and 
the misery of trusting to myself appear greater. If I 
am saved, it must be of sovereign grace. Oh ! I am 
burdened with this body of flesh. When shall my de- 
liverance come 7 When shall I cease to wound the 
blessed Jesus 1 — ^to violate God's law 1 When shall 
the tinselled ornaments of a giddy world cease to 
charm 1 But why such inquiries 1 ^ It is the Lord ; 
let him do what seemeth him good.' The Lord's time 
is the best time. Till then, my soul! be still. The 
fightings and perils of this life will work for me 
*a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.' 
Let me then go forward in the strength of the Lord. 
Devils, earth, and hell ! ye rage in vain. Jesus is my 
keeper. A few more conflicts and all will be well ; a 
heaven obtained, not as the price of my miserable du- 
ties, but as the gift of a holy God in and through Jesus. 
Oh ! let me enjoy the love of Jesus, and, ye worldlings ! 
take your fill of earthly pleasure. I do not envy you 
your enjoyments. Hard is your lot — among thorns 
which are fiiel for the fire of hell. Ere long your 
mirth shall cease. The lord have mercy on thoughtless 
sinners." 

The comforts of the young Christian are often sub- 
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ject to interruptions. Temptations more frequently 
than with older believers overcome him. He is more 
liable, such is the ardor of his expectations, to disap- 
pointments. All these, however, work together for 
his good. Thb ^^ tribulation worketh patience ; and 
patience, experience ; and experience, hope; and hope 
maketh not ashamed." He thus obtains in the end a 
^^ full assurance of hope" — a hope that will not deceive 
his soul. 

It would seem from Mr. B.'s journal, that he had in 
some way been beguiled by a sort of fashionable reli- 
gion, and had met with some disappointments in his 
expectations of pleasure from this source. This gives 
him occasion two or three weeks after, to express him- 
self as follows : 

^' God willing, I will make a stand against my ene- 
mies. Well I know the source of all my misery. O 
my enemy ! rejoice not over me. Hitherto I have 
fought alone. God will now be my helper. I shall 
yet have the victory. Though I fall a thocraand times, 
it will only make me stronger. It will only show me 
my own weakness. Here lies my strength. Great 
and eternal God ! I thank thee for every denial — ^for 
every cross and disappointment. I would trust thy 
grace. To thee I submit. Here am I, do with me as 
shall seem good in thy sight. Grant me, I beseech 
thee, a new heart, and may I live to thy glory, for the 
sake of Jesus." 

'' How little," he adds, " do I think of God ! Hence 
all my backslidings ; hence all my leanness of soul ; 
hence Satan takes occasion to buffet me and to tickle 
my fancy with worldly good and honor. I have ven- 
tured and anticipated. The phantom has come within 
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reaeh, and I see its deformity. I have been duped by 
the name of religion. I- have tried fashionable pi^y, 
and it will not do. It does not feed the soul. If Grod 
be with me, 1 will stray no more. I leave the world 
to those who love it — ^its honors to those who court 
them — ^its ease to those who want it. I was not made 
for the world — nOy riot to go a round of pleasure, hang 
on princes' favor, to attract attention and to live on 
smiles. / have a soul. Alas ! why did I forget it 1 I 
have a soid ! How solemn the thought ! How much 
does it brmg to mind ! O thou Immortal Fiat ! how 
have I wronged thee ! How have I fed my appetites 
at thy expense! Blessed be God! the delusion is 
gone. There is nothing desirable in this evil world 
but what points to heaven. Mankind are distracted. 
There is nothing in this outward show — this noisy bus- 
tle. For one smile from Jesus I would, were it pos- 
sible, sell a world with all the ornaments which gild it 
in the eyes of men. Happiness is as much within my 
reach as though I had my millions. blessed God ! 
hear, I beseech thee, the prayer of thy unworthy ser- 
vant. Be thou my guide and my portion forever.'* 

He continued to smart under this disappointment for 
a considerable time, and to make it an occasion of hu- 
miliation before God. " Sunday laomingy Jtag, 27. 
I can realize the feelings which I have often experi- 
enced in view of the eternal world. When I dared to 
look to a crucified Savior, and thought I could say — 
* World ! stand behind me !' — how sweet were my joys ! 
For a moment the victory appeared complete, and sin 
Vanqui^ed. I looked towards heaven as my home, 
and like a bewildered traveller exulted with the thought 
— ^ erelong I shall leave this world of sorrow, where 

4 
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sin tarnishes and mars my joys !' — * Cbrist keeps his 
saints' — was a thought which turned every sorrow 
into pleasure ; which gilded the path of life with more 
than mortal beauty. I looked upon all mankind as my 
brethren, or as objects of compassion. The childish 
toys, which catch the feelings of the great, and call 
forth in their pursuit the wisdom of the wise, excited 
neither my envy nor my desire. A life of usefulness 
was my highest wish. Such were my thoughts, and 
the recollection is still pleasing. 

*^ Oh ! had I always lived as I anticipated — ^had I 
never thought the world worth having, and still went 
forward with an eye on heaven, the pleasure had lasted 
till now. The tempter had never dared to suggest — 
'honor is life, and esteem from man with religion' 
enough to get to heaven the end of life.' He had 
never said to me — ^ this principle, too rigidly opposed 
to the pursuits of modern gentlemen^ and so incongru* 
ous with the vices of fashionable Christians, must be 
smothered ; and that harmless liberality of sentiment 
adopted.* Where is * harmless liberality of sentiment V 
What is its import 1 * Every idle word that men shall 
speak they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment.' Whatsoever is liberal beyond — ^ do all to 
the glory of God' — is sin, — a breach of the moral law 
— a stain on the morality of a professor. Away, then, 
religion formed of fashionable principles — of the senti- 
ments of the day ! May the Lord deliver me from 
your lusts." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Leaves Bethlem.-^Short abctde at Litcbfielcl. — Removes to Fair- 
field. — Reverence for Dr. I>wigiit.-«-Rales for self-examina- 
tion. — Visits his native place. — Returns to College. — Revisits 
Durham. — Teacher at Woodbridge, Conn.— Ophthalmia. — 
Finishes bis coilege-course. 

Having completed the term of his engagement at 
Bethlem, he left about September 1st, and made a visit 
to the home of his youth. Here he remained for 
nearly three weeks, and was greatly refreshed both in 
body and mind. 

He left Durham, and arrived at Litchfield on the 21st 
of September, where he remained scarcely two months. 
His state of mind at this time may be gathered from 
the following entry in his journal : ^* September 23. If 
I were thankful for my pleasures — ^the good things that 
1 enjoy, — ^if my soul mounted up to heaven at the 
thought of a scaring Savior, an Almighty friend, — if 
I shuddered at the thought of wounding anew those 
hands which were once wounded for sinners, — if the 
world and its allurements were lost in contemplation of 
the heavenly mansions, — then should I act the part of 
a rational being. But alas ! what am I? For which 
of my mercies have I been thankful ? Where is my 
home 1 ^ God ! be merciful to me a sinner.' " 

Shortly after we find him musing on the love of his 
Savior. " Saturday evenings Oct. 7. Who can speak 
the love of Jesus ? ^ Peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die.' A Christian might 
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choose to die to be with Christ This world is, at the 
best, a world of sorrow and of sin ; not unfrequently its 
enjoyments are loathsome to the Christian. His perils 
and a glorious hope enable him to cry out — ^'Lord! 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.' — But 
who would die as Christ did-^not for his friends, not 
for his country, not for worth, nor for innocence, but 
for the rebels against his government — the friends of 
Satan, the men who reared his cross, who insulted his 
agony, and hissed their applause when he expired ? 
Be astonished, O earth ! Well might the sun grow 
dim, the rocks rend, and nature threaten dissolution. 
Let philosophy boast her heroes ; religion boasts her 
God. Christ loved like a Ood. But— Oh ! should that 
love kindle the flames of hell around me, how dreadful 
would be that hell !" 

Once more we behold hira soaring on the wings of 
faith above the world, and antedating the joys of 
heaven. ** Sunday morning, Oct, 8. How pleasant is 
the Sabbath ! Surely these are the beginnings of hea- 
ven, an eternal Sabbath. Oh! could I mount the 
starry skies, and mingle with the angels in crying — 
* Hallelujah to the Lord God Almighty and to the 
Lamb' — ye kindred spirits saved from hell, and ye an- 
geMc hosts should witness how I would praise my God,. 
Before bis throne, beneath his feet, I would sit me 
down, nor would he frown me from his face. The 
Redeemer lives ! Yes, I know it. And erelong I 
shall ascend to view his glory, and drink in the Giving 
waters of his love. Oh ! where is my beloved ? He 
passes' by me, and I perceive him not. Yet, methinks 
I feel his love. I hear his voice — ^ I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.' This shall be my strength till 



my Redeemer coise. Ye lingering moBths and ytwm ! 
roll on« Come, happy, gkrious day ! wh^i every ^*e 
shall see its God, — when mortality shall put on im- 
mortality, — when the archangel's trump shall shake 
the earthy rend the graves, cdleet the scattered dust of 
dq)arted mortals, and array, before the thrope of God, 
the created universe." 

There is a degree of confidence, in the above expres- 
sion of Us feelings, quite foragn Urorn his ordinary ex- 
perieBce^-and savoring somewhat of exultation. There 
is wanting that deep humiliation which at other times 
so characterized his feelings, and led him to distrust 
himself and his hopes. He seems to be in just such a 
situation as leads us to expeet a speedy overthrow of 
his conidence. 

Accordingly the very next day he is as much cast 
down, as he had previously been exalted* '^ ReturDed," 
he says in the evening of Monday, *^ from Bethlem ttas 
morning, id[ler a visit which has caused me the most 
poignant distress. ^ A wounded spirit who can bear V 
Oh ! may I never forget this visit ! May it be«tamped 
on my m^nory in brazen characters ! God was gra- 
dous to me, but alas ! how I requited him ! Be memo- 
rable that evening to my shame, whesi among my 
youthful companions I indulged in the foolish chit-chat 
of the day. fashionable religion ! how often hast 
thou pierced my soul with sorrows ! Forgive me, bless- 
ed Jesus ! To thy dear caross I flee. Thou must pw- 
don or I perish. Be merciful to me a sinner !" 

He oontimied at Litchfield until the second week tn 
Novembei^ The exercises of his mind appear to ha^ 
been during this period of an humbling character, coffer- 
ing but little fron^ these to whioh he had, for the most 
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party been accustomed. He removed thence to Fairfield, 
where he arriTed Noyember IGth, to take charge of the 
academy in that place. This situation he occupied 
about fiye months. As his sphere of usefulness thus 
became enlarged, and his thoughts were more directed 
to the welfare of others, he appears to have abounded 
more in the comforts of religion. In respect to his 
worldly circumstances at this time, he remarks, — ^^ My 
arrival here was under the most disagreeable appear- 
ances. I had no promise of any thing more than the 
bare payment of my expenses of living. I came empty 
and not a little depressed in my feelings.'' 

The scene, however, soon assumed a brighter aspect; 
for we find him saying on the second day after his ar- 
rival, — ^* God has dealt well by me. I have enough 
of the good things of life, friends and benefactors." 
Referring to his spiritual prospects, he adds, — ^" There 
is one thing which, if I mistake not, gives me plea- 
sure — God will be glor^ied* Sin with all its conse- 
quences shall redound to his praise. What becomes of 
me is of but little consequence. I am and ever have 
been an unprofitable servant, an unfruitful vine. Should 
I be east of!, it would be just ; or should I be saved, the 
grace of Grod would be manifest in snatching one of 
the most hell-deserving from the punishment due to 
his sins. Why, then, am I so much concerned for 
self, and not for the glory of Grod t Why not rather 
concerned for the cause of Ood ? My welfare, in com- 
parison with the happiness of the universe, is as no- 
thing, and less than nothing, compared with the glory 
of God. Foolish, selfish mortal ! Look around thee. 
Are not these souls as precious as thine ? — as capable 
of happiness or misery ? Hare not many of them 



REV. Dft. BALDWIN. 79 

sinned less, had fewer offers of mercy^ abused less 
privileges T Why should not Christ have mercy on 
them and cast you off 7 Lord ! I acknowledge it would 
be just in thee to make me miserable. Make me, I 
beseech thee, humble, penitent. Help me to pray — 
* Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.' Have mercy 
on a lost and a ruined world. Hasten the glory of thy 
kingdom. May the blessed Savior * see of the travail 
e( his soul and be satisfied.' And may I be still and 
know that thou art God." 

' The direction thus given to his thoughts was of 
^eat service to his peace, as appears from what he 
says—" Lord^s day mornings Dec. 18. Feel calm this 
morning. Surely the Sabbath of the Lord is a delight 
What, then, must be the Sabbath of heavenly rest 
which remains for the people of God 1 How pleasant 
will worship be, where no thought shall intrude to 
draw the mind from divine contemplation! Earth 
shall then have fled, its cares have perished, and eter- 
nity have shut out the thoughts of time. O glorious 
day ! the day of days ; a day whi(^ every eye in heav- 
isn and earth and hell shall see ; a day which every 
saint shall hail as his day. How wonderful the provi- 
sion of the gospel ! This is the gift of God — ^worthy of 
the majesty of the Supreme. How unworthy the re- 
ceiver ! * Herein is love.' Were it given to angels 
only, it would be infinite goodness. But that maa 
should be the object, how wonde];ful ! Come, O my 
soul and all that is within me ! praise the Lord; Oh ! 
praise him for his unspeakable gift." 

At the close of the week his thoughts appear to 
have been occupied still with spiritual things. ^* jS^o^- 
urday evmvngy Dec. 23. The hour of death is an hon- 
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eat hour. But ah ! it comes but once. Maskiad can 
die but once. Once lost — lost forever. How sbouM 
this truth drive me to diligence ! To me all things are 
uncertain. This night nut; be my last ; this Sabbath, 
the closing of my Sabbaths on eartL Oh 1 why am I 
alive, while my friends and neighbors are dying around 
me 7 Surely God is merciful. Blessed be thy holy 
name, O thou» my preserver ! I am not rewardM ac- 
cording to my folly. It is because tby compassdans 
fail not'* 

The next day finds him in a very pleasant &ame< 
^ Lord^s day J Dec. 24. Grod has been merciful to me 
to-day. Oh for a thousand such Sabbaths! Surely 
these must be the beginning of heaven. Sabbaths are 
the Christian's heaven on earth. Blessed be God for 
his mercy in giviqg this day to Christians. Christ 
knows the wants of his saints ; he knows that they are 
but dust, and his mercy has provided for all their 
wants." 

As he approaches the end of the year he gives him- 
self still snore to reflection, to self-examination, to a 
casting up of his accounts with God. ^^ I make reso- 
iutions,^ he says, ^' and break them. When I look 
badk, hie presents me with a black catalogue of crimes. 
O sinful mortal ! Lord Jesus! ^ be merciful to me -a 
sinner.'" 

He commences the new year with renewed determi- 
nation to serve God, and to be more watchful oyer 
himself. He soon finds fresh occasion for humiliation. 
^^ Jantuzry 4, 1810. Find myself guilty of a breach of 
one of my resolutions. By the grace of God I will en- 
deavor to watch over myself in this particular. O 
most holy God ! be pleased to ^ve me such a sense of 
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the yileness of my heart, as shall lead me to a right 
view of my own character^ as shall make me humble." 

At Fairfield, he enjoyed the ministry and friendship 
of the Rev. Heman Humphrey, then recently settled ; 
and now president of Amherst College. Under his 
ministry he made very sensible advances in knowledge 
and grace. But the preaching which above all others 
he prized, was that of the venerable President Dwight, 
his spiritual father. This attachment continued through 
life. Dr. Dwight was his model for almost every thing 
pertaining to the man, the scholar, the Christian, the 
preacher. No other so much contributed to the forma- 
tion and development of his Christian and ministerial 
character. It was ordinarily enough for him to know, 
in relation to a particular course, that Dr. Dwight prac- 
tised or pursued it. This settled in many cases every 
doubt. Though it is not commonly safe for a youth to 
set up any one of his brethren or fathers as his mode], 
yet the pupil of the far-renowned President of Yale 
College might be pardoned for even a very close imi- 
tation of such a model. Well was it for the youthful 
Baldwin that his character was formed under such 
allspices. 

A sermon which he heard about this time fromPres. 
Dwight left upon him a deep impression. " Heard," 
he says, Lord'^s day^JaniLary Why " a discourse to-day 
from Dr. Dwight, on the evidences of true vital godli- 
ness reigning in the hearts of men. My feelings have 
been various. Sometimes I am ready to think myself 
a hypocrite. At other times I think that I love God, 
I think that I trust a Savior. My sins are many — they 
are aggravated ; but, blessed be God ! there is a Me- 
diator. An .all-sufficient atonement has been made. 

4* 
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Then let me trust. Though my * sins be as scarlet they 
shall be as white as snow/ Will the Lord be pleased 
to receive me graciously and love me freely ?" 

The following letter to his brother, at Durham, ex- 
hibits at once his anxiety for the salvation of his kin- 
dred, and his faithfulness to their souls. Under date of 
January 24ih, 1810, he thus writes : 

" There has been no material alteration in my circum- 
stances since my last letter. I am well — my school 
goes on —my studies progress. President Dwight was 
here a few days since, and gave me permission to be 
out of college till the May vacation. I have lately 

received a letter from Mr. C. B— — 11, and W y. 

Both are well. Father's letter has come to hand, and 
brought good news. Yes, religion is the one thing 
needful; all besides is vanity — utterly vanity. My 
brother ! I know not what to write to you, or to sister 
P. I know not how this will find you. One thing, 
however, I trust will not be the case ; it will not find 
you sleeping ; I shall take it for granted that you are 
inquiring the way to Zion. How great, then, must be 
your views, how enlarged your pursuit ! Who can say 
what it is to be the sons of God, or speak the worth of 
an immortal crown ? Let fools scoff, let them laugh 
away their souls ; this sacred truth still remains — the 
man is wise who prefers heaven to earth. ' What 
shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul V 

Consider this subject a moment. Suppose you had 
the whole world, every earthly pleasure, at your com- 
mand. Suppose your life lengthened to the age of 
Methusaleh. The time of probation is at last finished, 
the nine hundred years are gone, and with them the 
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world. What are you the better for your former plea- 
sures? You look back — all is a dream; forward — -a 
dread eternity opens its jaws to receive you, — an eter- 
nity void of dreams, destitute of hope. Ah ! who can 
tell what it is to fall into the hands of an angry God 1 
Who can abide his wrath? Nothing can be more 
strange or inconsbtent than the general conduct of 
mankind. We all come into this world to prepare for 
a better. Our confinement here is short, it is but for 
a day. If we accept a Savior, all will be well with 
us; if not, we lose our all and ourselves besides. Yet 
comparatively few think of this. Man toils all the day 
long for naught, and feeds on husks, till God snatches 
him as a brand from the burning, or he perishes forever. 
More ; — ^the farmer lays up his stores for winter, fodder 
for his cattle and food for his family ; the merchant 
purchases his goods ; the mechanic his tools and stock. 
All agree that such things are the result of policy* A 
contrary conduct in either of these characters would be 
termed folly in the extreme. Yet the same persons, 
dependent on an hour, and hovering over their graves, 
trifle with the voice of wisdom. What folly ! what 
madness ! Surely * madness is in the hearts of men 
while they live, and after that they go to the dead.' 

Such, my dear brother ! I hope, will not be your 
choice ; it will sting at last. If you are not a Chris- 
tian, be one. Remember, your all depends on your 
being a child of God. If you perish, perish at the 
throne of grace. There is the place for sinners. There, 
or nowhere. Christ is a willing Savior, but be will 
save none by the halves. So long as you retain one 
nrite of self-righteousness, your prayers will be rejected* 
* They that be whole need not a physician, but they 
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that are side.' Christ came to save axmsxB only. The 
man who is clean in bis own eyes, has no part in 
Christ) none in heaven* Remember, that your oppor- 
tunities for attending to religion are, perhaps, now as 
great as they ever will be. Every day adds to yowr 
guilt. If you now refuse a Savior, who can tell but 
it may be, to you, a fatal refusal. God will not always 
call. The gospel-invitations have an end. ^Ohi be 
diligent — >escape for your life, lest you be consumed* 
Leave earth ; — a little while, and it will dance over 
your grave.*' 

The language that follows may seem strange to one 
wlio has never been renewed by the grace of God, but 
the experienced Christian will find it an accurate de- 
scription of what have often been his own feelings : 

^y Saturday nighty Feb. 2d. — Did my eternal salva- 
tion depend on myself where could I find my hope ? 
Blessed be God ! it is not so. But ah ! what am I ? 
Oh that I could find words to express my vileness ! they 
should be a monument to remind me of my true cha- 
racter. But words — comprehension itself— fail. There 
IS no length, no depth, no width, I am myself a world 
of sin, an infinite in pollution, enough to sink a world, 

to pollute an ocean. O thou blessed Jesus ! save or I 
perish.*' 

To wage a successful conflict against prevailing sin, 
the believer must do something more than watch, pray 
and strive against sin in the abstract. He must learn 
to what sins he is peculiarly liable — what are his easily- 
besetting sins ; and then he must enter into single com- 
bat with these, and struggle until, by the grace of God, 
they are subdued. An example of this nature follows : 

** February Aih — Resolved that, by the assistance of 
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God, I will watoh and pray against the following ons^ 
to which I am prone : — ^hastiness of speech and light- 
joess of demeanor. Oh that God would enable me to 
perlbrm this resolution ! Many are my sins, many my 
hackslidings. I am a polluted wretch. But, blessed 
be God ! there is a Savior." 

He appears to have been deeply affected, too, with a 
sense of his great ingratitude to God. ^' * A wounded 
^rit who can bear V I have lived twenty years under 
the smiles of a beneficent Providence. Less than two 
of diese have been professedly devoted to God. Of 
these twjp, the most of the time has been wasted and 
much abused.'' 

Though often, as we have seen, ' cast down,' he can- 
not be persuaded to give up his hope; he cannot but 
be sensible of the power and prevalence of divine grace. 
" It does appear to me," he remarks, Feb. 10th, " that 
I love Christ and his cause, that holiness is pleasant to 
me, that the law of God is such as I would have it to 
be. Still my works, my thoughts present me witii 
mudi contrary evidence. Forgive, O my God! and 
lead me into light which may dispel my doubts." 

He often notes down the result of his weekly self- 
investigation thus : — ^^ Find myself guilty of a violation 
of the first article of my resolves." Again : — " Find 
myself guilty of being angry for a trifle ; for which I 
a^ the forgiveness of God." It was by this practice of 
carefully noting his very least failings, and then striving 
against them, that he attained to that remarkable 
equanimity for which in after-life he was so distinguish- 
ed. ' For behold this self-same thing, that ye sorrowed 
after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you ! 
yea, what clearing of yourselves !' 
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In common >vith the greater part of Connecticut- 
Christians at that day, he regarded the erening of the 
last day of the week as a part of the Sahbath. He was 
exceedingly scrupulous, therefore, not to suffer the world 
to intrude upon him on that day, after the going down 
of the sun. If by any means he was placed in circum- 
stances, beyond his control, obliging him to mingle 
somewhat in company after that hour, it was to him a 
source of great distress. On one occasion, FA. Ytthj 
having accepted an invitation to tea, with the e!q>ress 
stipulation that he should be released before sunset, and 
having been disappointed in this respect, we hear him 
presently mourning over the occurrence thus :— " Oh ! 
this is an evil world. God grant that I may not again 
fall into this sin. O thou Father of mercies ! pardon 
the sin of thy servant, I beseech thee. Oh ! may it be 
no reproach to thy cause ! Whatever becomes of me 
may thy glory be promoted.'* 

At one time, when oppressed with drowsiness in the 
house of God, he exclaims in view of it, " Oh that my 
eyes were a fountain of tears, that I could weep day and 
night for my transgressions ! How have I crucified my 
Savior, and put him to an open shame ! How have I 
pierced myself through with many sorrows !" 

The meekness with which he received reproof is ex- 
pressed in the following extract. ** If I know my own 
heart, those, who tell me my faults, are dear to me. 
Blessed be God for such ministers as warn their peo- 
ple. Sweet is the voice of him that bringeth good 
tidings. How I love the messenger of truth !" 

When about to approach the Lord's table, he finds 
no relief from the reflection of his unworthiness but by 
resorting to his Redeemer. ** I find,*' he says, ** on ex- 
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amination that my life heretofore gives me no right to 
approach the table of the Lord. I have broken my 
vows. But Christ is merciful. Perhaps I shall find 
* him whom my soul loveth.' Methinks I love the 
Savior, though my transgressions are many." 

A review of his diary draws from him the exclama- 
tion — "It is a wonder that I am not in hell !" 

As the spring advances his spirits sink. " I am much 
cast down to-day," he says, Lord^s day^ April 22d, 
" with a sense of the hardness of my heart. My vows 
— where are they? What are my duties? How 
numerous my sins ! God has spared me to this time. 
r am surrounded with mercies. But how slow to be- 
lieve ! how lukewarm ! how swift to iniquity !" 

In his experience may be seen how indispensable to 
the Christian's peace is the sensible presence of the 
Holy Spirit. Thus he remarks, " Lord^s day, April 
29^A,— My soul is in darkness. Where is my beloved 
gone ? I look on my right hand and on my left * but 
I perceive him not.' I have grieved the Holy Spirit, 
and he is gone. Oh ! who can tell my sorrow ? Sin ! — 
thou fiend ! — begone ! Let me alone, O my enemy ! 
Have mercy, O my God ! Save, or 1 perish. my 
soul ! be still. * My Redeemer liveth,' and I shall yet 
see him. * Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove !' come, 
cleanse my soul, and make me a meet temple for thine 
indwelling." 

His earnest desire to be honest with himself^ to know 
his true character, and to subject himself to the crucible 
of God's truth, appears in the following series of ques- 
tions which he proposed to himself on " Lord^s day mom^ 
ing^ May dth" Let the reader pause at each inquiry, 
and obtain an answer from bis own soul. 
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« EXAMINATION. 

*' 1. Do I love the brethren 1 and for ^hat do I love 
them? 

^' 2. Am I ever pleased with sin in others^ especial- 
ly when it seems to justify like sins in myself? 

*^ 3. Am I pleased to find that many who are termed 
Christians come short of me in some particulars 1 

'^ 4. Do I desfire rather to learn from the word otOoif 
than to make it subserve my particular notions ? 

*^ 5. Do disgraceful sins wound most my pride or my 
conscience ? Do I prefer the secret testimony of God 
tp the mistaken applauses of the best of men ? 

** 6. Would I prefer a heaven of complete holiness 
and eternal praising of God to an eternity of the most 
refined and exquisite sinful pleasures 1 

" 7. When burdened with sin, do I lament my pollu- 
tion or my danger 1 

" 8. Which gives me the most satisfaction and joy ; — 
a sense of my own comparative excellence, or the all- 
sufficiency of a Savior ? 

" 9. Can I conceive of tiny way of salvation moire 
pleasing to me, than the way of salvation in and throu^ 
Jesus Christ ? 

" 10. Am I ever satisfied with my growth in grace ? 
Can I perceive from one time to another that I grow in 
grace ; that religion appears more important, holiness 
more excellent, and sin more vile 1 Am I more inter* 
ested with serious conversation, and more shocked at 
profanity ? Am I more prayerful, less ashamed of be- 
ing thought singularly strict | Do I feel an increasing 
reverence for the Sabbath, and the ordinances of God, 
bis purity, and his omniscience ? Do I think more of 
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death, judgment, and etermty ? Does the scene on Cal- 
vary grow in my mind 1 Do I see daily more of the 
necessity of a Savior ? Do I grow more watchful 
against temptation and backslidings 1 Do I love more ? 
Am I more shocked than formerly at the attacks of 
wicked men on the house of God ? Is my mind more 
universally spiritual ? 

^^ 11. Were it in my power, would I amend the law 
of God ? Do I regard it as too strict in any of its re- 
quirements % 

^' 12. Do I love those mofit who flatter my pride, or 
those who reprove my backslidings 1 Which are my 
companions — my intimates ? 

^^ 13. Is there any sinner whose conversion would not 
be my joy ? Can I wish an enemy to be deprived of 
heaven ? 

'^ 14. Do I forgive my enemies before Grod, and sin- 
cerely pray for their welfare ? 

" 15. Can I call to mind any one of my sins of which 
I do not repent ? Do I repent of my follies with regret ? 
Am I pleased with no smart circumstance which attends 
them, and therefore secretly rejoice in their existence ? 

^ 16. Am I ever pleased with an excuse for neglect- 
ing duty % 

" 17. Am I not pleased with particular Scripture-doc- 
trines, because they are the tenets of a certain set of men 
or sectaries 7 

'^ 18. Am I willing that God should dispose of my 
temporal interests — ^to go where he may call, and to be 
spent in his service ? 

** 19. Do I feel for a lost world, anticipate the uni- 
versal kingdom of Christ, pray for its accomplishment, 
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/ and contribute my mite for the enlightening of the 

heathen 1 

*^ 20. Finally, do I account the world and the glories 
of it, its honors, its pleasures, its sn^iles, and its magni- 
ficence as nothing compared with ^ the excellency of 
the knowledge' of the Lord, the gospel of Christ, and 
the reward which awaits his children 1" 

To be able habitually to answer these inquiries aright, 
and in truth, is to have a ' good hope through grace,' 
and ^ everlasting consolation' through the promises. 

Not content with these inquiries, which relate more 
to the general habit of the mind, he prepares a 

" Form of Examination for Saturday Evening. 

** 1. What have I done this week with a view to the 
glory of God 1 

" 2. What opportunities of doing good have I lost ? 

« 3. What duty have I omitted ? 

** 4. What have been my prayers ? 

^^ 5. What has been my frame of mind compared 
with what it has been heretofore, and what k should be 
according to the unerring word of God ? 

" 6. What new temptation has assaulted me ? how 
did I resist it 1 how shall I resist it in future ? 

^ 7. Have I offended any one unjustly ? 

*^ 8. Have I committed any gross sin? Have I re- 
sisted sin 7 

" 9. Have I been angry unrighteously ? 

** 10. What evidence have I found this week of my 
being a Christian ? What to the contrary ? 

'^11. In what have consisted the peculiar blessings 
of God towards me ? Have I been thankful for them 1 
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'" 18. Which of my sins, the preceding week, re- 
mains unrepented of?" 

' Sach was tb^ manner in which he endeavored to pre- 
pare for an approach to the table of the Lord. It was 
with this view that he brought himself to the test of 
these searching inquiries, that he might wash his hands 
in innocency and so compass the altar of God. The 
result, however, does not seem to have answered his ex- 
pectations. Wandering thoughts during the adminis- 
tration of the ordinance took away his peace. He may 
have relied, as too many do, upon the exactness with 
which he had endeavored to prepare himself, and have 
calculated too fondly that great comfort would flow 
therefrom as a matter of course. So difficult is it for 
even the renewed soul to be brought to rely simply and 
alone on the grace of God. We find him on the even- 
ing of the same day lamenting himself thus : 

'^ I have once more approached the table of the Lord. 
My thoughts were wandering and vain. I came lean 
from this blessed ordinance, and well I might; for I 
sinned in the midst of it. Oh the long-suffering and 
tender mercies of Jehovah ! To this it is owing that I 
am not consumed — that I enjoy the day and the means 
of grace. Blessed God ! take away this evil heart ; 
renew me by thy Spirit, and fit me for thy kingdom. 
May I learn from thy mercies and grow wiser by thy 
judgments. Save, Lord ! or I perish !" 

A few days after, he visited his paternal home in 
Durham, where God had recently revived his work 
with power. To a beloved copsin, with whom he had 
been intimate from childhood, then living in the town 
of Paris, Oneida county, New- York, he wrote the fol- 
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lowing ai^ropriate and -faitMul letto, witle at Dur* 
ham: 

^^ I arrived here, this week, from Connectieot, and 
have witnessed some of the effects of the awakening. 
Numbers appear to be hopefully converted. The worJc 
has been great, and glorious. What think you of it, 
my cousin? Is there any beauty, exoellem^, and 
glory m this work 1 Does your heart go forth to meet 
this revival ? I am informed that you entertain a hope 
of your conversion to God. If such be yow condition, 
and you entertain a genuine hope, you will, I think, 
be sensible of a change in your feelings ; your views of 
God's character will be altered ; you will exalt him on 
the throne ; you will be willing that be should reign, 
direct and dispose of all things in his own way and 
tune. ^ I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth ! because thou hast hid these things from the wise 
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes ; even 
so. Father! for so it seemed good in thy sight,' was the 
language of our divine Kedeemer. Here was submis- 
sion, such as you and I must have, or perish. 

" You will also rejoice in his presence with you. 
^ Lo ! I am with you always,' was a gracious promise. 
K we are Christians, we shall want no retreat £rom the 
eye of Jehovah. Christians rejoice in the belief of a 
future judgment. The judgment-day will exalt thdr 
Savior; and lus glory is dear to them; they are wil- 
ling to have all their sins exposed to the assembled 
universe, to be accounted righteous through his merits 
alone. The Christian will part with every thing for 
Christ. He must be loved more than father or mother, 
wife q^ children. My cousin ! tf you wish to rdain 
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one siny douU ymr hope : nay, it is good for nothing 
at all. 

" The Christian also, I apprehend, beholds a fulness 
in Christ. He is able and mighty to save. None can 
pkick his children out of his hands. He was compas- 
sionate, meek and patient while on earth ; he reviled 
not again. In these things the Christian imitates him. 

**The Christian, too, thinks lowly of himself. Such 
were the feelings of Job when he said, * I abhor my- 
self.' Gk)od men love the Sabbath. The language of their 
heart is— Thy Sabbaths are my deKght, * I had rather 
be a door-keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedness.' finally. Christians are 
willing to devote themselves to God, to take up the 
cross and follow Christ. 

'^ These, I think, are a few of the evidences attend- 
ant on Christianity, and of these I have written under 
the persuasion that you have a hope towards God, a 
belief of your good estate. If such is your atuation. 
Oh ! be humble, be prayerfiil ; examine yourself wheth- 
er you be in the faith. But if such is not your situa- 
tion, if your convictions are gone and you think no 
more of religion, hear the warning of one who loves 
you, and would do you good : 

"God will not always wait on delaying sinners. 
Life is uncertain. The judgment hastens. Every sin 
must soon be revealed, and an awful eternity be the 
portion of impenitent sinners. Soon you will be beyond 
the calls of mercy. Oh ! be wise to-day — ^to^norrow 
may be too late — to-morrow you may be called to meet 
your Judge, and receive the reward due to you for sin. 
Oh ! be entreated to escape for your life while there is 
hope." 
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In June he returned again to college^ having been 
absent about eighteen months. In reviewing this period, 
a few months afterwards, he remarks — ^^ During all 
this time I enjoyed good health, obtained the confid«ice 
of those who employed me, and was liberally rewarded 
for my services. God enabled me, in many instances, 
to bear witness to the truth of his gospel. JVf y sins were 
many and aggravated, but still mercy spared me. 
Glory be to God ! I am yet a probationer for eteoiity. 

" On my return to collie. Providence made provi- 
sion for my support in a remarkable manner. The 

Messrs. A , whom I had instructed at Litchfield, on 

entering college were put under my care ; for which I 
am receiving the price of board and one hundred and 
fifty dollars besides. This providence, no doubt, was 
meant as an earthly blessing to my parents ; at least, it 
aj^ars so to me. My father often told me, &at he 
trusted Providence; and Providence has answered it 
with reward. As for myself I deserve nothing o[ these 
thingi^ and while I live it shall be my endeavor to hum- 
ble myself for all my transgressions. I will call to 
mind the mercies of God towards me, and be ashamed 
for my follies. I will not fail, by the grace of God, to 
trust him to save me in life and death, and at last to 
receive me into his kingdom." 

Restored once more to the halls of learning, he gave 
himself with increased energy to the pursuits of science. 
Eager to excel in all that he undertook, his desire for 
knowledge became a snare to him. Presently he finds 
himself engrossed with his studies, and w^hen he turns 
his eye within, his joys are gone. " How often," he 
cries, " are my sins repeated ! What do I do besides 
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sia 1 Still I hope on. Bat where is my fruit? where 
the signs pf holiness, of repentance, of faith ? 

There was a time^ when penitence, 
With trust in Jesus' blood, rais'd high my thouglits. 
And sunk them too — sunk self, but raised instead 
My nobler part, and taught me through these toils 
Of life to look to heaven. Where now that trust ? 
Why fled my joys ? Because my trust hath fled." 

A short time after we hear him complaining of bis 
pride and envy — of consequent dejection of spirit, and 
of backwardness to repent* " Ah ! who,*' he cries, " can 
tell the miseries of a soul afar from God ? — ^I am cer- 
tainly the vilest of the vile. Perhaps I have never re- 
pented ; perhaps I am yet ^ in the gall of bitterness, and 
in the bond of iniquity.' " 

His desire ^ to live peaceably with all men' is mani- 
fested in the following extract : — ^^ The great apostle 
to the Gentiles was particularly careAil not to offend his 
weak brethren^ To avoid this he would eat no meat as 
long .as he lived, though in itself a perfectly innocent 
thing. Was this commendable ? Certainly, altogether 
so. What is the enjoyment of an earthly luxury to the 
worth of the soul ? what to the confidence and prayers 
of the weakest Christian 1 Our food is designed to 
strengthen our bodies to prepare us for exertion in the 
cause of Christ; not to pamper a. wanton appetite. 
The flesh must be crucified. If my brother is offimded 
by my means, I will endeavor, by the grace of Grod, to 
reconcile him, though it should be attended with de- 
nials. Are we heirs of heaven 1 and shall we not live 
in peace on earth 1 Are we a spectacle to angels? and 
shall we contend like others 1 Has our Lord com- 
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manded us to love one another, aixl shall we not 
obey V 

Nothing of special interest occurred in his history 
during the remainder of the year. The next record of 
his feelings bears date Janimry I3^A, 1811, and is as 
follows : — ^^ I have now, for a long time, neglected this 
book, and not a little to my hurt. Alas, I may say, for 
my backwardness of heart to perform the comrnand- 
ments of God ! I sin continually and grossly. Grod is 
not in all my thoughts. Can such a sinner be forgiven 1 
YeS' — ^Iknow it; God can forgive through the merits 
of the Redeemer. Christ can save perishing souls. 
Blessed Jesus! look in compassion upon me; I come 
and bow myself at thy footstool. Oh ! wilt thou pity, 
— wilt thou save a periling sinner ? Such indeed I 
am ; and as such I come before thee. May I expe- 
rtence thy loving-kindness, and be prepared for thy 
giory.^' 

A season of backsliding had indeed come over him. 
The temptations of college-life he found to be very 
different from those of an obscure country residence. 
For a time he gives way in part. But he cannot yield 
long. He has enjoyed too much in the service of his 
Savior to content himself, for more than a short season, 
in even the ennobling pursuits of science. Knowledge 
without grace can never satisfy the soul. Thus he 
testifies of himself: 

" Lard^s day ^January 20th^ 1811. — Examination of 
myself proves to me tfiat I have lived, for some time 
past, at a great distance from God — that I have built 
my hopes too much on past experience. Whether I 
know any thing of true religion admits of a doubt ; and. 
Oh! how dreadful is a doubt on this subject! My 
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soul ! art thou still ' m the gall of bitterness and in the 
bond of iniquity V Has my Redeemer no place in this 
frozen heart ? Away, lusts and appetites ! away, every 
thing that may separate between God and my soul." 

He returns again to duty — ^humbles himself before 
God— endeavors to excite within himself shame for his 
wanderings, gratitude for God's mercies, and a firm 
purpose tQ live henceforth to God. Hope once more 
]^eturns> and he begins to feel the joys of ^ a soul re- 
newed, and sins forgiven.' 

"February lltK — Made some inquiry into my spirit- 
ual state. My attainments in religion are certainly 
small ; but it does appear to me that I love Christ — 
that I am pleased with the character of God, and that 
I would desire to be saved in no other way than in and 
through the merits of the Divine Redeemer." 

As " the douds return after rain," so was it with his 
doubts and fears. March 3d, he says, — " The result of 
say examination to-day and last night is — that I am in 
a backsliding state, if a Christian — that my first duty is 
repentance." For many weeks the result of every ex* 
amination is much the same. ^^ Alas ! what is my life 
but sin 1 — It becomes me t6 lament my enormous sins 
before God. — Much I fear that I am a hypocrite.— Find 
my heart much estranged from God, and sad evidence 
that I know not the Lord Jesus Christ" 

An interval of hope is now enjoyed. " Aprii 28tfu 
— Feel comfortable hopes of my being a child of God." 
" May Uh. — It does appear to me that I love the chil- 
dren of God." These hopes, however, prove transient, 
and again he is almost in despair. He can " come to 
no determination." " June 23d, — I examine myself, 
but dare not draw a conclusion as to my real state fur- 

5 
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tber than that I am guilty of much and continual sin. 
It does seem to me that I love Christ and his cause, but 
alas ! my practice, my daily practice, seems to say that 
I am deceived.*' 

In this state of vacillation, now hoping, and now 
despairing, he seems to have continued during the re- 
mainder of the year. When he dared to hope, it was 
with trembling only. Often he has nothing to speak of 
but his stupidity, his coldness, his hardness of heart, his 
multiplied sins, &c. 

In October he visited his native place, and on his re- 
turn wrote to his parents, JVbt?. 12th, as follows : 

" By the blessing of God, I arrived here in safety, 
the Sabbath following my departure from Durham. 
My passage from Catskill to New- York was a good 
one. There I was detained two days with the wind 
ahead. From New-York we sailed on Saturday. The 
whole passage was very agreeable to me, though much 
longer than I had anticipated. The two days I staid in 
New-York were spent, principally, in viewing the city. 
It is a magnificent specimen of what the industry of 
man can execute; but a city given to wickedness. 
Never did I hear so much profanity before — every man 
seemed to be a profane swearer, a contemner of his God 
and eternal life. 

** On my arrival here, I found that Colonel A 

had sent for one of his sons. Accordingly I have re- 
sumed my place in college. I cannot say that I regret, 
very much, this turn of things. My opportunities for 
improvement are much greater — I live more to my 
mind ; at the same time I look upon it as a dispensa- 
tion of that God, who will not leave me. Had the 
A s employed an instructor for this year, I should 
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have held my plaoe ; as the case is, I think it will be 
best for me to continue here till spring, and longer if I 
succeed in getting a school in town, for the summer. I 
shall need fifty dollars by the first of February, and 
none before. If Providence permit, it shall be my first 
business, after leaving college, to clear off those debts 
which you may contract, to keep me here, if your pecu- 
niary circumstances should render it necessary. 

" Never was my health better than it now is. In- 
deed I am indebted to God for a long continuance of 
good health — may it be my endeavor to improve it to 
his glory. 

" I hope you will write to me soon. — ^Inform me how 
things go in Durham, and whether the awakening con- 
tinues in Harpersfield. There are no instances of 
conversions in college, but there appears to be more zeal 
manifested by the brethren in college. The desire that 
God would build up Zion, in this place, is more fre- 
quently uttered than it has heretofore been. Our meet- 
ings are held frequently, and very well attended ; that 
is, in considerable numbers.'^ 

During the following winter he spent a few weeks 
at Woodbridge, abou six miles N. W. from New Ha- 
ven, in the business of instruction. " Who could have 
foreseen," he says, Jan, 26thj 1812, ^' that I should be 
here at this time 1 Every day teaches me that it is not 
of myself to direct my steps ; especially should every 
great change in my life teach me this great truth. But 
I ought to learn more from this providence* 

^^ I entered upon the business of acquiring an educa- 
tion without reflecting on the cost, or even knowing it. 
Th& same Providence which attends others in such an 
undertaking would have rendered all my calculations 
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abortire, or have left me at this time poor, and depend- 
ent on the smiles of griping creditors. Such is not my 
situation. I am neithsr rich nor poor ; but possessed of 
a desirable competency. God gires me, day by day, 
my daily bread, and also clothes me from bis bounty. 
Nor is this all — not even the greatest of my blessings. 
I am also furnished with every spiritual privilege neces- 
sary to my salvation. God has not said to me — * Ofier 
no more petitions !' Though he discerns all my hypo- 
crisy and unfaithfulness, he still permits me to say — 
* Father! I have sinned against heaven and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son/ 
What gratitude do I owe for all these blessings ! What 
consecration of my powers to his service is demanded 
by favors like these. O most Holy and Merciful God ! 
grant that I may live to thy glory.'* 

In consequence of severe application to study about 
this time, his eyes became seriously affected. A dis- 
tressing inflammation was followed by a confirmed 
weakness apparently seated on the optic nerve. This 
affliction, (though at the time exceedingly distressing, 
as it seemed to cut off all hope of his attaining that 
eminent scholarship after which he so ardently panted, 
and for the sake of which he had already pierced him- 
self through with so many sorrows,) became the means 
of greatly advancing him in spirituality and religious 
comfort. 

Having returned to college, his mind appears to 
have become more fixed in relation to his hope. The 
following remarks respecting the atonement may serve 
to show in what Fight he regarded that vital doctrine 
of the Christian faith. They are dated May 16, 18-12 : 
" He, who might persuade me that Christ is a mere 
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man, would dash all my hopes of eVerlasiiog life ; for, 
as sure as there is a holy God in beaven, my sins can* 
not be washed away^ except by the blood of a sacrifice 
inEnite tn merit, and iDfinitdy honorable to the law of 
God. Such a sacrifice became sinners ; n£iy» was alto^ 
getfaer necessary to the exercise of divine mercy. 
Could Jehovah say, * My law was loo strict to be put in 
exeoutioii against rebellious man V This wo«ild be to 
in^ach his own ch&raoter, and 1o justify mmi in his 
rebellion. Could he say, * Althoi^fa my law is the best 
possible, it shall not go idto execution against this dis- 
obedient creature V The supposition implies a contra- 
diction in terms. Laws are made to 'be execiited ; and 
are good only so long as their execution consists with 
the everlasting principles of justice^ A raiunciation of 
justice in any case is an infinite evil ; proceeding from 
God, it would unhinge the confidence of the unives^, 
and silence forever the praises of heaven* But a refu- 
sal, or even a wilKn^^ neglect to execute a good law* 
is a renunciation of justice ; it is virtually saying, ^ Jus- 
tice may and ought,^ under particular circumstances, to 
be sacr^ced.' Grant this, and what archai^el is there 
in heaven that would not tremble for his safety 1 Yet 
all this is implied in the belief of the Socinians. No 
mere man is capable of UKiking an atonement for sin---- 
none, therefore, has been made ; for in their opinion 
Christ is not possessed of a divine nature ; and be^e 
him * tba*e is none other name under heaven given 
am(M)g men whereby we mus4 be saved.' Three sup- 
positions only remain : I, either man has not «nned, 
or, 2^ having sinned he must perish ; or, 3, he must be 
saved without an atonement. The first is contradicted 
by every day's experience. The second is denied by 
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all, as well as by the express word of God. No alter- 
native, therefore remains^ ^but salvation without an 
atonement ; which, as I have already observed, involves 
consequences too absurd and dreadful to be admitted 
by a rational man." 

The greater part of the spring-vacation, which com- 
menced May 13th, he passed at Berlin and Durham, 
Conn. *^ During this time," he says under date of 
June 7th, ^^ my health continued as usual ; my eyes 
gained some strength, which they seem to have lost the 
first of this week. The Lord chastens me ; Oh ! may 
I bear it as a faithful son. Few can boast of greater 
mercies than he has bestowed on me ; yet I will not 
boast of them. They were undeserved, and have been, 
a thousand times, forfeited into the faandsof divine jus* 
tice. Why then should I complain, though I be de- 
prived entirely of my sight ? Let me rather confess 
my ingratitude for past favors, and humbly repent of 
it. Let the breathings of my soul be — ^ though he slay 
me, yet will I trust in him.' " 

On the fifteenth of July he completed his college- 
course of studies, and left New-Haven the next day to 
pass the senior-vacation with the Rev. Jason Allen, 
minister of the south parish in Woodbridge. " Not 
having," he remarks, " any other opportunity of labor- 
ibg for my maintenance, I consented to take charge of 
a small school in Mr. Allen's house. My eyes are in 
statu quo. Sometimes I almost despair of ever being 
able to pursue my studies again. The aflSiction is not 
joyous, but, for the present, grievous. I fear that I am 
not sufficiently resigned to the will of my heavenly Fa- 
ther. My soul does not find that pleasure in contem- 
plating his perfections and government which it ought. 
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I am cold and almost lifeless in his service. The Lord 
have mercy on me — make me feel the power of his 
grace, and constrain me to cry out, — The Lord is good ; 
just and righteous are his ways." 

"The peaceable fruit of righteousness" presently 
appears. On the 19th he finds a sweet assurance of 
the favor of God, and experiences a delightful acqui- 
escence in his will. — ^^ Thought that I experienced," 
he says, " in the morning, something of that acquies- 
cence in the dispensations of God which enables the 
man of piety to say — ' thy will, O Lord ! be done !' 
How sweet is it to realize that ^ the Lord God Omnipo- 
tent reigneth !' and that all things in heaven, earth and 
hell, shall eventually promote his glory ! The king- 
dom of God is the song of the Christian. In its in- 
crease he rejoices with unspeakable rapture. What 
though Satan and his followers disturb, for a while, the 
joys of the humble believer in Jesus Christ ; the time 
is not far distant when he shall triumph over every foe. 
Yes, I have known this of the Lord ; — ^ though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death' — ^though I 
be poor, afflicted, and despised by those around me, my 
Father who is in heaven will watch over me for good — 
^ whom I shall see for myself and not another.' Jesus 
my Savior will come and recdve me to himself. Do I 
say he vnll come ? — ^there is no need of his comings- 
he is here — my portion and my God. O Lord ! satisfy 
my soul with the enjoyment of thyself. May I throw 
away every thing which bars me from the enjoyment 
of thyself. May I * run with patience the race set be- 
fore' me — ^be willing to live so long as thou shalt see 
fit, and to go when thou shalt call me." 

This happy frame of mind continued through the 
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greater part of the veek, though with some temporary 
abatement at the close. On Saturday evenings 26tb^ 
he says of himself, — " Spent the first part of this wedt 
in a most sweet and composed frame of mind. It ap- 
peared to me that earth was of IHtle importance to one 
who was bound to an eternal world, except as a place of 
preparation ; as such a place, it appeared to outgo all 
that worldlings haye ever attributed to it For a time 
my soul rose above the fear of death. I longed to be 
free from sin— to depart and be witii Christ. Yet i 
could say, * the will of the Lord be doneP I chose to 
be such, and in such drcumstances, as God would. 
*^To live' was * Christ,' * to die' appeared to be certain 
* gain.' " 

Hitherto he had made no record of his views in re- 
gard to the profession in which he designed to pass his 
days. When he entered college, be could have had 
but little, if any, thought of the ministry of the gospel. 
The only end, which he then proposed to himself, ap- 
pears to have been, the attainment of a liberal ednca- 
tion. After his hopeful conversion, and up to the time to 
which the narrative is now brought, he seems to have 
been so much exercised with doubts and fears respect- 
ing his own salvation, as scarcely to have dared to look 
forward with confidence to a pursuit demanding so 
much holiness of heart and life. Yet it is very appa- 
rent that he thought of no other. 

When his college-course was finished, and his soul 
was more bountifully than ever refreshed with the 
grace of God, he gives utterance to the ard^it desires 
of his soul to spend and be spent in winning souls to 
Christ. On the 9th ofAugmt he thus writes : " Within 
two weeks my eyes have recovered considerably from 
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tbeir weakness. I am now able to read witbottt pain- ^^ 

ing them much, though prudence seems to forbid it 
Should I ever recover my sight perfectly, it shall, by 
the grace of God, be my endeavor to use them in his 
service who gave them me. I have, since my residence 
here, felt stronger desires than ever before, to preach 
the gospel. It must be a blessed employment to train 
Dp soldiers for the army of the cross, to be the messen- 
ger of Gfod to his people, to preach ' Christ and him 
crucified' to a world of perishing sinners. For this I 
would willingly live till my Father who is in heaves 
shall call me to himself. Yes, if it is the will of Grod 
that 1 1^11 stay here, I will not repine, though this de- 
sire be not granted. I know in whom I have trusted 
He will not appoint me to sufferings which it is not 
best that I should und^go ; nor give me pleasures that 
shall draw my affections from him. And when I shall 
have done serving him below, I shall go to his seat in 
heaven, to behold his face and be like my Savior, 

* holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from' every 
thing which can draw me from his service. So I hope 
— ^so I pray — and so I trust. * The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise as some men count slackness.' 

* Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.' * My 
heart doth magnify the Lord' — * for his mercy endureth 
forever.' This is the ground of my hope — ^ His mercy 
endureth forever.' It shall never be clean gone from 
me though my sins are as scarlet and of a crimson hue. 
I am verily vile and unworthy; but my Savior Christ 
is sufficient — his blood * cleanseth us from all sin' — ^it 
can level mountains of transgressions. Though all the 
ans of all the good men who have lived since the days 
of Noah were upon me, yet would I look up. I would 

5* 
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Spread them all before God, and beseech him to save, 
for the Redeemer's sake." 

He gradaally recovered the use of his eyes, so that 
in two weeks, he could use them for a coD^derable 
time without much pain, and with a fair prospect of 
entire recovery. The goodness of God in thus restoring 
him greatly afiected his heart. ^* Thus am I raised up,'' 
he says, '^from that degree of despondency which was 
a natural, though not justifiable, consequence of the 
failure of my eyes. God has, by this act of mercy, laid 
me under new obligations to live to his glory.' He it is 
that gives me all things to enjoy — he raises me from 
the depth of affliction and makes we sinq for gladness 
of heart." 

With such feelings and purposes, he returned to New 
Haven, and took his first degree in the arts, Septem- 
ber 9th, 1812. 



CHAPTER V. 

Takes charge of the Academy at Fairfield, — His religious expe- 
rience while at P. — Testimonials. 

Mr. B. was now in the 23d year of his life, and, 
as we have seen, possessed of a liberal education. For 
this he was, under God, indebted to his own exertions 
and that kind Providence, already mentioned, by 
which he had been furnished with the means of meet- 
ing the last two or three years' expense of his college- 
course. He deserves, t*herelbre, to be regarded as a 
self-made man. Through many and severe embarrass- 
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ments he had persevered, without charitable aid, until 
he had attained the object which had at first prompted 
him to study. 

He would gladly have entered at once upon the study 
of theology, and have pressed forward into the work of 
the ministry. But his means were exhausted, and he 
found it necessary to defer the attamment of his anxious 
desire, at least for a year or two. His intercourse with 
the people of Fairfield, during his brief sojourn among 
them, had been so mutually pleasing, that he was 
welcomed again among them as principal of their 
academy* Thither he proceeded on the second day af- 
ter commencement, and opened his school on the fol- 
lowing Monday. 

Shortly after he revisited his native place, and with 
renewed delight mingled again among the companions 
and guardians of his youth. On his return to Fairfield, 
November 13th, he exhibits a joyous and grateful frame 
of mind, and is prompted to renew his covenant-en- 
gagements in the following language : 

" During the whole journey, God gave me health, 
strength, and prosperity. I found my friends in health 
and in comfortable circumstances; and was returned to 
this place, with fresh experience of Divine mercy. In 
consideration of the renewed obligations under which I 
am laid, by these and other blessings that are daily 
bestowed on me, by God, I have determined to dedi- 
cate myself again to him, to be entirely his, soul and 
body, for time and eternity. And I beseech the eter- 
nal God to enable me to perform this my resolution^ 
encouraging me by his promises, and strengthening me 
by his grace. I, moreover, promise before the great 
Jehovah and the holy angels, that I will no more live 
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to myself, but to God, who made me, and upholds me in 
being. And this I do, not trusting in my own power 
or goodness, but in the mercy of God, who has prom- 
ised never to forsake his dear children." 

His enjoyment of the comforts of a good hope did 
hot, in the least degree, diminish his sense of the native 
vileness of his own heart. On the other hand, he 
seems to have had still more humbling views of him- 
self. On occasion of hearing a sermon from 1 Cor. 
1: 30, on the 22d of November, he describes himself as 
follows : 

" It appears to me that I can realize one part of the 
discourse in the state of my own^eart. I am dread- 
fully unvnse as well as guilty in my transgressions. 
The things which I most covet, are those which, if pos^ 
sessed by me, would render my life inglorious and use- 
less. In denying them to me, God provides for my 
temporal, as well as my eternal, happiness. How blind 
then, is my sinful heart ! One would suppose that d€J- 
pravity is justly defined as — * an inclination of the 
heart to work its own misery.' It is, in feet, down- 
right madness. I am partially, if not wholly mad ; 
bent on obtaining those things which would prove my 
ruin ; determined to render myself justly deserving of 
hell. Were it not for the restraining grace of God, I 
should rush forth into the grossest acts of rebellion that 
ever polluted any one of the fellen race. I cannot even 
imagine a crime too horrible for me to perpetrate ; un- 
less God should hold me back from the perpetration 
by an irresistible arm. Such is actually my heart, as 
it appears to me ; — and yet I have hope of everlasting 
life. Yes, blessed JeSus ! it is all one with thee to save 
with many or with few. Thou canst have mercy on 
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l^e chief of sinners. Here is my hope ; a hope ^hicb 
sin cannot remove, nor wicked men and devils destroy* 
He who hath promised is faithfal and abk to perform." 

At the close of the year 1812, he appeacs to have 
been making progress both in physical and spiritual 
health. Deternber 2(¥A, he says, as the result of his 
weekly self-examination — ^* It does appear to me that 
I esteem the commandments of God as very precious, 
that I love his ordinances, and would rather be a door- 
keeper in the house of God, than to dwell in the tents 
of wickedness." 

Again, Lor^s day^ December 27tk : — ^* Have been 
mereiiuUy spared another week. My eyes appear to 
be gradually gaining strength. I am now able to go 
through with the duties of my school, without giving 
them much pain, though they are far from having re* 
gained their ^iginal strength. My school commenced 
a new quarter the last week ; which made it necessary 
forme to use my eyes more than I could wish, and much 
mote than I have been accustomed to in time past ; but 
I cannot perceive that it has been attended with any 
particular ip^nvenience. On the whole, I have great 
teason ta^te thankful for the continued recovery of my 
sight«^ it is a pleasant thing to see the light of tbe 
suB^ more pleasant to see the faces of my friends, and 
^^ost of all, to be allowed to look into the book of life. 
O Lord! illumine my soul, that my dark mind may 
perceive and rejoice in the perceptbn of thyself." 

He complains, Jantiary 17th, of being " criminally 
negligent in the following particulars: 1. In culti- 
vating a devotional spirit. 2. In resisting my appe- 
tite and passions. 3. In maintaining a sense oi my 
de|)endence on God. 4. In giving a time to the exer- 
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cise of my devotions. 5. In examining into the grounds 
of my Christian hope." 

Again we have an instance in which, with unaffect- 
ed sincerity, he describes himself as among the vilest 
of the vile, and then exalts his crucified Redeemer, as 
every way fitted to save him, though he were a hun- 
dred times more guilty. 

" Blessed God ! how corrupt is my wicked heart ! 
— how profligate has been my life ! ' Which way I 
look is sin, — myself am sin.' Can it be that a temple 
so polluted is the residence of the Holy Spirit ? Thou, 
O Lord ! knowest. This one thing I know, that I de- 
serve only thy indignation. Shouldst thou cut me off 
from all hopes of pardon, and acceptance with thee, 
my own reason would justify the procedure ; — saints 
and angels would praise thee for it When, at the last 
day, the hearts of men shall be exposed, and their 
thoughts manifested, befcnre thy vast creation ; it will 
then appear that my heart is a sink of iniquity, a pol- 
luted nest for every unclean and hateful bird, a fortress 
of Satan, from which his fiery darts are hurled at the 
soldiers of the cross. What, then, shall I offer for my 
life, or how, or where shall I find arguments to plead 
with thee for deliverance from this mire of sin. I am 
neither greater nor better than the many thousands 
whom thou hast condemned to suffer the dreadful ef- 
fects of their own folly. Thou hast no need of me to 
increase thine essential glory or happiness. It is infi- 
nitely easy for thee to create millions of more glorious 
beings than I am, endow them with nobler faculties, 
and make them completely devoted to thy praise and 
the everlasting interests of thy kingdom. All that I 
can plead before thee is the depth of my want and the 
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glorious falaess of Jesus Christ. He is able — ^he is wor- 
thy. In him, and in him alone, can I hope for the 
remission of sin — for deliTerance from the ghastly- 
ruin, into which I have, most foolishly, plunged my 
own soul. Jems is worthy ! Had I a hundred-fold 
more guilt to be taken away, I would venture to his 
cross. — ^Had I a hundred souls to be saved or lost, I 
would trust them all in his hands." 

His increasing attachment to the Savior, and faith in 
his blood, is thus plainly exhibited. How readily now 
he betakes himself, in every time of need, to the cross ! 
How soon he finds comfort in the promises ! In all this 
we see the evidence of a continued growth in grace. 

Yet to his own mind he seemed to be making little, 
if any, progress. The more enlarged views which he 
now is permitted to have of the plan of redemption, 
and the necessity of the atonement in order to the sal- 
vation of sinners, also lead him to entertain a deeper 
sense of the exceeding sinfulness of the human heart, 
so that while he is better acquainted with the doctrines 
of the Bible, and better knows the Lord, he seems 
really to be but little advanced in the work of purify- 
ing his heart. If he succeeds in casting one sin out he 
is the better enabled to see his remaining corruption. 
He therefore seems to make fewer conquests than dis- 
coveries. Hence it is that, the more a man advances 
in the grace of the gospel, he learns to have more hum« 
bling views of himself. 

After an extensive review of his Christian course, 
March 21st^ Mr. B. thus writes: "I am continually 
resolving to do well, but, unfortunately, never carry my 
resolutions completely into practice. The next May 
will bring the fifth anniversary of my Christian pro- 
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feasioD. Durbg this time, I have made eomparattyeljr 
little, if any, progress in * the path of the just.' I am 
dow to duty; — ^knit to the world ;—dbtractcd by 
worldly tlK>ughtSy in the house of God, and even in the 
devotions of the closet. When I examine into the 
state of my heart, I find there a world of iniquity. In 
all this I have no excuse ; but such as wicked beinga 
may, without exception, plead for their rebellion. My 
ntuation in life has not l^en such as to expose me to 
any pecnliar temptation. I have had neither riches 
nor poverty, abundant honor nor disgrace. My wants 
have, nevertheless, all been supplied — my health has 
been constantly good." 

Having alluded to the weakness of his eyes, by 
which his progress in some branches of education had 
been impeded, he adds, — ^^ But I have not, in the 
mean time, been thrown out of useful employ. My 
prayer has been heard concerning this matter ; and my 
€yes are now apparently in a fair^way to recover. The 
people in this place have not been wanting in kindoess 
to me since my arrival here. The family with whom I 
board, neglect no means in their power of making my 
situation more than usually agreeable. I h^ve, besides, 
the satisfaction of believing that my efforts in the acad- 
emy have not been made entirely in vain. No partic- 
ular attention to religion has, as yet, appeared to follow 
my instructions ; but I do perceive in my pupils an in- 
creasing attention to their books, and I hope, also, to 
their moral conduct generally. 

" I have very many precious opportunities of meet- 
ing with the people of God for conference and prayer. 
My situation enables me to take an active part in these 
meetings, to recommend, in conversation, the wisdom 
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and preciousness of the gospel of peace ; and thereby 
impose a restraint on my conversation) useful to myself, 
inasmuch as it throws me out of the circle of the fa^- 
ionable world. But, notwithstanding all these and 
many more circumstances which mi^t be mentioned, 
equally favorable to the growth of my Christian graces, 
my leanness may well be manifest to all who are ac- 
quainted with me* The Lord is witness against me, 
that I am an imfruitfbl tree. If I am ever made meet 
for an inheritance among the Uessed, it will all be of 
free sovereign meroy." 

At a subsequent examination of himself, he says,-^ 
*^ I find myself guilty of pride in my appearance ; of 
reading the Scriptures and praying to God in too care- 
less a manner ; of neglecting to visit a sick-bed in this 
neighborhood, when duty most evidently required it ; 
of introducing and maintaining unprofitable conversa- 
tion in some of the visits I have lately made." 

On the twentieth of March he thus writes to his pa- 
rents : ^' If my memory does not deceive me, I requested 
you, in the letter I sent by Sylvester, to write me 
as soon as convenient, on the subject of my continuing 
here another year« The trustees of the academy have 
given me more than a merely formal invitation to stay. 
I have reason to think that my exertions to better the 
state of the academy, have not been entirely misspent 
The people here are very kind to me, — the family with 
whom I board, agreeable and obliging ; — ^the avails of 
the school fund are something handsome ; and indeed 
.most things, as far as my temporal concerns are affect- 
ed, are much as I would have tbem. If I leave here, 
it is not rery probable that I shall find my eyes strong 
enough to enter on the 9tady of divinity the next fall. 
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Should I go to Andover, which all in these parts advise 
roe to do, my expenses there will be considerable ; — a 
hundred dollars per year, at the least, and probably 
more. 

" Why then should I not stay ? Another year, with 
the blessing of God upon my exertions, would enable 
me to prosecute my studies, free from anxiety, on the 
subject of support ; and, it may be, relieve me from 
the weakness of eyes, with which I am at present ex- 
ercised. In the mean time, I shall have a plenty of 
books and readers at my command. Besides all this, I 
do actually find .that my eyes are much stronger than 
when I came here, although it hais been necessary for 
me to use them much more than it would be in time to 
come. I gave out my quarterly bills the last week ;— 
hope to be able soon to discharge all my debts. The 
amount of what I have received and have owing to me 
here, for my six months' work, is $267. I owed when 
I came here about 130 dollars. My board, in the 
mean time, has cost me 48 dollars ; and my other ex- 
penses, including clothes, for the same time, probably 
amount to 50 more; so that I have the pleasure of 
finding myself something more than even with the 
world. 

^' Riches, I think, I do not desire ; but I ought, un- 
questionably, to feel the force of the command : ^ Owe 
no man any thing.' It gives me a satisfaction to think 
that if I were to be taken from the world suddenly, I 
have enough to satisfy the demands of those who, with- 
out other security than my word, or other prospects of 
reward, than that of the pleasure of assisting me in ob- 
taining the objects of my pursuit, have, on all occa- 
siaos, been ready to advance me imy sum which I 
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"Wished for. I think that I also feel that God has been 
very good to me, in placing me in this dependent situ- 
ation ; and particularly, in so ordering the circum- 
stances of my life, that I am able to see his hand in all 
his dealings with me« It is not enough that I receive 
temporal good things, I would receive them from 
God — I would have them the gifts of our Heavenly 
Father." 

Towards the last of June, he seems to have lost much 
of that enjoyment which had continued for nearly a 
year, and to have relapsed into a state of despondency. 
He accounts for it by the expressive remark — ^^ I have 
got more into the world than I ought." How many 
can trace their darkness and coldness to the same cause ! 
— " Experience teaches me," he adds, July 4ihy " that 
the maxims and customs of this world are far from 
favoring a life of devotion to God. How often has 
my being conformed to them wounded my jsoul ! Many 
have been the resolutions that I have made against 
this sin, and many and aggravatedly wicked my de- 
partures from them. In most, if not all, of these cases, 
the Lord has punished me with the loss of his blessed 
countenance, distressing indifference to his cause, and 
difficult access to the throne of grace. Righteous art 
thou, O Lord ! in all thy judgments. But Oh ! may it 
not consist with thy holy pleasure to lighten thy chas- 
tening hand which thus lies heavily upon me ? I ask 
not riches, nor honors, nor any worldly good ; I plead 
for the cheering light of thy countenance. Give me 
but this and I will be satisfied. Teach me by thy Holy 
Spirit, and I will covet no higher wisdom. But, 
Lord ! such is the hardness of my heart, my proneness 
to forget thee, and my lore of this vain and evil world, 
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that I can no longer trust to my resolutions or eflbiti 
to keep tnyfldf in the strait bbA narrow way. I need 
thy guidance and help. Thy Spirit must sanctify, thy 
grace preserve, and thy mercy forgive me, or all my 
hopes will set in eternal darkness, i am utterly un-* 
worthy, and unclean before thee* Forgive the sins o{ 
my holy thii^ ; and enable me to put my confidence 
entirely in thy rich grace." 

The following letter to his parents is dated July 6tb, 
1813 : — ^^ No material change has taken place, in my 
circumstances, since I last wrote to you^ but I am un* 
willing that a longer time than six weeks should ^apse 
without your hearing from me. 

^' The people of Fairfield have had a touch of the 
prevailing fever. Several died with it ; and one was 
sick w^ it, but a few rods from the house in which I 
board. A great proportion of the people were very 
fearful of its contagion ; had it spread extensively here, 
I really think there would have been great difficulty in 
procuring persons to watch with and nurse the sick. I 
visited several, vs^ho were sick with it ; not without die 
censure of several of our neighbors, for wantonly ex- 
posing my life. But to me, it appealed in a different 
point of light. I could not believe but that, in this, as 
well as in all other cases^ the path of duty was, on the 
whole, a safe one. Physicians tell me, that intemperate 
persons are most liable to have this fever 5 and are sel* 
dom known to recover from it. 

*^ My eyes are, I think, in a convalesdmg state ; weak 
indeed, but not so much so as to prevent my going 
through with the duties of my employment. The num. 
ber of scholars in the academy is greatly increased, so 
that I am ohl%ed to have an asastant. Happily, 
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through the blessing of €k)don the exertions of some 
of my fnends in Yale, I have succeeded in getting one, 
who promises to please the good people of Fairfidd. 
The trustees of the academy visited my schck)! yester- 
day ; and one of them told me, after it, that he never 
was in a school where so much good order was manifest 
Of course, the academy is pronounced to be in a flourish- 
ing state ; and I am allowed great credit for raising it. 
There was, in &ct, but little order or industry in it, 
when I came here. Most of the studisnts were disgusted 
with their instructor; some of them, more bold and 
unmannerly than the rest, openly insulted him to hi» 
fece. 

" But it would be arrogant, in me, to attribute the 
change which has taken place in the institution to my 
own wisdom. The people here have seconded all my 
efibrts to reform. The scholars have been led to under-* 
stand, that whatever I did would be consid^ed as well 
done. But I have most of all ..to adfnowledge the 
divine assistance. I never yet thought mys^ compe- 
tent to the management of such an institution ; but what 
can we not do, when the strength of the Lord is on our 
side 1 Oh ! continue to pray much for me, that I may be 
faithfiil, and, in all things, be directed of God. I some- 
times think, that all my success is owing to your 
prayers." 

An affecting sense of the evil of losing the light of 
God's countenance makes him shortly after cry out, — 
" Oh ! may the language of my heart be, — ^ None but 
Christ, none but Christ.' ^ 

His pride Seems at this time, (perhaps on account of 
the active part which he took in the exercises of re- 
ligious meetmgs, and in the promotion of religkm,) to 
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have given him particular trouble. On the 18^ of 
Septewhefy he writes, — ^^ Of all my wicked propensi- 
ties, pride appears to be the most deceitful and obdurate. 
I discern it creeping into my devotions^ and even my 
himiblest c(mfesstons of unworthiness. Should God meet 
with me in mercy, and bestow upon me the consola- 
tions of his Holy Spirit, it is most probable that I should 
be proud of the blessing. I am proud of my tal- 
ents, my employment, my success, my religious per- 
formances, my humility and my sin ; yea, sometimes, of 
belonging to that kingdom which admits none but the 
humble and lowly of heart." 

At the end of this month he made a visit to his na- 
tive place, of which, on his return, he thus speaks, Oct, 
31st. — ^ Through the divine goodness I returned to this 
place yesterday, after a visit of four weeks to my 
parents, in the state of New-York. I found them, to- 
gether with my other friends there, in a state of health. 
My sister-in-law became hopefully pious, during my 
stay at Durham. The people appeared thoughtless on 
serious subjects, except a few who had made a Christian 
profession, and who continue to countenance and attend 
the religious meetings which were held in different 
parts of the society. A melancholy declension had 
taken place in some of the professors. 

" My friends in Durham received me with great kind- 
ness. I attended some religious meetings, made some 
truly religious visits, read several useful books, and re- 
turned in safety to my former residence. Upon exam- 
ination of my conduct on my journey, I find that I have 
be«ti foolishly guilty of entering too forwardly into dis- 
putes with strangers, particularly on political subjects. 
This is a fault I am prone to commit^ and against which. 
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by t|ie help of God, I mean to guard in time to come. 
Tlie Lord make me thankful for all his baiefits." 

This deep interest in the welfare of others, as in, all 
amilar cases, seems to have promoted his own ^Atoal 
joys. *' While I heard the word of God to-day,'^ he 
says, J\rov€mber Ithy ^^ my heart humed within me. It 
does appear to me that I know no friend in comparison 
with Christ" 

So again, November 21st, — " If I am not deceived, 
I haye found, this day, sweet consolation in the wor- 
diip of God, in his house of prayer. My examination 
of myself too ends in a pleasing hope, that I am born 
again. True, my heart is full of sin : — ^I know it : — I 
feel it : but, (xod be praised, th^pe is in Christ free and 
complete redemption." 

He now takes increasing delight in the Sanctuary 
and in God's word. JVav. 28th, — ^^ It does appear to 
me, that I take delight in the appropriate exercises of 
the holy Sabbath. The Sanctuary is the pleasantest 
house I ever visited. Were I denied the privilege of 
watting upon God, in that holy place, I know not any 
thing of a temporal and worldly nature, which could 
make amends for the loss of the enjoyment that I find 
there. Surely, it is better to be a door-keeper in the 
house of God, than to riot in the pleasures of sin for a 
jseason. 

^^ I also think that I derive increasing satisfaction 
from reading, and meditating in, the sacred Oracles. 
But, of these, I have to lament my neglect and igno- 
rance. I have not studied them as much as I might 
And doubtless God has, on that account, denied me 
many spiritual blessings. Perhaps it is owing to this 
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Delect, that I hare been so often orereom^ by my 
spiritual enemiesk 

^^ Certaia it is, that my ability to oppoae the two pro- 
peosifiefly whidi most frequently and fatally assail im% 
has not greatly increased. Though I have prayed fre- 
quently for more grace and strength, I am still over- 
come, in many instances ; and not unfrequeatly to my 
utter confusion. blessed God ! have merciy upon me» 
Thou art stronger than the strong man armed* Thou 
canst wrest from him his weapons ; and make a feeble 
imworthy worm to triumph in thy strengths Oh! give, 
me a humble confidence in thine assistanoey and a dis- 
trust of my own power. Waxing strong from a sense 
of my own weakness, may I march forward, under the 
banners of King Jesus, and, with the aword of prayer» 
transfix every spiritual foe. Give me tbiSy and thine 
shall be all the gknry and the praise.^' 

Again, Dieoem&er 19t&, he writes, — ^^ I feel this even- 
ing a love to all men. If there is a person to whom I 
am inimical, I am unconsoious of it God appeal^ to 
ma exceedingly glorious, and his Son altogether lovely. 
It does appear to me that I am wilhng to spend and be 
spent in his cause." 

In this happy frame of mbd he continued for many 
weeks. But towards the ckse of the winter he fre- 
quently speaks of trouble from his besetting sins. Of 
these, two appear to have been quite prominent, pride 
and love of the world. He calls them — ^^ my two most 
besetting sins." 

In his diary of Jtprii Set, he alludes to a cause of 
qsuitual distress^ and want of profit from the ordinances 
to which others may well give-heed. After complaUt^ 
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uig of Us << neglect to prepare for the Sabbath/' he 
aildsy — ^^I have found from experiencey that consolation 
and hope are dealt out to me, much in proportion as I 
am cwefol to prepare beforehand for the different exer- 
dses of reGgious worship ; and that I always find a 
cause for distresnng doubts and fears, in the relaxation 
of my faithfulness in the work of the Lord. Such, in- 
deed, is my miserable depravity, that I am continually 
straying from duty. Have mercy on me, O my €rod ! 
for the Redeemer's sake." 

Hisdiaiy during the remainder of his abode at Fair- 
field presents little else than complaints against himself 
for his ^' foolish neglect of duty," his love for the worlds 
his forgetftdness of the word, his wasting the predous 
hours of the Sabbath, his consequent '* wedcs of dull 
devotion and inseonbility to the pains of hell or the 
glories of heaven.'' ^ Sometimes," he says, July Slstj 
^ the Sabbath has found my mind in a tumult of un- 
governable passions ; at others in a state of sluggish 
indifference. For this the Lord has evidently punished 
me by leanness of consolation and hope." 

In all this we discover the undiaken determination to 
be honest with himself— to ferret out every hidden lust, 
and give no quarter to any rinful propensity. IGs sins 
are his abomination ; he loathes them ; he strives to 
Aske them off; he prays, he pleads for deliverance* 
Nor does he straggle and pray in vain. All this con- 
flict is but for a season. He comes forth unharmed — ^a 
oooqneror and more than a conqueror through him that 
loved him. 

During the period of his readence at Fairfield he 
gready endeared himself to the people. The Hon. 
Roger M. Shecman remarks, that ^be was mudi 
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esteemed bj his friends, and I presume nerer had an 
enemy. Respectable literary and intellectual endow* 
ments, with an excellent m<»:al spirit, and great fidelity 
in the discharge of every duty, made him Tery useful 
and much beloved. He was not of that order of men 
who surprise and charm by traits of originality, but of 
the better clasSy who, by judicious and constant devotion 
to useful objects, raise monuments to their fame by the 
good which they accomplish. All can be»r witness to 
his happy influence on the intellectual, moral, and 
sooml character of his pupils, and to the aptitude of his 
intercourse to improve the society with which he asso- 
ciated.^' 

The Rev. Dr. Hunq>hrey says — ** I knew Dr. Baldwm 
intimately for more than thirty years ; and to know him, 
as I did, was to be often reminded of our Lord's 
memorable commendation of Nathanad — ^ Behc^ an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile.' I think that I 
never knew a man better entitled to that divine com« 
meodation. 

^' Our particular acquaintance commenced when be 
took charge of the acadcany in Fairfield, Con., where I 
had recently been settled in the ministry. Ths was in 
the fall of 1809. He was an eminently faithful said 
p(^ular teacher. Such a perennial overflowing was 
there of kindness and benevolence in all his intercourse 
with his pupils, that I do not believe that there is one of 
them living, who does not remember him with gratitude 
and aflection. Though not a member of my family, be 
was as intimate at our house as a brother, and as a 
brother I loved him. We walked together, we read 
together, we prayed together, we compared our respecr 
tive views on a great variety of subjects, particularly re- 
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ligiousy with tke osost perfect freedom ; fiad that entire 
eonfideiicey whkh I sood learned to repose in htm^ I 
never found the d^htest reason to modif j or regret* I 
-moM intrust hiin all that was in my heart as safely as 
I could my bosom-compaaion.'' 



CHAPTER VI. 

Enters Theological Seminary at Andover, Mass. — Visit to Dr. 
Eimmons, — Jtrntiey to Connaetioiit. — VteptLtes a Tract. — 
Tests of Love to Christ. — Licensed to preach.— Labors at 
Nottingham. — Ordination. 

It was the intention of Mr. Baldwin, ih resigning the 
diarge of the academy at Fairfield, to enter upon a 
course of Theological study. The rising fame of the 
Ktrinity-School at Andover, Mass., had reached him, 
and he longed to associate with the devoted youth Who 
Were there preparing themselves to labor in the vine- 
yard of the Lord. 

He arrived at Andover, November 11th, 1814, and 
the next day was admitted to the seminary. The 
disposition which he made of the intervening time may 
be learned from the following extract : — ^** I continued 
the instructor of Fairfield-academy till Sept. 9th, 1814, 
when I took an affectionate leave of my interesting pu- 
pils and friends there, and after a visit of seven weeks 
to my parents, whom I found in comfortable circum- 
stances, made my way directly to this place. My eyes 
appear to be, in some measure, recovered from their 
weakness. My health has been and still continues to 
be good ; and I have thus far been remarkably pros- 
pered in my lawful undertakings. 
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<^ The good peofde of Fairfield qa|)«ared to be satis* 
fied with the manner in which I conducted the affairs 
of their academy. My piqpils testified much regret at my^ 
leaving them. During my stay at Durham, I taught 
a small school, with whose demeanor and improvement 
I was well satisfied. 

** But there is one part of my conduct of which I 
have much reason to be ashamed ; I refer to that which 
respects my Creator. With all the means put into my 
hands of obtaining divine wisdom and growth in grace, 
I have been slow to learn, extremely slow in my pro- 
gress in the path of life. I have been too much de- 
lighted with tibe praise of men, labored too much to 
commend myself to those who are far from righteous- 
ness. My works testify that I have lived unto myself 
and not unto Ood. Accordingly the bands of iniquity 
have become strong around me. Lord ! I am un- 
done, but in thee is my help found. By the assistance 
of divine grace, I have resolved to amend my life, by 
forsaking my sins and devoting myself anew and en- 
tirely to the service of Jehovah. The Lord prosper 
this resolution.'' 

While at Durham, among the friends of his youth, 
and called frequently to take an active part in their 
religious meetings, he finds himself too anxious to 
please, and to know what might be said of his perform- 
ances. This leads him to condemn himself, Ockber 
Slsij in the following manner : 

^' Inquiries into the religious state of my soul convict 
me of great indifference to my immortal interests, of 
neglect of prayer and sincere lamentation for all my 
numerous sins, and of an overweening attachment to 
the vanities of this wick^ world. Yea, I fear this at- 
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tachmenty already displeasing to God, is becoming still 
more excessive* Do I not actually perceive this in my 
increasing solicitude for the approbation lind praise of 
men ? Are not the religious duties I perform in public, 
especially when called upon to lead in them, a sw^ 
witness against me ? Oh ! how shall I answer fcnr my 
roving thoughts, my respect for the good opinion of the 
individuals present^ the pride which sometimes rises, itt 
view of more than commonly good performances, when 
even that goodness consists rather in apt expressions 
and p^inent thoughts, than near approach to the 
throne of grace ; and the mortification which, at othas, 
succeeds to those more evidently indifferent and de» 
fective V 

In the seminary, he finds himself troubled with the 
besetting sin of theological students :-^>^ Th^e is no- 
thing,'' he remarks, Jfovember Z7thy *^ more fodidi, 
and few things more dangerous to immortal souls, than 
the habitual indulgence of a criticising spirit, in the 
worship of God in \m sanctuary. Preadiers of the 
gospel must use their own manner.^^Their message is 
from God, and with this we miserable sinners are prin-* 
cipally concerned. To stand admuring, or despising, the 
manner of the preacher, when we should be listening 
to the wnce of Goc{, speaking through him, is sottirii 
indeed. What! shall I find fault with the uncouth 
appearance of one who informs me that my house is on 
fiire ? Wh^ my fiiend calls me to a feast, shall I 
remember only the plate on which it is served up ? 
Such a disposition would have turned my face from 
Paul, who did not use * excellency of speech' in 
preaching the gospel, — ^yes, from the Lord Jesus hion* 
self. 
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*^ Bleosed Redeemer ! in tbis tliiffg I have sinned ; 
and «iiice the medksitifKis and examination of this after> 
noon have convinced me of it, be graciously pleased to 
make me bomhle and penitent before thee, abd to be- 
stow thy foi^iveness, and a heut to refrain from this 
mu in future. May I ever be nvilling to sit at thy feet 
and learn of thee, whatever means of instruetion thou 
nayeat see fit to employ." 

Placed again among his equals, or fellow-students, be 
finds an old trouble renewed : — ^^ AfnbUAon appears to 
be, at present, my ruling sin. Alas ! there is ever some- 
thing to draw my inconstant heart from Gk)d.'' Is not 
this the experience of all the saints ? Do they not £nd 
it necessary to watch and pray without ceasing, lest they 
fall into temptation 1 Is there ever a time when they 
ftncy themselves secure, that is not soon followed by a 
season of lamentation, mi account of some suiprise from 
«in undioaght'*of source ? ^^ Let him that tMnketh he 
slandeth take heed lest he fall.'^ 

At the commencement of the year 1815, he bears 
witness to the goodness of Grod in the following record : 
-«-*^^ I have had during the past year great occasi(» to 
bless God for his mercies. Sickness I have not known. 
My lawful undertakings have succeeded beyond my 
expectation ; and I am finally brought to this sacred 
institution, where I have a prospect of completing my 
studies, preparatory to ray entering on the work of the 
gospel-ministry. I would that I could ^ay, 'My returns 
of gratitude have been proportionate : — I have spent the 
time and improved the talents allowed me in the best 
manner.' But alas ! my conscience tells me — the state 
of my heairt tells me, it is not so. At the end of another 
year, I find myself cast entirely on the mercy of God. 
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If I am not condemned to the lowest hell, it will not be 
in consequence of my deserts ;— to the praise of sove- 
reign grace it shall be attributed/' 

His ardent desire to be supremely devoted to his 
Savior has already been made sufficiently evident. He 
cannot stop short of the very highest attainments of 
grace. The example of others whose life had adorned 
th«r profession serves greatly to stimulate him. — ^^ Am 
greatly pleased,** he remarks, Jantuiry 29ih, " with the 
memoirs of Rev. Samuel Pearce, a minister of Birming- 
ham, England. My heart says that it would be 
pleasant to imitate his love and zeal. It would be good 
to be such a Christian as Samuel Pearce. And what 
hinders 1 — ^My soul ! what hinders ? Have not I the 
same Savior 1 the same God ? His Bible is my Bible. 
I may live as near the throne of grace as he. I may 
as sweetly chant the praises of God. What then hinders 
my becoming as eminent a servant of Jesus Christ ? 
Blessed Redeemer ! help me. I have crept long enough, 
when I should walk upright. I have long enough bent 
under the load of my sins. My lusts, my worldly joys 
and prospects, I renounce. Show me my duty. Point 
me to the path of freedom from the slavery of sin, and 
wash my soul in the atoning blood which thou didst 
shed for the sins of the world. I plead with thee, and 
cannot let thee go without a blessing.** 

Again he says, — ^^ The idea of one day joining with 
such spirits Bg Samuel Pearce transports me with joy. 
Oh that I could live like that holy servant of God ! 
JBlessed Redeemer ! help me. I would burst asunder 
the chains which have so long held me in captivity to 
this world ; I would soar to brighter worlds, to more 
heavenly enjoyments*'* 
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Soy too, after a season of darkness, lie cries o«t, FA. 
13lh : — ^^ O Divine Immanuel ! thou canst bestow all 
that I need. I come to thee. Do thou lift upon me 
the light of thy countenance — satisfy me wiUi thy love. 
Oh ! remove from me this carnal, unfeeling heart I 
plead, I entreat I would be like thine angels, without 
spot or blemish. 

" Never have I before seen so much of the depths of 
sin within me. Shall I say that I am * the least of b1\ 
saints V — ^No, that will not do, I am the vilest of all 
sinners, — deserve not to be called a saint, much less to 
enjoy the privileges of Christ's saints.'' 

It was by such a discipline that God was preparing 
him for that diligent, laborious, self*denying and hum- 
ble ministry, to which he was afterwards called, and 
in which he continued with so mask patience and 
success. 

As one who deeply felt the need of such a spirit in 
order to enter upon such a work, he proceeded on the 
18th of Febnum/ to renew, and without the least re- 
serve, the consecration of himself to the service of his 
Lord and Master. After reciting some of the obliga- 
tions which bound him thus to present himself to the 
Lord, he ad<& : 

<^ By every consideration then am I bound to conse- 
crate myself to God ; and this Inow do ; acknowledging 
that I owe all to hun, and solemnly promising, by divine 
grace, to use the things of this world, my time, my 
talents, as the property of God. I also prcnnise, that if 
Gk)d should ever see fit to honor me with the sacred 
office of the gospel ministry, that I will hold myself 
ready to labor in any part of his vineyard, to which his 
jHTOvidence aiiall appear to direct me ;-^tfaat, n^lecting 



BEV» DR. BAU>WIN. ]S9 

to confer ^ with flesh and blood/ 1 vnU count it my joj 
and booor to spend and be spent in promoting his king* 
doffl and glory in the world. This I promise^ relying 
on his graee to enable me to be constant and faitfaftil, 
till my Lord shall please to retno^ me from this world 
of sin and sorrow, where I shall serve him with never- 
ending and increai^ng joy." 

Mr. Baldwin's room-mate, it appears, was not a pro- 
fessing Christian. The conversion of this friend he 
ardently sought. On the 2Qth of Feb. he thus records 
the mercy of the Lord : 

" I have, for some time, been very desirous that my 
room-mate, who came hither 'having no hope and 
without God in the worlds' should have his eyes opened 
to see the misery of his situation, and embrace the Lord 
Jesus in truth. To promote this great object, a prayer 
meeting of a few individuals was organized about seven 
or eight weeks ago. And, blessed be God I last week 
this dear individual began to be concerned for his sal- 
vation ; his sins rose in order before him and told him 
that God was to the impenitent ' a consuming fire ;' that 
1m himself was tottering over a tremendous precipice. 
Strong convictions immediately followed. He saw 
himself poor and wretched, blind and naked, and in 
want of all things. In this state, his heart rose against 
Qod; he loathed his service/ and yet saw himself in 
infimte need of divine mercy. His convictions and dis- 
tress gradually increased till the last evening, when an 
alteration was visible, though, I fear^ not of an evan- 
gelicsd nature. God be merciful to him. 

" During the past week I have thought little respect- 
ing myself; almost the whole of my anxiety has rested 
on my room-mate and others of my class, apparently in 

6* 
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the same deplorable situation ; and yet my heart has 
been several times laid open to me in no ordinary man* 
ner. I have seen myself a miserable, unfaithful, proud 
creature ; entirely uni^ortfay and unqualified to have any 
part in the good Vfork which God is evidently carrying 
on in this seminary. Yet I have delighted in prayer. 
I have felt an uncommonly ardent desire that Grod would 
have mercy on the unregenerated members of my class ; 
and that he would pour out upon the whole seminary 
a spirit of prayer and supplication. 

'^ There appears to be a work of grace commencing 
in the seminary. Christians are much awakened, and 
some of them not a little animated in view of what 
God is doing for immortal souls. Others are trembling 
in view of the wickedness of their hearts, and the 
possibility of their having deceived themselves with 
respect to their interest in Jesus Christ. Prayer-meet- 
ings are becoming frequent in different parts of the 
building. AH this is of God, and ' marvellous in our 
eyes.' Oh ! may he carry it on ' and have all the 
glory." 

He proceeds with this interesting case on March 6th. 
— ^^'The change in my room-mate's feelings turned out, 
as I expected, to be only a temporary relief from his 
sufferings. He enjoyed a kind of sluggish, careless 
ease of mind during the Lord's day; but, God be 
praised ! his convictions returned the following Mon- 
day, and have continued, with little intermission, till 
now. On Monday he was much affected with the 
opposition of his heart to God. He saw distinctly that, 
were he in heaven, he could not find there, in God him- 
self, the multitude of his holy creatures, or their holy 
employment of worship and praise^ «ny thing in the 
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least delightfiil to him. Wednesday he seemed for a 
short time to lose his anxiety ; it however returned the 
day after with augmented force, and with somewhat of 
a new <:hanicter. What most affected him then was 
the estreme wretchedness of an unrenewed sinner. * I 
must obtain salvation' was then and has continued to 
be the tenor of his conversation on this interesting sub- 
ject. From appearances I cannot but hope that Ood 
will shoKly appear for his relief. I see that it is alt 
God's work. I pray, advise, and exhort, but appear to 
eflect nothing. 

^ During the past week, the seriousness m college 
has consideraUy increased. We had our college-fast 
on Friday ; and many found it a precious day to their 
souls. Never did I witness more apparent solemnity in 
the people of Crod, nor attend more interesting meetings 
than some that we then enjoyed. Dr. Woods preached 
to us at four in the afternoon, from Rev. 3: 17, 18, and 
had a most solemn audience. God is certainly doing 
much for us ^ whereof we are glad.' It is pleasing to 
observe what a spirit of brotherly love and confid^ice 
appears to be lighted up among us. We fall into con- 
versation on experimental religion, the glories of the 
gospel, and the blessed portions of the saints, almost as 
naturally as we breathe. Humility is promoted. Each 
esteems another better than himself. 

*^ Brother Caldwell still continues pressed with the 
load of his sins, and not able to look to Jesus for com- 
fort. Blessed Savior! this is all his fault. — ^Thou hast 
made abundant provision for sinners. If they reject 
thee and thy gospel, it is but right that they should be 
suffered to reap the bitter fruits of their folly. — ^Srother 
Fisher is more than ordinarily serious. Several pro^ 
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fessois of rel^bn are trembling, and one or two have 

found comfort in a renewed dedication of themselves to 
God, and in the blessed light of his countenance. 

'^ My experience during the week has been checker- 
ed, or rather I should say spotted, with &n and misery. 
I have not felt that enlargement in prayer which some 
of my brethren speak of; and I have moreover been 
left of God to indulge much spiritual pride, and to waste 
a considerable portion of my precious time. I find 
myself necessitated to cry out, ^ God ! be merciful to 
me a sinner.' Here is all my comfort and hope: — 
' Christ Cdjsie into the world to save sinners;' and though 
I be the vilest of all, I find in myself a disposition to 
trust in the riches of free, sovereign grace. God may 
do with me as he pleases ; I have no will of my own. 

^^ God is, at the present time, carrying on a glorious 
work of grace in Princeton-College. About forty 
students are already reported to have found comfi>rt in 
believing; and the work still progresses. May the 
Lord carry it on, and get to himself abundant honor." 

One week later he writes despondingly : — '' The con- 
victions of my room-mate still continue, but I fear with 
some abatement since last week. I exceedingly fear 
that he will be left to neglect this precious opportunity 
of turning to God. His mind is much on trifles, run- 
ning after false comfort, and finding out false ways of 
coming to Christ. The language of his conduct aj^ears 
to be ^ any thing but repentance. Give me any work to 
perform, any hardship to endure, any danger to en- 
counter, and I will never flinch. But repentance. Oh ! 
repentance is the thing I abhor.' Such is, indeed, the 
language of every unrenewed heart, in view of ^ the 
lessons of the Lord.' — Such were mine. Wonderful, 
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trtdy, is the grace that .enables me to rest on Jesus, if 
indeed I do rest there. Should I ever reach heaven, 
the universe will have in me a specimen of what al- 
mighty grace can do/' 

His views respectbg the missionaTy work may be 
gathered from what he says of himself, March 19^ : — 
^ It does seem to me that I love a sovereign God, and 
yet I know not how it would affect me to receive a 
measage from him to devote myself to the most difficult 
and unpleasant calling in his service. A misaonary is 
wanted among a tribe of Indians of the Six Nations. 
Suppose that the application were made to me. The 
first inquiry ought surely io be. Am I a fit person for the 
station proposed ? My fiiends might possibly answer 
the question in the affirmative. Should I be satisfied 
with thor decision % Would it not go against all my 
feelings, all my fondest anticipations? Should I not, 
like Jonah, hasten to flee fi^m the face of the Lord, 
preferring ease and worldly prosperity to such painfiil 
and unpopular exertions for God 1 lliese are questions . 
of serious import, questions which my heart appears 
but too loth to answer at all. O Lord ! prepare me 
for thy whole pleasure. Give me that unreserved sub* 
ffiisdon to thy wiU which characterized the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which dwelt richly in his apostles, and which 
must, in all s^es, distinguish them who love thee in 
deed and in truth, from such as say unto thee * Lord, 
Lord V but do not the things which thou hast com- 
manded. Oh ! suffer me not sinfiiUy to pontract my 
desires after usefulness in the station that thou hast 
allotted me ; but may my whole soul be engaged in 
thy service.'* 

The following letter to his brother, ilated April 5th, 
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was in reply to one announcing the intention of their 
parents shortly to remove to the state of Ohio :— ** I had 
written a letter to father, and sealed it, when yours 
came to hand ; detailing what I did not mtich expect to 
hear. ^ My resolution was instantly formed. God per- 
mitting, you shall see me the next vacation. It com* 
mences in four and a half weeks. There will be no 
need of your sending roe the money requested, as I 
can probably succeed in borrowing what will be neces* 
sary for the journey. My health continues to be good, 
and my eyes are quite well ; I need not repeat what I 
have so often said, that I am pleased with my situation. 

" I have nothing to say about the polu^ of your re- 
moval to Ohio. You have undoubtedly done what you 
thought best. God is everywhere. He can bless ns 
in all situations and circumstances ; without his bless- 
ing, all our efforts will prove abortive, if not destructive. 

" We have much religious intelligence of an interest* 
ing nature : but as I hope to see you soon, I shall not 
• now go into particulars. All however agree that the 
interests of Zion prosper. So many and extensive re- 
vivals of religion were never known, in this country, 
before." 

The work of the ministry evidently gains upon his 
affections. As he advances in his studies he longs more 
to be a holy and useful minister of the gospel. — " Last 
evening,'* he says, March 26^A, " I commenced reading 
the Life of Spencer, and must truly say I am astonished 
at the representations given by his biographer of his 
superior endowments of mind ; particularly do I admire 
the early graces of his soul. A lad of fifteen writes 
better on the interesting subject of experimental re- 
ligion, says wiser things respecting the proper qualiiica- 
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tioiis of a gospeUmiAister and the best way of obtaining 
them, than the oldest and wisest Christians. What 
cannot grace do ? Surely this is the principal tlung. 

blessed Redeemer! give me grace. Shed abroad 
Iby love in my heart, and I will not fear to encounter 
any difficulties in thy service. Give me grace, and I 
will be another Spencer, — ^not indeed in talents, but in 
humility and ^eal for thy service.** 

Again he remarks, Jtpnt l%ih. — ^ N^er belbre have 

1 experienced greater desires to devote my whole self 
to him, or more pleasure, in prospect of hereafter be- 
coming a minister of the gospel. True I am weak, 
ignorant, and unworthy, and the re^nsibility is ap- 
palling. But there is an almighty, merciful, covenant- 
keeping Savior ; and he has promised to be with his 
faithful servants * even unto the end of the world.* Here 
can I Iciest the matter. Blessed Jesus! send me thy 
Spirit, give me grace, and I shall not fear to undertake 
any thing in thy service." 

No intelligence appears toliave pleased him so much 
as the tidings of the spread of the gospel. He rejoiced 
greatly to hear that God was pouring out his Spirit 
anywhere, and greatly longed to share in such bless- 
ings. — *^ Letters from Yale-College,** he says, " bring 
us the most gratifying intelligence. God has com- 
menced a most interesting and powerful work of grace 
in that seminary. It is of recent standing, but already 
general. Convictions succeed each other with great 
rapi£ty. As many as forty precious youth are rejoicing 
in their escape from the thraldom of sin and Satan into 
the glorious liberty of saints. The church is active. 
Ministers are lending their assistance, and the whole 
appearance seems to promise a great ingathering of 



186 imoiE OP 

souls to Jesus. Blessed be the Lord, who thus remem^ 
bers and answers the deores and prayers of his people; 
who thus raises up able and faithful ministers of the 
New Testament, to break unto his chosen people the 
bread of life! May this great work go on and 
prosper.'^ 

He passed a portion of the ensuing summer at Frank* 
lin, Mass.| ^^ where/' he says, ^'God raised up friends 
for me, and thus rendered my situation quite pleasant, 
and I trust not entirely unprofitable to me. I became 
acquainted with Dr. Emmons, from whom I receiTed 
some assistance." The influence of the instructions of 
this venerable man, who preceded him only a few wedcs 
into the world of spirits, may be seen in the record that 
he makes, after his return, of the state of his heart ^' I 
am, if a Christian, a weak and ungrateful one. This I 
will testify against myself; I should be willing to haye 
it known to the universe, would such knowledge pro* 
mote the glory of God. Such, I think, is my state of 
religious feeling at the present moment; therefore I 
have little fear of hell* Sin, not destruction, makes me 
lapnent It appears to me that I should be willing to 
die to be freed from sin. And yet I am continually 
practismg it — How inconsistent ! Blessed God ! grace 
must do all — I rest upon grace, grace alone." 

How much he deprecated a continuance in the ways 
of folly, or even in coldness of the heart towards God, 
may be seen from what he says July \&th : — ^* To think 
of living, after this, as I have done in times past, so far 
from God, so in love with the world, so fearful of its 
frowns, so much elated by its smiles, is indeed painful ; 
it is more than I can endure. It appears to me that the 
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atuiuodation of my speedy departure out of Mfe would 
be infinitely more tolerable.'' 

He evidently derives great profit firom the memoirs 
of God's dear servants, and delights in those most who 
BKKlt resembled their Lord. 

".j9i^. 6th. — ^Have been giving some attmtion to 
the life of Winter* The character of that man of God, 
as drawn by the Rev. William Jay, is equalled by few, 
excelled by almost none. Particularly, I would notice, 
tbe constancy of his Christian love, exertion, and hope. 
To labor for God was his meat and drink. The state 
of mind which would be regarded as religious ecstasy, 
was with him a permanent habit. His deadness to the 
world was most remarkable, as was likewise his dis- 
interestedness and humility* And then hss charity !**- 
Alas! how little my feelings and conduct corr^pond with 
those of Winter ! Yet I have more advantages for 
usefulness. Do thou renovate and influ^ce all my 
affections in such a manner, that like Winter I may 
cheerfully devote all my powers of body and mind to 
thy service. In due time, abundantly qualify me for 
tbe ministry of the gospel ; or, if that be not tby 
pleasure, prepare me to serve thee in some other 
capacity* I would be diligent and faithful in thy ser- 
vice, till thou sfaalt call me to a world where sorrow, 
temptation^ and sin shall have no place ; where instead 
of the imperfect services that I now yield thee, I shall 
pr^nt to thee a pure and acceptable sacrifice. Oh, 
come that joyful day !" 

On completing his first year in the seminary he en- 
deavors, like a prudent man, to cast up and settle his 
accounts. As usual he finds no satisfaction in his 
spiritual attainments. His worldliness be attributes to 
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his ^'neglect pf froqueoit meditation on tbe cbaracltr 
and operations of God.'' ** Regeneration/' he remarks, 
^^ does noty it is true, necessarily diffuse an equable or 
great degree of warmth through the heart, but it does 
kindle an inextinguishable fire* There is ever some- 
thing in tbe Christian congenial to heavenly employ- 
ments. At times he pants for the celestial regions ; his 
soul says to God, ^ Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
and there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee.' 
How happy is that man, whose state of mind is baUt- 
ually thus ! Give me his consolations, his joys, and 
princes may take the honors and pleasures of this work! 
to themselves. They are welcome, thrice welcome to 
all, and to ten thousand times moi^ if they can obtain 
it 

* The Lord my shepherd is, 
I shall be well supplied ; 
Since he is mine and I am his, 
What can I want beside ?' 

Nothing, blessed Jesus ! I want nothing more." 

Of an afternoon-visit which he made, the next day, 
to a Christian family in the vicinity, he says, — ^^ Seldom 
have I been more pleased or profited by an afternoon's 
conversation. Religion was almost the only svhject^ 
and evidently the favorite one.^^ How truly the Chris- 
tian may be known by the objects of his delight! 

The ensuing vacation was passed in pleasant and 
profitable recreation, for the most part at Franklin, 
Mass. It was, as he describes it, " unusually pleasant. 
I went first to Franklin, where I employed myself some 
time in preparing a Tract on " Fashionable Amuse- 
ments." Mr. Fisher and family received me with much 
kindness. I am much indebted to the liberal hospitality 
of that interesting house. 
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*^ Daring my former readence in Fraidflin, I bad 
conversed with several individuals on the importance 
of embracing the gospeL One, who overheard some 
such observations to her husband, was pricked at the 
heart. I found her now in the greatest distress, and so 
left her. May the God of all grace have compassion 
on her immortal soul ! The few exertions, wli^h my 
situation allowed me to make in favor of religion, ap- 
peared to be crowned with some success. But while 
I regard this as encouragement to faithfulness in the 
divine service, it most certainly stands me in hand to 
beware of sdf-idependence, of every thing which looks 
like boasting. 

''The appdntment of brother Fisher (Alexander 
M.)* to a tutorsh^ in Yale College, called him to Con- 
neetici^, and I accompanied him. We started three 
weeks after the commencement of vaeatkui, and reach- 
ed New Haven on Friday ; where I spent a mngle 
night, and then proceeded to Fairfield. I was received 
l^ my fiiends and former pupls there, in the most cor- 
dial m^mner. The work of grace, which began there 
the last spring, has been interesting end extensive. 
About fifty give evidei^e of a gradous change in their 
hearts. Twenty-four were propounded for admission to 
the church, the SaU>ath that I tarried with them. 
Several of these were my former pupils. I conversed 

* Mr« Fisher was a natiye of Franklio, and it was at bis 
father's house that Mr. B. had been so hospitably entertained. 
They were class-mates both at college and the seminary. Mr. 
Fishev was elected Professor of mathematics and natural phi- 
losophy, iB Yale-CoUege, in 1817, was esteemed as a man of 
superior talents, and perished by ^he shipwreck of the Albion 
on the coast of Ireland, April 22d, 1822. His loss was deeply 
deplored. 
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vkh most of tbem on the subject of reltgion, and found 
good reason to praise God in their behalf. After fire 
days most agreeably spent at Fairfield, I set off on my 
return to Franklin. 

'' Durham lay in my way. I spent the succeeding 
Sabbath with my relations, and found them much en- 
gaged in the best of causes. Religion fiourisAies in 
Durham. About twenty-five persons have apparently 
changed thdr character, during the past summer, and 
many more are inquiring, * Men and brethren what shall 
we do?' 

^ From Durham I returned to Frankhn, by the way 
of Hartford. The remainder of my vacation, which 
was less than a wedc, I spent there. Nothing remark- 
able occurred during the rest of my journey, unless I 
except my base foi^etfulness of God, by the way. 
Blessed God ! /how ungrateful am I for all thy mercies. 
Th^y are renewed unto me every moment I cannot 
live without thy support, and yet I forget thee. Thou 
hast sent thy beloved Son to die iat my soul, and yet I 
forget thee. Oh ! suffer it to be so no longer. ^ Let 
my right hand forget her cunning,' rather than that I 
should forget my Redeemer and my God.'' 

The Tract, of which be speaks above, was afterwards 
revised by the Rev. Dr. Woods of Andover, and pub- 
lished by the American Tract Society, at Boston, as No. 
73 of their publications. On the formation of the 
American Tract Society at New- York, it was adopted 
by them, and may be found in the third of their volumes 
of Tracts. It contains twelve pages, and presents a fair 
specimen both of his mode of reasoning, and of his 
sentiments in relation to these fruitful sources of ruin. 
It has had an extenave circulation, and, by the blessing 
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of Ood, has led many to renounce the world and Ha 
yanities. In 1828 a clergyman of Kentucky remarks, 
— *^ 1 handed the Tract, on Fashionable Amusements^ to 
an intelligent and fashionable young lady, and it proved 
tibe means, in the providence of God, of her awakening 
and oonver»on/' 

In one case the reading of this Tract by an indi* 
vjdual resulted in a revival of religion, and the rescue of 
a feeble church from destruction, *^A mis»onary, 
laboring in a town m Vermont where religion had 
greatly declined, gave the Tract on ^^Fashionable 
Amusements** to a young lady, just as she was pre- 
paring for the ball-room. She read it and trembled, 
but persisted in attending. Her gay companions saw, 
in her depressed countenance, that her heart was sad. 
They wondered and reflected. The Spirit of the Lord 
was there. Her conviction of sin increased till she 
found rest in Christ Others became alarmed ; a re« 
vival of religion commenced, and thirty persons were 
hopefully converted. They united with the church, 
which at the time was almost extinct, and the mission- 
ary then among them was settled as their pastor." 

What untold blessings may have followed from the 
reading of that one Tract, not only in these two cases, 
but in many more where its truths have been lodged 
in the heart by the Holy Ghost ! How rich the reward 
to him, who by the grace of God is enabled to prepare 
such a message of mercy, and send it forth in thousands 
and tens of thousands to the world ! How infinitely 
more precious is such an unpretending treatise than all 
the pages of Bulwer, Dickens, or even Walter Scott! 
Of an almost countless multitude it may be said, that 
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A little Tractf a messenger of love, 

A herald of glad tidings, found its way : 

It told of God, the Maker ; and of him ^ 

Who died fbr man's satviatioii. 

They wept and prayed, and mourned a wretched life 

Of constant sin — and gave themselves to God." 

The record of his experience during the second y^ar 
of his residence at Andover is very similar to that o( 
the first. We find the same accusations of himself — 
the same aversion to sin — ^the same panting to be de- 
liver^ from its power, and the same reliance on the 
blood of Jesus. As a specimen of fidelity to himself in 
self-examination let what he writes on the last day of 
1815 be read: 

^ Heard a sermon this morning ft-om Mr. Sftmrt, on 
the subject of self-examination. The principle that he 
assumes is, that genuine religion, or love to €rod, will 
discover itself in the same manner as love to an earthly 
fKetid. 

" 1. We love the company and conversation t)f an 
earthly friend. 

" 2. We esteem his associates and friends. 

** 3. We regret his absence from us. 

" 4. We are pleased with hearing any thing respect- 
ing his welfare, his actions, or his designs. 

*' 5. If we hav6 injured this friend, we are careful to 
make restitution, and to obtain his forgiveness. 

** 6. If this friend be a parent, guardian, ot magis- 
trate, we are careful to obey his precepts. 

" The application of these observations is, indeed, 
extremely obvious ; and, for any thing I see to the con- 
trary, may prove a decisive test of our character. How 
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then is it with thee, my soal ? Do I lore the presence 
and converse of God ? Prayer is^ literally speaking, 
conrersation with God. It does appear to me, that I 
can truly say I have found it occasionally, at least, as 
pleasant as the company of my dearest earthly friend. 
And if I am acquainted with the desires of my own 
heartf I should be unwilling to lire without praying to 
Grod, even tboi^h he had not enjoined it on me as a 
dnty. 

*^ Christians esteem the friends of God. Here, again^ 
it appears to me that I dan find in myself some faint 
evidence of genwne piety. If I am not greatly deceived 
in this pfflrticuktr, I do love the friends of God^*— I do 
esteem their society, and their Gonversation^ in some 
proportion to its conformity to the requisitums of the 
gospel. 

** Christians i^egret the absence of the Divine pre** 
seiice. Here I am greatly deficieiit Yef it sometimes 
s^pears to me as tf I could say, * Wboln have I in hea« 
ven but my God 1 and there is none on earth I desire 
in comparison with him.' It is tfafe want of his visible 
presence which mains my sacred duties a weariness to 
me. And I think lean truly say, that I am never happy 
in a backsliding state. The world has never yet pre- 
sented me with any thing which appeared to be an 
equivalent for the friendship and approbation of God. 

^ Christians are jdeased with the word and pubiic 
worship of God; as being sources from which they 
may learn his character, operations, and de»gns. And 
is not my mind, at times, deeply interested with the 
contents of the sacred volume, aiMl with the ordinances 
oi the gospel 1 But here I must ackofowledge a great 
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and alarming deficiency. Blessed Crod ! I can plead 
only for mercy. * Pardon mine iniquity, for it is great.* 

^ Christians are anxious to obtain forgireness of tlmr 
c^nces against Grod. Restitution they are unable to 
make, — ^the Law condemns every transgressor. But 
they look to Jesus, * the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world.' Nor do they wish merely 
for the pardon of sin ; they would be delivered from its 
power. The language of their heart is, ' Let me not 
sin against my God itnd wound my Savior in the house 
of his friends any more.^ Oh ! let me be hiunble and 
hdy, that I may glorify my Father, who is in heaven. 

^ Finally, Christians will obey God. In these last 
two particulars, I find myself exceedingly deficient Yet 
I cannot say that my experience does not furnish me 
with something favorable even here. Gracious God ! 
if these concluaons are false, I pray thee, discover to 
me their falsehood. I would not deceive my own soul. 
I would love and serve thee in sincerity. I would be 
thine, entirely thine, now and forever." 

On the occasion of the college-fast, in March, 181&, 
he is deeply afiFected with the low state of religion, and 
thus expresses himself: — ** It is indeed painful to con- 
trast the state of things a year ago in this institution, 
with the present. We were, at that time, waiting to 
see the converraon of our inquiring brethren. My room- 
mate was particularly anxious for his soul. But all is 
over. He is now a worldling ; pressing forward for 
tiie acquisition of mere human science, or of cold un- 
practical theology, with scarcely a thought of death, 
judgment, and eternity. thou blessed Savior ! ^all 
he perish 1 Forbid it, dear Redeemer ! I go to thee as 
the last, the only source of hope. Oh ! let not this dear 
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immOTtal p^isfa, for whom so many prayers ha^e been 
ctfered up, of whom so much hope has been exdted in 
the breasts of thy children. Let not Satan and wicked 
men triumph over the disappointment of those who put 
all their confidence in thee." 

In May he again visited his native place, and was 
greatly refire^ed by sharing with Christians of that 
neighborhood in the reviving influences of the Holy 
Spirit After his return, and through the summer of 
1816, he had many precious seasons, of which he 
spiiaksin the following extracts : 

Jime 30th, — ^* Have had, since the last Sabbath, 
several interesting religious conversations with different 
brethren of the institution ; and, I trust, not without 
benefit to my own souL It is delightfiil to anticipate, 
in thought and conversation, the blessed employments 
of the saints in light We thus begin our heaven while 
on the earth. We become animated witii a glimpse oi 
that glory which beams on the celestial inhalHtants, 
and are wanned by a spark of that fire which inflames 
them." 

July 3d. — ^^ Have had some pleasing views of Grod 
and the blessed state of his children, this week, which 
have been attended by an increased desire to live 
accordingly. Oh the blessedness of that man who lives 
habitually above the world ! Still happier is he, who^ 
having finished a life of holy activity, is entering the 
kingdom of his heavenly Father. But release from my 
work I must not expect at present, I must not desire it 
inordinately. God has placed me here to act for him. 
I am his servant What he enjoins I must, and„ by his 
grace assisting me, I will do, constantly and cheerfully^ 
Yes,.lovely Jems! I will labor for thee. But my own 

7 
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(trength is nothtfig. I need thy presenee^ ^oe aassfe^ 
luice, thy blessbg. All must conaefirom thee ; and thus 
iJl the glory will belong to thy grace ; Amen, and 
Amen." 

July 7th. — ^ Began the last week with fastii^ and 
prayer* I enjoyed much satisfactioii in religious dudes» 
and was enabled to keep my heart with some diligenoe^ 
during the first part of it In the mean time, religious 
convenation delighted me. I felt a strong desire la 
live near to God> and to be conformed to bis holy im- 
age. The thought of death became pleeaant to me^ as it 
would remove firom all liability to offend against my 
God* I saw on to be exceedingly hateful, md on this 
8(ooount,more than from the fear of future punishment^ 
prayed to be delivered from it Lore to the brethren 
and compassion for inunortal souls possessed my soul ; 
and I locked forward with satisfaction to the time when 
I s^U probably be more ac^e in the seryice of Christ 
How heavenly, t^onal, and pleasuit were these feet* 

ings V* 

'^ Since I made a public profession of religion, — inn 
deed, mnce I first entertained a belief of my conversion 
to. God, — ^the ways of the world have ceased to give me 
even tolerable satisfaction. I cannot live for any length 
of time very ht from God* I believe that a state of 
SQMuration firom him, and such a sense of my sin 
end wretdiedness as usually attends or immediately 
follows it, would break down my spirits, and render me 
either a maniac or an incurable invalid, perhaps both* 
Lord ! I bless thee for this oonstitit&m of my natuie. 
It keeps me from many sins, and prompts me to many 
duties* 

^^ I have just now a pleasing sense of the wisdom. 
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juflliee^tajibeiiewlaiceofGod. It apjpeais an infiAilely 
desirable thing to leave mysdf and mine in bis hands.* 
There is no reescm why I sbcmld indulge much anxiety 
Kespectii^ my worldly circumstMices, or those of my 
absent in^ads. God will be glorified ; — ^that should 
satisfy. Jesus Christ will be honored by all; — this 
sbouU raise in me the Ughest amotions of joy/' 

A lovely description, and a rational one, of his Cbris^ 
tian assurance is subjoined : 

July 14^. — ** I hi^e seldom been greatly distressed 
wkh a fear of being finally ' a cast-away/ My te^ 
figioos distress most geseraUy arises firom the percsptioa 
of my. vile ingratihide to God lor all Us goodness, or 
firom that of my worthlessness as a creature of God- 
It not unfir^uently appears to me, that I nugbt safely 
excbai^€ my ans wi^ any man in the worH not ex* 
eepting the worst public crtmiiials. Yet my hope of 
heaven remains, becsmse it rests not on what I do, but 
on what Christ hasdane for m& I cannot peridi wk& 
such a Savior. Kb, — heaven, and eaith diall sooner 
pass away. 

<« But m»y I not be dec^ved in supposing that I 
have an interest in Christ 1 It is at least possftle. And 
fte little progress I make i» the divine life, the power 
of particular sins over me, particularly the partial 
manner in winch I execute my resolutions of amende 
ment, would seem to- render it {Mrobable. Bat that». 
again, I seem to be assured on the best grounds tliat I 
love God and his Christ I see in &e character of God 
something so exalted said yet amiable, something m 
his gov«3iment so desirable^ that I willingly adore and 
love, and, as it seems to me, give myself up to him. I 
also love the people of God, and, if I am not greatly^ 
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mistaken, in proportion as they are conformed to hitf 
holy image. I frequently forget my own interests. It 
seems to satisfy me, that I am always with Gck], and 
shall ever be with him. Were Grod to hate me, say I 
to myself, I should still love him. For I see nothing 
in my feelings of heart, or in my actions, which merits 
his love. I am an unprofitable servant, though I serve 
a good Master. My baseness has be«i peculiar, and 
nothing now remains for me to do, but to serve this 
abused Master with all fidelity, without stipulating for 
a compensation. Should be send me to hell, it would 
be just ; should he admit me to heaven, it would be 
wonderful grace. He will not, he cannot, from his na- 
ture, do me any wrong, and this ought to satisfy me. 

<^ But am I not, in all this, placing myself under law 1 
No ; — ^I view God through the medium of the gospel. 
The law gives me no hope, as a means, or rath^ as a 
way of obtaining life; but as a rule of conduct, it does 
give me pleasure. All my hope is in Christ. Still, 
dtere is so much of justice and goodness in God, that I 
cannot but rejoice in all his dispensations, in those 
which affect myself as well as in those which affect 
others. On this ground, I cannot be over-anxious to 
know what God will do with me here or hereafter. 
The Judge of all the earth will do right,— he will do 
what is most glorious for himself and beneficial for his 
kingdom. What more can I ask or wish for ? 

'^ But may not impenitent sinners talk in the same 
strain ? May they not excuse themselves from duty, on 
the ground that every thing they do, and every thing 
that God may do to them or for them, will promote the 
greatest general good ? I think not, with the feelings 
that I experience. When I am most at ease respecting 
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tile manner in which Gk>d will dispose of me and others^ 
I hare the most precious views of bis glory, and the 
most ardent desire to promote it When heaven seems 
nearest and most certain, the world seems least attrac* 
tive. The more Ood does for me, the greater appears 
my obligations to keep his commandments. The good* 
itess of God does not, then, become the certain occasion 
of sin, though I often abuse it, but it frequently draws 
fne nearer to him, and stirs me up to greater diligence 
in his service. 

*' Of what then should I be afraid ? Of ^, because 
it is hateful ^— of losing the presence ofGody because 
through his assistance alone I am able to resist and 
overcome sin ;— of his anger, for who can sustam the 
anger of one he loves supremely % But the particular 
manner of God's disposing of me in this world or the 
world to come, ought to give me no uneaaness. Let 
me serve Grod, not for hire. Whatever is done with 
me, I am persuaded that the love of God will never be 
taken from my soul ; that he who hath begua a good 
work in me will carry it on till it is perfected." 

Having heard that his brother, then residing in Ohio, 
had been bereaved of a beloved child, he expresses his 
sympathy, Avg, XSth, in the following tender language : 
— ^^ The letter containing an account of the death of 
your little son has reached me. This affliction was 
unexpected — it is severe. What diall I say to comfort 
you 1 What shall I do to heal the wound which this 
tearing away of your bone and your flesh has made ? 
Ah ! it is not in me to lift up whom God hath cast 
down ; to heal whom he hath wounded. I cannot 
bring Dorence back from the grave* — Sweet child !— 
He was pleasant, be was dear to me ; how pleasant 
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find how dear must he than bare been to ytu! Yen, 
you pdzed him above ereiy odier earthly good. You 
would have givoi all you possess, peiiups your owa 
lives, to «aye him from an early grave. But no ; his 
hour was oome. Tlie pleasing object, upon whom you 
set your hearts, and whom you, perhaps, in fancy, saw 
rising from childhood to youth, from youth to manhood ; 
^-Ihe solaee of your afflictions, the lAarer of your labor, 
and the staff cHf your old age, is gone. You will see 
him no more, till you pass into the world of spirit 
So pass away all our earthly hopes and pleasures. 
* Naked,' said Job, * came I out of my mothers womb, 
naked shall I return thither/ Oh ! why are we so ^w 
to learn &e vanity of worldly objects 1 Are we wA 
strangers and pilgrims here below 7 Willing or un» 
wflling, we must soon leave this terrestrial scene. God 
win not ask our leave to remove from us our friends and 
relations ; he will not consult us respecting our own 
departure; Are we rich to*day ? we may be poor to* 
morrow. Are we in health ? sickness and death may 
be at hand. Have we acquired much influence and 
worldly honor? of these also Gk)d may deprive us 
suddenly. 

** But I will not dwell on con^derations so obvious. 
There are others which, as a faithful and affectionate 
brother, I wish to suggest The affliction which Grod 
has brought upon you has its cause. That cause map 
be found in yourselves. It has its obfed; and that ob- 
ject must be particularly interesting to you. 

^ I do not suppose that God measures out his chas- 
tisements to his children, exactly according to their 
deserts. This is a world of probation, not of retribu-^ 
tion. Job was not afflicted becatise he had sinned 
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above all tbe good men of bid time. No ; — be was 
singularly lipiigbt. * Hast thou considered my servant 
Job/ said Jebovab, ^ that there is none like him in the 
earthy a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
Qod and escbeweth evil V Yet even Job deserved his 
chastisements. Wben Ood showed bim bis glory, he 
abhorred himself and repented in dust and ashes. 

** There is no doubt but Ood does, many times, afflict 
us for our sms. — ^Especially is this true of bis redeemed 
ones. You remember why Moses and Aaron could not 
ent^ the promised land ; why David was ejq>el]ed 
from Jerusalem, by his wicked son ; why Solomon had 
adversaries raised up to disturb bis old age. «God does 
fiot willingly afflict his ebildren» But it is His design 
to make tbem exbil^t the excellency of his religion, in 
their lives and conversation. Wben earthly objects 
en^ge too much of their affections, or are forfeited by 
ingratitude or abuse oi them, God sometimes takes them 
away. My dear brother and sister! did you not love 
Dorence improperly 1 I speak not of inordinate but of 
improper love. We love things property, when we 
love them as the gifts of our heavenly Father. We 
may also love as parents, brothers and sisters, and 
children, but we must not love inordinaidy. Did Qod 
see that you loved him the more for giving you that 
pleasant child 1 

** Were you prepared, by your acquisitions in piety, 
to enter on the education of an immortal 1 Suppose 
be bad lived, would he have, first of all, learned from 
you, the being iand perfections of Ood ; his own ruined 
state, by nature, and the way of salvation through Jesus 
Christ? Would your example have been likely to 
enforce such instruction 1 Would he have perceived 
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from your daily conyersation and coinkiet, that you 
loved the service of God more than any earthly good 1 

*^ Which had you most in view, m your calculations 
respecting this child— his temporal or his eternal 
good 1 Ask yourselves such questions as these. Re- 
call to mind the tenor of your conduct since you made 
a solemn covenant with God, and promised to walk in 
all his commandments blameless. Do this {Mrayerfullyy 
and God may show you why he has visited you in this 
manner. 

^^ But I observed that God has som^ Object in afflicting 
his children. That object we may sometimes ascertain. 
Good men are sometimes afficted to prepare them for 
more extensive usefulness. Had not David been a man 
of sorrows, we should never have received from him 
those Psalms, which have, for so many ages, delighted 
and comforted the church. God afflicts his children to 
purify themi and thus render their hopes of heaven 
brighter, and heaven itself more joyful to them. Paul 
was persuaded that all his afflictions would work out 
for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. God afflicts, to show Christians what is in their 
hearts. While things go well with us, ,we are apt to 
think that we are doing well for our souls. Afflicti(»is 
may, in such circumstances, be necessary to teach us 
that our hearts are much worse than we suppose — that 
we have less submission to God, less desire to grow in 
grace, less concern for the honor of God and the salva- 
tion of men, than even our conduct appeared to exhibit 

^^ Have I then no consolation to give my dear brother 
and sister ? I have consolation. — It was your heavenly 
Father who took away your little son. He saw the 
affliction to be necessary. Wait a little, said you will 
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perceive that he hath done all things well. Wait, I 
say, on the Lord. Cast your bidden upon hio), and he 
will bear it ; your sorrows into his bosom, and he will 
remember them. Yes, ^weeping may endure for a 
nighty but joy cometh in the morning.' Give yourselves 
away to God, and you will soon be beyond the reach of 
temptations and afflictions ; you will soon shine as stars 
in the kingdom of heaven. Oh ! if I could now be with 
you! But no, — ^it must not be. There is no need of 
it. The same God who keeps me alive; who hath re- 
deemed my soul ; who now sees me^ and guides my pen 
to write these lines, is also with you. To his grace I 
commend you. My prayer shall ascend for your spirit* 
ual prospenty, and your temporal good. In return, do 
you remember what an arduous and responsible calling 
I am about to engage in. Ask of God, that I may 
have an abundance of grace ; that I may be both faith* 
ful and successful." 

A season of comparative dulness ensued, after which 
he again takes up the lyre and tunes it to the work of 
praise : 

SepL 17th. — " I have for several days past enjoyed 
a blessed season of communion with God. Jesus ap* 
pears to me, indeed, ' the chiefest among ten thousand.' 
Oh ! his infinite worthiness, beauty, glory ! I long to be 
with him. I long to find a place in that happy world, 
where sin shall no more have dominion over me ; — 
where I shall know even as I am known, and every 
power be folly employed for God. * Bless the Lord, O 
my soul !' " 

As the time drew near for his being licensed to preach 
the gospel, he more eagerly panted for the divine 
presence : 

7* 
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S^. Id^iL— << My heart paateth after God. I feel 
an almost-constant desire to be free from sin, and to 
enjoy the presence of my Savior. Oh \ there is nothmg 
eke which can satisfy. The wealth of India is ncrthing 
without him. I ask not worldly good, Q my Savior ! 
but plead only for thy gracious smiles. And shall I 
plead in vain % Oh ! tell me how I have offended thee, 
bow I have grieved thy Spirit, and grant me grace to 
pluck every idol from my heart Thou knowest my 
longings after thee. Oh ! do not deny me thy sanctify- 
ing grace. Let me find thee present when I call upon 
thy name. I know that I am unworthy, and that I ask 
for infinite bIesEUigs;-*--but do I not know in whom I 
have trusted ? I cannot distrust thy grace and power, 
OmyGodr 

Having completed his second year of theological 
study, be received a temporary and local license, accord- 
ing to the usage of the seminary, to preach. He did 
not, however, use his license until November 17th, when 
he preached in the academy at Andover, from 1 Peter 
2 : 7, — ^^ Unto you therefore which believe he is pre* 
cious." — ** Had a strange mixture of feelings ;'' he 
says, ^^ it was my first attempt I thought that the Lord 
was with me some part of the time, especially during 
the singing of the second psalm. Fear prevailed to 
some extent, but I succeeded quite as well as I antici- 
pated. Blessed be God ! — I do Ume the vforkJ^ 

For the most part, the ensuing winter was a season 
of far less enjoyment. His mind appears to have been, 
somewhat distracted by anxious thoughts as to hia 
reputation in the work of preaching, or what he calls, 
" ambition to recommend myself," and other tempta- 
tions incident to his novel situation. ^' A worldly am- 
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bitioas spirit," he remarks, Fdi, 24ihy *^ is my constant 
foe. Were I left to myself, there is no sin, istp which 
this i^trit might not lesul me.^' 

Still he lives only for Qodp and derives all his fife 
from above : 

March 3rf. — ^* Feel," be says, ** as if religion only 
eould make me happy, and as if I could love nothing 
half so well. I long to be holy--^to have my affections 
always going towards God. I know of nc4hkig that I 
would not give up for him. <% ! he is indeed the foun- 
tain of all good. Wh^ ^all I see him as he is? 
When shall the vain things of this life pass away ? I 
know that I am utterly unworthy of a seat at Christ's 
right hand, and yet I hope soon to have it. Enable me, 
O my God ! to wait with patience till ' my appointed 
time' come. Kieep me near thyself. Blessed, all« 
glorious Savior! keep me- near tiiy self." 

On the fast-day, March Sih, he expresses himself 
still more decidedly : — *^ Blessed be Qod ! he will never 
let me find satisfaction in any but himself He is jeal- 
ous for his own honor* For this I love him. Yes, I 
see that there is goodness in requiring his creatures to 
be entirely his. His s^rtce is the only one which is 
calculated to make them happy even here $ Oh ! what 
will it then be in another world ? My heart pants 
after the enjoyments of that world. I am sick of ^ the 
pleasures of sin.' If I were to live here always, it should 
be my endeavor to live near to my God. So I now 
think. But, Oh ! my deceitful heart ! Gracious Re- 
deemer ! save me from the ^ects of my own wicked 
proprieties. Wash me thoroughly from all my sin ; 
and give me grace to live near to thyself. I would ever 
keep thy example in sight. I would ever think of thy 
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self-denial, thy humility, thy lore, thy eross. Ob ! the 
sweet glories which beam from the cross of Christ ! 
There is my hiding-place, my hope, my all. How joy- 
fully should I cast my crown at the feet of him who ^ had 
been slain !' How willingly would I forever sing the 
praise of my Redeemer ! But, ah ! language cannot 
express all. I feel his love, and I doubt not but that he 
will hereafter enable me to say how great it is. 

'^ What, at this time, magnifies the love of Christ in 
my view is, the s^otse I have of my sinfulness. There 
is, as it seems to me, scarcely such another wretch in the 
universe ; and yet I cannot doubt but that I love Christ, 
and that he loves me. Oh ! if I shall ever readi the 
paradise of God, I shall wish to have it known how vile 
a sinner Christ hath redeemed in me. I shall wish to 
have all regard me as a wonderful monument of the 
efficacy of Christ's blood, and of the condescension of 
his love/' 

On the 23d he preached again at the academy from 
Luke 17: 25, 26. *^ My mind," he says, ** was sunk. 
I had too much of the fear of man to preach acceptably 
to men. Grod, I fear, saw little in my services, which 
he could approve. In myself, I am ashamed and hum- 
bled before him ; — ^but I do not de^air of yet becoming 
a zealous and profitable preacher. I know what grace 
can do. I place all my depend^ce on grace. I owe 
all to grace* When it shall be no longer eicercised 
towards me as actually defiled with sin, it shall still 
be my theme. I will sing of grace forevei." 

About this time he made an engagement to preach 
at Nottingham, 20 miles to the west of Portsmouth in 
New-Hampshire, during the spring-vacation. In view 
of it he remarks, — " The prospect of then entering on 
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tiie active duties of a mioister is pleasant to me. But 
have I insured the letsistance and blesiang of God 1 It 
is a serious thing to have the care of souls. Heavenly 
Father ! if thy presence go not with me, carry me not 
thither. Let me not become the means of destruction 
to immortal souls." 

On the 2dth, be is again in correspondence with his 
parents : ^^ It is some time since I last wrote to you, and 
a still l<mger time ance I received a letter from you. 
The good providence of Grod still continues to watch 
over me. I am going uninterruptedly forward in my 
preparation for the work of the ministry. Things here 
continue to be favorable to the cause of religion. We 
have mare than sixty students in the seminary. The 
ealls made upon us for ministerial service, when we 
leave, are numerous. Were a hundred to graduate 
the next fall, they might find suffident employment. 

^^ In the mean time, revivals of religion in New-Eng* 
land, New-Jersey, and the state of New-York are un- 
commonly numerous. In the district of Maine, several 
have occurred. In New-Hampshire, religion is said to 
be remarkably flourishing. In Vermont, not less than 
a hundred towns are said to be visited with refresh* 
ings from the Lord. In some places two or tluree hun- 
dred entertain hopes. Waterbury^and New>London in 
Connecticut, are experiencing a divine shower. In the 
state of New-York, as many as sixty congregations are 
visited. In Bloomfield and twelve or fourteen adjoin- 
ing towns, the work has been very great. As many 
as two thousand are the apparent subjects of it. There 
is a powerful revival of religion in Newark, Elizabeth- 
town, and several adjoining places in New-Jersey. 
This state is still favored with divine influence. There 
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is a revival in Worcester, and in some other places near 
it, also in Charlestowo. Indeed, the Lord does great 
things. Nothing like this great work was ev^ wit* 
nessed in this country before. Never was there such a 
spirit of exertion for Christ 

^ I told you that there were many calls upon us fop 
ministerial labors. I had respect to the senior class. 
We begin to feel as if our term of preparation were 
almost expired. I hope to be licensed to preach abroad 
in about five weeks. My intention is to put myself un- 
der the care of a presbyteiy. I have preached once in 
the seminary since I wrote to you, and expect to sup-, 
ply at Nottingham, (90 miles from this,) during the 
spring-vacation. I think I can say, that I love the 
good work. You will not cease to pray that I may be 
faithful and successful. 

f^ I am not yet determined where I ought to go im- 
mediately after quitting here — ^hope that Providence 
will make the way plain. Any information respecting 
the religious state of the country about Atwater would 
be interesting. 

" After all my preparation for what some would think 
an enviable earthly situation, I am sometimes con- 
strained to think, that it is better for me to die than to 
live. Yes, there is rest in heaven. Here, we are far 
from our Father's house. A thousand snares await us, 
a thousand evils fall upon us. But through Jesus we 
shall triumph over all. Oh to be like Christ, to live 
for Christ ! I trust that my dear parents find consola- 
tions in these things ; that they are seeking a better 
coyntry than this world affords ; that they seek a city 
whose bulkier is God. 

" My parents may know that I succeed in preaching 
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as 'well as I expected. It is new bm^ness to me ye^, 
but it is Tery gratefiil to mj feelings. Wby should it 
not be so 1 I have long anticipated it I have gone 
trough a long course of study to be prepared for it 
And you may be assuied that I have never regretted 
having studied so long." 

The anxieties attendant upon {u^paration for tho 
active life of the minister proved unfavoraUe to his re- 
ligious comfort. Of the six weeks previous to the 6th 
of April, he says,*— ^* Never in my life did I so add sin 
to sin. I know that I am deserving of the lowest hell. 
I would get very low before thee. The very dust is 
my place, — is better than I deserve. Put me among 
thy hired servants^ O my Grod ! and I am content. Do 
any thing with me, onfy preserve me from «b.^' 

Before entering upon the fulfflment of his engage- 
ment at Nottingham, he drew up a series of precaution- 
ary rules, that are well worthy the attention of all 
candidates for the gospeUministiy : 

^pril 27. ** It seems to be requisite that I should, 
during the coming vacation, guard peculiarly against 
the following things : 

*' 1. Disjlaymg mysdf. Let me beware of this, 
particularly when I enter the sacred pulpit, attend so- 
cial meetings, or converse with persons of information 
on the doctrines of the gospel. 

^ 2. jBstn^ d&ted with ^ opprAaHon (ffmen. Every 
young minister is liable to be flattered. Good mea of- 
ten mistake in this particular. They bestow extrava- 
gant encomiums, and without much considering thar 
pernicious effect. 

*^ 3. Discouragement arising Jram my oum unwoffhi' 
ne$$. Ood can make his word effectual, thongh it be 
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diqpeDsed by a weak and ^fal man. I do not expect 
to convert men by my own power, wisdom, or good- 



^^ 4. Impatience and a hasiy spirit. I must bear 
equally with the weakness of some and the forward- 
ness of others. The blessed Savior suffered * the ccm- 
tradiction of sinners.' He was never angry, impatient, 
nor peevish. 

'^ 5. Sloth. I find myself disposed to spend my vaca- 
tion unprofitably. I am apt to indulge in sleep, in 
useless conversation, and romantic and idle thoughts. 

^^6. ^U excess in eating. The.pleasures of the table 
are a snare to me. 

'^ By the grace of God assisting me, I hope to live 
nearer to him, and to do more for him, than I ever did 
before in the same time. This is my de»re. Lord 
Jesus ! enable me to compass it." 

After a suitable examination, he was, in due form, 
licensed by the Presbytery of Newburyport, on the 1st 
of May, to preach the goepel. 

The hope, so fervently expressed, of b^ng more than 
ever useful in his Master's cause, proved to be not vis- 
ionary, as the record of bis labors in N. will show : 

May 4. " Preached to<<iay at the South meeting- 
house. The audience was small, on account of a bap- 
tism among the Baptists, in Mr. Merrill's congregation. 
Text in the forenoon, * Unto you, therefore, which be- 
lieve,' &c. In the afternoon, ^ Cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness.' 

" The people in the forenoon were not remarkably 
attentive. They, however, manifested some feeling 
near the close of the discourse. In the afternoon sev- 
eral of them wept. — Precious souls ! Gpd grant that 
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you may not be left to neglect the great salvs^on. The 
sight of more than ordinary feeling added to my ani- 
mation. I trust that God was present Oh ! may he 
be with us in all our meetings. May he assist all my 
feeble endeavors. May his gi ace be sufficient for me ; 
may his glorious power shine forth in this place in bow- 
ing the hearts of sinners into sweet submission to him. 
I long, O my God ! to witness thy salvation among 
this people.'' 

May 11« *^ Preached to-day at the North meeting- 
house, to a large audience. God seemed to give an 
energy to his word. Many were in tears. Oh that he 
would appear to build up Zion in this place ! I see 
that I can do nothing ; and feel, I thiiUe, a disposition 
to give him all the glory. 

^^ I had some enlargement in prayer to-day ; — ^but 
fear that it was more the effect of a high state of ani- 
mal excitement than of divine influence. I am in great 
danger of giving way to merely animal feelings. If 1 
know my heart, I do love the work of the ministry. 
But I have many wrong feelings in regard to it. I am 
too fond of popularity. What a wretch am I, to think 
of exhibitmg myself, when I should hold forth the Sav- 
ior alone! I do indeed stand in perishing need of 
gprace. Oh! give me grace — grace. Nothing else 
will satisfy. 1 would be like thee, my Redeemer !" 

Appear to myself to find great delist in the wor- 
ship of God. My heart goes out after my Savior. I 
do love him and his cause. His character is precious, 
and precious is his salvation. Blessed Jesus! I cannot 
tell thee how much I love thee, but thou knowest. It 
18 fit that I should love thee much ; thou hast forgiven 
me much ; grant that I may do much for thy glory." 
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To Vm brother ke t^rites on the SMtfa, as follows :-^ 
^* Father's letter, dated April 28tfa9 has come to hand. 
It was forwarded by mail from Deerfield. No commu*" 
nieation from my friends erer gave me more pleasure. 
I feel that we ought to recognize the hand of God, in 
80 remarkably preserving the lives and health of oni* 
fiimily in a new country. It gives me, however, some 
unpleasant feelings to reflect on your being so entirely 
destitute of the preaching of the gospel. Religion 
must, in such circumstances, soon come to be es* 
teemed a secondary thing. Such indeed the world 
esteem it. But saith our Savior, ' What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul, or what shall a man ^ve in exchange for his 
soul V What, my brother ! would it profit you and 
your family, if you should become rich in the things of 
this world, but lose the everlasting felicity of the next ? 
Let me have (Sod and heaven for my portion, and I 
ask no more. 

** It is vacation in the seminary, t was licensed to 
preach the gospel the first day of this month, and am 
performing the duties of a minister in this place. Itii^ 
a destitute place, but the people seem to have some 
sense of the importance of religion. Several are under 
religious impressions. The church alone seem to hang 
back, and that discourage me. I have visited some 
mck^'beds, and endeavored to preach from house to 
house. 

*« Vacation closes in about three weeks, when I hope 
to return once more to Andover, and complete my 
course of study. But where I shall go then cannot yet 
be determined. There is a probability that I shall visit 
Ohio, hv^ I hardly dare to speak it aloud. You are 



todotibtedly desirous ei seea^ me tb^e, es^ially oer 
dear parents, but you must give me up to ProTidence. 
I might stay in New England if I widied Tbe peo{^)e 
here say, tfaqr would keep me» but I bare told them, 
No« I hare abo rec^Ted a fermal ap|dicittion to 
pres^, as a caucBdate, in a laa^ to\v» neat this, but I 
have saki. No. 

^ It would not be well tot you to mentioii tbese faets | 
but they may teach yoU) that my seeing the western 
part of our eountry, does not dep^d on my no^ finding 
employment here. The calls for ministers are many and 
urgent. Our class of 30, whidi graduates the next au<* 
tumn, are nothing to the demand. A hmidred are 
wanted in these parts, and five hundred lor the rest of 
omr country. 

^ I am la much pleased with preaching as I had ever 
an^pated. It is a noble etnploymait i — But, alas ! 

* who is sufficimt for these tlungs V I surely am not* 
The experiment proves that / can regenerate no one. 
But this is my consolation, God hath committed the 

* treasure^ of the gospel to * earthen vessels,' that the 
glory may be his. Most willingly, then, would I be 
nothing, that he may be all in all. 

** My health is tolerably good. Nothing indeed pre- 
vents my calling it the best^ but a ooM which I took 
last week at Andover. My lungs are strong. And, I 
think, my voice will prove sufficicaitly loud and distinct. 
I preach without much labor. I hold two lectures On 
week-days, besides the ex^cises of the Sabbath." 

At the close of the month he writes,—** Have been 
to Andover and to Windham to preach. Mr. Harris, of 
Windham, administered the Sacrament of the Supper 
tere the last Lord's day. A large number of people 
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were present at the eefobn^on, and behaved with great 
seriousness. I returned from Windham on Monday* 
Arrived at twelve, and found that the funeral of Mr; R 
was to be attended at one. Went and preached. Num* 
her of people very great B. H— — died Thursday 
mwningy and her funeral was attended on Friday, at 
one P. M. I preached from John 13: 7. There was^ 
a large collection of people, who were very solemn^ 
I then rode five miles, and preached in the school'house 
on Bush-Hill. Many attended. Text Matth. 11: 23- 
The house was crowded with people, and many w^re 
in tears. One notorious sinner followed me from Hill's 
Ferry to Bush-Hill. He appeared to be in ^eat dis'* 
tress of mind. 

*^ There are hopeful prospects of a revival here. 
Many have evidently a hearing ear, and some are un- 
der conviction of sin. But the church are still too 
much asleep, and the Baptists are swarming in beyond 
all measure. Should a work of grace commence, the 
visible contest would probably be great ; but the same 
Lord who begins it will be aUe to carry it on to his 
own glory. 

^^ Amidst the labors whidi devolve upon me, I feel 
myself too much disposed to neglect my own heart. 
The work is pleasant to me. I cannot, I do not, desire 
any better employment, than preaching the gospeU 
My feelings on this subject are such, that I am much 
delivered from doubts respecting my own spiritual 
state. I am indeed a miserable sinner, but I put my 
confidence in the Savior of sinner& 

*^ I seem to inyself to have been much assisted ia 
somex)f my extemporaneous efforts, during the week; 
and yet my heart, during some part of the time, has 
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l)een in a bad state. To-night my feelings are com- 
posed, and I feel in some measure prepared for the 
coming Sabbath. Oh that the Lord would be with 
me! Blessed Jesus! be with me, and I want no 
more." 

June 1. " Preached to-day at the North meeting- 
house, to a considerable assembly ; many of whom 
were in tears. God is doing something for this people, 
and I hope will <k> still more. I find myself a weak, as 
well as an unworthy instrument. Should God conde- 
scend to make use of me in promoting a revival here, 
it will be most evident, that all the power is from him. 
My de^e is, to be able to give him all the glory. Yes, 
blessed Father! the glory is thy due, all the glory.. 
But, Oh ! my ambitious heart ! Keep me humble, blessed 
Redeemer ! keep me hutnble. I need thy grace. Let 
it be sufficient for me." 

The same jealousy, which he had manifested in other 
scenes for the honor of his Lord and the success of his 
cause, he now still more deeply feels in relation to the 
work of grace with which God was evidently crowning 
his labors. ^ I am constantly afraid," he remarks, 
** that my pride and ambition will prevent a revival of 
religion here. It seems to me, that such an unworthy 
servant of Christ, as I am, never had his labors blessed 
to the salvation of precious souls. I see tiiat nothing 
but almighty grace can keep me from being exalted 
above measure. ' Oh ! vrretched man that I am ! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death V Gra- 
cious Redeemer ! thou, and thou only, canst do it. To 
tiiee I fly. 

^I have much need of divine assistance, to go 
through with the labors of this week. Four meetings 
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are appciated ; thiee of dies to be kdnrea^— Bat I 
desire to leave all with Crod. He £•» safpott, and I 
tnist, lie wiU support.'' 

llie record of his labon in tke vaeation he oooDptetfli 
after his letiun to AodoTer : — July 6. ** Ck>iiti]raed at 
Nottfaigham until Jane 140k, aad tbeo retamed to this 
place, sapplyiog Dracirt/' (adjcNmog Lowdl,) *^ on mj 
way. Tlie attentiaii to reUgicn, which bad bogua to 
siaKfest itself at NottiiighMii, oeothMed to increase. I 
preached several kctores die soeeeeding week-day^ 
and always to large aadiences. The fellowing Sabbatfi 
I spent at PelhaflA» where I fomd a sober ooDgrega-* 
tioa. On my rctom to Nottinghaniy I attmded the 
Itmeral of a young child, and preadied. On Toesday 
I preached again, at the boose ^ £. M. ; and on 
Wednesday at the South meeting^ase,. to the yoatfk 
Friday, 5 P. M., I preached my last discewae to them, 
at the Red School-house, in the aouAeni pact of the 
town. 

^ The rerivid had, in the mean tim^ heoooae daibf 
more interesting. Eight persons gave 8atiBfiBi€tDryevi«> 
dence of their having experteaeed the new birth, and a 
great number were brought under conviction* There 
seemed to be a general inquiry excked on the subject 
of religion. Afany of &e Baptist deaominatiatt took 
great interest in the work ; and several of them were^ 
as I bad reason to think, persuaded to seek thw own 
salvation. In general, they treated- me with gpreat re* 
spect and kindness. I had frequent and earnest invita- 
tions to visit them ; which I did not hesitate, when 
convenient, to comply with. Some of my conv^^a* 
tions with them were refreshing to ny soul. 

** I left Nottingham wkb reg^t The pecqple were 



vgent fyc my stay^ thoogh tt^ sttfamUt^d, like Cbfis* 
tianS) to what they perceived to be my duty. My 
labors among them were too great for my streogtl^; 
ifot I have sdnce in a great measure regained it The 
last accounts from them daow that the good work i$ 
gomg on* May the fiord extend it^ and reader it 
^eotual to the salvatioo of mao^ soub there^ aad in 
the adjoining towns. 

^ The Sabbaith after my return I preached i^ Boet09> 
—Park-fitreet, A. M., a^ Old Souths P. M. La»t Sab- 
bath I went to Danveis, and supplied Mr. Walker's 
pulpit In the eTenii^ I preaqh^* a lecture f<nr X)r. 
Worceitfer ;*-and speat the night at his house. 

^ My laboss during the past vacation, have served to 
strengthen my desires after the sacred ministry. They 
have also raised my hopes of success. I perceive that 
God is ready to bless his word ; and that the feeblest 
means may, through hb blessing, prove effectual. ^God 
can work, and who shall hinder V '' 

On the following S^bath he its again preaching at 
Dracut to the congregation of Mr. Gould. *^ God has 
begun," he says, ^ a work of graee among this people. 
About 30 of them already appear to have experienced 
a change of heart, and numbers are under religious 
impressioos.^ He is further cheered in his ministerial 
labors by the intdligeace tht^t ^^ the work at Notting* 
ham still continues^" 

Ia the course oi the next month he preaehed al 
HaverhiU and at Plaistow. Nearly fourteeo years af* 
leewards, when performing a amilar service at tbe lat* 
ler place, the compiler of these memoirs enjoyed the bos*- 
pitality of a deacon in that church, and one of its firmest 
pcops^ who attributed hm eonversioxi to Mr% B.'s preach* 
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ing on that occaaon, and spoke of him with the ut- 
most respect and affection. The knowledge of this 
result of his labors did not reach Mr. B. until more 
than 20 years after its occurrence. ** Cast thy bread 
upon the waters, for thou shalt find it after many days." 
How many such disclosures will be made to the faith* 
fid preacher, after Us arrival in a brighter world ! 

On Wednesday^the lOth of September ^ 1817, he was 
solemnly ordained at Londonderry, (N. H.,) to the 
work of the gospel-ministry as an Evangelist, by the 
Presbytery of Londonderry. On the 24th of the same 
month he completed his course of theological study at 
Andover, on which occasion his theme at the anniver- 
sary exercises was — *^ The Preaching of Preadent Ed- 
wards." 



CHAPTER VII. 

New- York city in 1817. — ^Efforts to extend the Gospel there. — 
Mr. B. eogages to labor aa a City-Missionary. — Journey to 
New- York. 

Wb have now traced the course of Mr. Baldwin 
to the time of his entering upon public life, and have 
seen in what way the Lord trained him for the work of 
self-<ienial in which he spent the remainder of his days. 
" It is of the very first necessity,'* said Luther in his 
appeal to the emperor and noUlity of the German 
nation, ^^that we do not at all rely upon our own 
strength, or our own wisdom. If we begin even a good 
work with confidence in ourselves^ Grod overturns and 
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dMtoys if The Lord had both a good and a great 
work for tke subject of this narrative to perform, and 
by a long course of diaciplbe taught him to say. 



It 



I glory ia infirmity, 

That Christ*8 own pow*r may rest on me ; 
When i am weak then am I strong, 
Grace is my shield, and Christ my song." 



Before we folbw him to the scene of bvA subsequent 
labors, let us look somewhat into the reli^ous history 
of the city of New-York, in which he was to be, for 
so many years, ^ a burning and a s&ining light" 

The dty of New-York contained, in the year 1817, a 
population of about 120,000 souls. The first PreAyte- 
rian church in diis city was organized in the year 1716, 
and their first house of worship built on the site of the 
WallHstreet church, in 1719. Their first pastor was 
the Rev. James Anderson of Scotland. This continued 
to be the only diurch of the name fi>r forty years. In 
1756, owing to a controversy which grew in part out of 
the substitution of Dr. Watte' ven^on of the Psalms for 
Rouse's, or the ^' Old Scotch Version,** a part of the 
dburcfa withdrew, and formed the ^ Scotch Presbyterian 
i^urcfa.** This congregation erected a house of wor- 
ship in Cedar^street, of which the Rev* John Mason^ 
D. D. of Scotland, was the first pastor. 

Shortly after the settlement of the Rev. John Rogers, 
D. D. over the WaB^street church in 1765, the congre- 
gation were blessed with a considerable revival of 
rdigion, and greatly enlarged. Measures were shortly 
after taken to erect an adcfitional house of worship at 
die comer of Beelonan and Nassau-streets, in ''the 

8 
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fields" where Whitefield freqaently preached to thou* 
sands. The " Brick meeting" house was opened Jan- 
uary 1, 1768, where the two ministers, Dr. Rogers and 
Mr. Joseph Teal preached alternately. 

No further additions were made to the number of 
Presbyterian churches in this city until 1798, when the 
two collegiate churches united and built a third at the 
corner of Henry and Rutgers-streets, m the eastern 
section of the city. It was opened for public worship 
May 13, 1798, and the congregation placed, with the 
other two, under the collegiate pastoral care of the 
Rey. Drs. Rogers, M'Knight and Miller. In 1809 
they were organized into three distinct churches. 

About the year 1800, a branch of the Scotch church 
which had become connected with the Associate Re- 
formed Presbytery, Was organized into a distinct church, 
and over them both the two Drs. Mason, father and 
son, were settled as collegiate pastors. The new con- 
gregation erected a house of worship in Pearl-street, 
near the "Fresh water pond," or " Collect." 

In 1807^ owing to the crowded state of the Wall- 
street and Brick churches, an association was formed, 
who erected a house of worship in Cedar-street, be- 
tween Nassau and William-streets, which was opened 
Nov. 6, 1808. The Rev. John B. Romeyn, D. D. was 
their first pastor. They are now known as the Duane- 
street church. In 1809 a society was organized, prin- 
cipally of Irish Presbyterians, who erected a house of 
worship in Orange-street, and were at first under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. John M'Neice. They are 
now known as the Canal-street church. 

The Scotch Presbyterians erected a third church in 
Murray-street, near Columbia College, in 1810, and 
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Dr. J. M. Maaon was the first pastor of the congrega- 
tioD. This is now the church in Astor-place. 

A little band of Presbyterians, who resided in that 
part of the city which bordered on Greenwich Tillage, 
were in 1811 organized into a church, and so<hi after 
erected a house of worship in Spring-street, near Var- 
ick. Their first pastor was the Rev. Matthew L. R. 
Perrine, D. D. They have since been known as the 
Laight-street church. 

All these jehurches, with the exception of the three 
Scotch churches, were united together under the care 
of the Presbytery of New-York ; and, together with 
the Reformed Presbyterian church, founded in the year 
1797, and worshipping in Chambers-^reet, opposite the 
Alms House, under the pastoral care of the Rer. Dr. 
M'Leod, constituted in 1817 the whole of the Presby- 
terian interest in the city. 

At thb period, there were not more than 52 congre- 
gations of Christians, in the dty, of all denominations. 
The average attendance on the seva^al churches was 
not more than about 600. Making all allowance for 
children, invalids, and ^those otherwise necessarily de- 
tained, nearly one half of the whole population must 
have been living in an almost total neglect of public 
worship. The greater part of the churches were 
crowded into the lower and smaller section of the city. 
In the fourth and seventh wards, stretching along the 
East River, and embracing a population of 25,000 
souls, there were not more than 4 churches. Destitute 
not only of a stated ministry, but to a great extent of 
the Bible, a large portion of this unevangelized portion 
of the city indulged in the most debasing immorality. 
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Intemperance, profiinityi SEabbath-brealdog and lieen- 
tiousness prevailed to an alarming extent 

Such a s^ate of things called for an efficient remedy. 
" The New-York Simday School Union Society'* was 
oi^anized in February, 1816, whose ^ sole object was 
to arrest the progress of vice, and to promote the moral 
and religious instruction of the depraved and aneda* 
cated part of the comoMHiity on the Lord's day." An 
intelligent observer remarks that when they ** first en- 
gaged in their labors of love, they found the streets of 
the city and the habitations of the poor one living spec- 
tacle of intoxication. They were shocked to see the 
squalid misery, the loathsome disease, and still more 
loathsome moral d^ormity of infancy, youth, manhood 
and age ; all occasioned by the habitual use of ardent 
spirits among the poor, without distinction of sex or 
years." 

At the first quarterly meeting of the society in May, 
it was said in one of the reports — ** By a systematic 
division of all that part of the city included by Catha- 
rine-street, the Bowery road, and Rivington-stfeet, we 
were enabled to visit every house, and to ascertain 
most of the objects of the institution. This brought 
together at our first meeting about 300 children, mostly 
boys, from 10 to 15 years of age, whose mental stu- 
,pidity was only equalled by their depravity and disre- 
spect for good behavior." 

A large proportion of this surplus population w^e 
miserably poor. In January, 18 17, so extreme were their 
sufferings, that a large public meeting of citizens was 
called to devise some means of immediate relief. Six 
thousand dollars were contributed in a few days, and ^' so 
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prodigkms was the nmnber of distrened apfSicaiits lor 
food, fuel and clotbbg/' that the moDey was immedi- 
ately expended. *^ Full 15,000 men, women and chil- 
dren recttved aid durii^ the season firom the hand of 
fmUie and prirale charity.'' 

In Mardh, 1817, the Rer. Ward Stafford, then la* 
boring in the employment of the ^ Female MiasioDary 
Society for the Poor ot the city of New-York and its 
Tidoity," published a pamphlet entitled ^ New AGs* 
sionary Held/' Hanng eidubited the desdtotion and 
lamentaUe corrupticms that dhasaoteiized large por- 
tions of the city, he remarked, ^* Let suitable men. be 
employed to hJbon as eTMigdists; let them be aided 
by private Christians ; let housea of worship be erect* 
ed» Glorious conquests would then, with the blessing 
of God, soon be made ; lai^ chuidies and oongrega* 
tk>BS woidd soon be formed." 

These representations, ioge&er with Ae interest 
awakened in connectioti with the Sunday School ef- 
fort, soon drew the attentkm of the Christian comma* 
nity in the dt^ to their own pagun population. ^ The 
Young Men's New-York Misnooary Sodiety," which 
had been formed in 1809, as an auxiliary of the New- 
York Missionary Sodety, became m February, 1816, 
an independent body, and entered immecEately upcm 
the wmk of Home Missions. In December of the 
same year, an unfortunate controversy arose in the so* 
dety in relation to doctrine, which resulted in the 
orgwization, Dec; 27, 1816, of '' The New* York 
Erai^Iical Missionary Society of Young Men." On 
tile 10th of the nest month, the Rev. Sanwel H. Cox 
was appointed to labor as their missionary in the desti- 
tote puts of the city. This was the b^inniBg of 
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Home - Misnonary operations in the city of New- 
York. 

Mr. Cox had scarcely received his appointment be- 
fore he was called to another and more inviting field. 
In the following March, the society made application 
to the Theological Seminary at Andover, for the ser- 
vices of one of the young men about to leave the insti- 
tution. Mr. Samuel C. Aikin was, in consequence, 
received April 18th, as a missionary, into the service of 
the society, to labor among the destitute of the city. 

The Rev. Dr. Humphrey says*-'' I had the pleasure 
of meeting the Young Men's Committee of Missions in 
the city of New-York, and warmly lecommending Mr. 
Baldwin to their notice." In consequence of this re- 
commendation he was received May 7th, 1817, as one 
of their missicmaries. The rival society also took up 
the subject in May, and sought out a missionary to 
I^each to the poor in the city. They engaged the 
Rev. W. W. Philips, of the Reformed Dutch church, 
who commenced his labors in the following October. 
After four weeks he was succeeded by the Rev. John 
£• Miller of the Presbyterian church. 

This brief sketch may suffice to introduce us to the 
field into which Mr. Baldwin was about to enter. 

Immediately after the anniversary he left Andover 
on his way to New-York. He passed the following 
Sabbath with Dr. Strong at Norwich. After spending 
several days very pleasantly in N., and rec«ving from 
Dr. Strong, Mr. Lathrop, and their families^ many kind 
attentions, he left for Fairfield, where he designed to 
spend the following Sabbath. He arrived at New- 
Haven on Friday evening, where, by an unforeseen 
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providence he was detained for several days. Having 
passed the night at Mr. Foster's, he repaired next 
morning to the stage house, in time to start for Fair- 
field, but was unable to find his baggage, which the 
night before he had committed to the care of the land- 
lord. No one could give any account of it. It con- 
tained all his apparel and valuable manuscripts, inclu- 
ding the few sermons that he had written — ^his whole 
stock in trade, — save one that he had unwittingly com- 
mitted to his pocket. 

This serious loss arrested his steps, and he was 
obliged to remain. Mr. Merwin, the pastor of the 1st 
church urged him to preach the next morning, and he 
consented. The Lord's Supper was to be adminis- 
tered, and his only sermon was not adapted to the 
occasion. He commenced in the evening to write an- 
other, fimshed it the next morning, and preached it 
before the communion. The oldest son of the pastor 
was th^^by brought under conviction, and Mr. B. 
heard the next evening that he had apparently experi'^' 
enced a change of heart 

On Monday, after attending a prayer-meetmg in the 
yestry of the church, and addresnng the people with 
much apparent effect, bis trunk was safely returned to 
him, having been picked up on the steamboat wharf, 
whither it had been carried by mistake, and left unpro- 
tected during the night; The whole circumstance he 
regarded as most providential, and thought that it 
should ** banish firom his mind, in time to come, all dis- 
trust of God." 

He reached Fairfield on Tuesday evening, and re- 
mmned there a week. His preaching on the Sabbath 
was 80 favorably received, that he was urged to supply 
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ibe pidpit as a can^ate for settlement However 
flattering the prospect, and desirable as he regarded a 
location among a people to whom he was already so 
ardently attached, he was constramed to decUnc their 
request. On Tuesday he left lor New-York^ where he 
arrived the next morning, October l&b* 

On the same evening the managers of the Society 
met, and an application was presented to them from 
the Fairfield people for his release from Hmr service 
Thqr deemed the reasons insufficient, and ^ resolved 
that the corresponding secretary," the Rev. Dr. Spring, 
" be a committee to wait on the Rev. Mr. BaMwin, 
and that, should it meet his views, he be Erected to 
labor in the city fo^ the term of six months.^' It was 
by the representations of Dr. Sjuring, that he was in- 
duced to take up his abode in New^-York, and ttnder«!> 
take the wdMeayiag kbor of a miarionuy anoDg tk« 
poor and destitute 

This result he announces to Us par^ts m a letter^ 
dated Oct. 26 : 

^'Providence seems, at length, to have fixed my 
station in this city, at least for a few sKxnths. It is 
some time sinoe I engaged to serve a Mi^ioaary So- 
dety formed in this pl^ce, with the expectation that 
they would send me into the western part of the state* 
Buffalo was marked o^i as having a destitute region 
about it. 

** I accordingly c^me hither, prepared to make my 
way to Buffalo, and to commence my labors in its vi^ 
cinity. From that place I hoped to extend my tours, 
even as far as New-^Anectictit But a * new mis- 
sionary field' has recently come into notice* This citjr 
contains about 120/X)0 inhabitants^ Of these moti^ 
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fhan 60,000 are destitnte of religious instruction. They 
belong to no religious society, and attend no religious 
meeting. Half of them, perhaps more, are unable to 
read ; and of those who can reaul, not a few have never 
seen^ and some have never heard of a Bible. You will, 
of course, conclude that they are very ignorant They 
wte so ; and they are, for the most part, as vicious as 
they are ignorant. In short, they are heathen, except 
that they bear the name of Christians. 

^' Perhaps you will wonder bow these people could 
have lived for years within the sight of churches and 
the hearing of bells, without improving their opportu- 
nities* The fact is, these poor people have no seats in 
those churches, or but very few of them at the most. 
There are but 50 churches in the whole city. These 
churches would not hold more than 60,000 people, if 
every seat and aisle were occupied. It is quite impos* 
able for the poor in this city to find seats, or even 
places where they may stand, in the houses of worship. 
They are, besides, too ignorant and vicious, and unac- 
customed to attend religious meetings, to desire to 
worship God in his house. Somebody must visit them 
at thmr homes, and preach the gospel to them from 
house to house. A number of missionaries are actually 
engaged in this good work. The Society have voted 
that I be requested to stay and engage in it. As the 
vote is unanimous, and the necessity of a pressdng na-* 
tare, I think it is clearly my duty to stay. 

** I conclude that you will be disappointed at not 
seeing me in Ohio the coming winter. But I trust 
that you have given me up for the service of the Ldrd. 
I might have done better for myself, than I probably 
shall do, by coming to this city. Several opportunities 

8* 
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were afibrded me of preactbg as a canfdate for im- 
mediate settlement But I hope that I baye beea eaa- 
Ued to reliise them, from a derare to be more exteos^vefy 
usduL I am indeed a soldier, eidisted for CShiiat Okl 
do not cease to pray that I may be faithful and sncoeas^ 
ful ia the station which -God hasiiere aasigiied me. 

'^ You will be jdeased to hear, that my labors have 
beeo« in some measure, owned of Grod, thoa^ / am 
nothing. I still tlmdc the work of the ministry the 
most •noble of all works. My largest desires are satis- 
fied with the prospect of preaching Christ" 

It was no ambition to be known as a cityHniaister 
that induced him to take up his residence in New-York. 
His inclinidions were strongly in faT<Nr of his beloved 
NeW"fEngland, and especially of Fairfield, where the 
hearts of the people were already his, and where be 
might have ^spected a very comfortable situation. But 
his heart was on the missionary work. He novii have 
gone into the region of Buffido, then ahnost a wilder- 
Bess, and labored cheerfully among the backwoodsmen 
to win souls to Christ A wider field and more press^ 
ing need opened befi»e him in New-York, and con«- 
strained iiim to forego ]ong*oherished indin^ons and 
to engage in a work of peculiar self-denial ; — >a work, 
as the Missionary Society then described it, *' accom«* 
panied by more deprivations, and greater self-denial, 
than the ustial routine of duty on our fircHXtier settle** 
ments." 

This change of destination was, in a great measure, 
owing also to the representations of the Rev. Mr. Staf- 
ford, his former associate in college, who had for 
nearly two years been laboring in this most forbidding 
field, and :to whose exertions the Female 
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Socieljr, already mentioned, o:wed ito origin. Thej 
were members of the cnobe bousebokiy and daily con- 
fierred and prayed together in relation to Mr. B.^6 duty. 
Mr. Stafford was ezeeedin^y anxious io procure a 
helper, and apaxed no pains to reprei&ii to him thede* 
ploraUe condition of the people for whose .welfare he 
waslaboriag. He took liim upon jdieiground^^oitned 
with him into the abodes of poyeEty .and iaSajpi^jf 
showed him dieir ignorance otQodj and disPBgard for 
man. And it was enough. JE(e xesolv^ upon the 
work, and gave lunisdf toit withoist delay. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The scene of his labors. — Changes his location. — Description of 
his. new field of labor.-^-iSarty Mis^i>A<7 efforts tbeie.^-Ron-' 
tine of weekly iabofs. — Cheering results of bis preaching. — 

Unexpected trials. — Organization ofthe Seventh ,Presb)rte;rian 
Church. 

Thb Ifibois of Mr. Baldwin vrere at first direeted to 
that portion of the oity lying to the east of Peail-street, 
and the Bowery, extending along the East <River,4Jbove 
Peck-slip. A dense population inhabited the lower 
part of tiiis distiict In an area of less than 90 rods 
sqnare, it was compiled that there were then not less 
than 8)000 or S^OOO soids. <' A great proportion d 
tiie people were erowded together from 4 to 12ij3mii* 
lies .in a bouse, often two or three in a room, and those 
ef all colors. -With these houses the ground was almost 
completely coYered/' Houses of in^my were thieldy 
elustened tx^^her wkhin this49ace, and hi&er resoittf 
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the dissolute, flie abandoned, and the vietiins of prosti- 
tution. Scattered among these habitations here and 
there might be found a worthy family, who dwelt in 
such a region rather from necesnty than from choice^ 
But like Lot of old, they had their abode in Sodom. 

It was in the summer of 1816, that the Rev. Ward 
Stafford, and the Rev. Samuel J. Mills of sainted mem- 
ory, explored this field, and disclosed to their fellow- 
Chri^ans its abommations and desolations. Here the 
former succeeded in procuring the erection of a house 
of worship, in Bancker (now Madison) street, near 
Catharine-street, in the very midst of these abodes of 
vice. The house was called the Uxpon Mission church, 
and was afterwards removed to Allennstreet, near 
Grand, and known as the Allen-street Pred^yterian 
church. 

Mr. Baldwin having been introduced to this fidd in 
the manner already stated, without further delay, «i- 
giaged in the work of preaching the gospel from house 
to house, in the neighborhood of the Mission chur ch* 
In a communication to the corresponding secretary <^ 
the Missionary Society, dated Nov. 15, he gives the 
following account of his ^certions : 

^^ My active labors, in the service of yonr Sodety, 
commenced about the middle of October. They have 
been expended mostly on the people in the vicinity of 
the Union Free Church, but not confined to them. I 
have held several religious meetingsln Mott and Mul- 
berry-streets, and some in places more di^nt My 
visits to the sick have been equally extended, though I 
have consudered it my duty to pass by such as are con- 
nected with any particular religious denomination* I 
cannot say how many religious visits I have made, as 
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my time is too mncfa deroted to thb species of labor ta 
keep the account I baTe conducted from twenty to 
thirty religious s^rices, in most of which I have dither 
preached or lectured. 

** In the course of my labors, many affecting instances 
of ignorance and depravity have been observed, a de- 
scription of which would be little more than a repetition 
<tf what is already known to you. The following ex- 
tract from my journal will exhibit a specimen of the 
iterance with which I £requ«itly meet : . 

^ Jfov* 4. Have conversed to-day with several per* 
sons of an interesting description. One of them, a 
qurightly colored man, discovered much interest in the 
SHb)ect of reUgion, at the same time that he /betrayed 
great ignorance of it He had acknowledged that he 
fdt himself to be a sinner in the sight of God. — ^On 
bemg adced, — *• How do you expect to escape the pun- 
ishment due to your sins 1' he replied, ^ I hope to do 
better in time to come.' He was told that future obe- 
dience would not compensate for past transgression* 
He perceived at once the force of the reasoning, and 
the straits to which it reduced him; but no way of 
escaping the difficulty presented iteelf to his mind. He 
eould only say, ' I never b^ore heard such things ; — if 
they are true, I do not see what will become of the 
generality of people. For I suppose that most persons 
at least, have, at some period of their life, been guilty 
of many sins.' He was directed to ' the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world.' On my leav- 
ing his house, he followed me to the street, with many 
thanks bx the ' information' I had given him, and a 
request that I would repeat the viat 

*' The case of this person is, perhaps, a little pecu- 
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Ikr, so far as it respects Ids ignorance of Ate fact, that 
a Savior has been provided for lost men, ;dioi]^h not 
entirely so. As it respects the iMy of salvation by 
Jesus Christy he knew as much about it as many c^ die 
poor in Us viciaity. While most of them epeak of 
Christ as a -Savior, the majority expect salvation by 
their gpod woiks, (which, by the way, are not super* 
ktiveiy good,) as reaHy i^ni entirely^ as the pagans of 
India.^' 

But there was much to embarrass him. Wis friends 
at Fairfield still cpntiftued to press -their claims, and to 
urge him to become thoMr pastor, with the prospect of 
a fiiir temporal support. In Ae m^an time he found 
that his remmieratioa lirom the Missionary Sodefy, 
though sirfKcient in a oomitry-reBidence, would ^barriy 
e£S>rd him the means of siq^port in the city, without 
enabling him to discharge his few debts. '^ I did not 
come hither," be remarira on the subject, ''to accumu-^ 
late propoty. God forbid that I should be greedy of 
gain. But I must be careful to meet punctually the 
just demands of my creditors. In this way I must ' pro- 
vide things honest in the nght of all men«'>^' 

These difficulties led him to use the following lan«* 
guage : ^' My mind has been too much distracted by my 
situation to be greatly fixed on my work. Alas ! my 
leanness, my leanness! May the all-sufficient God 
qualify ^e for this good work and engage me heartily 
in it" 

A kind Providence soon cleared up his path. Under 
date of Nov. 9, he says, '' I find my continuance here, 
or at least in this part of the city, somewhat uncertain* 
Brother Aikin has received an invitation to preach as a 
candidate in Utica, New-York, and will probaUy leave 
us." 
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}/b» ASlib, it unU be remeaibered, Imd engaged in 
tbe (MreeediDg Apiil to labor, at the e3q»ratioii of hp 
preparatory course in the eDsuing autumOy among the 
destitute in this city. He w^a atattonedy on his arriTal 
eariy m October, ^ia that part of tbe city, oBoally 
known by ithe name of CorUm'i Hook/' 

This region lay beyond the dty proper, from wUda 
it was aqmiatcd by high, unciidtinted, and rongh bills* 
Here and there .was seen beyond or upon the hills, a 
angle house, .or a separate cl^er of homely dweUiags. 
*< The moral character of the neighborhood answered 
Tery ezaolLy to the rodeness of ks aspect. Distance 
and sefaratien from the improved sections of the eity 
svqpfiliati a ns^ral apology for the neglect of Christian 
ordinMioes. Not a fourth part, probably, .of the popu- 
lation visited regularly any house of .worship." 

There were four eonoderable settlements in this sec* 
ticHi, known, one as ^Carlaer's Hook^*' anothw as 
^^Grand^reet MaaAut^^ at the foot of Grand-stre^, 
another as ^ ^ag4owaj' and the other as ^ MwnhoUan 
MasiidJ^ These settlements had mostly sprung iq) du* 
ring the rec^it war with Great Britain. The latter 
was about half a mile to the north of Corlaer's Hook, 
and was approached by a bridge, rendered necessary at 
high water, by the influx of the tide. The neighbor* 
hood of Corlaer's Hook had already become noted as a 
resort for the lewd and abandoned of both sexes. It 
wasestimated that these settlements included at that 
time about Ax. thousand souls. 

So late even as October, 1821, this regicm is ^oken 
of as follows : ^^ Let us look at New-York, especially 
in the neighborhood of Bancker-street, Walnut-street, 
Corlaer's Hook, Steg-town, Madbattan Island, fcc« Ja 
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these districts we are free to assert, may be found every 
species of vice and abomination ; and if they have not 
gods of wood and stone, they have passions to which 
they bow with as much ignorance and defu'avity as the 
very worst caste of foreign heathen. Here w« have 
streets abounding every night with preconcerted groups 
of thieves and prostitutes. Frequently the newspapers 
contain accounts of persons decoyed and ruined. Here 
are squares, courts, lanes and alleys where persons ob- 
tain a livbg by regularly seducing and training up the 
very youngest persons of both sexes to robbery and 
prostitution. Here are public^houses, ball-rooms, club- 
houses, coffee-houses and brothels, that (we can chal- 
lenge the whole world to prove otherwise) will equal, 
if not exceed, all the herds of guilt, wretchedness and 
crime, that ever met together in the worst temples of 
the heathen, or in the worship of Venus or Bacchus, in 
the most abandoned ages of pagan ignorance and im- 
morality.'' Deplorable mdeed must have been the 
morals of these neighborhoods, to have warranted such a 
dark picture from the pencil of the ^^ Christian Herald." 
(See vol. Vffl., 328.) 

Durbg the summer of 1816, Mr. Stafford had 
^preached on Manhattan Island at the dhip-yards, in a 
room kindly furnished by the Messrs. Browns," who 
were then extensively engaged in ship^building. A ball- 
room, too, in the neighborhood of Ck)rlaer's Hook, was 
obtained about the same time, through the influence of 
a pious magistrate, where he preached for several 
Sabbaths, with an increasing attendance. Owing to 
the representations of others engaged like the owner in 
an in&mous calling, the room was shortly after closed, 
but not without evidence of good results. 
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A SuKiday*School wbs oiganized not far from the 
same time, in the n<dghborhood of Grand-street mar- 
ket. A Mr. Robert Nekooi of the Wevleyan ooimec- 
tion in England, having witnessed the good results of 
Snnday-School instruction in his native country, in- 
duced, soon after his arrival here, some few Christian 
friends to unite with him in the organization of a school 
in that section of the city. The school was opened in 
a large room, used at times ibr a ball-room, in an old 
farm-house belonging to the Cannon*famiIy, and fronts 
ed the East River, on what is now known as Gp^ck* 
street, about midway between Grand and Broome^ 
streets. Here, ,too, Mr. Stafford was accustomed to 
lecture occasionally to those who could be persuaded 
to hear the gospel. 

Mr, Aildn was the first missAcmary to whom this 
field of ministerial labor was assigned. The hope was 
entertab^ and expressed at the time, ^' that with due 
encouragement from the friends of the iSociety, a re- 
si>ectable congregation might be formed at no distant 
period.'' Under the preaching of Mr. Aikin, ^^ some 
instances of seriousness, through the divine blessing on 
his labors," appeared, sufficient to encourage the Soci- 
ety in their purpose of ^< continuing, and if posfflb}e 
increasing their efforts" in this rc^on. 

When, therefore, Mr. Aikin determined to remove 
to Utica, the Society directed Mr. Baldwin to succeed 
him ia that p>t,mu>i4 Md. He accordingly removed 
and commenced his labors there on Tuesday, Novem* 
ber 11, 1817. He preached his first sermon in the 
school-room in Goerck-^treet,. as introductory to a 
weekly service, from Acts 17: 30, ^' The times of this 
igfKMrance God winked at: but now command^tb $iU 
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men everywhere to repent" Of this service he re- 
marks — ** The number of my auditors consisted of 15 
individuals. One of them attributed her first permanent 
religious impressions to this introductory service." 

On the 22d, he records the fact of his removal, and 
his consequent feelings, in his journal : ^ Am at length 
removed to CorlaePs Hook, where I have taken lodg- 
ings in Mr. B.'s family. My mind is now more at rest 
respecting my future course. I have a large and in- 
teresting field about me ; but I need much wisdom and 
zeal, and strength to cultivate it Yet I am not with- 
out cheering hopes. My lecture on Friday-evening 
was thinly attended, but it was unusually solemn. 
Several wept I have found one person to-day, who 
appeared much affected with a sense of his lost state. 
I am inclined to believe that my first attempts here 
have made a favorable impression. Oh that the Lord 
would come down and dwell in the midst of this peo- 
ple ! I know that I am not worthy to be the instru- 
ment of salvation to one soul, much less, to multitudes. 
But I do desire it If I am not deceived, I take an interest 
in the salvation of souls, because they are infinitely pre- 
cious, and because it would redound to the honor and 
glory of Grod. 

** My religious feelings during the two weeks past, 
have been unsteady, but, for the most part, low. I 
have not resisted the beginnings of evil. Consequently 
my conscience has been often wounded, and my joys 
marred. Thursday was our Fast, and, I think I can 
say, a good season to my soul. Since that time my 
mind has been in a comparatively tranquil state. This 
evening it is glowing with love. Yes, I do feel a sat- 
isfaction m religiou ; a joy arising firom a sense of the 
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glorious perfections of God and the gracious salvation 
of the gospel, tehich surpasses all worldly gratifica* 
tions. I think that I can say, — ^ Here am I, Lord ! do 
with me as seemeth good in thy sight.' 

^* My most besetting sin, the first and the last of my 
misery and disgrace, is the indulgence of a selfish spirit. 
I live for myself. I preach, and pray, and converse for 
myself. How justly should I be left to myself, in re- 
gard to enjoyment and hope.^' 

An upper room was shortly after obtained on the 
north side of Broomenstreet, between Columbia and 
Cannon-streets, on the block west of Cedar- grove, the 
residence of the venerable Col. Willett. To this he 
alludes in the following records : 

^ Stdurday eveningy JVovember 29 j 1817. Have 
preached once in this vicinity, and once in Bancker- 
street, during the week. Both lectures were well at- 
tended. The number of tliose who assemble, in this 
neighborhood especially, appears to be on the increase. 
I have found much this week to encourage me in my 
labors, though no special attention to religion, as yet, 
is observed. I have visited many families in the neigh* 
borhood of my hired room in Broome-street, and have 
been generally received witii much kindness. I have 
also, during the week, had opportunity to address some 
persons of the vilest character, (of Walnut-«treet,) on 
the subject of religion. And I am not without evidence 
that a sting was left in the conscience of one or more." 

The following extracts from his diary will show in 
what manner his time was now occupied : 

^^ Friday y Dec. 19, 1817. Have held a prayer-meet- 
ing this evening at the Hook. The number of pensons 
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present was large, and the attention encouraging. I 
cannot but hope for better things* 

'< Saturday evening. Meeting thk evening at Bro- 
ther Stafford's room. The weather has been such as 
to prevent a general attendance; but those present 
were uncommonly serious. 

'^ Lord^s dojf, Dec. 21. Preached in the morning, at 
the Mission-House ; in the aflemoon at the Hook ; and 
in the evening at Manhattans-Island. The day has 
been remarkably cold, which kept many at home. 
The meeting on the Island was not fully attended, but 
it was solemn. 

*' Monday. Made some religious visits, and attend^ 
ed a prayer-meetmg in the evening at Stag-town. Bv^ 
few were present 

*^ Tuesday. Attetided a funeral in the aftemocm, near 
the lower market. I made an address to the peopk 
present, but without much apparent effect A few, 
however, wept Oh that God would appear and vin^ 
dicate his own cause ! I see that without him I can do 
nothing. Tlte meeting in the evening, in Scammel- 
street, was not well attended, but I have seldom had 
more liberty of speech. I hiaoftlt that it was good to 
be there. 

^^ Wednesday. Attended the Methodist prayer-meet« 
ing this evening, and took a part in the eicercises. It 
was, on the whole, an interesting season. 

^' Thursday. Kept the fast appointed for the success 
of the misaonaries at Brother S.'s room. A con»dera- 
ble number were present, and appeared to be animated 
in the good cause. — In the evening held a prayer- 
meeting at Mr. B.'s, which was well attended and 
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toItmiL Several persons present, as I haye ance 
learned, were under religious impressions. Two Meth- 
odist brethren kd in prayer, to great acceptance. 

'^ Friday. Preached a lecture on Manhattan-Island 
this evening, uistead of holding the prayer*ffleeting, as 
appointed. A large niMnber were present and much 
affected. The Lord has evidently begun a good work 
in this place, and it is all his own. To him be all the 
glory. Two instances <tf hopeful conversion have 
already occurred, and several more are deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of their anful character and un- 
happy condition. The Lord perfect his begun work. 

*^ Saiufday. Went this evening to Brother 8.'s 
loom. Number present consklerable, and the meeting 
anusually solenui. 

<" Lord'9 day, Dec 28. Preached to the Sabbath- 
day scholars, at Miss H.'s sohool-room. It was an 
interesting and solemn season. In the afternoon, 
preadied at the usual place of worriiip. The number 
present was not large, but they were unusually atten- 
tive. In the evening found a large and solemn assem- 
bly on Manhattan-Mand. iS«6;ec^,— Paul's discourse 
before Felix. 

'* Monday. Spent most of the time down in the 
city. Vinted one individual under rd^ous impres- 
si<»s. Attended a meeting in the evening at Stag^ 
town, which was more than usually sdemn. Every 
thing relatbg to religicm here, appears as yet in a 
promising state. It can no longer be doubted whether 
or not the Lord has begun a good work in this place. 

" Tuesday. Weather unpleasant. I viated, how- 
ever, a few femilies, and went in the evening to the 
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place where a meetbg had been appraited, but found 
none assembled. 

'< Wednesday. Visited several families to-day, and 
attended a meeting this evening at Mrs. I/& The 
number who were present was considerable, but they 
were chiefly females. It appeared as though the Lord 
was present by his Spirit There are sufficient indica- 
tions that God is ready to pour out his Spirit upon this 
great city. May his people be prepared to receive 
such a blessing. 

*^ Visited in the afternoon an old negro woman, who 
has been thought, for some time, to be near her end. 
Found her confined to her bed, but not so sick as I had 
expected. On my entering the room she told me that 
she knew who I was. ^ You are the person who keeps 
meeting at the next house. Me glad, me thank you 
for coming to see.' I asked her how she did. She 
replied—* Well, very well ; have all I want.' Having 
been asked whether she was happy or not, she an- 
swered with great emotion, — * Yes— happy enough — 
can't be more happy — ^fuU of happiness; — wish all 
were as happy as L' She proceeded to say something 
about her finding Jesus. I asked her whether she 
loved him or not. * Oh ! yes,' said she, raising her 
eyes to heaven, * I do love him. I sought him long, 
and I have got hold of him. He came to me in the 
night all at once, put away all my pain, (putting her 
hand on her breast,) and make me happy. He is 
always talking to me — ^he is with me always. I hold 
him fast.' 

** On being asked whether or not she desired to go 
and be with Jesus, where he is, she said, — * I shall not 
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go y^t, but I am ready to go when he call me, I nm 
ready.' * Do you/ said I, ^ pray to Jesus for others 
that they may find him too V ^ Yes,' said she, ^ I pray 
always for all, and he hears me, and says — pray on- 
more coming — pray on.' I told her that she must 
pray much for poor sinners and others, and then 
stepped from her bedside to the fire. 1 bad no sooner 
left her, than she clasped her hands, and, rai^ng them 
towards heaTen, began her supplication : — ^ Lord Je- 
sus ! let more come to thee — ^let more be coming ;-« 
take all ; — heaven big place enough. Let them come 
in.' I prayed with her and left her, not without won* 
der at the richness of divine grace as displayed in this 
illiterate saint. She knows tiotbing but Jesits Christ ; 
yet I would rather have ha: knowledge and her happi- 
ness than those of the most exalted earthly potentate. 
Her feclbgs were sublime. 

" Thursday y Jan. 1, 1818. Attended a prayer-meet- 
ing at Brother S.'s room. The number that assembled 
was very considerable. In the evening we had a 
meeting for prayer at Miss IL's, which, though not 
numerously attended, was interesting and solemn. 
. ^^ Friday. Preached in the evening for Mr. Spring. 
Brother S. attended the prayer -meeting on the Island, 
which was numerous and solemn. 

^^ Saturday. Held in the evening, a family prayer- 
meeting in my room, at which were present the Messrs. 
B.'s families^ together with a few neighbors. 

^^ Sabbath f Jan. 4, 1818. Preached in the afternoon 
at Mr. S.'s room, and in the evening on the Island. 
The people in both places appeared unusually solemn. 
There are many instances of conviction ; we hope to 
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M6 numei^s coBTefsbnsu Chrbtians are awake and 
very hannonious. 

*^ Monday. Made many visits in the coarse of the 
day ; and in the evening attended the concert of prayer 
at Capt« M/s house. It was numerous and solemn. 
The work of God appears to go on prosperoudy." 

In this diligent occupation of bis time he was greatly 
cheered by the evident presence of the Divine Spirit 
The above extracts show how, from small and gloomy 
beginniiigSy his several congregations were enlarged, 
enlightened, and refreshed. Under date of Decem- 
ber 97, 1817, he expresses himself more at length on 
lius topic : 

'^ The Lord has been doing great things for me. I 
can now sincerdy thank him for sending me to this 
great city; and especially, for placing me in this part 
of it. The family in which I live are extremely kind 
to me ; and, what is more, not a little alive to the good 
cause* I find around me a most interesting field fer 
labor. Hie work, too, is congenial with my feelings. 
I love ' to spend and be spent fer Christ' It would 
be ungratei\il for me to conceal k, that God does over- 
look my unwof thiness so far, as to afford me many 
precious seasons of communion with him. I often find 
the place, to which I go to virorship with this people, 
*none other but the house of God' — ^the gate of 
heaven.' 

^* Last evening I attended a meeting at Brother S.'s 
room, and whil^ there, found my soul drawn out in 
holy aspirations after the heavenfy rest I looked for- 
ward with joy to the day of release, when I, too, shall 
mount up on high to meet lire Lord ; when I, too, shall 
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stand on Moaat ZTion above, and sing 'the song of 
Moses and the Lamb.' 

** I now clearly perceive that the favor of God is 
enough for me. Let me have his presence and behold 
his glory, and I desire no more. I cannot doubt 
whether I have been born of the Spirit of God or not. 
I do love God and his service. I do love my Savior 
and his disciples. I do pant after those holy pleasures 
which are found in their perfection, only at the right 
hand of God. This blessed assurance seldom leaves 
me ; so that I feel almost habitually prepared for the 
conflict with the last enemy. And often my soul says, 
' Come, Lord Jesus i come quickly.' 

^^ These fedings and this assurance do not, however, 
flow from a persuasion of my own excellence. No, * I 
find a law, that when I would do good evil is present 
with me.' My sins are multiplied. I have so much 
sloth, so many evil prejudices, so many corrupt desires, 
and so much indifference to the honor of Christy and 
the salvation of precious souls, that I wonder at the 
grace afforded me. Verily, my God ! it is an eter- 
nal proof of thy patient forbearance. I am the very 
chiefest of sinners. 

*^ My labors in this vicinity, appear to be blessed to 
some. There are a few instances of hopeful conver- 
sion, and many more of deep religious impressions. I 
expect great things. From the interest taken in meet- 
ings, it is manifest that the Spirit of God is already ex- 
tensively operating, and we hope that its operations will 
increase and become effectual. To thee. Heavenly Fa- 
ther ! do we look, to accomplish this great work. With- 
out thee, thy ministers can do nothing. Without thee 
the prayers of thy people, and their active exertions, will 

9 
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terminate in disappointment. But 5vi(h thy assistance 
and thy blessing, they \rill contend manfully and with 
success ; will go on conquering, till the kingdom and 
the greatness of it under the whole heaven shall be 
given them." 

In this happy state of communion with Grod and 
with suc5h divine encouragement in his work, he closed 
the year. In entering upon the ensuing year, he sol- 
emnly reviews the past and renews his consecration to 
the service of the great Redeemer, pledging himself to 
*' be more watdiful over his conduct ^nd feelings, and 
more constant and earnest in prayer to Almighty God 
that he would shed abroad his divine love into his 
heart, and give success to all his efforts in the cause of 
the Redeemer.*' This is followed by renewed grace : 

" January 3. I still see much in my life and heart 
which must be offensive to a holy God ; but I cannot 
greatly doubt, whether or not Hove the Savior and the 
prosperity of his cause. For some time past, I have 
had no anxiety respecting my own salvation. * Oh ! 
to grace how great a debtor V Yes, I do love Jesus 
and his work ; — =1 hope erelong to be with him where 
he is, that I may see him as he is. But I would be 
patient. * All the days of my appointed time will I 
wait, till my change come.* But, Oh ! if it might be 
soon ! 

" Jan, 17, 1818. Cannot easily doubt whether I 
love Jesus Christ and his cause or not. I frequently 
wonder that. God should allow me to take so much in- 
terest and find so much enjoyment, in his work. 1 
have sinned much and grievously oi^late; and am very 
unworthy to speak of salvation to those around me, 
much more, to preach the cYerlasting gospel. Yet 
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Qod allows me to do it, and, as it seems to me, affords 
me tbe assistance of his Spirit ; he certainly does allow 
me to see bis work go forward prosperously. As many 
as ten persons have, since I came hither, apparently 
been converted to God ; and many more are under re- 
ligious impressions. We hope that the work will go 
forward. It is wl^oUy the Lord's.** 

In a communication to the Missionary Board, Feb. 4, 
1818, he speaks of the whole field of his labors roost 
encouragingly : 

*^ Soon after my removal hither, our little assemblies 
began to exhibit unequivocal tokens of the Divine pres- 
ence. The professors of religion who attended, were 
refrefibed ; became more animated in their Christian 
-course, and more interested for the salvation of souls. 
Some few were brought to a painful sense of their de- 
parture from God; and, to use their own language, 
were a second time converted from the error of their 
ways. Nearly at the same time, sei^eral persons, who 
had lived in utter thoughtlessness of God and eternity, 
were awakened to a sense of their awful depravity, and 
of the everlasting destruction to which it exposed them. 
The work gradually increased till within a few days ; 
ance which time it has apparently come to a stand. 
As many as 12 persons afford satisfactory evidence of 
their having truly embraced the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
several others are under religious impressRons. Attend- 
ance on the means of grace is still increasing ; Chi is- 
tians appear to be on tbe alert ; and we cannot but 
hope ^at this people may yet witness such a work of 
Divine grace as shall force even the enemies of religion 
to exclaim—* What hath God wrought V " 

At the same time he called the attention of the Board 
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to the deplorable condition of the numerous abandoned 
females that were found within the sphere of hislaborSy 
and suggested to them the expediency of some provis- 
ion whereby those of them who were disposed to reform 
might be furnished with an asylum, or place of retreat 
from their abodes of infamy. 

The question had already been agitated by the little 
flock, to whom Mr. Baldwin preached, — " Why may 
we not be organized into a church of Christ, and enjoy 
the appointed ordinances of the Lord's house V* The 
matter was committed to the wisdom of those who had 
sent the missionary into this now promising field. On 
the 4th of February, a committee, of which the Rev. 
M. L. R* Perrine, pastor of the Spring-street church, 
was chairman, was appointed '^ to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of immediately organizing a church at Cor- 
ner's Hook." 

In a letter, dated March Isty 1818, he writes to a 
friend — ^^ It is now a question with us whether a church 
shall, or shall not, be formed immediately, to be under 
the fosterbg care of the Evangelical Society of Young 
Men. There is a sufficient number of persons here to 
constitute it, and Providence seems to point to its for- 
mation. Perhaps the measure would not meet with 
much opposition. It certainly would not, if it were 
not for the unhappy divisions among Christians in this 
city. How true is it, that a ' house divided against 
itself cannot stand.' The Methodists and Baptists in 
this city are carrying all before them ; evidently be- 
cause they are united in their efforts. On them the 
Holy Spirit is poured out. — Yes, it is manifest from 
what we see, that God will not succeed the efforts of 
the contentious." 
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He speaks of the same difficulties in his journal : 
" March 7. Still at the Hook, and still allowed to see 
the work of God, in some measure, prosperous here. 
More than 15 persons profess to have experienced a 
change of heart since my labors commenced, and I 
think that some others are inquiring. In the mean time 
r meet with some trials. We have, for some time past, 
had it in contemplation to form a church in this neigh-^ 
borhood, with a view to collect a congregation and 
erect a house of worship. But this object is likely to 
fail of being effected, through the contentions of the 
two societies that employ missionaries in this city. I 
think, however, that I can this evening, leave it all with 
God to determine. 

' The Lord can clear the darkest ikies, 
Caa giVe us day for night.' " 

Reference has already been made to the ilnhappy 
controversy which sprung up in the Young Men's 
New-York Missionary Society. The difficulties con- 
tinued to exbt after the division, and were felt for 
years. No sooner had the Evangelical Society re- 
solved upon employing a missionary in the suburbs of 
the city, than the other society came to the same de- 
termination. When Mr. Aikin commenced his labors 
at Corlaer's Hook, Mr. Philips was located in the same 
neighborhood. When Mr. Baldwin succeeded Mr. 
Aikin, Mr. John E. Miller was sent to occupy the 
place vacated by Mr. Philips. Mr. Miller continued 
his labors until March 1st, preaching on the Sabbath 
in the Henry-street Free School, and on Wednesday 
evening in Norfolk-street, near Grand-street 
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At the AnoiTersarj of the old Society in December, 
more than a thousand dollars were sidiscribed for the 
purpose of erecting ^* a spacious Mission-House, for the 
accommodation of the poor attending on the rainbtra- 
tions of Mr. Miller." A further sum of more than 
eleven hundred doUars was shortly after subscribed, 
and application was made to Col. Rutgers for the 
grant of a lot of ground for that purpose. Instead of 
accq>ting his prompt offer of '^the donation of any 
vacant land belonging to him/' (and his land was cer- 
tainly contiguous or nearly so to Mr. Miller's preaching 
place,) they made choice of a location on the north 
side of Broome-^eet, between Lewis and Cannon- 
streets, and ^^ in the vicinity," not '^ of Mr. Miller's 
labors," but of Mr. Baldwin's. The societies and 
their missionaries were thus brought into painful col- 
lision, and no small part of Mr. Baldwin's trials pro- 
ceeded from this source. 

It was this determination on the part of the other 
society to proceed to erect a house for public worship 
in that neighborhood, and the difficulty of securing 
enough attention among such a people to warrant the 
erection of a second similar buil<Ung, that occasioned 
the hesitancy in the mind of Mr. Baldwin in relation 
to the propriety of continuing his labors in that field. 
The wisdom of the Directors of the Society, by whom 
be had been employed, had therefore been called in to 
the settlement of the question. 

The committee, to whom the question had been 
referred, reported on the fourth of March, 1818, ^^ that 
from the information which they had received with 
regard to the success which has attended the labors of 
our missionary in that place ; the present promising 
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state of the misuoa ; the aumber of persoo9 who have 
lately given evidence of a change of heart, and are 
ready to join in communion with the church ; the at- 
tachment which they profess to our missionary, and 
their desire to receive from his hands ^ the cup of bless- 
ing ;' the number who are under convictions, and the 
ijacreaang aumbo: and seriousness of those who attend 
tbe preaching of the word; the desire of several 
Christians in that neighborhood that our missionary 
would form- a church, and their conviction that it would 
serve the cause of the gospel; and the certainty that 
his formiog a church will not interfere with any other 
church or religious society; they are unanimously of 
the opnion that it is expedient immediately to organ- 
ize a church at Corlaer's Hook.'' The report was 
adopted, and Mr. Baldwin advised to go forward. 

He entered upon the work ^^ with fear and trem- 
bling." Unnoticed as the whole proceedings were by 
the workU ^'^ ^^^ ^^7 "^^^^ full of interest, and preg- 
nant with consequences of no ordinary moment. '^The 
measure," he tells us, ^' was long a subject of solemn 
consideration, and, we believe, of fervent prayer, pre- 
viously to its being laud before the Boaid of Directors. 
for their advice. Tbeic decided opinion, while it con-^ 
firmed existing impressions in favor of the measure, did 
not induce precifutaney in effecting it Never have I, 
on any occasion, observed greater anxiety among 
CSiristians to know the will of the Lord, or more ap- 
parent readiness to submit to it, however crossdog to 
natural inclinations it might be, when known. The 
formation of this church was effected in circumstances 
which tried m^s souls. The state of things was such 
as almost necessarily to exclude the influence of world- 
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ly motives from the transaction, and to enforce reliance 
on the Divine protection and blessing. 

"With reference to this subject, Wednesday, the 
25tb of March, \)ras observed by us as a day of fasting 
and prayer. On this occasion a considerable number 
of people assembled, when the reasons for forming a 
church were stated at large, and the Divine protection 
was particularly supplicated. It proved a season of 
peculiar harmony and love. God appeared to fix his 
seal to what had already been done, and to encourage 
his people to take the decisive step. The following 
Friday was accordingly fixed upon for the formation of 
the contemplated church." 

The organization took place, March 27th^ in a pri- 
vate room in Grand-street, near Lewis-fitreet, occupied 
by the family of Mr. William Badeau, with whom Mr. 
Baldwin resided. He was assisted by the Rev. Messrs. 
Stafford and Perrine. Eleven individuals, of whom eight 
were from the Rutgers-st. Presbyterian church, one from 
the Spring-street (since Laigbt-street) cburch, one from 
the Presbyterian church in Catskill, New- York, and 
one from the Congregational church in New-London, 
covenanted with each other and with their God, to as- 
sociate together and be known as ^ the Seventh Pees- 
BYTERiAN Church IN THE crTY OF New-York." Five of 
them were of the same household and four only were 
males. 

The church having been organized, nine others, all 
females but one, were admitted to the privileges of the 
church on profession of their faith. ^^ Not one of the 
number brought to the enterprise either wealth or ex- 
tensive influence. It was a day of small things. The 
little band trembled with apprehension &r the result. 
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while they rejoked in the success they had already 
realised." Years after, Mr. Baldwin said of it, ^^ I shall 
never forget that day. We distinctly understood that, 
by our own act, we then cominitted ourselves to an 
enterprise, for which we possessed no adequate means, 
and no certain assurance of succor, but in Him who 
hears the cries of his needy people. It was a time of 
weeping and fervent prayer to God, that the infant 
church might be strong in the assurance of his faithful 
promises, and prosperous through his saving power. 
We presented our petition, not for wealth nor great 
popularity, but for those abiding influences and graces 
of the Holy Spirit, which would render it a fountain of 
life to this section of the city, and a blessing to the 
world." 

On the day following the organization of the church 
he thus writes : " The Lord has been doing much of 
late, for this polluted place. The work of his Spirit 
continues and apparently increases. Yesterday a church 
was organized in this place. — May the God of all grace 
prosper this mfant society. It is cast upon his special 
providence. Father in heaven ! to thy fostering care 
do I commit this branch of thy visible church. If thou 
engage for our safety and prosperity, we have no cause 
of fear ; but if thou desert us, the enemy will swallow 
us up. Ob ! sufier not this portion of thine heritage 
to be wasted. Is it not a brand plucked out of the 
fire ? Is it not precious in thy sight, thou Savior of 
men ? Let thine eyes be upon it, to observe its help- 
lessness and its dangers, let thine hand be underneath 
it, for its support, and thy Spirit shed upon it, for its 
glory and its prosperity. Let it become a praise to all 
that are acquainted with it." 
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In the review of thb account we are reminded very 
forcibly of those beautiful words which the Spirit taught 
the ancient church to sing as she came ^ up from the 
wilderness leaning upon her Beloved :'' — *^ They that 
sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bearing his dieaves with him." 
Thus it proved in the present case, as the subsequent 
history will show. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Measures takeo to build a house of wocship. — Yiait to Durham. 
— Thinks of the West. — Corner-stone of the church laid.— A 
rival house of worship built near. — Commences worship in 
the basement of the new church. — Conciliatory coiirse.'^Op* 
position oea»ee. — A reviving. — Pecuniary embarrassmenta. — 
Marriage. 

It was" a work of faith, and a labor of love" indeed, 
to which our missionary now committed himself. But 
it was just such a work as he delighted in. It was 
neither praise nor emolument that he sought. He was 
content to be poor, and to deny himself that he might 
win souls. When he was permitted to gather with his 
little flock, in an obscure upper room, around the table 
of the Lord, and there to consecrate to the Lord the 
first-fruits of his ministry, he possessed a joy — a grati- 
fication — akin to that of his Redeemer — the luxury of 
doing good to souls. 

A few days after the organization of the church, he 
succeeded in forming a religious association to be con- 
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nected witb tlie chureh as a body cc^povate^ Feeble 
as the congpegation was, such was the encouragement 
held out to them in God's providence, that they deter* 
mined to proceed immediately, if practicable, to erect 
a house of wor^ip.. They appealed to their elder and 
sister-churches for aid in the uodertakiiig, and by the 
diligent and untiring exerticms of their minister, liberal 
8ubscripti(»)8 were obtained. The Board of Directors 
of the Ersmgelical Society also opened a subscription 
in aid of di6 object, and individually took a lirely i»* 
terest in the enterprise. 

In a commuaioation to the Board, May bthy he c^- 
serves, — ^^Thxm far the Lord has hdped us; It is 
manifest to those who contrast the present moral con- 
dition of this neighborhood wifth its character mx 
months ago, that G^d has perfcmned a work here 
which calls for the devout and grateful aeknowle%» 
ments of his people. Its effects are by no means con- 
fined to those individuals who 2u?e, in the most import- 
ant sense, its subjects. A religious influence is becoming 
gradually mope appareirt and extensive among those 
who are not truly pious; Ghristians of other denomi- 
nations are excited to greater and more successful 
activity. The ne^hborhood is acquiring a character 
which is inducing respectable and pious families to 
make it their place of residence ; so that the hope is 
already indulged that this section of the city will, with- 
in a short period, be numbered among the more favored 
parts of our Zion. Several instances of hc^eful con- 
version have occurred since the date of my last conb- 
munication, and a few individuals are now under seri- 
ous impressions. The work is still silently and gradu- 
ally progressive." 
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May 2d, he records the foHowing in bis diary : — *^ I 
am still allowed to perform the duties of a minister of 
the gospely and with some success. But I have my 
trials. The worst of all is a heart perpetually inclined 
to wander from the ways of righteousness, and to in- 
dulge in the most unworthy sins. One of my most 
constant and most grievous sins is sloth. My time, 
even in this extensive field of action, passes away un- 
improved. My habits, too, of indulgence, need imme- 
diate and thorough correction. I have made some 
efforts, but they do not prove effectual. Excess in 
eating is still a besetting and threatening sin* 

^^ I have some trials arising from the peculiar state 
of this people ; especially from the efforts of the Young 
Men's Missionary Society, which weigh down my spir- 
its. Will the blessed God appear for our deliverance ? 
Let that Society and all around us know, that thou 
wilt vindicate the cause of the peaceable." 

Some of the Directors of the Society, to which he 
here alludes, had made proposals to some of the lead- 
ing members of the new church, to contribute the 
amount of funds already, or about to be, raised by them 
for the erection of a Mission-House, to aid the Seventh 
church in their attempt to build a house of worship, 
provided that the latter would agree to receive a 
preacher from their Society; offering them at the 
same time the choice of one from several candidates 
whom they would send to them on probation. The 
offer was, to be sure, promptly rejected by the Httle 
flock, but could not fail deeply to affect and sensibly 
to wound the feelings of one whose whole aim was to 
" follow peace with all men, and holiness." 

Having now occupied nearly eight months in these 
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unwearied labors, he left the city about the first of 
June, to visit the scenes of his childhood. The follow- 
ing letter to his brother Sylvester, written at ^^ Dur- 
ham, June 15, 1818," descriptive of this visit, exhibits 
much of the peculiar love which characterized him for 
home and kindred. It is given entire, as a specimen 
of his correspondence at this period with the compan- 
ions of his youth. 

'^ DfiAE Brother : 

^^ I wrote father a letter, a short time before I left 
New*York« I took my passage on board the steam- 
boat, the last day of May, and spent the first Sabbath 
in Montgomery, sixty miles up the river. The people 
of that place have been for some years destitute of a 
settled minister. I supplied their pulpit one Sabbath, 
preached a lecture on the following Monday, and then 
proceeded on my way to Catskill, where I arrived, 
Tuesday night. I found my acquaintance in Catskill 
in pleasant circumstances. Dr. Porter is as much es- 
teemed there as ever, though his labors have not been 
rendered so successful of late, as they were formerly. 
Thursday, I started in the stage for Durham, tarried all 
night at Cairo, and reached the Old Mansion the next 
morning. Mr. Baldwin has made some improvements ; 
the stoop is taken down, the house is painted, &c. But 
of this Jonathan can give you the particulars. I should 
have liked the old house with its inhabitants quite as 
well. 

" One of my first visits was paid to Uncle A. B., to 
ascertain what had been doing in Atwater. His account 
of your circumstances was highly interesting and grati- 
fying. I trust I do experience some gratitude for the 
mercies which you have all received. I was par- 
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liculafly pleased to bear that mother is satisfied wkh 
her present situation. I then proceeded to Uncle K.'s, 
Trhere I was most cordially received. Uncle appears to 
me to be a growing Christian, notwithstanding his pecu- 
liarities of sentiment He manifests a very affectionate 
remembrance of father and mother. He can scarcely 
mention their names with composure. Many people 
say kind things to me respecting them. 

^^ The time I have been here has been pretty much 
occupied with visiting and preaching lectures. I have 
called to see all oor nncles, besides making several 
other visits. Last Friday, I found ray way over to the 
Big Hollow, and paid Aunt H» a visit. I found her well 
and in pleasant circumstances, but evidently yielding 
to the effects' of old age. She lives in a lai^e framed 
bouse, much* to her mind, — appears to enjoy religion. 
I preached a lecture in the evening, to a suddenly-col* 
lected, but considerably numerous and attentive, audi- 
ence. 

** From the Big Hollow I went to Cairo, where I 
preached a preparatory lecture. I have supplied Mr. 
Williston's pulpit two Sabbaths, and preached several 
lectureSi The people turn out to hear, but are not so 
forward to do. The good cause has seldom been in so 
low a state. I found almost the whole church asleep, 
and shall probably leave the most of them so. Alas ! 
* how is the gold become dim ! how is the most fine gold 
changed !' We have a lecture appointed for to-night, 
and another for to-morrow evening, after which I am 
calculating to make my way back to New- York. 

" I find it generally reported here that I am about 
to settle in New-York ; but you may rest assured that 
it is mere report. What God, in his providence, may 
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effect, it is imposable for me to say. At present tbere 
is BO yery promising opening for me there. I am, 
moreover, averse to city-people, and to city-life. Were 
it lawful, I could heartily wish myself in Ohio, preach- 
ing, if not settled, in some growing country-place. My 
health is fine, but I need diversion of mind, and am 
likely to find but little of the right kind here. 

^ I shall be very desirous to hear firom you and fa<* 
ther soon. Should any thing occur in New-York, 
which shall much aflfeet my calculations, you may ex- 
pect to hear of it speedily. Love to J., and best 
wishes for the prosperity of your Kttle daughter.'' 

To his parents he also wrote an account of the same 
visit. ^^ The people and church are in a dull state with 
respect to religion. I preached for them at least ten 
times during the two weeks which I spent with them. 
They received me veiy affectionately, came out in 
great numbers to the meetings,, and appeared, in some 
instances, to be affected by what was said. After 
q>ending about two weeks in Durham, and giving all 
my uncles with some other of my old friends a call, I 
came pretty directly back to this place. I could not 
leave my native town in a state of religious declension, 
without some d^ree of regret ; but I hope that my 
visit thither will not prove the last. I think that I was 
enabled to speak to the people with some degree of 
plainness. My charge here I found, on my return to 
Ais place, in pleasant circumstances, and earnestly 
waiting for my return.'* 

" On my return hither," he writes in his diary, June 
27, « I preached at Catskill, from Acts 24: 25. We 
had a considerably full and attentive audience. I found 
the little fiock here in much the s»ne state as when I 
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left them. One bad deserted and gone to the baptists ; 
but the majority seem inclined to stand by each other, 
and to consecrate their endeavors to the good work." 

It appears from what he says in his letter to his 
brother, that as yet he was by no means decided as to 
the sphere in which he should labor. The prospect in 
New-York was hardly at that time sufficiently flattering 
to suit his large desire. Not that he desired the com- 
forts of this world, or an ample pecuniary allowance, 
but a wider range for his spiritual anxieties, cares and 
efforts, where he could have the field to himself, and 
not be under the painful necessity of open colli»on 
with brethren of the same or kindred sentiments. 
. These views, to some extent, he expresses in the 
following letter to his parents, under date of July 15 : 
*^ The Uttle church continues to be united. We have 
a few instances of recent conversion among us, but the 
work of God has evidently declined. I cannot, on the 
whole, believe that I shall stay here a long time. Sup- 
pose that I should see Ohio in the fall ; what would be 
the best time for coming 1 To what part of * the Re- 
serve' would you think it best for me to direct ray way, 
after having paid you the proper visit 1 Is there just 
now much call for missionaries on ^ the Reserve V My 
heart is really with you. Were my own inclinations 
to direct my way, I should be in Ohio before the end 
of six weeks; but the providence of God appears to 
forbid it. I often think with what satisfaction I should 
meet your little church and congregation ;— how happy 
I should be to have an opportunity to administer the 
ordinances among you. Perhaps I may yet be per- 
mitted to do it. There is very little here which inclines 
me to make it a permanent residence. 
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" Uncle B. gives me a pleasing account of yonr cir- 
cumstances. Though I am more interested in the spir- 
itual than in the worldly prosperity of my friends, I am 
much pleased with hearing that they are not embar- 
rassed with worldly cares ; that they have such a sup- 
ply of earthly comforts as leaves tiiem at leisure to 
labor for spiritual ones. 

** You will not fail to remember me in your prayers, 
that I may be directed as to the field of labor in which 
I should engage. I do wish, if it may consist with the 
will of Providence, for something fixed. Great things 
I do not desire for myself; but a wandering life is ex- 
tremely contrary to my feelings, and I think, in ordi- 
nary cases, to my usefulness. I shall expect you to 
write soon. Information respecting the call for cler- 
gymen in Ohio would be interesting and perhaps very 
useful to me." 

On the third day after the date of this letter, the 
trustees of the congregation to which he preached, 
succeeded in securing a site for a house of worship. It 
comprised three lots of ground on the westerly side of 
Sheriff-street, between Broome and Delancey-streets, 
within a very few rods of the school*house where they 
were then accustomed to worship. Active preparations 
were accordingly made for the accomplishment of the 
undertaking which had been in contemplation for sev- 
eral months. 

This movement served to render the path of duty 
more plain, if not more comfortable. On the same day, 
July 18thy he makes the following record of his state 
of mind : '^ Still permitted to labor for Christ, though 
the slightest review of my past life shows me that I 
have been a most idle and unfaithful servant. I look 
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aroaml upon this region of moral deatb> and perceive 
that thousands are here perishing in th^r blood ; yet I 
am not greatly afiected by the sight. Here lies the 
obstacle to my active exertions. Sloth, and an evil 
heart which will not feel, constitute it Lord ! deliver 
me from this weight Pour a i^it of love into my 
heart, and all will be well. Draw me towards diee, 
and show me the swaeloess of thy presience^ and I shall 
long to bring all my periling fellow-creatures to the 
same banquet. ^Lord! I believe; bdp thcKi mine 
unbelief.' 

^* Am somewhat encouraged in regard to the result 
of my labors here, though 1 do not expeiienoe that re- 
ligious enjoyment which I nedi. The reason is but too* 
obvious. I have too mudi pride about me, am too 
neglectful of many duties^ and too often betrayed into 
known sins, to experience the comforts of godlines& 
Often when I rise to warn and admonish others, I seem 
tp myself to be the most unworthy simier in the aasem* 
bly. But I do not always, nor generallyv {H^ach an 
efitirdy-unfeh Christ God has of hte enabled me to 
have a deep sense of the solemn importance of the 
truths which I have been called to deliver. ^ Bless the 
Lord, O my soul !' 

^ Yesterday, with the as^stance o£ Brother S., I ad- 
mtnifitered for the third time, the Sacrament of the 
Supper. It was a melting season. God does appear 
to be with this little flock, and to extend over it the 
banner of hk protectioo. To thee only, O Lord ! can 
we look for protection and enlargement" 

Again, .^ug. 8^A, he remarks :— ^' The Lord is evi* 
dently trying the faith of his people here, by many 
dark dispensations. At one time we see more than 
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usual interest, maaifiBsted in hearing the word, at an- 
other, all that interest is gone. It is the same with 
respect to the temporal interests of the congregation. 
Our hopes are frequently raised only to be disappointed. 
And yet,. God does not suffer us to sink down in utter 
and final defl^air. How shall we interpret these provi- 
dences 1 Is Grod about to give us up with — ^ Ephraun 
is joined to idols; let him alone?' I cannot believe 
it. 

^* In soeh circumstances, the question occurs, * Is it 
my duty to coatinue ray labors here V I might now 
be preaching to a more numerous pious and intelligent 
people. I might be breaking the bread of life to those 
who live in the western wilderness, assisting in the col- 
lection not of one, but of many congregations. My 
fedings are strongly in £aivQr of leaving this place, but 
I dare not go without the consent of my heavenly Fa* 
ther. To him do I look jfiar direction, and, I trusty with.- 
a disposition to acquiesce in it when obtained..'^ 

The immediate occasion of renewing these ques- 
tions and doubt% appears to have been the a^ve 
measures taken by the other Missionary Society to 
pre*occupy the ground. Although the people of that 
neighborhood had neither solicited nor deared their in- 
terference, and had generally expressed their decided 
opposition to the measure, though at the time the So- 
ciety in question had no missioaary in that region, nor 
until some weeks afterwards, they proceeded, about the 
25th of July,, to lay the comer-stone of their contem- 
plated Mission-House, and were now making every exer- 
tion, under powerful ministerial patronage, to complete 
the work. Could he have retired from the conflict with a. 
clear conscience, he would have left them in the undis- 
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turbed possession of the field, and plunged into the 
western wilderness to labor for the Redeemer without 
controversy and divisions among brethren. 

To add to his trials, he was left, just at this time, to 
barren ordinances : — ^^^ugud 9th. Preached morning 
and afternoon at the school-room in Broome^treet 
Number that attended unusually small. And what, as 
far as I am concerned, is still more lamentable, I was 
left to preach with a cold heart, especially in the after- 
noon. I believe that I talked fluently, but there did 
not seem to myself to be much substance in what I 
uttered. Alas! my Savior! how ill do I plead thy 
cause." 

On the following morning, Mondap^ August 10^, at 
9 o'clock A. M., the comer-stone of the new church 
was laid with religious services. This event appears to 
have inspired him with new courage, and a renewed 
determination to be diligent and faithful in the cause of 
his Divine Master. 

" August 11. — See the necessity of renewing my 
covenant-vows before God ; and this I now do, prom- 
ising that, by the help of his Spirit, I will take his word 
to be my guide in all the business of life; that I will 
watch my heart with the greatest care ; be diligent 
and holy in my outward actions ; and do all things to 
the honor of bis sacred name. I am ashamed of my 
sloth, my selfishness, my prejudices against my breth- 
ren, my want of love for souls ; — yes, of my whole 
life. All must be reformed ; and I bless God that he 
has once more called up my attention to this subject. I 
do seem to myself to love him. He is a good master, 
a kind and forgiving parent. I know him and his dear 
Son ; and, though I often sin against them most un- 
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gratefully, still I desire to have them for my everlasting 
porlion ; still see a glory in their character, and an ex- 
cellency in their requirements which engage the best 
affections of my heart'' 

This was followed by a serenity of mind which dis- 
posed him to confide with all his heart in the dispensa- 
tions of the divine will : — ** Saturday evening y August 
15^A. My mind is in a sweet, composed frame. It is 
good to give up ourselves and the good cause into the 
hands of God ; and I think I am enabled to do it this 
evening. The Lord will take care of his church and 
bis honor in this place ; and this consideration satisfies 



me." 



Still he fluctuates. At one time he is filled with en- 
couragement; and within a day or two almost cast 
down again. These changes appear in the following 
meditations : 

^^ Aug. 18. Have been reading a part of the Book 
of Judges, and not without comparing the conduct of 
the Israelites in repeatedly turning to idolatry with my 
own. Surely Ood is bringing me into temptations to 
try me, whether I will observe his commandments or 
not. How exactly do I copy the example of Israel ! I 
have been often delivered from distressing doubts, and 
fears, and darkness which might be felt. God has 
conquered my oppressors for me. But he has not found 
in me corresponding gratitude and obedience. No 
longer than the last Lord's day, he visited my soul 
graciously. I did, if I mistake not, enjoy something of 
his smiles ; I did feel his love warming my heart. And 
the savor is still left in my soul. But I begin to fear 
that my heart is again leading me astray. I would 
wander no more, O my Savior ! I would not stray from 
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thee. Tfaou art the centre of my soul. But I would love 
thee more ; I would know more of thy love, eveu of 
* the breadth and length and depth and height, — which 
passeth knowledge.' 

** Grod appears to be smiling on the effi>rts of his 
people here to erect a house for Ub worship. The 
work goes forward in spite cfif the fears, I had almost 
said, in spite of the calculations, of his people. We 
can number but a handful of people who are on the 
Lord's side, yet he has evidently appeared in the midst 
of them, to sustain and bless them. 

^ Since my residence in this city, I have necessarily 
dispensed with some of my studious habits, but, I trust, 
have not lost them. I am obliged to preach entirely 
without notes. The e&ect will be, without great exer- 
tions to prevent it, that I shall fall into a loose style of 
speaking, if not of writing. I do, however, mean to 
enter on immediate, vigorous and persevering measures 
to prevent this effect. 

^* Grod still follows me with loving-kindness and ten- 
der mercy. I have, for some days, enjoyed a pleasant 
frame of mind. I am not greatly exahed in my feel* 
ings, but pass on with that equableness which keeps me 
prepared for the Lord's service. Last night I lectured 
in Cherry-street The audience was small, but ex- 
ceedingly attentive and solemn. Truth was pleasant 
to me. I could have talked as long as Paul did at 
Troas, and the people seemed to have a kindred feel- 
ing with his audience. 

" ^ug. 20. Have many discouraging feelings re- 
specting the efforts here to erect a house of worship, 
and collect a congregation. I am but a feeble instru- 
ment, am without friends, and surrounded by many who 
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will probably either oppose or despise me. Bat God is 
vront to operate in a way which shall manifest his 
power and faithfiilness. I hare been reading the story 
of Gideon's ^^ctcn-y over the Midianites ; and I find 
that God can save by few as well as by many. Thirty 
thousand, nay ten, were too many for the conflict, lest 
Israel diould tdce the praise of the victory to himself. 
I have been wisdiing that we had in this church and 
congregation some man of wealth and influence, or at 
least, that the number of our friends was bcreased. 
But have I not done this in a spirit of unbelief ? God 
can save by feeble means ; perhaps he designs, in this 
instance, to maike a peculiar display of his love to his 
church. It is not for me to say how, or by what instru* 
ments, he shall ^ect his purposes of love in this 
place. 

** We had a tolerably full, and a very solemn meet<- 
ing last evening, att the school-room. The lectures, 
too, in Cherry-street, are latterly more interesting. Oh 
that God would conie among us by the influences of his 
Holy Spirit ! — I begin to fear that the reigning stupid- 
ity is more attributable to me than to any other indi- 
vidual here. I preach, exhort, and visit much, but I 
do not find much satisfaction in praying for the success 
of these efforts. A passage in the life of Fuller has 
convinced me, that the success of a minister depends 
very much on his prayers in secret. If so, I cannot 
reasonably expect success, for I evidently do not pray 
much." 

Some idea of the nature and number of his engage- 
ments, as well as of the spirit with which he labored, 
may be gathered from the records which follow : 

** Saturday eveningy Aug. 29. I have almost finished 
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the labors of another week. I preached a lecture 
Tuesday eveDingy in Cherry-street The walking was 
unpleasant, but the number that attended was consid- 
erable ; and the appearance of the people very solemn. 
Several wept. — Wednesday^ in the afternoon, we held 
our monthly prayer-meeting in my room. But little 
notice had been given. The meeting was, nevertheless, 
well attended, and profitable to some. I have seldom 
enjoyed so much in one service. In the evening I lec- 
tured at our school-room in Broome-street. Had a full 
house, and appeared to myself to be assisted in the ex- 
ercises. Several shed tears. — Thursday evening, I lec- 
tured, in the absence of Mr. Spring, for his people } 
and was enabled to speak with great plainness, and 
considerable fluency. The Lord was evidently in the 
midst of us; but — alas ! how have I abused his mer- 
cies. It would, indeed, be right for him to withdraw 
from me entirely and finally, bis good Spirit. I was 
fooli^ly elated by that which should have filled my 
mouth only with thanksgiving and praise. O my Sav- 
ior ! regard thy unworthy servant in this thing merci- 
fully ; and lead me to a greater acquaintance with my 
own heart, a more abiding and thorough sense of my 
dependence on thee, and of my obligations to thee. I 
would be deeply humbled for my pride and greatly 
penitent. I now see that uninterrupted prosperity, 
without a double share of divine grace, would prove 
my undoing. — Friday evening, held the usual lecture 
on the Island, and enjoyed it much. Thus God did not 
visit me according to my deserts. I still have a pleas- 
ant state of mind. Oh ! could I see a special work of 
grace in this vicinity, methinks I should be ready to 
say with Simeon, * Now lettest thou thy servant depart 
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in peace.' We are to have the usual meeting for 
prayer this evening. 

'^ Besides attending the above service, I have made 
several visits to the sick, and called on a number of 
families. I have also copied half a sermon, read a con- 
siderable part of Fuller's life, and almost finished my 
preparation for tv^o services on the morrow. And yet 
I have to condemn myself for sloth, as I have lost sev- 
eral hours during the week. I have also indulged my 
appetite for food inordinately, — and committed various 
other sins, for which I should be very humble before 
God. My evil heart is, indeed, a world of iniquity. 

'^ My routine of labors this week has been much the 
same as they usually are. Three services on the Lord's 
day, and three or four during the rest of the week, be- 
sides one or two prayer-meetings, make up my com^ 
plement. Oh that God would abundantly supply me 
for this arduous and good work ! I am pleased with it, 
in my happier moments ; and, I trust, can almost 
habitually say, * the will of the Lord be done.' " 

The work of erecting the new building went on 
slowly, and with many embarrassments arising from 
the poverty of the people. Not so, however, with the 
Mission-House. Within less than three months from 
the time of laying the corner-stone, the building was 
completed, at a cost of nearly three thousand dollars, 
and on the 11th of October it was dedicated to the ser- 
vice of God. About the middle of September, Mr. 
Robert Steel, a licentiate of the Presbytery of New- 
York, had been engaged as their missionary, and on 
he 18th of October entered upon his work of gather- 
ing a congregation, and, if possible, a church. 

These facts will explain the remarks which follow. 

10 
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On the 27th of Sq)t€mbery after the fact of Mr. Steel's 
engagement became known, he thus writes : — ^* The 
Lord continues to try me by placing me in circum- 
stances the roost disagreeable to my feelings. I do 
hate contentions among brethren. There is nothing 
here that I covet as promising roe a settlement, or an 
opportuuity of gaining any thing for myself. I would 
willingly leave the field to any faithful servant of 
Christ, who would willingly sustain the toil and self- 
denial of cultivating it. I would rejoice to see it 
peaceably committed to the care of those who call 
themselves the Old Calvinists ; but they are unwilling 
to take the church under their care. The dove, it 
seems, may not have a place for the sole of her foot. 
Alas! contention. Oh for a retreat from it some- 
whither. — But, heavenly Father ! thou sayest, no. En- 
able me to say, * Even so. Father !* — I would follow 
the leadings of thy providence. Make them plain. 
Let me know what thou wouldst have me to do, and 
give me a disposition to do it. Thy grace is sufficient 
— it is enough. Lord ! do what seemeth good in thy 
sight. — ^Amen." 

Again on the 18th of October he writes: — ^**The 
time, — I can truly say, the much-dreaded time — has 
come, when the designs of men who have come into 
this field of labor, with the apparent object of destroy- 
ing this little congregation and church, are to have 
their sway. This Sabbath their missionary commences 
preaching within twenty rods of me. His meetings for 
the evenings are appointed at the same time with my 
meetings. Thus minister is arrayed against minister, 
and people against people. I have no liking for con- 
test 'y nay, my spirit shrinks from it. The very appear- 
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ance of opposition to any of my own denomination, and 
especially to their benevolent efforts, is abhorrent to my 
feelings. But what can I do ? Leave the field I dare 
not. Cease to instruct and warn this people of their 
sins, I dare not I am hedged in on every side, and 
what remains for me to do ? Blessed Savior ! hast 
not thou brought me into these circumstances 1 Was 
it not thy good pleasure, that this church and congre- 
gation should be formed, that they should unite in 
erecting a house for thee ; and is it not in thy heart 
to give them success in their efforts ? Oh ! I look to 
thee. Give me heavenly wisdom, that I may conduct 
myself so as to meet thy approbation. Especially, be 
near thy unworthy servant this day, that he may be 
filled with a holy peace, and dispense the life-giving 
word with plainness, power, and fervor of heart." 

It was not in vain that he looked to the Redeemer, 
and appealed to him in this emergency. True to his 
promise, the Savior appeared for his help, and brought 
him deliverance. The result will show that " it is bet- 
ter to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in 
princes." 

Hitherto the church, though formed on Presbyterian 
principles, had stood alone, having no Presbyterial 
connection. Measures were taken, by the appointment 
of a committee for the purpose, on the 8th of October, 
to bring it under the fostering care of the Presbytery. 
This object was effected on the 14th of the same 
month. It then consisted of 34 members, of whom 17 
had been admitted on profession of their faith. Of the 
whole number only nine were males. 

Nothing daunted, he continued to pursue the object 
which had brought him into this rugged field of labor. 
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Jfav. 1, he remarks, — " I cannot, this evening, very 
much doubt whether I love the cause of God. I have 
just returned from my lecture on the Island, where I 
appeared to have the special assistance of the Divine 
Spirit. My text was, * Prepare to meet thy God, O Is- 
rael !' and God enabled me to push the subject hard 
against the consciences of my hearers. Thanks be to 
his name, he does remember us in our low estate. He 
has not deserted his little church here, and, I trust, he 
never will desert it." 

He had not yet, however, given up all thoughts of 
the West. To his parents he writes, the next day, as 
follows : — " I have delayed writing to you for some 
time past, very much on account of the unwillingness I 
experience to announce to you what I know will prove 
a serious disappointment : viz. — that I am not permit- 
ted to visit Ohio this fall. I did hope to do it. But I 
am forced to feel that I am a soldier, enlisted under the 
great ^captain of our salvation,' and subject to his 
command. I cannot, I dare not, select the field and 
service which would be most gratifying to my natural 
inclinations. I must take up the cross. You can 
hardly imagine how much I do, at times, long to be 
with you ; to see the little church in the wilderness, 
and to be made the means of strengthening their hands 
in the good work, to which they have professed their 
attachment. I should indeed rejoice to assemble so 
many of my old acquaintances and friends as I should 
find in Atwater, and expound unto them the word of 
life. And I still have faith to believe that God will 
afford me the desired opportunity. 

" I do not see any probability that I shall continue 
here longer than till spring, unless something very de- 
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cided occurs in regard to my circumstances. I shall 
not calculate to continue any longer as a missionary. 
The church and congregation to whom I am now 
preaching, have been collected through my instrumen- 
tality. They are, of course, not a little attached to 
me. I could not leave them now without exposing 
them to be entirely scattered. They are making great 
exeKions to erect a house for worship, and with some 
prospect of success. Already the building is inclosed^ 
and we expect to meet in it for divine service, the com- 
ing winter. 

" You will naturally ask — ' How do you calculate to 
get away in the spring with less difficulty than now V 
— ^The answer is,-— I may, in the mean time, direct 
their attention to some other one as a fit person to la- 
bor among them. I shall be able to plead long-con- 
tinuance in the missionary service. Or, if they should 
insist upon having me for their minister, and my judicious 
friends should advise my continuing with them, I may 
do it on condition of first visiting my friends in Ohio. 

^<I continue to enjoy a comfortable measure of 
health, though my duties are singularly arduous. My 
lungs are strong, and my voice improves by use. I can 
truly say, that I have no desire of settling in New-York. 
Give me elbow-room. I love the open air, and open 
country-hearts. The every-day-exhibitions of wicked- 
ness in the streets of this great city are appalling to the 
serious mind. Everything serious and moral is trampled 
under foot. I trust you do remember me in your re- 
tirements. I need more grace." 

At the expiration of the first year of his missionary 
labors, he writes as follows : — " We enjoy much satis- 
faction in witnessing the Christian union and order 
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which have thus far distinguished this little company. 
The Spirit of God is not yet removed from us. The 
increase of the congregation keeps pace with that of 
the church. Our meetings for worship are better at- 
tended than at any former period. In short, when I 
look around me, and contrast the present circumstances 
of this people with what they were a year since, I am 
encouraged. ^The Lord hath done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad.^ Impressions, favorable to 
religion, have been made on a large and most impor- 
tant section of this growing city, which, we hope, will 
go down to succeeding generations ; and, to crown the 
whole, the little clouds, which rose and poured upon 
us their mercy-drops, still linger in our sl^, and seem 
to be collecting for a still more refreshing shower.'' 

Measures had recently been taken for the formation 
of a Presbyterian Education Society. A preliminary 
meeting had been held on the 23d of October, of min- 
isters and others in the session-room of the Brick church 
in New-York, at which a committee had been appoint- 
ed to prepare a plan for organizing such a Society. 
This committee met, Nov. 10th, in the session-room of 
the Wall-street church, and agreed upon a constitution, 
to be submitted to a convention that was to meet at 
New- Brunswick, N. J., on the 27th of the same month. 

In this enterprise Mr. Baldwin deeply sympathized. 
He greatly desired that a society should be formed that 
would secure the patronage of the whole Presbyterian 
church. He attended the convention, but was greatly 
dissatisfied with the result, as will be seen from the fol- 
lowing : 

" Saturday y J^Tov, 29. Returned this afternoon from 
Brunswick, whither I went to a convention of clergy- 
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men and laymen, assembled for the purpose of forming 
an Education Society for the Presbyterian church. 
The thing did not succeed as had been anticipated. 
Drs. A. and M. from Princeton had it evidently in 
view, to shape the constitution so as to promote the in- 
terests of the Theological Seminary at Princeton ; the 
Hopktnsians were over-jealous of them ; and so they 
came to a complete rupture. The two professors 
left the meeting before the business was finished. 
A society is formed, but it cannot be a general 
one. The Old Calvinists will not lift a finger, un- 
less it be to form one in opposition. I calculate 
on seeing' this business made a handle of, to kindle 
anew the flames of discord between the two parties. 
Alas ! O Lord ! what desolations have contentions 
among brethren occasioned ! Breathe into thy dear 
people a spirit of forbearance, of mutual confidence, of 
Christian humility and active zeal. Oh ! permit not 
the body of Christ to be rent asunder. 

^^I returned from the meeting much disappointed, 
and, most of all, chagrined with myself. Never may I 
again be left to follow the motions of any man, unless 
they perfectly accord with my own views. I might 
have prevented the decision which separated the meet- 
ing, but I trusted to my fathers in the ministry.'' 

It was now becoming daily more evident to him that 
duty required him to remain in New-York. To a friend 
in N— — k, he writes, — ^^ Had I time enough at my 
command, I would be in Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
New-York, and Ohio, looking up my long-neglected 
friends. But what, in the mean time, would become 
of this dear inquiring people ? So, I am fixed here at 
last, and I can say, willing to be fixed. Yes, I find 
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rich revrard for my labors here, in the labor itself. My 
friend, I trust, knows something about the happiness 
that arises from denying ourselves for Christ's sake. 

God is good to me. Yes, J , I feel it, and should 

do wrong in not acknowledging it to so near a friend. 
The more I exert myself for Christ, the more I love his 
character, his cause, his service ; — the more assurance 
I have of being hereafter where he is, to behold his 
glory. I am also more persuaded daily, that the best 
way to obtain the consolations of religion, is to be ac- 
tively employed in promoting its interests. This pas- 
sage of Scripture has been, of late, forcibly impressed 
upon my mind, — ^ Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you.' The fad of our belonging to 
Christ must precede the evidence of its existence. If 
we are Christ's disciples, we can be assured of our 
being his, only by our having performed his commands; 
or, what amounts to the same, being conscious of a de« 
sire to perform them. Yet many Christians would 
direct a person to be comfortably assured of his piety 
previously to his doing some of the plainest and most 
imperative duties. They would direct him to find evi- 
dence without possessing it, or putting himself in the 
way to possess it." 

The house of worship was so far completed, Decem- 
ber 20tb, that the basement-story was on that day 
opened for public worship. His feelings on the occa- 
sion are thus expressed : — " Dec. 27. The Lord is 
merciful. He evidently prospers the efforts of his peo- 
ple, to establish the regular ministration of Christian 
criinances in this neighborhood. The session-room of 
the new church having been opened the last Sabbath, 
the number of hearers has greatly increased. We have 
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DOW the prospect of soon witnessing a respectable con- 
gregation collected. May the good Lord accomplish 
this, which we anticipate." 

The partial occupancy of their new house was to him 
and his flock an event of great interest, and it led them 
to engage earnestly in prayer for the Holy Spirit. Af- 
ter so many struggles, it was cheering to know that 
God had thus far prospered them ; and they could not 
but be anxious that from the first it might be conse- 
crated by the presence of God. 

Nor did they pray and look in vain. It soon became 
evident that the Lord was shedding upon them the 
dews of divine grace. To a friend he writes about this 
time: 

" The good work appears to go forward. We have 
a few new instances of hopeful conversion, and several 
of conviction. Christians are awake, united and ac- 
tive. I see but one obstacle in the way of an extensive 
revival of religion, and that is, an unworthy minister, 
whose labors God is, nevertheless, as yet, pleased to 
bless. I wonder, my dear friend ! But so it is. Pray 
that he may be rendered more, active, prudent, success- 
ful and humble. We had, the last evening, a meeting 
at my room of selected persons, comprising those who 
have obtained hopes, a few experienced Christians, and 
some who were under conviction. The solemnity, the 
Christian love, the anxiety which pervaded the little 
assembly, were such as to answer our expectations, 
and almost lead some to exclaim, ' Verily God is here.' 
But I may say too much. We tremble lest the Spirit 
should in any way be grieved." 

Again, " Jan. 17, 1819, We have enjoyed a pleas- 
ant communion-ses^an to-day. Five have on the oc- 

10* 
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casion been added to this church. Our number is now 
forty-three, and several are expecting soon to unite 
with us. The congregation exhibits a corresponding 
increase. Our lecture-room is already full, and we be- 
gin to feel the necessity of finding more spacious ac- 
commodations. But, amid all this success, we cannot 
but rejoice with trembling. When I look at my own 
heart, so attached to the world, — at my life, so far 
removed from the bright image of him who is example 
as well as Savior, I cannot but fear lest God should 
leave me to lifeless, unprofitable ministrations. I need 
exactly what is comprehended in one short word — 
grace. I do love my work, and if I do not deceive my 
own soul, I have this day experienced such sweetness 
in the things of God, as can be found nowhere but in 
him. ' Bless the Lord, my soul !' " 

In his diary, he speaks of the joy that filled his soul 
on the occasion of administering the Lord's Supper for 
the first time in the new house :—" Jan, 17. Have a 
most delightful sense of the presence and love of God. 
Though he should slay me, yet would I trust in him. 
I have this day administered the Lord's Supper and 
preached two sermons to this congregation. By leave 
of Providence I hope to address them again this even- 
ing. I do indeed need Divine help to go through with 
the arduous labors which devolve upon me. To thee, 
O God ! do I look up. Oh ! strengthen me yet again, 
and my heart and my ]ips shall bless thee." 

The prospect continued to brighten : — " Lord^s day^ 
Jan. 31. A good day. I have experienced great 
solemnity of feeling at each of my three services in 
the house of God to-day; but my evening-service was 
peculiarly interesting to me. It was on the subject of 
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the rest in heaven. I was enabled to speak with much 
fluency and some power ; and I am not without hopes, 
that God will sanctify it to those who were present. 
Indeed, the appearance is, that we shall have a revival 
of religion here. God grant that we may. I think 
that I desire it, that I long and pray for it»" 

The course which he pursued in relation to Mr. 
Steel was in the highest degree conciliatory. Instead 
of thwarting the eflForts of his rival, he took pleasure in 
showing the utmost good-will. He cheerfully co-ope- 
rated with him, invited him to take part in the ser- 
vices of his own congregation, and readily complied 
when he himself was invited in turn. So effect- 
ual were these expressions of good-will, that Mr. Steel 
soon resolved to retire from the field, declaring that it 
was impossible to contend with such a man. He ac- 
cordingly abandoned the ground at the end of less than 
four months' labor, and Mr. Baldwin was left in pos- 
session. 

The Society which employed Mr. Steel made dili- 
gent efforts to procure another missionary, who could 
devote his whole time to the service, but were unable 
to accomplish their object. In the mean time, Mr. M. 
0. Stansbury was employed as a temporary supply. 
Finding that the enterprise was likely to prove a fail- 
ure, they offered to sell the house and lease of ground 
to a Methodist congregation which had recently been 
gathered in the neighborhood, and were then worship- 
ing in the school-room in firoome-street, just vacated 
by Mr. B.'s church. The offer not being accepted, 
they concluded to lease the property to the Methodist 
Society at an annual rent of $225. It changed hands 
about May 1, 1819, and was occupied by the present 
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Willet street church for six years. After this it passed 
into the hands of the Baptists, and served as the gath- 
ering-place of the present Cannonwstreet church, by 
whom it was occupied until the spring of 1841, when 
the building was converted into dwelling-houses. 

Fully appreciating the protecting care which Qod 
was thus manifesting for the little flock, Mr. Baldwin 
renewed his efforts to advance the holy cause to which 
he had been devoted. His whole soul appears to have 
been intent upon his work, and to have been filled with 
corresponding spiritual enjoyment. The following ex- 
tract exhibits him in a most desirable frame of mind : 
'*^ " Feb. 10. For some time past, I have been pecu- 
liarly assisted in discharging the duties which devolve 
upon me, as a minister of the gospel. My lectures are 
to me an almost constant source of enjoyment. I find 
the sanctuary a delight. But, during some part of the 
present week, I have been uncommonly blessed. I 
have, at the present moment, an almost overwhelming 
sense of the mercy of God to me. My mind is actu- 
ally too much affected with it, to be fit for active duty. 
I contemplate and wonder. Can it be that so vile and 
worthless a worm of the dust is permitted to take hold 
of the promises of God ? May / go to the never-failing 
source of happiness, and drink forever? Is the all- 
merciful Savior, with his richest favors, mine ? Yes, 
he is mine ; my elder brother ; for I possess the spirit 
of adoption, and can look up and call God my Father. 
The blessings of redemption are mine, for my * life 
is hid with Christ in God,' and none shall be able to 
pluck it out of the hands of God. 

I need not, then, fear the approach of calamity and 
death — I do not. But I do greatly fear that I shall 
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be left to grieve that Holy Spirit by which I am 
sealed. I cannot bear the thought of doing one thing 
or of saying one word^ which shall bring an injury 
upon the cause of Christ. I love thee, my Savior ! 
Thou hast unfolded to me thine ineffable beauties. I 
cannot describe, I cannot speak, but I can, and do, feel 
them. And I long to be with thee where thou art, 
that I may behold thy glory. I would not hasten un- 
called into thy presence ; all the days of my appointed 
time would I cheerfully wait, till my change come ; 
but most pleasant to me, will be the approach of thy 
messenger, to take me hence. I do long to have fin- 
ished my course, that I may be rendered pure from my 
iniquities. 

" God is giving me constantly increasing encourage* 
roent to labor in this place. The number of my hear- 
ers and friends is increasing. Some individuals are 
experiencing the convicting influences of the Holy 
Spirit. God grant that they may be brought to rejoice 
in atoning blood." 

Such feelings must have given great unction to the 
preacher. And therefore the people soon began to 
exhibit their deep concern in the truths that thus came 
from bis lips. Feb. 21, he says, ^^ Our little place of 
worship has been tolerably well filled, morning and 
evening ; in the afternoon it was crowded. The Spirit 
of the Lord was evidently in the midst of us. Several 
individuals were deeply aflfected and wept ; especially 
during the evening-service. With such scenes before 
me, and with such feelings as I have this evening ex- 
perienced, I cannot greatly doubt my interest in the 
great salvation. I love thee, O my precious Redeemer ! 
I love thee as I love no other being. And thou mani- 
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festest to roe, guilty and worthless as I am, that thou 
hast accepted the offerings of my heart. I will not 
doubt, for my help is laid upon thy arm, and my salva- 
tion is secured by thy promise. I do not question thy 
faithfulness. Though thou shouldst slay me, yet would 
I trust in thee ; though I should walk through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, I would fear no evil." 

In a communication to the Missionary Board, of the 
2d of March following, he says, -" I am happy to ac- 
quaint the Board that God still continues to this people 
the refreshing influences of his Spirit. There has, in- 
deed, scarcely been a time, since the commencement of 
my labors here, when we could not point to individu- 
als who were the subjects of religious impressions of the 
most decided character ; and though some, whose anx- 
ieties are awakened, return to their former state of 
carelessness, others are brought to submit themselves 
to the Savior, and to find deliverance in him. In- 
stances of the latter kind have multiplied of late, and 
we have reason to believe that the good work is con- 
siderably on the increase." 

Of this work of refreshing he further writes in his 
diary : — ^^ March 19. Last evening the session of this 
church met, and received to their communion 17 per- 
sons, of whom 13 were from the world, and 3 recently 
converted. Thus God succeeds the efforts of his peo- 
ple in this neighborhood. Several hopeful converts 
hope to be able to unite with us the next communion, 
and the good work is still progressing. ^ Bless the 
Lord, my soul !' 

" ^pril 4. Have had, a full and attentive audience 
this morning. The Spirit of God is still operating 
among us. — I think that, at no former period, was the 
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work SO interesting and powerful. I feel somewhat 
animated and strengthened in it, hut neither love, nor 
faith, nor zeal, answerable to the day. divine Sav- 
ior! give me more abundant grace — give me more 
devotedness to thy cause.'* 

The work of completing the church-edifice did not 
progress according to expectations. Many of the sub- 
scriptions, though made in good faith, were never real- 
ized. Early in 1819 this country, in common with the 
whole commercial world, was visited " with great and 
unexampled pecuniary embarrassments, deeply affect- 
ing the condition of all classes of persons in the land. 
In the month of May, upwards of forty houses in the 
cotton-trade failed in a single week ; and so great was 
the distress, that the President was entreated to con- 
vene Congress as early as possible, in consideration of 
the calamitous state of the Union.'' 

This pressure began to be severely felt in Great 
Britain on the event of the General Peace in 1815, 
was greatly aggravated by the almost total failure of 
the crops in the unexampled cold summer of 1816, and 
continued for years afterwards, reducing tens of thou- 
sands from opulence to beggary, and the poorer classes 
to the very borders of starvation. So extensive were 
the failures in this country during the spring and sum- 
mer of 1819, that every thing like commercial confi- 
dence was almost annihilated throughout the United 
States. In the autumn it was estimated that there 
were 20,000 persons daily seeking employment in the 
city of New-York, and as many in Philadelphia unable 
to find the means of comfortable subsistence. 

In this state of things, it was found to be impossible 
for the congregation under Mr. Baldwin's care, having 
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exhausted their means, and being already embarrassed 
with debty to proceed with the work of finishing thar 
house of worship, and it was reluctantly suspended for 
a time. 

Shortly after the arrival of Mr. Baldwin in the city, 
in November, 1817, he had formed an acquaintance 
with Miss Julia C. Baldwin, of Newark, N. J., who 
was then on a visit to one of their mutual friends. 
This acqu^ntance soon resulted in a permanent friend- 
ship, and an engagement to live for each other, and the 
cause of truth and righteousness. The correspondence 
which resulted from these engagements was strictly 
religious in its character, and as pure as the most fas- 
tidious could desire. It manifested on his part a desire 
above all things, that the beloved of his heart should 
be eminently qualified by every grace, intellectual and 
spiritual, to be the companion of a gospel-minister, and 
a helper to him in his arduous work. 

The following extract from this correspondence is 
subjoined as a specimen. It contains some useful hints 
on epistolary writing and Christian influence, and is 
part of a long and interesting letter of two sheets. 

" The pleasure which we derive from letters depends 
very much upon the amount of information that they 
contain. ^ That,' Dr. Dwight would say, ' is a good 
letter. It contains facts.' The best religious intelli- 
gence, together with the most interesting occurrences 
in our family or neighborhood, but especially a simple 
and minute account of our own affairs, thoughts, and 
conclusions respecting almost every subject, constitute 
the proper materials for letters. I would by no means 
exclude description and sprightly remark. There is 
scarcely a more useful exercise than giving the charac- 
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ter of the books we read, or, where it can be done 
safely, of the persons with whom we associate, 

" This leads me to express a thought that has often 
occurred to me, viz., that it is desirable to have posses-* 
sion of every avenue to the hearts of men. I would cul- 
tivate my taste in order to recommend religion to my 
fellow-men through the medium of taste. I would, if 
possible, become acquainted with many of the little 
items of politeness, otherwise useless, to catch a few 

such persons as M in their wanderings from God. 

For the same reasons, I would avoid, in my conversa- 
tion with the world, many religious phrases, which 
they do not understand ; but which are always accom* 
panied, to their minds, by degrading associations. 
Christians become so accustomed to each other's phra- 
seology, that they frequently use words improperly, 
* We have had,' some would say, ' a revival in our 
society.' *A revival of what?' asks a man of the 
world. And he does it correctly enough, too, if dic- 
tionaries and the best use of language is regarded. 
Again, we talk of twenty sinners being under convic- 
tion. * Convicted of what V the man of the world 
again asks. It is a style of conversation made up of 
such phrases, which is sometimes denominated religious 
cant. Now I would throw aside every thing in my in- 
tercourse with men, that would unnecessarily preju- 
dice their minds against the gospel of Christ. 

" But here comes the difficulty. The world are, in 
fact, opposed to real godliness in any shape. My en- 
deavors to conform to them in things indifferent, brings 
me to the borders of transgression. I know of but one 
way to escape the danger ; — constant and prayerful 
watchfulness against it. If we frequently consult the 
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word of Grod, and pioos books, and take the advice of 
pious, judicious friends, we shaU not greatly err. After 
all, must not the Christian who would do his duty and 
live in accordance with his profesnon, calculate on 
being thought singular? He must But his piety 
should rather be singular in degree than complexion/^ 
After a familiar acquaintance, resulting in a con- 
stantly-increasing mutual esteem and attachment, they 
were united together in the bonds of wedlock, at New- 
ark, N. J., on the 12th of May, 1819. It was a day 
to which neither of them ever looked back but with un- 
feigned gratitude to Grod. Eminently fitted as he was 
for the conjugal relation, his union with the chosen ob- 
ject of his affections made him both a happier and 
more usefiil minister of the Lord Jesus Christ Their 
union was 



<f 



-harmony itself, 



Attuning all their passions into love ; 

Where friendship full exerts her softest powV, 

Perfect esteem enliven'd by desire 

Ineflfable, and sympathy of soul ; 

Thought meeting thought, and will preventing will, 

With boundless confidence." 
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CHAPTER X. 

Pecuniary troubles. — The prospect brightens. — Birth of a son. — 
Visits Connecticut. — House of worship completed. — Installa- 
tion. — A season of revival. — Death of his first-born. — Visit to 
Pittsfield, Mass. — Becomes Secretary of the Missionary So- 
ciety. 

A FEW weeks after his marriage Mr. Baldwin was 
afflicted with a severe illness, which for several weeks 
interrupted his hitherto-unintermitted labors. 

His mind, for some time after his recovery, was far 
from being in a high spiritual frame. The excitement 
attendant upon his commencing a householder, and the 
necessary occupation of his mind, to a greater or less 
extent, in affairs more secular than those to which he 
had become accustomed, deprived him of that compo- 
sure which he so greatly coveted. 

He gradually, however, recovered his composure 
and peace, as appears from the following record : 

" Dec. 26. Am disposed to testify this evening to 
the goodness of God extended to me. He has mani- 
festly afforded me his assistance, in the exercises of this 
day. I think I have experienced his love shed abroad 
in my soul ; and that I have an increasing desire to be 
diligent, self-denying and useful in his service. There 
appears to be some indications of a religious revival 
and reformation among us. God grant that we may 
not be disappointed in our hopes ; and that nothing 
may be found either in the preacher, or God's pro- 
fessing people here, to intercept the blessing." 
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During the ivbole of the year 1819^ the congrega- 
tion were greatly embarrassed through the pressure of 
the times. The work of completing their church-edi- 
fice was entirely suspended. In the month of June, 
they were driven to the measure of making a geners^l 
appeal to the charities of the Christian community in 
the city. They were encumbered with debt, to the 
amount of more than $6000, and their creditors were 
pressing them for the payment of their obligations. 
Judgment had already been obtained against them at 
law, and their property was liable to be sold under the 
hammer. There seemed to be but little prospect of re- 
lief. Every day the darkness thickened. Ordinary 
faith would have failed in such an emergency, and the 
enterprise itself perhaps have been abandoned. 

These trials greatly affected the susceptible heart of 
the self-denying missionary.—Under date of Feb. 27, 
1820, he writes, — ^^ The Lord is laying upon me trials 
of a peculiar kind. His providence, in regard to this 
people are, beyond measure, dark. I know that we 
deserve affliction. Yes, blessed God ! thou layest upon 
us not the half of what our transgressions deserve ; 
but, Oh ! spare thy people, and give not thy heritage 
to reproach. Let not the enemy have occasion to tri- 
umph over us. — The situation of my people, in regard 
to their pecuniary affairs, has tried me. I fear that I 
do not experience that submission, which is justly re- 
quired of God." 

At this very time, however, help was at hand. Six 
days afterwards he records the goodness of the liord as 
follows : — ^** March 4. It becomes me to make mention 
of the loving-'kindness of God toM^ards the people 
among whom I labor. The trustees have, during the 



REV. DR. BALDWIN. 237 

present week, succeeded in obtaining the desired loan 
of $6,8009 and taken up the notes which threatened 
the most distressing pecuniary embarrassments. We 
have now the prospect of seeing the church completed 
by the first of May. This event is, to me, one of the 
most encouraging nature. It shows the watchful care 
of Providence over this institution. May the Grod of 
all grace still be our helper. To thee, thee only, would 
I look up." 

The amount of the above-mentioned loan was re- 
ceived on the 3d of March, and at the expiration of 
the day following, less than two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars remained in the hands of the Treasurer ; all the 
remainder had been absorbed in the liquidation of their 
debts. Yet with this small sum only in hand, they 
went forward, trusting in God to carry them through 
the work of completing their house of worship. 

Encouraged by the brightening prospect, Mr. Bald- 
win now speaks like another man : " March 19. Ex- 
perienced a delightful calmness of spirit tbis morning. 
* The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice, let the multi- 
tude of the isles be glad thereof.' His dealings with 
me and the people among whom I labor, are singularly 
kind and merciful. The church is still protected, — the 
congregation still increases ; — and we have now the 
prospect of seeing the house of worship, on which so 
many prayers and self-denying exertions have been 
bestowed, speedily finished; — and, what is infinitely 
more desirable, we seem to have the influences of the 
Holy Spirit among us.'' 

An event now occurred which gave rise to an en- 
tirely new class of emotions, and drew forth from his 
lips renewed acknowledgments of the divine bounty. 
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On the first of Jnne he became the happy father of his 
first-bom child. — ^ June 4. Am not a little affected 
in view of the mercies which have recently been con- 
ferred upon my family. My dear wife was, last Thurs- 
day night, delivered of a promising son, whom we 
hope to have the privilege of educating for God. He 
came to us the first day of June ; a day long to be re- 
membered by us, and by me in particular.'' 

The house of worship was shortly after completed, 
and on the third Sabbath of June, (18th,) solemnly set 
apart to the service of the Great Head of the Church. 
On this occasion, sermons were preached by the Rev. 
Drs. Spring and Romeyn, and the Rev. P. M. Whelp- 
ley. 

" June 25. Preached to-day, for the first time, in 
the upper part of the church. Audience probably one 
third larger than we were accustomed to have in the 
basement-story ; but still it appeared extremely small. 
Small it certainly is, considering the hundreds who 
might very well attend; and who now spend their 
Sabbaths in every species of worldly employment or 
unprofitable amusement." 

His diary through the summer shows that the feeble 
state of his health had an unfavorable effect upon his 
spirits, and at times to take a most gloomy view of his 
religious state. Thus he exclaims, Aug. 20 : " Much 
in the dark ; — unfaithful in all things. I see nothing 
but sin in myself; — fear that I never did any thing but 
sin." 

The greater part of the month of September was 
spent in visiting his friends in Connecticut. — " I took 
my journey," he says, " through Norwalk, where I 
left my wife and little son, and proceeded through 
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Fairfield, where I spent the first Sabbath, to New* 
Haven and to Durham. I spent my second Sabbath 
at Litchfield, and my third in Durham. The Lord is 
reviving his work at New-Haven, in the most gracious 
manner. Yale College has been visited. About thirty 
students are hoping in Christ. The number of hopeful 
converts in town is much larger, and the work still 
continues. I think I felt some satisfaction in observing 
its features and progress. My mind has been more 
serious for several weeks past, and I have thought that 
I do experience, at times, a spirit of devotion.'* 

The completion of the church-edifice, cheering as it 
was to him and the people, deeply involved the con- 
gregation. Their indebtedness in October, 1820, was 
nearly $9000. The amount receivable from the rent- 
ing of pews was not sufficient to pay the interest of 
the debt, and the collections taken every Sabbath 
barely sufficient to pay the incidental expenses. This 
state of things afforded but a poor prospect of support 
for a pastor and his family. Yet, relying on the continued 
patronage of the Missionary Society, the congregation 
met on the 30th of October, and unanimously resolved 
to invite Mr. Baldwin to become their pastor, at a 
yearly salary of f 800. The manner in which he re- 
ceived the call appears from the following letter to his 
parents, dated Dec. 13 : 

" I have often been led to wonder, when I have con- 
sidered the way in which God has been pleased to lead 
me, these ten years past. Scarcely any one of my great 
plans for life has been accomplished ; and yet Provi- 
dence has continued to succeed and to bless me. I am 
made to pursue an unexpected and sometimes perplex- 
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iog pathy but I appear to myself to be most kindly di- 
rected. 

^* My labors in this city, particularly, are what I did 
not anticipate. I came hither from Massachusetts with 
my apparel, manuscripts, and books, all well packed 
for a long journey. My probable destination then was 
the region of Buffalo for the succeeding winter, and 
Ohio for the summer. But I was stopped here and set 
to work among the lanes and suburbs of this city. Ex- 
perience taught both the Society and mysdif, the wis- 
dom of confining my labors to a given section of the 
city. I had one assigned, which was populous, but 
immoral and extremely destitute of the means of grace. 
There was no preaching of any sect near me, except- 
ing occasional lectures. Probably not one in ten indi- 
viduals, of the thousands around me, attended at any 
church, or gave the Christian Sabbath any respect. 

^^ Among this large and increasing, but extremely 
destitute people, I commenced preaching the gospel. 
The Lord succeeded my very defective labors, — poured 
out his Spirit upon the hearers, — enabled us to form a 
church, — and to commence the effort of erecting a 
house for his worship. The church and congregation 
were, soon after their formation, received under the 
care of the Presbytery, and have continued to increase. 
The former now contains more than one hundred mem- 
bers ; and the latter about that number of families. 
Both are collected in a great measure from the high- 
ways and hedges. The neighborhood has assumed a 
higher character for morality. Many persons are be- 
ginning to attach themselves to the congregation, from 
actual experience and observation of its happy influ- 






BCV. DB. BALDWIN. 241 

« 

ence and manifest prosperity. The church, ivhich is 
now finished, will accommodate eight hundred or a 
thousand persons. It. is a neat building, and hand- 
somely painted. Beyond this, we still obser\e a 
movement of the Holy Spirit in the congregation. 
Three instances of hopeful conversion have occurred 
within a few weeks, and some other persons are re- 
ligiously impressed. 

** Such, my dear parents, has been the success of 
my feeble efforts for Christ in this city. I have drawn 
around me a young and growing church and congrega- 
tion. Many of this church look to me as to their spir- 
itual father ; and the congregation in general place in 
me a confidence which far transcends my deserts. 
What, then, can I say to a unanimous and urgent ap- 
plication of this people to me, to become their settled 
pastor 1 Such an application has been made, — ^with- 
out a dissenting voice, or an opposing individual. I 
endeavored to prevent it, and to turn their attention to 
another person, that I might be left free to find a place, 
and, if the will of God had so directed, to settle in the 
country. But I found it impossible to control the 
choice of the people. The appearance, and, indeed, 
the declaration was, that if I left the congregation, 
many of its members would leave it ; — and perhaps the 
institution itself would come to nothing. I have con- 
sidered the will of God, in this case, to be sufficiently 
plain. My Christian friends concur with me in this 
opinion. Preparations are accordingly making for my 
installation, the 26th of this month. The whole ar- 
rangement has been contrary to my choice. I prefer 
the country ; — ^I long for the sight, if I cannot long en- 
joy the society, of my nearest relatives j — ^but I can 

11 
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only say — ^ The wffl of the Lord be dooe.' Andlhope 
that you will be enabled to say it" 

In his annual communication to the Board of Direct- 
ors, at the dose of the third year of his missionary la- 
boiVy he sums up the result as follows: 

** I hare rq^larly maintained three serrices on the 
Lord's day, and, in general, two lectures durii^ the 
week : beudes oonductinc: stated meetines for prajer* 
Tisiti.^ the mk, M^ funerds, aJ^devoti^ > 
large portion of my time to family-instruction. I widt 
I could add, that we I|ave observed Christ's special 
presence, and the reviving influences of the H(Jy Spirit, 
evidently pervading our frequent assemblies. — Some 
instance of religious conc^n and apparent conversion 
have been witnessed; and from present appearances 
we are encouraged to hope, that God has not with- 
drawn from us bis Holy Spirit. Considerable attention 
has been paid to the instruction of children, particularly 
those of the church and congregation. The feeble state 
of my health, during a portion of the year, has prevent- 
ed my doing for them all that I could have wished. 
When health and other circumstances have permitted^ 
i have maintained a catechetical lecture, and such 
other services as seemed most likely to advance their 
knowledge and interest in divine things, 

*^ We have also connected with the congregation two 
Sabbath-Schools, both at present very flourishing 
which are principally under the direction of persons 
professing godliness. 

^ ]bi short, it is manifest, that the best of causes is 
rapidly gaining ground in this section of the city. 
When I reflect on its neglected and fearful situa* 
tion three years since, and consider the steps, by which 
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the hope expresoed in the fir^ annual report of your 
Society respecting it has been realized, I am forced to 
exclaim, — * What hath God wrought !' He has evi- 
dently followed our feeble and unworthy exertions 
with his gracious smiles. 

. ** The gospel-standard is now fairly erected in this 
neighborhood ; the house of God, just completed, will, 
by the ordinary blessing of Providence, soon be filled 
with worshippers. An association of Christians is 
ibmied, which may be expected to increase in number 
ana in fervor, and prove a rich blessing to future gen- 
eratiions. Oh ! who, that has been permitted to con- 
tribute in any degree to produce this cheering result^ 
will not bless God for the privilege of doing it ? Yes, 
it shall be known and mentioned with holy gratitude 
for generations to come, that the Seventh Presbyterian 
church owed its existence, under God, to the Christian 
charity of your benevolent association.'^ 

In his diary, similar mention is made of the hopeful 
appearance of a work of grace among his people. 
Dec 16, he remarks, — ** Had a pleasant Sabbath yes- 
terday. There are some appearances of a work of 
grace among us. God grant that they may prove gen- 
uine, and that the hopes of his people may not be dis- 
appointed. I have felt, for some weeks past, a mor« 
than common anxiety for my people ; but I do not en- 
joy that peace in my own mind, which I desire. I 
often doubt, greatly doubt, whether I do in reality pos- 
sess that religion which I endeavor to recommend to 
others.'* 

In view of his installation he engages more earnestly 
in devotion : '^ Dec. SO. Have set apart this day as 
a day of fasting and prayer. Think I have this mooh 
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ing found some enlftrgement in the duty of sapplica^^ 
tioD. My heart's deare and prayer to God for this 
people is, that they may be saved. I also experience 
a deare to correct the faults and supply the deficiencies 
in my Christian walk. The Lord bestow upon me a 
sincere detestation and abhorrence of all sin. And by 
his grace assisting me, I will, from this day« renew my 
exertions to be entirely devoted to his cause.'' 

The installation took place on die evening of the day 
when he entered upon the 32d year of his age. He 
gives the foUomng account of it, Jan. 2y 182 1. ^ The 
25th of the last month was to me a peculiarly solemn 
and interesting day. Brother Cox was, in the morning, 
installed as pastor of the Spring-street church ; and in 
the evening, I was, in like manner, constituted the sta- 
ted pastor of the Seventh Presbyterian church and 
congregation. My call had been unanimous, and I 
had reason to believe that no family nor individual in 
the congregation regretted my settlement. Services 
commenced at half-past mx o'clock P. M. Brother 
Goldsmith, of Newtown, preached the sermon, Brother 
M'CIelland gave the charge to the pastor, and Brother 
Spring to the congregation." 

At this time the church had received to their com- 
munion, including the original number, 109 souls, of 
whom 64 had been brought in from the world. The 
proportion of males was small, being only 26, or 
scarcely one-fourth. This number had been dimin- 
ished by removals and deaths, so that the church 
scarcely numbered, at the beginning of 1821, a hundred 
persons. 

- It soon became manifest that the Spirit of God was 
exerting a special influence over the congregation. 
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first, the preacher himself is brought to despair of his 
own "Wisdomy and to cast himself on God : ^ Feb. 4. 
Have a lively perception o my unworthiness in the 
sight of God ; and utter insufficiency to convert the 
souls of my hearers. O my God ! do thou take this 
work into diine own hands. I look to thee, and I de- 
sire, I long to see thy power revealed in the midst of 
us. Father! glorify thyself here. Make the stubborn 
souls bow to thee." 

Then follows the evidence that God has taken the 
work into his own hands : — ^ Feb. 24. Have experi«> 
enced, for some time, a great degree of anxiety for 
the spiritual welfare of my flock. I have particularly 
desired, that the Spirit of God might be poured out 
upon them ; and praised be his grace, I have some evi- 
dence that I have not desired it in vam. There is 
every proo^ that a work of God is begun among u& 
God grant that it may contbue, progress, and become 
powerful. Unto thee, heavenly Father ! do I look for 
this most valuable of all mercies. All my confidence 
IS in thee. 

** March 2. In consequence of the hopeful appear- 
ances among my people of late, I have devoted this 
day to fasting and prayer. My heart's desire and 
prayer to God for this people is» that they may be 
saved But I do not experience so much anxiety for 
them as I ought There is a manifest deficiency in my 
zeal and corresponding exertions. Nor do I exercise 
so much submission to God on this subject, as becomes 
one who professes to rely on his faithfulness. The lit- 
tle which I do feel is too exclusively the feeling of 
anxiety. It is Christ's cause, and he will take care of 
bis own. The all-wise Jehovah will do all things well. 
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Righteous Father! enable me to rest with the most com- 
plete and cheerful confidence in thee. Thine eye is upott 
this church, and observes the souls which thou bast 
made. Oh ! let the bowels of thy compasaon yearn 
oyer them. Come, thou Divine Spirit! and breathe 
upon these slain that they may live.^' 

The revival, if such it might be called, was neither 
general nor powerful. About 20 persons were seri- 
ously awakened and led to seek salvation, the greater 
part of whom became the hopeful subjects of divine 
grace. 

In the month of August, it pleased God to call lot 
servant to experience an affliction more severe than 
any through which he had previously been called to 
pass. It is best described in his own language : 

** Aug. 13. It has pleased Ood to lay his afflictive 
hand heavily upon me and my family. We have been 
called to part with our little Elihu. He died Tuesday, 
7th of this month, at half-past 5 P. M., after a distress* 
ing sickness of six days. His complamt was the chol- 
era infantum. His remains were deposited^ Wednesday 
8th, in the Rutgers-«treet Presbyterian burying-ground. 
He was fourteen months and six days old. 

" I do believe that our little boy has gone to a better 
world. We had the satisfaction of giving him up to 
God in baptism, and often endeavored to renew the 
dedication. I felt, during his sickness, a strong pro- 
pensity to pray for the salvation of his soul, and but 
little freedom in pleading for his restoration to health. 
God has done all things well. — We loved our sweet 
babe by far too much, and he has, mercifully for us 
and him, removed him from us." 

A fortnight after this heavy affliction, he and hit 
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eompanioD left the city on a visit to Pittsfield, Mass., 
where God was at that time pouring out bis Spirit in a 
remarkable manner, upon the congregation under the 
care of Mr. Baldwin's former friend and pastor in 
Fairfield, the Rev. H. Humphrey. Here his labors 
were abundant and greatly productive of good. 

" Sept, 21. We sailed from New-York on Thurs- 
day, (Aug. 23,) and did not reach Hudson till Sabbath 
morning, where I spent the day, and preached three 
times for Brother Staunton. I reached Pittsfield the 
next Monday, and found Brother Humphrey and family 
in pleasant circumstances, and the church and congre- 
gation blessed with a glorious revival of religion. I 
continued in Pittsfield about two weeks, attending 
many meetings, and preaching often to large and sol- 
emn assemblies. I preached from Mark 12 : 6, Luke 
15: JO, Acts 9 : 11, Rom. 1 : 16, Heb. 2: 3, John 3 : 
19, Acts 24 : 25, 1 Thess. 5 : 19, Eccl. 11:4 The 
woric appeared to continue in all its power. 

^ My companion and myself receivedv from the peo- 
ple every attention that we could wish, and, in truth, 
more than we could well get along with. On my de- 
parture, I was generously presented with thirty-five 
dollars, as an expression of their gratitude for my la- 
bors among them. 

" I stopped, on my return, at Hudson, where I gave 
an account to Brother Staunton's people of the revival 
in Pittsfield ; — reached New-York on Friday, the fourth 
week after having left it, with my wife in better health, 
and myself not a little recovered from a three months' 
debility.'' 

In his annual report to the Board, made Oct. 9, he 
states, that of the 30 added to the church during the 



S48 MEMon OP 

year, 24 had made profesaon of tfa^ faith in Christ, 
and that all but two of them were heads of families. 
He also speaks of having conducted many familiar lec- 
tures and prayer-meetings in private houses : ^^ I have 
literally preached from house to house ; and the Lord 
has been pleased graciously to own this method of in* 
struction, as a means of preserving in lively exercise a 
spirit of prayer and Christian love, as well as of bring- 
ing sinners to the reception of the truth. My efforts in 
this way have strongly impressed my mind, in favor of 
recommending a like course to the more general atten- 
tion of clergymen in this city. These familiar lectures 
might form a happy medium between the public ser- 
vices of the sanctuary, which are too elevated and dis- 
tant to interest some of our people 3 and the religious 
visits of the pastor, which become embarrassing and 
overwhelming to others. They have, by the blessing 
of God, served very much to advance the prosperity of 
this congregation.'* 

He seems to have had the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of the greatness of the blessings that were to 
come upon the congregation, and through them upon 
ihe city. " It requires,*' he says, " but little discern- 
ment, and no great skill in calculation, to perceive that 
the operations of the Society have been of incalculable 
benefit to this section of the city ; and yet we believe 
that the major part of the blessing is still to come,'' 

His diary about this time shows with what earnest- 
ness he panted after the blessings of full assurance. 
" Jfcv. 3. Am pressed with the necessity of becoming 
a more spiritual and devoted Christian. I cannot be 
contented with merely possessing some little hope of 
my acceptance with Christ ; I wish, I long for Chris- 
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thai aamirance, to be a man full of faith and of good 
works. M J siniuioess is a burden too beavy to be en« 
dured. I am like a captive sold under sin. When 
shall the hour of deliverance^ the year of jubilee, coma 
to flay soul ? ' Lord ! I believe ; help thou my unbe* 
lief.' '' 

At the conamencemeat of the year be had been ap* 
pointed the Assistant Secretary of the Society in whose 
employment he was laboring, and on him it devolved 
to prepare their Annual Report for the year 1821. In 
the close of this report his ardent missionary spirit is 
clearly exhibited. ** The result of five years' practical 
att^ion to this subject, is an overwhelming Conviction, 
that scarcely (me in twenty of professing Christians, 
and a still smaller proportion of our churches, are 
thoroughly awake to the present solemn call for mis^ 
nonary exertions. Without adverting to pagan Asia, 
to Africa and the islaads of the South Sea, or to the 
wide-spreading harvest, beginning to be white for the 
sickle, from the borders of our country to the Southern 
Cape ; our own settlements, planted, and from year to 
year increaaed, by our enterprismg population, present 
a field for missions which has no parallel. Only let the 
standard of the cross move onward with every new 
emigration to the South and West, and a few revolving 
years will disclose the sublime spectacle of a people, 
blessed with the BiUe and religious teachers, and all 
the means of grace, and variety of civil and religious 
privileges, inhabiting from ocean to ocean, and from 
Mexico to the farthest country of the North. 

*' The present generation of American Christians and 
their immediate descendants, seem destined by Provi* 
dence to give rdigious and moral character to a people. 
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more numerous and enterprising and distinguidied for 
arbp and science than the world has ever seen. Shall we 
tamely permit that character to be the stain of infidelity, 
and the disgrace of every vice 1 Shall we look on 
with cold indifference, wlule our rising cities become, 
through the prevalence of error and crime, so many 
sources of corruption to every part of our land ? Will 
piety, will Christian patriotism, fold her hands, while 
each succeeding wave of emigration westward presents 
a darker and still darker aspect, until our nation shall 
meet in character, as it comes in contact with, the 
heathen tribes of Asia ?" 

At the Annual Meeting in December he was chosen 
the Corresponding Secretary of the Society, to succeed 
the Rev. Dr. Spring, who had until now been its most 
ardent friend and faithful servant, and who felt con« 
strained to decline on account of other engagements a 
re-election. Previous, however, to this event, Mr. 
Baldwin had not only taken the liveliest interest in the 
prosperity of the Society, but had devoted no small 
portion of his time to the business-affairs of the Board. 
It was voted in January, 1819, by the Board, ^' that in 
consideration of the faithful and indefatigable labors of 
the Rey. £lihu W. Baldwin, m the service of this So- 
ciety, two hundred dollars be presented him." The 
interest, which he thus early manifested and cultivated 
in the cause of Home-Missions, continued to character-^ 
hue his subsequent course. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

A (General Revival in the city. — United Domestic Missionary 
Society formed. — Yellow Fever. — Birth of a daughter. — La- 
bors in a Revival at Greenwich, Con.-— Also at Newark, K. 
J.-— Yiflit to his parents, in Ohio.^Spiritnal dearth in th# 
church. — Almost discouraged.->Declines a call to Jamaica, 
L. I. — Project of selling the old, and building a new, house of 
worship. 

The commencement of the year 1822 was marked 
by a much more general attention to religion in New* 
York than had been known before; — ^'^ more" in the 
Presbytery of New-York ** than in any preceding period 
since their formation/' This result could be distinctly 
traced to the more general and united supplications of 
the people of God. A union prayer-meeting was com- 
menced in January, 1821^ and held on the Tuesday 
afternoon next succeeding the first Monday in every 
month, in the Mariner's church, in Roosevelt-street. 
It was conducted under the direction of a Committee 
of Arrangements, consisting of one member from each 
of six denominations. The meetings were continued 
through the year, and in the following winter, as the 
q>tritual concern of the people became more apparent, 
semi-monthly meetings of a similar kind, were held in 
other churches. 

Towards the close of the winter-season the interest 
became quite general. A fast-day was appointed by 
the Brick churdi, to be held on the last Tuesday in 
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Febniarjy 1822, to which they ako ioTited all their 
ter-churches in the city. The meeting commenced at 
eleven o'clock, A. M., and ccmtinued rix htmrs "wtthoiit 
intermisaion. The house was crowded with Grod'a 
people, who came to wrestle for the outpouring ot the 
Holy Spirit upon the city. One who was present gives 
the following description of the scene : 

^ Such breathless, solemn attention, I can scarcely 
hope again to see, in my life, among so vaat a muhi*- 
tude. When Mr. Whelpley (pMtor of the Wall-street 
church) arose to address the assembly, in that unpre- 
meditated manner to which he was not used in tbe^ 
pulpit, there was in his whole aspect a bearing and 
aignificaace, hke that of a man consciously m the pre- 
sence of Ood. He presented to the audience the deso-* 
lations of that portion of the field of Zipn wUoh he 
oultiTated. He besoi^bt them to regard the eondfitipii 
of that ehurcfa, which, as a fruitfu} boi^b, had 9mt al» 
branches ovar the wall, whidi were now b«(Giring fr^ 
all wound, while at the root there was decay of moist* 
ness and verdure. The appeal was so ms^ot with 
^attgy and pathos, that aged am Ufted ^ th^ir voice 
and wq^ This was one of the most solemn s^»90bs I 
ever witnessed. A UessiQg manifest^ and immediately 
followed* That appeal was answered with the pray^ni 
d faitin, and these with a revival of religion in his 
chivch, and many soub were the fruit of tbi«i refresbieg*'* 

In all these united efforts for the prcMnotioa of reUgioa 
19 the city, Mn Baldwin zealously partidpatedi and re* 
ceived a rich blessing in return. In the fi^wiJtg eK« 
trada frpm hi^ diary at this period we perceive the saipe 
earnest am^iaty for his people that had hitherto charae- 
t^risMl all bia minialry. 



^ FA. 7th, 1832.— For some wedks past, there has 
been a more than commoB excitement among Christians 
on the subject ci religion. It is manifest, that the Holy 
Spirit has come nigh this j>eopIe. I think that I feel 
his operations in my own sonL Some few sinners have 
been awakened, and one or two are rejoicing in Christ." 

*^ March 24th. — ^For some months pi^it, the Lord has 
graciously afforded me much encouragement in my 
labors among my pt^ple, Seyeral individuals, who 
are heads oS fiimilies and pronuse to afford ^considerable 
aid in sapp<H'ting the goqiel, have recently become 
hopefully pious. Other individuals are iaquiriag after 
the good way. And I am hoping for still greater 

^ It is also a pleasing eifCMiastaacei which ought to 
be reiMmbered wilh the greatest thaiddulaess, that the 
bcFc^ise of the etmgregatiumy for the past six months^ 
has exceeded our expectation. God is mamfestly im-. 
parting to the people a di^xtsition to hear the go^el* 
Mimy are, no doubt, inquiring after the right way, who 
are not partu»ilarly anxious. To God be ail tha 
j^raisew" 

A bap|xy specimen both of his style and Mfisik in 
preac^qg may be seen iix the. clasing partof hissermoa 
at the <^ning of Presbytery, in April of this yean 
After showing that the great enterprise of the church. 
shouU he to convert the world to Cro^, and that no^ 
Christian can escape from the obligation which rests 
upon him to engage in the work, he adds: 

^ This very metropolis, graced as it is with conse- 
crated ^irei^ and blessed wijdi prayerful inhabitant^ 
afibrds ample scope for our most actiye misaonary zeal* 
And sometbiAg beyond our former efforts, or our present 
calculations, must be done. A necessity is laid upon 
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fhe churches in this dty, to evangelize these 30,000 of 
no religious creed. Jesas Christ holds his people here 
responsible for this 'work. If the churches in our con* 
nection cannot be persuaded to give a more practical 
attention to this subject ; if the pastors of our churches, 
and licentiates of our Presbytery, find it impossible to 
pervade this uncultivated, and, to a great extent, un- 
explored field, by preaching the gospel from house to 
house; and the constitution of our church does not 
admit of our pious laity supplying, by their more private 
endeavors, this lack of Christian instruction ; — then may 
the Lord of the harvest give the labor and the reward 
of this noble enterprise to some other communion. 

*' May some other denomination understand the ex- 
tent of the requirement, to let their light lAine before 
men,--and faithfully obey it May other professing 
Christians arise, who shall vindicate their claim to be 
esteemed the followers of Christ, and the worthy imi- 
tators of his apostles and martyrs, by preaching the 
gospel to the poor, to such sinners as must be literally 
sought after, as well as induced by urgent persuasions; 
to take hold on eternal life. And may the time not be 
distant when, through the waking-up of Christendom to 
the perception of her obligations and her privileges, a 
host of faithful laborers fbr Christ, borne on the wings 
of prayer, shall spread over all lands, pervading their 
every district, and nsiting every family of man 5 and 
thus make a most complete experiment of the power 
and faithfulness of Jesus Christ.'' 

It is worthy of remark that the Presbytery regarded 
the subject very much in the same light with their 
Moderator; and whether induced by this sermon or 
not, immediately took measures to enter upon the work. 
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Four days afterwards they organized a ** Presbyterian 
Society for supplying the destitute, within the bounds 
of the Presbytery of New-York, with the means of 
grace^'' It was made the duty of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Society ** immediately to take measures to 
ascertain the number of souls within the bounds of the 
Presbytery, who are destitute of the stated preaching of 
the gospel ; select suitable stations for the establishment 
of new churches and congregations, and employ suitable 
men to labor at such stations." Of this Committee Mr. 
Baldwin was appointed a member. 

One of the results of this measure was the employ- 
ment of the Rev. Matthias Bruen, (without compensa- 
tion, however,) from whose labors resulted the Bleecker- 
street church and congregation. Through their co- 
deration, too, the Mission church in Bancker-street, 
then struggling for existence, were encouraged to 
change their location, and became the Allen-street 
Presbyterian church. 

In such labors as these Mr. B. greatly delighted. He 
was ever ready to help forward an enterprise that bade 
fair to rescue the ignorant, the wretched and the vicious, 
from degradation, pollution and death. Such in fact 
vi^s his own employment throughout his ministry : 

** Dispensing good wherever he came, 
The labors of his life were love." 

The prevalence to so considerable an extent of the 
sgirit of piety and brotherly love- among the churches 
in the city, in consequence of the revival, brought very 
much to an end the alienations and strifes between the 
two Young Men's Missionary Societies, and disposed 
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diem to lay isiik ihar differencoL A eony«riaon of 
delegates from several similar Societies met ia New- 
York, on the 10th of May, and formed the <" United 
Domestic MisBionary Society," with which the riyal 
Societies of New-York cheerfully coalesced. Mr. 
Baldwin represented the Evangdical Society, of which 
he was then t}ie Corresponding Secretary, and greatly 
rejoiced in the union thus happily consummated. He 
became a member of the Executiye Committee, and 
actively engaged in the promotion of its interests. 

The breach which death had made the previous year 
in his femily-circle was, ia some measure, healed by 
the addition to his family, on the 15th of May, ot a 
female child* To this ev^t he ailudes io the following 
extract: 

'^ Lord^i dag, June 16A. — ^The Lord has oontinued to 
▼iat me and my family with sftNcies. My dear wife 
has recovered her str^igth as rapidly as could have 
been expected. Our babe is well and quiet We 
have not as yet wanted apy good thing." 

It sometimes is the case, that he who is seat ^^ to pro* 
claim the acceptable year of the Lord," is constfataed 
very shortly after to tell ^f " the day of vengeance of 
our Crod." The (lurches of the Presbytery of Newr 
York bad scarcely ceased from the joyfiil services of 
the day observed by them (May 7th,) for the purpose 
of praising God for his q)iritual mercies, when they 
were called upon to humble themselves under his afflict- 
ing hand. In the month of July the eity was visited 
once more, and for the last time until now, with the 
desolating and all-dreadied '^ y^Uow fev^." 

How Mr. B. felt and ^ciei, in a season of so much 
peculiar trial»*may be seen from his own statements. 
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^ August 28/1&. — Attended at eleven A. M. a meet- 
ing for prayer, in Spring-street church, that God would 
avert from us the chastisements which, as a city, we 
have reason to fear. It is now several weeks since the 
ydlow fever appeared in Rector-street, hetween Broad- 
way and the North River. Its progress has been very 
slow. The extent of the infected district was small, at 
first ; it has now embraced a part of Greenwich, Broad- 
way and Wall-streets, besides the two streets adjacent 
to and parallel with Rector-street. The number of 
cases reported daily, is from three to ten, and the fever 
is generally mortal. It is generally believed that many 
cases of fever are not reported. But of this the evidence 
is not altogether decisive. The citizens are beginning 
to be much alarmed. Some are removing to the country. 
Others are seeking refuge in the outskirts and more 
airy parts of the city. 

^^ I had myself made some calculation on leaving the 
city, for a few weeks, to regain my strength, and re- 
turn with more energy to my work ; but this state of 
things seems to require my presence with my people. 
There is a loud call for instruction. Many stranjjers 
visit my church, and I hope that all will not go away 
without deriving some benefit from what they hear. 
The Lord be with me, protect me, my dear wife and my 
little one, from the destroying malady, and pour out 
upon me and my people of thy gracious Spirit 

*' I think that I feel, somewhat more sensibly, the need 
of making more vigorous exertions for Christ. The 
prevalence of this sickness tells me of the destruction 
to which souls are exposed.'' 

The third week in October, he attended the meeting 
of the Synod, at Elizabethtown, and complains of him- 
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self that his miod became wandering and stupid. H^ 
adds, and very properly, — ** Alas that such an occasion, 
which ought to excite and inyigorate my zeal, should 
only involve me in greater barrenness of spirit and in- 
difference !" 

His love for revivals of religion, and ei^er desire both 
to enjoy and promote them, must already have been 
noticed. He loved to labor in such seasons, not only 
at home, but when he could be spared, among the con- 
gregations of his brethren. During the autumn of this 
year the Second Congregational church of Greenwich, 
Connecticut, then under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
Isaac Lewis, was blessed with a powerful revival of re> 
ligion. In the early part of November, Mr. Baldwin 
went to the asi^tance of Mr. Lewis, and spent ten days 
among his people, during which he preached sixteen 
times. 

The character of his preaching at such times maybe 
karned somewhat from the passages of Scripture which 
he selected for the themes of his discourse : he enume- 
rates, Rev. 20 : 3, Rom. 12 : 1, 2 Cor. 5 : 20, 1 Kngs 
18: 21, Ads 26: 28, Mark 8: 36, Mark 12: 6, Luke 
15:10, Heb. 2:3, Heb.4:ll, Rom. 1: 16, Luke 
14 : 18, Acts 24 : 25, &c. 

In a letter to Mr. B., he says, ** JSTov. ISth. — ^I am 
much conversant, to say the least, with the revival here 
And there is much need of some one to assist brother 
Lewis. He is almost worn down with continued anx- 
iety and labor. I expect to do something more the 
present week than would consist with my recruiting 
very fast But I shall have a short time of leisure and 
relaxation before ray return. I experience also the 
benefit of this fine atmosphere, in the increase of my 
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appetite, spirits, &c. I preached last Sabbath three 
times. The audiences were large, attentive and solemn. 
But there was not more weeping among them than I 
often witness among my own people. The difference 
is that these sturdy country-minds do not wilt for no- 
thing ; nor do they affect to be overwhelmed when they 
are not. I have seen but little weeping among them. 

** I hope that all is well with my people. The state 
of things here makes me sigh over the coldness and 
stupidity at home. I hope that our good people are 
praying much that I may come back to them in the 
fulness of the blessings of the gospel of peace. May 
every blessing descend upon all that love our little 
Zion." 

About seventy persons had become hopeful subjects 
of the work, when he left to return home, and a con* 
siderable number in addition were under serious im- 
pressions. 

Having completed the fifth year of his missionary- 
labors, he makes the following statement, to the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Society, of the condition and 
prospects of the people of his charge, together with an 
account of his labors during the year. 

" The past year has proved to the Seventh Presby- 
terian congregation, a year of encouragement and 
mercy. More than thirty persons have been added to 
the church, of whom twenty-one are from the world. 
We have had two Sunday-schools, which continue to be 
numerously attended, and conducted with great spirit* 
A third, in the vicinity of Manhattan Island, is support- 
ed, in part, by the members of this congregation. Two 
Bible^classes have been in operation some part of the 
year, — one of them until the prevalence of the fever, 



260 MEUoa OF 

and the alarm which it occasioned^ dispersed the mem* 
bers. Some attention has been given to catechetical 
instruction. Our stated religious services are^ three on 
the Sabbath, one lecture, and from one to two prayer- 
meetings. Besides these stated services, we have fre- 
quent lectures and prayer-meetings, at the request of 
families in the different neighborhoods. I have con- 
ducted, upon an average, from six to eight religious 
services, each week, during the year. There has beea 
constantly one weekly meeting for prayer, exclusively 
for females ; most of the time two, and occasionally 
three. The Sunday-school teachers have also an asso- 
ciation for prayer, which meets every month, and has 
been well supported. 

^^The congregation increases as fast, perhaps, as 
could be reasonably expected from our situation, and 
the moral character of the neighborhood. Nearly 
seventy pews, mostly in the lower part of the church, 
arc taken ; and the remainder, below stairs, have been 
generally occupied by strangers. The revenue of the 
congregation amounts to about one thousand dollars 
per annum, — reckoning from May last. That of the 
preceding year, including some extraordinary efforts, 
amounted to about eight hundred. I should judge, that 
we are one fourth more numerous and able than we 
were twelve months ago. Were it not for their debt, 
which is, unhappily, large and oppressive, the present 
means of the congregation would meet their expenses. 
As it is, I cannot but regard the sum raised for the 
support of Christian ordinances, in this once neglected 
section of the city, as a delightful proof of the pre- 
valence of Christian principles. Five years ago, it 
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\vould have been difficult to find, in all tliis section, ten 
families who attended any Presbyterian church. 

** During the last autumn and winter, we were favored 
with some special manifestations of Christ's presence 
among us. The aspect of the congregation, for some 
months, was uncommonly serious. Lectures and prayer- 
meetings became thronged, and many individuals 
(evinced peculiar anxiety on the subject of their salva- 
tion. We began to hope for great things, and almost 
believed that the work was becoming general ; but in 
this we were disappointed. The church was but par- 
tially awakened to the importance of the crisis, and 
came not up urianimausli/ and actively to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty. More persons lost their 
religious impressions, than were hopefully brought by 
them to the reception of the truth. A considerable 
number, however, became, in the judgment of charity, 
genuine subjects of the work ; and I can add they have 
since adorned their profession, by a Christian walk and 
conversation. 

'' In this excitement, as in the revival of the preceding 
year, nearly all the subjects were heads of families. It 
is to me an interesting and encouraging circumstance, 
that as many as forty heads of families have, within 
two years, united themselves to this church on profes- 
sion of their faith. God is thus providing for the re- 
ligious education of our youth. We are not without 
hopes that he will soon visit them with the gracious 
effusions of his Spirit. 

" I have followed, the past year, my former method 
of visiting and preaching the gospel from house td 
house. The calls made upon me to visit the sick of 
other denominations, and of no religious sect, have 
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been ttnmerous* I attend many funerak, in nmilar 
circumstances. Indeed, the field before me is great^ 
and, owing to the infancy of the church, my helpers 
are few. It is with sincere gratitude that I record the 
timely assistance afforded me by some laymen of the 
Brick church, during the religious excitement which 
has been mentioned. Several of them attended our 
prayer-meetings for some weeks, and contributed their 
share to encourage and promote the work. Their labor 
of love has left a very pleasant and grateful impressioa 
on the minds of the congregation." 

On the 21st of December ^ he says, — ^* I have experi- 
enced, for some time past, a strong desire to witness 
a revival of religion among my people \ and, indeed, to 
feel it in myself. Some few of the members of the 
diurch seem to be awake. But with most of them, it 
is a season of gveat indifference and coldness. Grod 
forbid, that our indifference should prevent the work." 

^ Jan. 2Wiy 1823. — Had a pleasant service last 
evening, preparatory to the communion. Three were 
admitted as members of the church, on profession of 
their faith. I think I do desire to see the work of God 
progress among us. There is much encouragement to 
labor for the salvation of souls." 

These encouraging appearances resulted in the con- 
version of souls. 

March 2\$t, he remarks, — ^^' Devoted this day to 
special prayer. Our communion takes place the next 
Sabbath, — and there is some reason to believe that Uie 
Ix)pd is performing a good work among us. The call 
for prayer is, therefore, very loud." 

These seasons of refreshing were such, in a special 
manner, to his own soul. Tbey led him to wat^ Qi<M:e 
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closely the exercises of his nund, and to guard it with 
a more tender conscience against every appearance of 
evil. His joy in the Holy Ghost usually then aboimded. 

During the latter part of the year he labored under 
more discouragements. At times it seemed to him as 
tiiough he was bringing almost nothing to pass. 

** JY(M?. 13th. — ^I have seldom had the extent of my 
obligations to Christ, as his servant, and appointed by 
him to minister to this people^ more seriously impressed 
upon my mind than of late. The field before me 19 
immense, and beyond measure rugged and forbidding^ 
Not a third part of the inhabitants are steady attend- 
ants upon the means of grace. Many are determined 
opposers to all that is Christian. The small proportion 
of God's people, who are scattered among them, have 
become too indifferent to the scenes of wickedness 
wluch everywhere meet us, if not assimilated to the 
wicked themselves. I seem to stand almost alone in a 
dark place. Alas, my leanness ! my unfaithfulness ! I 
am doing next to nothing for God. I fear that I have 
lost most of my first zeal and activity, and that God 
will give me up to barrenness and unsuccessful toil iq 
my future endeavors. O my God ! I come to thee un« 
d^ the pressure of disheartening prospects, as well as 
of conscious unworthiness. Cast me not away from 
thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.** 

And yet the year 1823 was among the most prosper- 
ous hitherto of his nunistry. The preaching of the 
word had beoi attended with divine power, and forty- 
three persons, of whom eight only were from other 
churches, had been added to the communion of his 
church. These accessions, too, were principally from 
among the heads of families, in the proportion of more 
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than three to one. The increase of converts was 
larger considerably than in any previous year. The 
number in communion was one hundred and ninety* 
four, less by twenty-seven only than the whole number 
that had been in connection with the church. 

In a review of the year, made some months after- 
wards, he gives the following sketches of the moral 
character of the community among whom he labored. 

*^ I still pursue my plan of visiting, and have, during 
the year, made numerous calls upon families of different 
descriptions, to carry that gospel to their houses which 
too many neglect to hear in the house of God. In one 
instance, I called upon every family, with the exception 
of three, in a street containing about eighty families^ 
The result of my inquiries was nearly as follows : — - 
Fifteen families regularly attendant upon Christian 
ordinances; twenty-five, occasional attendants; the 
remainder, connected with no religious denomination, 
and entirely neglectful of the house of God. 
. " Such, I have but too much evidence, is a pretty fair 
specimen of the inhabitants, this side of the hills, em- 
bracing a population of from five to eight thousand 
souls. And yet, unpleasant as this picture is, it is far 
more cheering than could have been presented five 
years ago. The holy cause of the Redeemer has been 
gradually gaining upon the interest of Satan's kingdom* 
Some among us, who cannot be persuaded to unite 
themselves with Christians of a more evangelical 
character, are forced, by the increasing light, into the 
society of Unitarians and Universalists. It is becoming 
more necessary for every man to take his stand with 
some denomination. 

" The Seventh Presbyterian congregation certainly 
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Idbes tlM lead here in their ^ideaTon to do good^ dnd 
i& their influeaee with the population. But the ma- 
jority erf" oar memfaers are poor ; and, fiK>ni ike circumr 
stances of the case, must continue to be so for some 
years to come. 

' ^ We have recently lost sevm^al valuable members l^ 
deaHi) and are about to part with a fannly, who leave 
America for their native land, that have pioved Ijiem** 
selves aealous and liberal benefactors of the church. I 
liowever criealate, that ibue will be a considerable in- 
crease ai our numbers, and some advanecment in the 
state of onr funds, the coming year. Our proq>ects 
were mewr more favoraUe than at f resent** 

The year 18S4 was kss marked by the tokens of the 
ifivine presence in the congregation tbaa the year pre*' 
vious. The course of Mr. B.'s labors appe«s to hava 
been mudi the same as heretofore, but with apparently 
a diminished degree of spiritual enjoyment Early ia 
April he spent a few days in Newark, New-Jersey, ia 
the cmigregation of the ^v. Mr. Hay, then enjoying a 
revival of religion. 

'< I arrived here,*' he writes to Mrs. B., Jpril Uh^ 
^ before night, on Wednesday, and preached Wednes* 
4ay-ev«aing, in the Union School-house, from * There 
is joy in the {presence of the mugd^* &c Ycaterdiqr 
we had a meeting, in the afternoon, fiar the youths 
which the young gentlemen were not expected to at!f 
i^. It was rather a private meeting. Eighteen 
attended, and appeared vecy serious. In the evening 
we attended a prayernneeting, at Dr. Rodgers's. A 
large nuntber attended, and appearances were favor- 
Me. We have appointed a meeting for young men 
to-day, dA four P« M., and I am to preach at the lower 

12 
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school-house this evening. I ihink I shall preach from 
<The mcked is driven away in his widsedness.' I 
broaght no written senn<Mis with me ; — of course, rnurt 
talk. 

** I find the people in much the same situation that I 
had expected. There are plain and promising indica* 
tions of the divine presence among them. ChristiaBis 
are gradually waking up, and several individuals are 
expressing a belief of their recent conversbn to God.''- 

Early in the following August he left home with his 
family, to visit his aged parents, in Ohio, whom be bad 
not seen for more than nine years. They went by the 
way of Albany and Buffalo, and occupied two months 
in the visit. He acted at the same time as an Agent 
of the Misaonary Society, endeavoring to promote te 
interests in every possible way. His reports show how 
completely he bad identified himself with the cause 
to which he had thus far devoted his life. 

The year passed away, after his return, without any 
occurrence in his own history, or that of his people^ 
worthy of particular notice. 

His labors during the ensuing winter were not in 
vain. Though no general awakening of the congrega- 
tion was the result, yet thirteen converts were added to 
the church. A season of remarkable coldness and de-: 
clension followed, which continued for more than 
eighteen months, during which time not a soul was 
added to the church on profession of faith. His diary 
shows a corresponding depression of spirits. 

In the spring of 1825, be engaged in another agency 
for the Society, of which he gives the following account 
in a letter to Mrs. B. : 

« Fairfield, March 30^A, 1825.— I preached in three 
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societies the last Sabbath, and took up a collection in 
but one. I expect to remain here till to-morrow, and 
then take my passage for Wilton, and reach Danbury 
on Saturday. I shell then have to visit Stamford, touch 
at Darien and Greenwich, -and return home the follow- 
ing wedc. I must therefore depend upon brother Net- 
tf^n to supply my pulpit one more Sabbath. I hope 
to hear that he is not spending his strength in yain. As 
to his measures, I have no fears. My impression is as 
strong as ever, that almost any state of things is prefer » 
Me to the steady leaden calmj which has for some 
months past pervaded the congregation. I am not 
certain that Christians and smners can, in such circum- 
stances, be roused to feeling and effort, without such a 
treatment as some would think imprudent, and which 
will in some cases give offence. I was not at all star- 
tled at the manner in which the first meeting was con- 
ducted ; — ^but it does not follow that I could have taken 
the same course with equal propriety or success. Every 
Aing depends upon the man and the manner. I do 
pray that my people may know the day of their visita- 
tion ; and that Grod will not withhold the blessing from 
tbe labors of his faighly^favored servant.'^ 
• Not even the labors of Mr. Nettleton, so signally 
Messed as they almost uniformly were, seem to have 
made any lasting or saving impression upon the congre- 
gation. ^ The leaden calm" continued. 

In May be represented the Presbytery at the meeting 
of the General Assembly in Philadelphia. 

Having heard the glad btelligence of the conversion 
•f his brother Jonathan, in Atwater, Ohio, he wrote to 
\lkmj August 2dy in the following animated and en- 
6oiuragbg manner : 
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<^ It has given me more satisfactloa tban I ean ex« 
press to hear that you have at last given a serious andj 
it is to be hoped, a saving attention to the most im* 
portant of all sotijects. My heart's desire and my prayer 
to God for my brothers and siAtn have been, that thej 
might be saved. I trust they are now all in ihe good 
way. How much gra^ude and thankagiying are due 
to the Father of all mercies for such an unspe^able 
blessing! Can it be, 1 ask myself, that we all, parents 
and children, have become chiMren of the Most High 
God, and heirs of eternal life ? It will be a wonder of 
mercy, if we and the members added to the family by 
marriage should all be gathered at last into heaven. 
Yet God is able to bestow even this. I hope it will be 
found that he has given us all a title, tbsougfa Jes«s 
Christ, to such an inheritance. 

*^ Let us then labor to enter into that rest. We 
should examine our hearts and lives frequently. We 
should be aUenUve to the word of life. We sfaoidd 
pray much. We should keep oi»r hearts with all dill* 
gence, and beware of grieving the Holy %irtt. He 
will be grieved by our neglect of secret duties^ — by the 
excessive indulgaioe of worldly conversation and 
worldly expeciatioDS,^-by sloth or the waste of pre^ 
clous time^ — by negket of the Scriptures, fcc. A per* 
son, to live near to God and be a usefiil and happy 
Christian, must be, 1, Well acquainted with himself: 
2} Well acquainted with the Scriptures : 3, Watdiful 
against temptation : 4, * Not slothful in busiMSs,ferTent 
in spirit, serving the Lord.^ May you, my dear brother I 
have much comfort, and prove an instnacdve example to 
others, in the good cause which you have openly and 
formally caused.'* 
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. The period to wfaidi &b kistory has now arrived was 
one of the most trying in bis whole ministry. It had 
become fully apparent that the house of worship which 
ike congregation, with so much self-dental and toil on 
bis party had erected and finished, was inadequate to the 
wants of the people. The irevemie derived from the 
letting and sale of pews was scarcely more than would 
suffice to pay the interest of thetr burdensome debt, and 
meet the ordinary contingent e^cpenses of public wor- 
^ip. Scarcely any thing was afforded towards the 
payment of the pastor's salary. Previous to 1S21, the 
^ngregation had contributed almost nothing to this 
object In 1822, the plan was commenced, and con- 
tinued for several years, of appropriating the proceeds 
0f the collections^ made in the church on the last Sab- 
bath of every month, towards the salary of the pastor. 
These collections averaged only aboot one hundred and 
seventy dollars. To these were added the yearly ap- 
propriation of four hundred dollars, from the Mission- 
Siry Society, the^fees for marriages, and gratuities from 
sftdividuals. 

^ The family of Mr. B. were, in consequence of these 
inadequate means, frequently reduced to great straits. 
But for the personal favor of individuals, who felt a 
deep sympathy with the missionary in his work, they 
Biost often have suffered greatly. It is a matter of sur* 
prise that Mr. B. was willing to continue, and without 
complaint, so long in such a forbidding field. It is true 
that his labors were blessed, that many souls had been 
converted, that a church and congregation had been 
gathered, and Sabbath-sehools instituted, so that the 
a^ct of the community was greatly changed for the 
better, but it was to the poor that the go^iel had been 
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preached. There were almost none among them that 
were not dependent on their daily labor for stihsistence. 

There seemed but little prospect that a change foir 
the better would or could soon take place. It was 
often with the greatest difficulty that they could me^ 
their semiannual payments of interest money, and fre- 
quently they were pressed, prosecuted even at law, for 
the payment of some of their smaller dues. 
. In these circumstances, it is not surprising that Mr. 
B. should hare seriously entertained the idea of re<- 
moving to some other sphere, where his labors might 
be followed by more satisfactory lesults. ^ {Ay labors 
among this people, for some time past," he says, in 
March, 1826, *^ bad been of a discouraging character* 
The gospel, though heard with interest, appeared to 
have but little effect The circumstances of the con- 
gregation in pecuniary matters were embarrassed, and 
the support which they have afforded me has ever been 
very inadequate to my wants. But the most trying 
circumstance was, the probability of being obligai to 
preach in our present house, till the erection of more 
commodious and beautiful edifices by other denomina- 
tions should swallow us up. The house is full, — and 
many applications for pews, the past year, have been 
turned by. Yet the people appeareci unwilling to make 
an effort to erect another. In this state of things my 
discouragement became extreme. Providence appeared 
to point me to another and more promi^ng field of 
labor." 

Other churches were now coming forward to cultt** 
vate the field. The Methodist church, worshiping in 
the Mission-House, had been greatly prospered, and 
blessed with revivals. On the 16th of October, 1826, 
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tbey laid the eoroer-fitone of a new church in Willet« 
street, near Broome-street, to be built of stone, and of 
nearly double the dimensions of Mr. Baldwin's church. 
The building, at the date of the above extract, was al- 
most completed, and the probability was great, that 
when opened it would attract many by its superior ac- 
commodations. 

The Presbyterian church at Jamaica, Long Island, 
being destitute of a pastor, had made some informal 
proposals to Mr. Baldwin. This drew from him the 
following record : 

" FA,3 1826. — ^I have devoted this day, in part, to 
special prayer, in concert with the church of Jamaica, 
who have manifested a desire to obtain me for their 
pastor. The election is to take place to-morrow. It 
is uncertain what the event will be. I have no desire 
to anticipate it. I think that I can commit the whole 
to Ood, and say, ^Not my will but thine be done.' 
Whether I may go, or continue in my present situation, 
it i^ my desire that I may prove a more zealous, faith- 
ful, and efficient minister of the Lord Jesus.'' 

The choice fell upon him, and led him to remark, 
Marcfk llth:--^*^ Mirabilial The past fortnight has 
proved one of the most eventful periods of my life. A 
week ago last Tuesday, I received a call to become the 
pastor of the church in Jamaica. The call was, con- 
sidering the previous state of the congregation, remark- 
ably unanimous. None appeared to oppose my coming, 
nor is it known that any would oppose. The call 
reached me on Wednesday; and was under considera- 
tion till the last Sabbath. I endeavored to pray over 
it, and had nearly concluded to return a favorable 
answer. 
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** Witb tlin impremon I went to the bouse of God^ 
on the Sabbathy March 5th, and to ny surprise found 
a notice in my pulpit for a publie meeting of the con- 
gregation, on Tueniay-evening, to adTise the trustees 
on the subject of dtsponng of our present church for 
the purpose of erecting one more commodious. They 
had received, it seems, a proposition from the Baptists 
to purchase. I read the communication, and pressed 
the importance of a good attendance. The congrega- 
tion met, and resolved unanimously to make an effort, 
by way of trial, to ascertain what could be done to raise 
the means of buildii^, and to locate in a more eligible 
place. The location is already fixed upon. Subscript 
iioDS to the amoiHit of f 3,500 obtained, and all withiB 
five days of the first efibrt Bless the Lord, O my 
soul !" 

In his Annual Report to the Eicecutive Committee 
of the Mis^onary Societjr^ dated ^prU 25e&, 1826, he 
presents the matter more in detail :— ^'^ It has been found 
during the past year, that the builifii^, which we now 
occupy, is considerably too small to accommodate all 
who would choose to locate with us. Numerous ap- 
plications for seats below stairs have met with disap« 
pointment, for want of room. This circumstance, 
together with the bad location of the church, and the 
heavy debt which embarrasses the institution, have led 
the c(»igregation to adopt the measure of disposing of 
their church, and erecting another of larger dimensions^ 
upon a more eligible site. The enterprise seems to be 
fully warranted by the growth of the neighborhood, and 
that of the Congregation in particular. It is meeting 
with a generous patronage among ourselves. 

"The importance of this effort to the religious 
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character of this section of the city, cannot easily be 
over-rated. Our situation has been for six years that of 
an institution sustained and rising under the constant 
pressure of pecuniary embarrassment. Of late, our 
borders have been too limited. Our location was always 
unfriendly to the rapid growth of the congregation. 
Should the eiiterpiise in which the congregation has 
embarked succeed, — and, with some assistance from our 
friends in other churches, it promises to succeed, — there 
is good reason to anticipate a happy deliverance from 
these impediments to our future growth. 

« We expect to worship during the summer in the 
Mission-Church, but have received, as yet, nothing offi- 
cially decisive from the congregation that hired it. 
Our hope and expectation, in these circumstances, must 
be from him who has thus far been our protection. 
Pray for us — that God will not suffer us to be scattered 
as a people, nor to become fatally involved and secu- 
larized in the prosecution of our present design.*' 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Commeneet the work of building a new hoase of worship. — 
Labors in a Revival at Hartford, Con. — Visit to Boston. — 
New eharch completed. — Labors in Dr. Skinner^s church, 
Philadelphia.— Views of Slavery and Intemperance.— T ha 
I Great Revival in 183 L— Church burnt down. 

A BBiGBTER day now began to dawn, and tfie enter- 
prise, in which Mr. Baldwin had been so long engaged, 
to assume a more encouraging aspect. The building, 
in which the congregaticm had worshiped for nearly 
six years, was neither as large nor as substantial as 
was needed. It was a frame-building, with a stone- 
basement and brick-front, about thirty-seven feet wide 
and sixty feet long, surmounted by a small belfry or 
cupola. The house and ground were sold for $7,300. 
The amount of expense which had hitherto from the be- 
ginning been incurred for the property, including the 
interest on loans, somewhat exceeded $20,000 ; while 
the contingent expenses, including salaries, amounted 
to less than $2200. After appropriating the avails of 
the sale to the payment of loans, the congregation found 
themselves, at least $3000 in debt. 

Such were the circumstances in which Mr. Baldwin 
declined the call to the church at Jamaica, and reso- 
lutely, with a glad as well as contented heart, set him- 
self to the work of erecting a new house of worship for 
the beloved people of his charge. Within less than 
three weeks, a subscription was obtained, mainly 
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through his exertions, from forty-eight persons, oi 
l|6,200. Five lots of ground were procured at an ex^ 
pense of $5,200, on the N. E. corner of Broome and 
Ridge-^treiets. The old church, in Sheriff-Street, was 
relinquished on the first of May, and the work of build- 
ing the new church immediately commenced. The 
congregation met, during the remainder of the year, on 
the Sabbath, part of the day in the old Mission-House, 
then occupied by a small Baptist church, and the other 
part of the day in the Allen-street Presbyterian church* 

The greater part of the year was occupied by Mr. 
Baldwin in the cares and labors consequent upon the 
work of providing means for the prosecution of the new 
enterprise. The corner-stone of the church was laid 
July 18tb, 1836, after which the work progressed 
rapidly. 

Early in .September, at the request of the Rev. Mn 
Hawes, he visited Hartford, and spent nearly three 
weeks in the promotion of a work of grace which had 
recently commenced. Of this visit he thus writes to 
Mrs. B., on the 9th of September : 

*^yfe reached Hartford about noon, when I found 
brother Hawes at his post, ready to receive and wel- 
come me. ' I am glad to see you,' said the honest- 
hearted man, * and I am going to turn my meeting- 
house, steeple and all, over upon your shoulders.' A 
pretty huge load, you will suppose, when I inform you 
that his church is not less than the first church in New- 
ark, and the steeple is much higher ! Howeva*, the 
edi&ce remains as yet the right side up. But there is 
considerable agitation among the people. Brother 
Hawes I found pretty thoroughly worn down with la- 
bor and anxiety of mind. He needed help to enable 
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Um to remain on die gronnd, aod I am pkased to ob* 
mrwe that be appears already to be regainiog bis 
Strength* 

** I have attended sereralmeetiiiga^ bcndes the two 
weekly leotores at the South and North charcbcs. The 
work has not yet beooBM genera]. Aboat one handred 
and fifty attended the meetiiig of inqinry, last eTening) 
but some aflfoided very little evidence of comictioo, ud 
ethers vei« hopeful conrerfs. TheiiaB[iberof tbelat«> 
tar dass may be aboot forty. Tbcy are principally 
yooog peiaoos. I think, however, &at the remal is on 
tiie increase. New instances of seriousness and hope- 
iU omvensott to God are daily oonung to our know* 
ledge. One occurred the day after my arrival, which 
afforded me some encouragement as well as satisfiiction. 
I attended and conducted a small meeting of young 
people, some of whom appeared to be seriooshf im- 
premed with the importance of obtaining the salvation 
of the gospeL The next morning, one of them, a yoang 
man from Boston,called at Mr. Hawes's to oonveise wiUI 
me. He had, in pursuance of my advice at the meet« 
ing, retired to his closet to give up his heart to Jesus 
Christ, when he was surprised and almost alarmed to 
find that ' it went of itself' His diflkulty in the mom* 
ing was, that he OouM not think of obtaining salviitbn 
in so easy a way. He was delighted with being the 
Lord's, and with serving and enjoying him fiirever; 
but be imagined that there was something more to be 
done first !" 

Again on the 16th *.— ^' Since writing to you, J have 
continued to be favored with health and strength, and 
Plough to da Yestnday I went with Mr. Haw«s to 
Middletown, where the American Board of Foreign 
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Mfisiotis is ttlttbg. Dr. Griffin preached bcfere tti« 
Board of Missions last ni^t, and I am tbis morning 
informed, that he gate a totvering discourse ; a littte 
too much so, I should suspe^st, for the solid thinkers of 
Connecticut* 

*' I spend my time here almost exelnaiYely in one 
thiivg-^and that is, in cohtersing vrith inditiduals and 
attending meetings. There is a very manifest increase 
of attention to the means of salvation. AH the public 
meetings are full, and some to overflowing* I should 
think that the number of hopefiil convert is consider- 
ably above Stty. And yet the church has scarcdy 
ivaked up. Here has been with brother Hawes the 
great source of discouragement Unless the church 
come up to their work, we have no eacpectation thai 
the revival will become general in the congregation. 

*^ My assistance here has been timely and provides*^ 
tiaL Of the three congregations in Hartford, one is 
vacant, and neither brother Hawes nor brother Lindsley, 
who are settled over the other two, have strength to do 
much. In the mean time, requests are coming in from 
every quarter for neighborhood meetings. These are 
held in the afternoon, at different private dwellings, and 
collect from twenty-five to sixty persons." 

After his return he speaks, in a letter to his parents 
dated Od. IBth, of the state of affairs at home, in the 
following manner :-^^' I presume that by this time you 
are desirous of hearing from your children in this city. 
We are still able to speak of divine kindness and mercy 
exercised on our behalf. We are permitted still to live^ 
and are favored with a comfortable measure of health 
and prosperity. Our domestic circle not only remain! 
widiminisbed by death, but we have recently bad an 
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addition made to it On Tuesday, the 22d of August, 
the Lord gave us another son. He is a perfect and 
promising child. Julia has nearly recovered her 
strength, and is, for her, unusually well. Our little 
girl enjoys good health* 

** My labors and cares, the past season, have been 
somewhat oppressive. The congregation are engaged 
in the erection of a new edifice for worship, and have 
found it necessary to depend very much for success on 
my individual exertions. You will be gratified to hear 
that Providence is succeeding the enterprise even beyond 
our expectations. It will be a large, neat, and con- 
venient brick church. The roof is already on, and we 
expect, in a few weeks, to commence meeting in the 
basement-story. 

'' I have recently made a visit to Hartford, where I 
passed about three weeks, and was treated with much 
kindness. I have seldom seen a more Christian and 
well-informed people* There is at present a consider- 
able revival in Hartford, as also in East Hartford, and 
in Wethersfield. I have no very good news to send 
you from this city. The churches enjoy a tranquil state. 
Most of them are gradually increasing in numbers. In 
the mean time, iniquity abounds. New-York is be- 
coming an immense city, and, unless much is done to 
purify it, will pollute the whole land with its vices.'' 

About the first of December, the basement-story of 
the new church was finished, and opened for public 
worship. A corresponding increase was soon observ- 
able in the state of the church and congregation. 

He left home on the 18th of January, 1827, in com- 
pany with the Rev. Mr. Peters, on a visit to Boston, in 
behalf of the newly*fermed American Hon^e Mission- 
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ary Society. He was absent about two weeks. To 
Mrs. B. he writes, on the 23d, — ^ We are getting on 
very well in the object of our mission. The good 
people have decided to form a Society, auxiliary in its 
results though not in name to the American Home 
Missionary Society. The organization will take plaee 
on Thursday-evening next. I must be present, fof 
speeches are wanted here as well as in New-York. 

^* I preached last Sabbath, in the morning, for brother 
Edward Beecher, in the Park-Street church, and, in the 
afternoon, for brother Fay of Charlestown. I shall, by 
divine permission, lectore for brother Wlsner. There is 
an interesting and very promising state of things in all 
the orthodox churches of our denomination ; not less, I 
should say, than three hundred inquirers in all. Last 
evening I attended the inquiring meeting of Mr. Beecher 
of Park-street church. There were about fifty present* 
Numbers have obtained hope. Seventy-five or six per- 
sons were admitted into Dr. Beecher's church Sabbath 
before last.*' 

Again he says, on the 26th, — ** Mr. Peters and my- 
self had expected to find our object in visiting Boston 
so far anticipated by the good people here, as would 
render it unnecessary for me to operate with him more 
than a few days. The result is otherwise. We have 
had to begin with first principles. Every thing appears, 
however, to progress well. A public meeting is called 
for this evening, when it is expected that a strong and 
most important Society will be formed for Domestic 
Missions. The most wealthy Christians appear to be 
coming up to the object with a truly noble spirit 

In the mean time, I improve such opportunities as I 
have of attending religious meetings. On Tuesday- 
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evening I lectured for brother Wisner, in bb lecture^ 
rooiDy or — ^as they term such places here— -in his 'vestry/ 
The number present, notwithstanding the unpleasant 
state of the weather, was large, and the appearance of 
the audience very serious. It is estimated that the whole 
sumber of inquirera in the city is not less than five 
hundred. Bat little, however, is said about the revival, 
lest unnecessary prejudice and opposition diould be 
excited." 

The new church was finished about the first of May^ 
1827. It was a substantial brick structure, with a 
cupola, and its dimensions, eighty feet by axt}'-threa 
feet, more than twice as large astbe old church. It 
was dedicated to the senrice of the Redeemer, on Sab« 
bath, the 6th of May, when sermons were preached by 
the Rev. Drs. McAuley and Spring, and the Rev. Mn 
Patton. The erection of this edifice involved the con-* 
gregation in a debt of more than $15,000. Mr. Bald- 
win had ceased his connection with the Missionary So« 
ciety, on the 14th of October, 1826, and was now 
supported wholly by the people of his charge. It was 
not, however, until after the first of May, 1827, that he 
began to receive the regular payment of his salary. 

In August, he received an invitation to visit PhiladeU 
phia, and labor for a short time in the congregation 
under the care of the Rev. Dr. Skinner, which was then 
enjoying a season of spiritual refreshing. Leaving his 
family in Orange, New-Jersey, he hasted to engage in 
a work than which none could be more gratifying to 
his ardent soul. From Philadelphia he wrote, ^tig» 
SOthf to his beloved companion, as follows: 

** I lectured on Friday-evening. The number present 
was very respectable. I also preached yesterday, in the 
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afternoon, to a pretty tbm bouse, and in the evening to 
a full one^ A large number of meetings are appointed 
for this iweek. There is work enough to do. But what 
exactly will be ^ my entering in ' among this people I 
am as yet unable to say. The first fervor of the revival 
is past, but there remains an uncommon spirit of prayer. 
There is a meeting for prayer, every morning at six 
o'clock in the session-room, which is well attended. 
The number of praying brethren is respectable. Their 
meetings are conducted with great decorum. I cannot 
perceive any tendency in the members to enthusiasm or 
excessive zeal. About forty are numbered as subjects 
of the revival. Others are seriously inquiring. We 
bave a meeting this evening for such as are anxious. 

^^ My dear wife will not forget, that I am placed here 
in a responsible and trying situation. Never have I felt 
the need of greater wisdom, zeal, and faithfulness. 
Whether my visit here will be useful or not is, I con-> 
less, not so clear to me. Providence alone can decide 
it« I need more of the Holy Spirit, to enter as I ought 
into the circumstances of Uiis people, and leave a de* 
eided impression among them in favor of the good work; 
My preaching has not as yet come up to the spirit of 
the time. You will try to help me." 

In a letter dated the 28th is furnished a just q>ecimen 
ofthat equanimity of mind and calm resignation to the 
will of God, whidi so commonly characterized him : 

*^ Your letter, which reached me on Saturday, pro- 
duced not a little anxiety for the result of Josej^'s ill- 
ness. His case, however, does not appear to me- 
materially different from Julia's, at the time we were at 
Utica. I wish you to write immediately on receiving 
this letter, and state the worst as well as the b^t. My 
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miDd isy in a measure, prepared for any result I would 
not wish to retain our little boy, unless he is destined to 
be useful in the world. It is not my request, that God 
would spare him at any raU^ but that he may live to 
serve God and do good* Let us submit the whole to 
him, and rejoice that he is on the throne. 

*^ Since writing to you, the state of the revival has 
assumed a more promising appearance. Christians are 
more encouraged, and more prayerful. The services 
on the Sabbath were extremely well attended, notwitk- 
standing the unfavorable state of the weather. I have 
several meetings appcnnted for this week. My calcu- 
lation is to spend one more Sabbath in Philadelphia, 
and then bend my way towards home, by Thursday at 
least, and sooner than that, should the state of Joseph's 
health remain as it was. 

^^ I have been interrupted by two morning-calls ; one 
of a young lady, in the most trying state of mind. She 
believes verily there is no hope for her ; for she has 
no conviction of sin, no realizing sense of God or 
Christ, or any thing ! She scarcely knows that she h«s 
a soul ! I have told her to go home and read what the 
Bible says about Jesus Christ, and let her heart alone 
for the present. 

^^ You must not imagine, my dear, that I almost for- 
get you and your precious charge ; nor that I wouM 
not willingly hasten back to you. But as God appears 
to have given me employment here, and some success 
in encouraging the hearts of his people, I feel that it is 
safe to obey him. I have more hopes of the dear babe, 
while I am content to be about my duty.'' 

A specimen of the manner in which he was accus- 
tomed, at this period of his life, to preach the word, ap- 



UET. mu BALDWIN. 963 

pears m a sermon on the JndgmeBt, pabliahed, Dec. 
1827, in the National Preacher. It was Scriptural, 
plain, and direct. He spake to, and not merely afy his 
hearers. The closing paragraphs show how he was 
accustomed to plead with them. 

A few weeks afterwards appeared, frmn the press, 
n sermon which he preadied Dec 11, 1827, the day 
set apart as the annual Thanksgiving-day. It is a more 
finished specimen of his style than the other, and con* 
tains many beautiful passages. His text is — ^' Bejoice 
with trembling." After a brief and glowing enumera- 
tion of the peculiar causes for grateful joy, on the part 
of American citizens, he proceeds to specify some of 
the causes which should lead them to tremble as well 
as rejoice. He mentions slavery^ intemperance, the mis- 
employment of the press, the rapid increase of the 
facilities of vice, and the wide moral desolations of the 
fiast-rising West. 

On the all-exciting topic of Slavery he thus remarks : 
— ** All admit that its existence is a serious eviL But 
comparatively few appear to have calculated its rapid 
augmentation and baleful effects. Let it then be con*- 
sidered, by every citizen, ^that the natural increase of 
our slave-population is such, that without timely mea- 
sures are adopted to colonize them abroad, or eman- 
cipate them here, they will amount in the days of our 
children's children, to mere than twenty miilimu. Can 
such an accumulation of physical power be kept down ? 
Suppose it can ; what must be the moral aspect of a 
Christian republic, enlightened and boastful of her 
rights, which exacts an^ appropriates the earnings of 
twenty millions of slaves ?*— Proclaiming formally to the 
world ' that all men are bom alike free,' wUle she 
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ileBiefately eonagBf one ^h of ker popidilim to nett« 
ly the worst state of hopeless bondage 1 And tbat, 
too, on the principle that ihey vmri horr^ slaves I" 

The cause of Temperance, which, in 1827, mada 
such rapid progress undei the aiiq>iees of the Americaa 
Temperance Society, formed in 1826, he ardently es^ 
poused,aBd warmly advocated. It accorded perfectly 
with all bis previous habits. So afaetemious was bo 
that he could scarcely be persuaded to use intoxicat- 
ing liquors even as a medicine. 

A period of three years, 1828 — ^30, was passed 
mostly in the ordinary, diligent and laborious discharge 
of his duties to his peoi^e, of which but few notices 
have been preserved. In Sepiembgr, 1828, be visited 
Mewburyport, Masa^, as a Tcprewntative of the Amm* 
can Home Missionary Society, and delivered an elo« 
quent dbiarge to five young men, who were there or« 
dained as Missionaries to the West and South. la 
this charge, (extraeti from whichare preserved- in ^ the 
HomeMiasionary,'' L 111 — 113,) may be seen a trans- 
cript of his ovm ministerial character, partieulariy in 
what he says of the manner in which the Missionary 
must preach. 

^^ The tnstrucdon which he comuuajcates most be, 
not only pure and practical, but wisely adapted in 
manner to his hearers. He certainly must not play^ 
the metaphysician, and tire his hearers with abstract 
and wire-drawn speculations ; nor the school-man, and 
perplex their mkds with iommierable definitions and 
discriminations, of no practical use ; nor the mere miui 
of learning, and dazzle them with classical and distant 
aliuaons ; nor the cloatered divine, and tantalize them 
with a needless display of technical words and phrases. 
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He- mtBt art affeet the orator neither, and bear tiieni 
ftway on the wings of fancy to imaginary scenes of joy 
and sorrow. In none of these ways may he preadi 
Umself. We diai^e you, beloved brethren ! to avoid 
all such triffing with the awful message of God. Preach 
the very gospel, in the plain and fordUe language which 
the Holy Ghost teadietlL Diminish noUiing from it to 
gratify the widies of unsamrtified men* Add not to it, 
lest there be added to you the plagocs which are writ* 
ten m it" 

In February, 1830, Mr. Baldwin was solidted by the 
Home Miasioiiary Society to become their 'Associate 
Secretary, and remove to CinaiBttati, Ohio. He was, 
for a wUle, indiaed to comply with the solidta^^, 
and subedited it to die trustees and afterwards to the 
oongr^ticm. The latter were dierel^ stirred op to 
make an effort to obtain funds (or redaciag the debt/ 
and he abandoned Ae idea of removal. The effort re- 
aulted in an investment, by tndtvadads of other oongre* 
gations, for the most part, of about f 2000 in pews. 

A fdeaaing spedmen of the ^yfulness and sprigbt- 
laness of his domestic and sadal feetings is furnished in 
the following letter to Mrs. B., then spending, with her 
chtldreo, a few wedoB at Flatbqsh, Long bland : 

Aug, 23d, 1830.^^ When I recdved your note, I 
was on my way to the boat for Flaibudt. I thought, 
notwithstanding, I would pursue my excurrion ; but I 
was hindered, until i lost the trip, and oould not take 
the boat in the evening, because of a meeting of the 
Executive Coomiittee of the Home Mtssbnary Society. 
In the mean time, in ooflses brother Brigham with hii 
keg face ;-— he ^ wants some one to visit Pettipog, in 
GoBOK&sot There is to be an important Anniremary - 
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of the Bible Society in that place, on Wednesday, and 
another in Westchester county, — and nobody to go. 
Hundreds of dollars depend on having a representative 
atPettipog ! — ^Don't know what in the world to do !' — 
Well, Pettipog is just by old Saybnx^, in the enme 
town, where I have forty cousins, or less. Can go in 
the 8team*boat to-morrow afternoon, and get back 
Thursday or Friday-morning, at the farthest. And 
brother Joseph is here, can go to Flatibush and help me 
on the Sabbath. So off I go to Pettipog. I see no 
other way of doing the most good. I sacrifice pleasure 
to duty. Somebody must do it, and bear it too." 

During these three years, there was nothing diat 
might be called a revival in connection with his labors 
at home. The average-number of additions to the 
oburdi on profession was e^hteen per year. The con- 
gregation was Gonsidtfably enlai^ed, and continued to 
increase. But the embarrassments, arising from the 
heavy debt, incurred in the erection of their house of 
worship, were at times very distresriag. It was with 
the utmost difficulty that the enterprise was sustained, 
and what was done was mostly through Mr. Baldvria'^ 
agency, in whole or in part. 

A season of qpiritual prosperity coimnenced early in 
the year 1831. At the meeting of the Synod of New- 
York, in October, 1890, he had united with seven other 
members of the Presbytery of New- York in a request to 
be organized into a new Presbytery, to be caUcNi — the 
Third Presbytery of New-York. The request was 
granted, and the organization took place on the fourth 
of January, 1831. They immediately entered upon the 
work of attempting something for the revival of religion 
in their churches. On Thursday, the 1^, they resolv^ 
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to Tint all their churches ia the city, by conmiittees of 
two ministers and two elders each, during that and the 
following week. 

This arrangement was carried into effect. The church 
visited observed the day with fasting and prayer, and 
public religious exercises. The result was so en- 
couraging, when reported, that it was resolved to com- 
meoce, on the 25th, a four-days'-meeting, in the Rev. 
Mr. Patton's church, the first of the kind undertaken by 
Presbyterians in this city, in modem days. The revival- 
history of the previous century shows that it was no 
uncommon thing in the days of Whitefield for the house 
of Grod to be opened, several days in successbn, for the 
preaching of the word, and to l>e crowded with eager 
assemblies*. 

The same measure had been greatly blessed in the. 
Western country, and, it was thought, would be attended 
with the hairiest efiects in the East, and in New- York 
particularly. Thrice every day the house was crowded* 
A similar meeting was commenced in the Rev. Dr* 
Spring's church, on the 527th, and every day for weeks 
subsequently one or more churches were opened for the 
public worship of Grod. The effects were unspeakably 
blessed. Never before bad the whole city been so 
simultaneously and effectually moved. Old grudges 
and animouties were laid aside and forgotten ; brethren 
of rival Presbyteries and differing sentiments took eadi 
other by the hand, and bowed tc^etber at one altar, 
and widi one petition. Sinners were awak^aed, and. 
soon hopefully converted in considerable numbers ; while 
Christians were led, in almost every orthodox church 
in the city, to plead for ^^ the promise of the Father." 
Memorable season ! Days of God's right hand ! 
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Ib these labors and anxieties Mr. Baldwin took a rery 
active part. His own cbarch was Tinted by the Com- 
mittee of Presbytery, January 14th, and the effects were 
soon apparent The church was revived, and i^irred 
up to pray for the conversion of souls. The public 
union-meetings which followed greatly advanced the! 
work, and early in February, scores were mquiring the 
way of recoDcUiation widi Ood. 

On the night of Tuesday, the 15th of Febraaiy, Mr. 
Baldwin having attended a large and deeply interesting 
inquiry meeting, in the basement-story of the church, 
had r^urned home, and retired to rest. ^ At midnight, 
a loud rap at the door aroused him from his sluml>ers. 
He arose and went to the window to bquire ^at was 
wanted. A youth of his beloved fibck was there, who 
exclaimed, with a tremMing voice^ — ^ Oh ! Mr. Bald- 
win ! — ^what shall we do ? — tke chtarck is on Jfre !* " 
He made a few iaqidries, aad returned to his bed, bolt 
not to rest. ^ He annouaeed the fact,'' says Mrs. B., 
** and then sunk into a deep and painful reverie. He 
could not go out to witness the appalling scene 'Itwa9 
a providence,' he iffterwards said, ^ on which not 4>ne 
ray of light reflected ;' — and he sat as one dumb before 
the mysterious hand which had tfius redueed to a heap 
of ruins the labors of yeajrau One question succeeded 
another in his mind which he could not solve Where 
now could the^aumerotts fknk be fed ? How could the 
work (^ God be carried forwaiti? Whence could 
friends be raised to liquidate the large debt that bad 
already been incurred in building? How could he 
make another appeal to tke beaevolent public ibr aidi 
Shall the field be deserted, or shall we rally again 1'^ 

From some cause never fidly determined, tiue fire 
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eomraenced its work in the north-east room of the 
basement story, and was first seen issuing from the outer 
door of the room, about midnight. Its progress was 
rapid, and before three o'clock in the morning nothing 
was left but the naked walls and a smouldering pile of 
ruins, within and without It was a sad sight and a 
dark hour to the weeping congregation. In the lan- 
guage of the prophet they lamented and cried, — ^^ Our 
holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised 
thee, is burned up with fire, and all our pleasant things 
are laid waste !" 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Measures to rebuild. — Fruits of the Revival.— Church rebuilt.-^ 
Another Revival.^Cholera. — Proposals for a removal,— Ori- 
gin of Wabasb-College.— Consents to become its President. 
— Loss cf a child.-— Pastoral relation dissolved.— Retrospect. 

This morning after the fire brought with it new duties 
and new purposes. ^^ Again he girded himself with 
the armor of self-daiial, and commenced the arduous 
work of rebuilding a house for God." The same day, 
he called upon a number of his ministerial brethren and 
others, gathered them together and secured the appoint- 
ment of a committee of intelligent laymen to confer with 
the trustees of his congr^ation, in reference to the 
kind and amount of aid which they would need. The 
trustees came together the same evening, and went 
about the work. The subject was laid before the con- 
gregation on Friday-evening. ^ And here," says Mrs. 

13 
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B., '^ let a tribute be paid to the congregational spirit, 
and expansive benevolence with which that prostrafe 
people rallied around their standard, and raised their 
watchword — ^ Ontmrd !* They acted a part so noble 
as greatly to endear them to their leader, and to stimu- 
late anew that untiring zeal with which their former 
patrons had strengthened their hands by their liberal 
contributions. Thus was fulfilled the warm assertion 
of the Rev. Dr. S. some ten years previous, who said 
to Mr. B., as they arose from supplication, — * Brother 
Baldwin ! this wilderness shall bud and blossom as tire 
rose.* '' 

At the meeting of the congregation, which was held 
in All-Saints' (Episcopal) church, in Henry-street, they 
resolved to rebuild the church-edifice, subscribed nearly 
1200 dollars the same evening, and appointed a lai^ 
committee to solicit further subscriptions. At the same 
meeting a communication was received from the vestry 
of All-Saints' church, offering to the houseless con<» 
gregation the free use of the Henry-street church, for 
two services on the Sabbath, — at one and seven o'clock 
P. M., — and also for the Lecture on Friday-evening. 
In like manner, the Reformed Dutch church, in Third* 
street, near Avenue D., opened their doors on Sabbath 
morning, and on Tuesday*evening, at which latter ttme 
the church had always been accustomed to meet ti>* 
gether for social worship. Thus a kind Providence 
furnished them with ample facilities for assetnbling 
themselves together for the worship of God and the 
continued promotion of the work of grace, vrhfch tl» 
Holy Spirit had so recently commenced amohg them. 

On the last Sabbath in March, Mr. Baldwtn wjb 
amply repaid fiDr aU the sacrifices lAtat be had made and 
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Mxieties tiiat be had endiired in this enterprise, by seeing 
Biore tban half a hundred of bis congregaticm coming 
out from the world, and for the first time publicly pro* 
fessing their faith in a crucified Redeemer. On no other 
occasion had he seen such an ingathering among bis 
people. It was the largest that he was at any one 
time permitted to witness in his own congregation. 
The revival resulted in the addition subsequently of 
tbirty other individuab, and in the conviction of many 
others who, in another season of grace, were brought to 
Experience the joys of forgiveness. 

Thus the year proved to be a year df distinguiibing 
mercy, as well as of trial. It was one, too, that drew 
largely upon the exertions and time of the pastor. It 
was expected by the congregation that, in every thing 
peitaining to the temporal, as well as the spiritual con* 
cerns of the people, he would take the lead ; for so it 
had been from the beginning. He was himself the life 
and soul of every good work in which the society en- 
gaged. Oonsequently every such work bore the impress 
of his own hand. 

Encouraged by tfae liberaUty of their fellow-Chris- 
. ttans in the city, aad timely aided by the avails of the 
iBSuraBce, (which to the amount of $12,000 had been 
^fected previous to the fire,) and of loans generously 
•Sered, the congregation were able to pay tbeir former 
4d>^, and to prosecute the work of rebuilding with con- 
siderable rapidity. 

As the time drew ^ear for the re-occupancy of the 
■ew house of worship, Mr. B. endeavored to make it 
the occasion of a more sofasron and entire consecration 
nl himself to the service of his Master. On the tenth of 
November, he reviewedhis fermor resofaitioas, and with 
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some alteratioiis and additions bound himself anew to 
their obserrance* 

The new church was finished, and dedicated to the 
service of the Savior on the 20th of November, 1831. 
The occasion was improved by the Rev. Drs. Cox and 
WoodbridgCy and the Rev. Erskine Mason, each of 
whom preached appropriate discourses, the latter in the 
afternoon, and the two others in the morning and evening 
respectively. It was an occasion for which Mr. B. bad 
peculiar reason to be gratified. Three houses of wor- 
ship he had now erected for the use of his people, with 
great toil, anxiety, and seIf«deniaL The first had been 
disposed of in a manner, which must have been a con- 
stant source of unpleasantness to one who so much de- 
precated the prevalence of any corrupt forms of religion. 
The second had fallen a prey to the flames. And, 
strange to say, by this providence, the congregation 
were relieved from many of their embarrassments. In 
no other way could so much have been raised, either 
among themselves or in the other churches of the city, 
towards the liquidation of their burdensome debt. They 
had entered their second house with a debt of nearly 
$17,000. This was now reduced to about $12,000, 
and the relief was sen»bly felt and gratefully acknow- 
ledged. 

Ever anxious most of all for the spiritual welfare of 
his people, Mr. B. had no sooner brought ifaem into 
their new tabernacle than he sought for them the pres* 
ence of the Holy One of Israel. Such blessings bad 
resulted from the " protracted meetings'' of the pine- 
vious winter, that he was encouraged to make experi- 
ment of their propriety in his own congregation. Ac- 
cordingly such a meeting, the first c^.many similar. 
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vas commenced on Thanksgiving-day, December 8th, 
and continued four days. Thrice on each of these 
days, as the custom then w^s, the congregation assem- 
bled, and a sermon was preached on each occasion by 
some member of the Third Presbjiery of New- York. 

A revival followed. On the 20th of January, 1832, 
the pastor says of the protracted meeting, — **^ It was 
not full, but many attended, and the result was happy. 
A revival has, since that time, been in progress, and at 
this time probably fifty persons are indulging hopes of 
recent acceptance with Christ. To-day is kept by us as a 
season of special prayer. Never have I felt that we 
had more reason, as a congregation, for gratitude to 
God, or more encouragement to pray for an extensive 
blessing upon this neighborhood. Never have I felt 
my soul more lifted up in the service of God." 

As usual in such a season, Mr. Baldwin entered into 
the work not only with characteristic ardor, but with 
an elevated experience of Christian joy. The first- 
fruits of the revival were received into the church on 
the fourth Sabbath of January. On this occasion (22d) 
he writes, — " This Sabbath morning has been a pre- 
cious season in the house of God. Thirty-four persons 
have professed their love to Christ and his gospel. 
The congregation has been large, attentive, and sol- 
emn. We expect to improve the afternoon in cele- 
brating our Savior's love — and what can I say ?— even 
as one of old said, * I know that my Redeemer liveth;' 
and with the apostle, too, ' I know in whom I have 
believed.' I think I do know and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God." 

In prospect of another season of ingathering he saySj 
March 16, — ^^ This day, by request of the session, is set 



894 Mcifoia OP 

tpart at a season of fasting and prayer. We hate 
done this, in prospect of oiir communion the next Sab* 
bath» the I8tb inst. It becomes my people, and my- 
self in particular, to fast on this occasion. We have 
received innumerable and very special mercies of late^ 
for which we are not duly thankfUL Within the past 
year, we have received at five communions nearly 180 
members. There has been, for several months, a pre* 
eious revival among us; numbers have been converted, 
and others are religiously impressed. But there is rea- 
son to believe, that but few of the church are awake to 
&e magnitude of the blessing.'^ 

The year 1832 proved to be the most prosperous of 
his ministry. One hundred and seventy-four individu-! 
ftis were added to his church, of whom forty-nine were 
firom other churches. As it was with the revival of 
1823, so was it with this ;— mercy was speedily fol- 
lowed with judgment The desolating cholera made 
its appearance in the city early in the following July, 
and in a few weeks swept thousands from the land of 
liie living. 

While consternation perva'ded the whole community, 
and scores of thousands fled to distant places to avoid 
the pestilence, Mr. Baldwin remained at his post, to 
console his people in their sorrows, to counsel and 
plead for the dying, ami to minister at the burial of 
the dead. His labors were never more arduous nor 
trying, and at no time did he shrink from the obvious 
path of duty. 

A letter to his parents, at the close of the following 
luring, exhibits somewhat of his domestic history, at 
this period. It is dated May 2 1, 1833.—'' I hasten to 
make some amends for my long delay to wi-ite, by 
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sending you a particular account of our little affairs. 
During the past season my family have been afflicted 
with much ill-health, though none of us have been 
dangerously ill. I have seldom enjoyed more health. 
J. has been feeble. The children have all been ill. 
They are now pretty well, with the exception of Fran- 
ces Lord, who received an injury from a fall, about 
eleven months since, from which she has never recov- 
ered. She has partially lost the use of her left arm, 
but we hope only for a time. The babe, Edward Cor- 
nelius, is about being weaned, and doing well. Our 
mother has scarcely recovered from a short illness. 
Thus we have chastisements mingled with mercies. 
We need the former, and hope they will be sanctified. 

" Our children continue to be a comfort to us, though 
we have been taught to regard them as uncertain, con- 
sidered as sources of enjoyment. We desire that they 
may have a daily remembrance in your prayers. Julia 
is forward in her studies, and learns with great rapid- 
ity. Joseph is not so fond of his books, but he is an 
ingenuous and interesting little boy. Frances has 
scarcely begun to learn. They all have many inqui- 
ries to make after their grand-parents in Ohio. It 
wouki give me great satisfaction to visit you shortly 
with these little prattlers, but I shall not be able to do 
it the coming summer. I have thought much of the 
subject, and have felt a strong desire to visit my dear 
jparents and brothers and sisters, while I may meet 
them all in the land of the living. The reasons for 
not attempting the journey are such as I can neither re- 
move nor overcome. I can add, that J. has scarcely 
less desire than myself to see Ohio a^ain. 

** The condition of my congregation has been im- 
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proTcd rather than the contrary^ by the loss occasioned 
in the conflagration of our church. We have now a 
commodious and very neat house of worship, and it has 
thus far been well-filled with worshippers. In the mean 
time, however, the people have made but a scanty pro- 
vision for their pastor. My salary has recently been 
considerably increased, and now amounts to 1200 dol- 
lars, — not, however, until I had considerably involved 
myself in debt The low state of my funds and the 
need I have to economize, that I may avoid embar- 
rassment, is one reason why I cannot just now attempt 
a western excursion. 

" I have often said to you, in my letters, that I do 
not regard myself as permanently located, even for this 
short life, in the city of New-York. I have ever had 
this impression respecting my connection with my pres- 
ent charge. You must not be surprised, should you 
hear of my removal to some other field of labor. 

" I have heard that there is a powerful revival in 
Durham, Conn., but do not know the particulars. 
The Anniversaries recently held in this city have been 
interesting, and calculated to encourage the friends of 
the gospel. The great enterprise of converting the 
world is moving forward, and God will have all the 
glory of it. 

" I trust that my dear parents find their hope more 
and more as an anchor to the soul, reaching to those 
things which are unseen and within the upper sanctu* 
ary. Surely, life is a dream. But eternal salvation is 
long enough to satisfy all our desires. And if we are 
Christ's, we shall soon be with him." 

A period of eighteen months now elapsed, marked 
with but few incidents other than ordinary. In a let- 
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ler to his brother Sylvester, dated June 17, 18349 he 
remarks, — " I have been, more than most ministers, 
either in the country or city, confined to my people ; 
and this devotion to their spiritual interests has been 
rendered specially requisite by the circumstances of my 
congregation. I have a large people. The number of 
communicants cannot be less than 600. I have been 
accustomed from the first to preach a great deal and 
attend many meetings among them. The result is, 
that my people expect more from me than most con* 
gregations Ao from their pastors. And I have been 
unwilling to leave them in danger of suffering loss or 
injury by my neglect. 

^' 1 have thought, more than once, that it might be 
well for me to remove once; and have therefore 
talked of leaving this city for some field in the country. 
But, at present, there does not appear to be any par* 
ticular cause for my removal from New-York. My 
people appear to be united, and satisfied with my in- 
structions. I do not know that there are any discon* 
tented families among us. 

'^ Were I to remove soon, I should think it my duty 
to seek a pretty large sphere of usefulness. My situa- 
tion here, and varied labors, have given me advantages 
for occupying such a sphere. I can say no more than 
this respecting any situation which might be open to 
roe in the ministry. 

^^ We have a little daughter, s:iven to us on the 12th 
day of May, whom we call Louisa Goldsmith. She is 
a fine child." 

Again on the 14th of September, he writes, — ^* The 
history of my labors, the last twelve months, would 
exhibit but little that is worth preserving. I have 
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preached much and held many meetings among my 
people, with no special results. Never since I became a 
minister, have I toiled so hard and long with such little 
success. The fact is mortifying ; it ought undoubtedly 
to humble me." 

The additions to his chim^h during the period to 
which he refers above, were forty-four, of whom twen- 
ty-^ were on profession of their faith. Many preach* 
ers would have thought themselves highly favored with 
such results of a year's ministry. But the revivals 
through which he had just passed, ha^ taught him to 
expect great things, and to look for a frequent renew*! 
of those days of the right hand of. the Most High. 

As he was thus quietly and unostentatiously pursuing 
his labors in this interesting field, reaping and receiving 
those wages in which every faithful servant of Christ 
most delights, he was, one day in the autumn of 1834, 
waited on by a clergyman from the West The stran- 
ger called the attention of Mr. Baldwin to the fact that 
a college had recently been established in the town of 
Crawfordsville, in the Upper Wabash-country. Of this 
institution be proceeded to give the history. 

^^ Here," said he, takbg a map of the north*w<sterB 
States from his pocket, ^' is a country of 16,000 square 
miles in extent, that possesses a soil and other natural 
resources not surpassed by any equal extent of country 
either East or West. It lies, you observe, to the north 
of the National Road, and east of the Grand Prairie* 
Akeady it is divided into twenty-four counties, and is 
equal in extent to the whole of Rhode-Island, Connec- 
ticut and Massachusetts. Twelve years ago it was a 
wilderness. Now it contains more than 100,000 souls, 
and the population is increasing with amazing rapidity* 
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** Now as you cast your eye eastward from the cen- 
tre of this region, you will discover the Miami Univer- 
sity at Oxford, in Ohio. If you look westward, there is 
the infant college at Jacksonville, Illinois. At the 
south, you perceive that there is a college at Blooming- 
ton in Indiana, near the Ohio River. To the north, 
you may stretch your eye away to that far-renowned 
line, where ^ the foot of the white man treads upon the 
}^eel of the Indian.' 

" Two years ago, in this vast territory there was no 
college, no academy, no public classical school, — no- 
thing of the kind to call out the rising intellect of the 
country — nothing to shed its genial influence over the 
interests of universal education. The picture was de- 
, plorable enough to us who had made that country our 
home, and were endeavoring to elevate there the stand- 
ard of the cross. We met together, several of us from 
New-England and others, in the month of December, 
1832, at the house of the Jlev. James Thompson, pas- 
tor of the Presbyterian church at CrawfordsvilIe,tosee 
what could be done. After a careful survey of the 
ground, we came to the resolution that, with the divine 
blessing, we would lay the foundations of a permanent 
institution, which should erect the standard of Christian 
classical education for this wide and unoccupied field. 
*' We presented the plan at a public meeting in 
Crawfordsville, soon after obtained the grant of a site, 
apd money for a small building in which to commence 
operations. A year since, the primary department was 
opened under the charge of Prof. C. Mills. Last win- 
ter we obtained a college-charter, and are now strain- 
ing every nerve to endow the institution. We have 
fifty-four acres of ground finely located about half a 
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mile from the village^ and we want a college-building, 
and more than all, a coUege-A^cuf. In short, we want 
a President for our infant institution. Will you, my 
dear sir ! come over and help us 1 Will you be our 
frst President ?" 

Such, for substance, was the proposition of Prof. E. C, 
Horey, as he concluded the presentation of the claims 
of Wabash College to Mr. Baldwin. " After an hour's 
interview," says Mr. Hovey, " with his characteristic 
and beneficent smile, he consented to take the subjei t 
under consideration, and invited me to a second inter- 
view. Frequent interviews were had on the subject ; 
the great interests of the West were discussed. The 
high importance of permanent institutions of learning 
under Christian influence, together with their intimate 
connection with every other effort for the benefaction 
of mind, operated strongly to induce his favorably en- 
tertaining the proposition." 

However flattering it might have been to be selected 
for a post of so much responsibility, he could not regard 
the invitation as promising much worldly advantage. 
The church, which he had labored so long and faith- 
fully to establish, had now grown into a prosperous 
community of Christians. He might now with good 
reason look forward to the receipt of a regular income, 
and to the enjoyment of some relief from the arduous 
and perplexing cares, which had hitherto heavily 
pressed upon him. In the new world of the West, 
and especially in an institution yet to be established, 
havmg scarcely more than 

" A local habitation and a name/' 

he must expect to renew the toils and anxieties, the 
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self-denials and sacrifices of early life. He would 
have to remove from the great American centre of 
commerce and opulence, to the almost untrodden prai- 
ries and unbroken wilderness of a far-distant land, and 
with his wife and little ones, begin the world anew. 
Uncertain, too, as well as deficient, in the nature of the 
case, would his income be. What shall he do ? 

The application of the college-agent to Mr. Baldwin 
had not been unadvised. The counsel of ministerial 
brethren and others had been sought, — of men fully ac- 
quainted with his qualifications, by long and frequent 
observation of his private and public life, — ere the mat- 
ter was brought before his own mind. The estimate 
formed and expressed by these brethren, shows in what 
esteem he was held by those who knew him best. One 
of those who had thus been consulted in a communica- 
tion, bearing date, December 3, 1834, to the President 
and Trustees of Wabash-College, uses the following 
language : 

" I have conferred fully with your agent, the Rev. 
Mr. Hovey, and have felt, with him, much anxiety to 
select a suitable man, in all respects, to be nominated 
to your Board for the office of President of the College. 
We are at length persuaded that Providence has directed 
us to the right man. In the whole wide circle of my 
acquaintance among the clergy of the United States, I 
do not know another whom I could more unhesitatingly 
recommend to that oflice. 

" The Rev. Elihu W. Baldwin, pastor of the Seventh 
Presbyterian Church in this city, I have known inti- 
mately for many years, and can safely say, that no one 
has more constantly commanded my entire confidence, 
esteem and love. He is a faithful, self-denying and 
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pcrsBereriag minister, and few of oar brediren bare 
beeo fio copstantly and iocrea«ngIy useful. His pietj 
is a pervading and controlling principle ; his tempera- 
ment is cheerful and amiable, and bis entire influence 
conciliatory and harmonizing. In all the controversies 
which have agitated our churches, Brother Baldwin 
has been pre-emiqently a peace-maker. He abhors 
contention as much as '* nature abhors a vacuum," and 
spontaneously ^eeks to spread around him the atmo* 
sphere of unanimity. At the same time he is frank and 
ready in address, self-sacrificing in labors, ready on all 
occasions to do his part. His voice is loud aiid dis- 
tinct, mtmners free, though not obtrusive, and the 
whole style of the man seems to me to fit him pecu- 
liarly for an extensive, an^l altogether a good influence 
in the West. His strength, as a man of talent^ is 
highly respectable ; and having been much engaged in 
instruction in early life, he is much more familiar, than 
most of us, U'ith the studies pursued in college. As a 
scholar, he is fully qualified for the place for which we 
name him. 

^' I have been thus particular in describing the quali- 
ties of Mr. Baldwin, because I know him well, and 
take great pleasure in saying all thesie good things of 
one whom I esteem s;o highly. Yet all my personal 
feelings oppose the influence I am endeavoring to use 
for his removal from this city. His brethren here gen- 
erally will regret to lose his genera] influence among 
them. As far as I know, there is but one feeling 
among us, in this respect. For myself I can truly say, 
I shall be sorry to spare him from the circle of beloved 
brethren with whom it is my privilege to take sw.eet 
counsel, and from the {Ixiecutive Committee of the 
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A. H. M. Society, where I have been associated with 
hifh during the whole time of my residence in New- 
York. The sum of the whole matter is, that against 
all my selfish feelings, I do most cordially and disin- 
terestedly, and only because I think him well qualified 
for the place, recommend that yoM appoint Brother 
Baldwin as your Presiident. 

'^ In saying this, I am isure that I speak the sentiqnentf 
(tf most of our brethren here who appreciate the im- 
piMtanc^ of the WalKish-College. I am happy also to 
add, what Brother Hovey has already informed you of, 
that we have goo<l reason to believe he will accept, 
if he is appointed ; and his acceptance will inter- 
est many friends here in your college, and, L doubt npt| 
will aid your agent much in raising funds. On thpa 
point, however, you must not lean too much upon 
friends abroad. If WjB spare you, so willingly, so good 
a man, we shall ?xpeet you to express your gratitude 
by doing all you can among jrourseJves, and in your 
own State, to endow your institution, and if need be, I 
trust, you will get help from us. May the Lord direcl 
y<Ri, and the dear broither whom I have taken the lib- 
erty thus fully to comjBiend to your confidence and 
esteem. May I abo commend him to your prayers 1" 

This testimonial, so full, frank, and flattering, is sub* 
scribed by several of his ministerial brethren and othteif 
in the city of New-York, whose opportunities of judg>* 
ing in the case had been most ample. It was to these, 
and to such as these, that Mr. B. bad applied for coun- 
sel in this matter ; and, therefore, it is not -surprising, 
as is hinted in Dr. Peters'^ letter above, that, at that 
date, he had already ooosented to become a candidate 
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for the unoccupied, laborious, and self-denying office. 
To this decision he was brought, in part, by the assur- 
ance of several gentlemen of wealth and distinction in 
the city, that, should he embark in the enterprise, they 
would extend to it a liberal patronage. 

In this state of mind, he received, during the month 
of December, a call from New-London, Connecticut, 
and another from Richmond, Virginia. He was also 
urgently addressed in relation to a professorship of the- 
ology in a flourishing western Institution. His duty 
it seemed difficult for a time to ascertain, and his 
spirits were not a little depressed in consequence. ** To 
whom," he says, "can I go but unto thee, my God and 
my Redeemer ? — I have long felt the need of a revival 
in my own soul. I want a more tender spirit, more 
prayerfulness, more confidence in God, and more com- 
passion for impenitent sinners. I have need of a self- 
denying spirit, especially in view of what the provi- 
dence of God seems about to lay upon me." 

In the midst of these perplexities, and when the call 
from Wabash-College had been presented to him in 
due form, it pleased God to call him to pass again 
through deep waters. Under date o( January 24, 1835, 
he says, — ^^ The last eight days have made a solemn 
breach upon my domestic enjoyments. Yesterday, at 
6 o'clock, little Edward Cornelius finished his earthly 
pilgrimage, aged two years, ten months, and sixteen 
days. His sickness lasted from Friday-adernoon till 
the next Friday at 5 P. M. 

" At the commencement of his illness, we had no 
suspicion of the result. Nor was it till the day pre^ 
ceding his death, that we began to anticipate it His 
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sufferings were considerable, but not very great, con- 
sidering the nature of his disease, which terminated in 
dropsy of the head. 

" The affliction has corae heavily and suddenly — but, 
blessed be God ! I have no disposition to murmur 
against Divine Providence. The chastisement was 
needed. I confess the fact, and pray God that I may 
be able to lament as I ought. I desire that I may have 
it sanctified to me and my house. The blessed Re- 
deemer follow it with his blessing 1" 

At length, on the 19th of February, he informed the 
session of his church of his appointment to the presi- 
dency of the college, and of his apprehension that it 
would be his duty to accept it. He desired them, 
therefore, to bring the matter before the congregation. 
In the mean time, he signified to the Trustees of the 
College, Feb. Z7y his acceptance in the manner fol- 
lowing : 

" TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF WABASH 

COLLEGE : 

** GentlemeiN : 

" The communication, informing me of my appoint- 
ment to the presidency of your College, has not re- 
mained unanswered from any want of interest in the 
subject to which it refers. Having conferred freely 
with your agent. Rev. Mr. Hovey, relative to the 
whole affair, and with entire confidence in his candor 
and prudence, I have not considered it necessary to 
write for additional information. I have also trusted 
to him to convey to you, through some member of the 
Board, so much of the impressions of my mind on the 
subject, as could be properly imparted previously to my 
decision. 
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" I need not say to you, gentlemen, that I bave from 
the first considerec] the question of acceptance a very 
serious one. I do not covet a more public and respon* 
sible station than I now occupy ; nor have I formed a 
high estimate of my qualifications for that which you 
propose* I am apprehensive, that my acceptance may. 
remove me from a sphere of labor and influence wberiei 
1 am much at home, and enjoy an encouraging meas- 
ure of success, to one which I shall never fill with the 
same degree of acceptance. But, notwithstanding 
these grounds of apprehension, and many other rea* 
sons which might be stated for making a difierent 
election, I have concluded to accept your appointment 
The very desirable location of the college, the spirit of 
Christian enterprise in which it seems to have been 
commenced, the pressing claims of *' the Great VaU 
Ley," together with t];)e decided advice of many judi^ 
cious friends, and the liberality which some of ouc 
wealthy citizens are disposed to extend to your institu* 
tion in connection with my appointment, have had 
great influence in this decision. 

"I have endeavored, by seeking direction at the 
Fountain of all wisdom, to ascertain what is duty ; and 
if I have erred in respect to it, I must still feel, that a 
solemn impression of my obligations to God and my 
f<^ilow citizens, has dictated this decision." 

The congregation met on the 4th and 11th of March, 
and at the latter meeting passed the following resolu- 
tions : ** 1. That it is with deep regret that we ar^ 
called upon to part with our beloved Pastor, whos^ 
useful labors we have already enjoyed. 2. That wer^ 
our fedings only consulted, we could not consent to 
the dissolution. 3. That, taking into consideration al| 



tike cbicumttancey^ of tbe case^^tbe reasons asrigned 
by Mr. Baldwin — we consent to unite with bim in 
asking the Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral relation 
between us. 4. That it is expecHent that this relation 
should cease on the first of May next." The applica- 
tion was made to the Presbytery on the 18th of April, 
and the connection prospectively dissolved. 

Thus was terminated, with the kindest feelings <Mi 
the part both of pastor and people, a relation which in 
lact, if not in forra, had existed for a period of seven- 
teen years* Great and marvellous had, in the mean 
time, been the changes in the physical and moral as- 
pect of the whole neighborhood. The rugged hills 
had been levelled ; the formidable rocks blasted and 
removed ; the streets regulated and paved ; tbe open 
ields converted into compact blocks of buildings^ filled 
with people ; church after church had ariaen ; thou- 
$ands of children had been gathered into Sunday- 
Schools ; the Sabbath had become a day of rest and 
6f public worship by the mass of tbe people ; hundreds 
of precious souls had been converted, and thousands 
brought under the direct influence of the preaching of 
the cross. The little church of twenty unlettered and 
linportioned individuals had received an addition of 860 
persons, of whom 530 had been gathered from ^' the 
world's wide wilderness." At the close of this period, 
about 600 remained still in connection with the church. 

In thus summing up tbe results of the missionary and 
pastoral efforts of Mr. Baldwin during his residence in 
the city, it cannot be out of place to refer to his own 
account of the instrumentalities by which the blessing 
was brought about. The encouragement to other hum- 
ble nunisters ^f the gospel to ^^ go and do likewi^/' 19 
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very great Mr. B. never arrogated to himself any 
superior wisdom in these respects, but always thought 
that any one else in like circumstances could, with the 
same gracious resources, have accomplished as much. 

^The instrumentalities in question," he remarks, 
** comprise three leading characteristics. 

" 1. This favored enterprise was commenced with a 
solemn and cherished impression of dependence on God 
for every measure of sttccess. I speak of what appeared 
in the professions and conduct of the little band asso^^ 
ciated. They gave themselves up to fervent prayer ; 
they looked to God, in the diligent study of his word 
and providence, for direction in all their proceedings, 
and were specially fearful of grieving the Holy Spirit 
by any division or unbrotherly acts among themselves. 
Very little of worldly interest, pride or ambition, seemed 
to be enlisted in the undertaking. The strife was for 
mastery and triumph over the irreligion and vice which 
held here their destnictive sway. Immortal minds were 
sought to be elevated from the ingratitude and debase- 
ment of practical impiety, to the love of truth and 
duty, and the habitual cultivation of every Christian 
virtue. We looked to see a multitude brought under 
the transforming influences of the gospel, that should 
prove *a peculiar people, zealous of good works.* 
Such was the end proposed, and which it was felt 
could never be realized but through the unmerited 
grace and mighty power of God. Let those call this 
superstition or fanaticism who will ; for myself I es- 
teem it sound philosophy,— true wisdom, which is none 
the worse because it * cometh down from above.' It 
was certainly the leading, practical sentiment, which 
moved, almost as one heart, the little company that 
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constituted the humble founders of the Seventh Pres^ 
byterian church. It is a spirit which gives glory to 
God, and might therefore naturally be expected to 
realize his blessing. 

''2. Another prominent feature in the enterprise de- 
tailed, was the concentration of the active piety of the 
. congregation in efforts most directly connected with the 
. conversion of men. Meetings for prayer, and religious 
conference, were early instituted for different classes of 
the congregation, and, in connection with their several 
departments of Christian effort. These the pastors and 
elders ever found it both safe and useful to encourage. 
But the most undivided and persevering efforts vrere 
directed to Sabbath-School instruction and the distri* 
bution of religious tracts. Other means of doing good 
were not overlooked. The Temperance-reformation 
was urged with happy success, and the Bible-K^ause 
employed many willing hands in giving the inspired 
volume to the destitute. But fhe most strenuous ef- 
forts were put forth on behalf of the Sabbath-School 
and Tract-enterprises. The former, especially, pre- 
ceded the formation of the chfirch ; and had no small 
influence, as a means of grace, in supplying its earliest 
members. It united the favor of the people, in a sin- 
gular degree. There never was a time when any 
measure could have been carried in the congregationf 
much less in the churchy which had the appearance'' of 
militating against the interests of our Sabbath-Schools. 
In fact, a singularly large proportion of the piety 
among us, was always actively enlisted in their sup- 
port ; while the youth ever regarded them as spedally 
their department of Christian labor. 
** 3. Much care was used, from the first, to etdni$ 
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<Aoje eames ijf cmUenHonj which are Asetvci to deHroy 
the peace of other churches. ' The beginmiig of strife,' 
•ays the wise man, * is as when one letteth out water : 
therefore leare off contention, before it be roeddkd 
with.' 

*' The terms of communion in the Seventh cfaoreh, 
have remained till now, where the constitution of tiie 
Presbyterian Church, and, what is more, the New Tei- 
tament seems to leave them. The plan, indeed, was 
not to exclude temperance, purity, or any other virtue, 
from receiving their due consideration, in the reception 
of persons to sealing ordinances; nor to lay restrie- 
lioBS on the members, in their individual opinions and 
movementis on behalf of any undertaking against wick* 
edness in high or in low places. But those associii- 
tions, which contain within them the seeds of dissension 
among brethren were discouraged. Those discussions, 
nbo, whidi have been attended in other congregations 
with more of dissension and excitement tlian of practi- 
cal advantage, were entertained with much caation. 
Even the measures used in times of revival to promote 
the work of God, were carefully adapted to die ocea- 
tion and desires of the people. 

« We claim no superior wisdom, in having by the 
grace of God avoided the rocks on which others have 
•piit ; nor ^ould we detail it, but for the influence it 
has had on the prosperity of the congregation. The 
practical efiect has been, peace among themselves,«^a 
diaritable agreement to ditkr in opiiibn respecting 
some thihgs without strife or denunciation, and feelings 
of respect and good«wilI towards their Chris^an breth- 
ren of other churches. Here at least, the distinctions of 
'*<Md«nd New School,' < b^ and low Presbyterian/ 
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with Other unchristian epithets, have not met the min- 
ister of Christ at the gate of the sanctuary, and barred 
up his access to the hearts and consciences of the peo- 
ple. And may I not add, that the advantages of this 
course have been felt, during their whole existence as 
a church ? I cannot divest myself of the impression, 
that their harmony in every good undertaking, and 
espedally the favor of God and the great work of his 
Spirit, which have here turned many from datkness to 
light, are attributable, as a means, to the careful ex- 
clusion of such causes as have worked dissension and 
strife in other churches. Certainly, the numerous ex- 
hortations of Christ and his apostles, to the exercise ci 
charity, and to agreement in all things, have a solemn 
claim upon our regard. His prayer is, ^ that all whom 
the Father has given him may be onie.' And Im in- 
spired apostle has represented those as ' carnal,' wbo 
separated into parties, and said, * I am of Paul, and I 
of Apollos, and I of Cephas*' SbouM it not then be 
expected, that the Holy Ghost would muke a dtfi^renee 
between those who in all lawful ways study the pence 
of the church, and those who by such causes as now 
exist among tis, utterly destroy it? 'Now abideth 
faith, hope, charity : bot the greatest of these is char- 
ity/ If so, then I am forced to believe, that the worrt 
heresy in our communioA, is our low pfactieal estimate 
of Charity f and the most common sin agadrist ^ Holy 
Ghost, is our sin against ChmUf.^ 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Visit to Bo«t3n. — College- Agency— Joarney to CrawfordsTille. 
-— Entrance on his Presidency. — Inaiignraiion.— Agency in 
Indiana. — Death of a son. ^Severe sickness. — ^Pastural letter 
to faU farmer charge.— ReTival among them, and planting of 
a new church. — A second Revival. — Visit to New- York. — Re- 
turns home.— Revival in College.— Call to 9. church in New- 
York. — Exscinding General Assembly. — Second visit to New- 
York. — CoUege-ediAce burned down. 

WrrH bis characteristic zeal and energy, Mr. B. now 
devoted himself to the interests of the enterprise with 
whidi he had identified himself. In the month of April, 
be accompanied the agent. Professor Hovey, to Boston^ 
to solicit donations in behalf of the college. At Hart* 
ford, on his way, and where he preached thrice 00 the 
Sabbath, he brought his personal influence and reputa* 
tion into requisition for the endowment of the new in* 
stitution. 

But though separated from the people of his former 
charge, he could not cease to feel the liveliest interest in 
their welfare* To one of them be writes from Boston, 
^^pril Ibthf —**I cannot be long absent from you, with- 
out feeling a measure of anxiety. My prayer to Ood 
is that you may, as a people, be guided and blessed, 
especially at this time." Reference is here made to 
the candidate whom the people were desirous to obtain 
for the vacant pulpit. Full of solicitude in this respect, 
he made diligent inquiries in regard to bis character, of 
which he expressed himself to Mr& B« and otheifs in 
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terms of the highest satisfaction. Accordingly, a few 
days after, April 21st9 the congregation made out a call 
for the Rev. Jonathan Condit, pastor of the Congrega- 
tional church in Long-Meadow, Mass., but failed to 
secure his acceptance* 

On another occasion he speaks as follows of the 
separation : — ^^ On the first of May, 1835, 1 was sepa- 
rated from a united, prosperous, and affectionate peo- 
ple. They gave me up with reluctance, but in a 
Christian spirit. From none of them did I receive any 
reproaches. On the contrary, they treated me and my 
family with the greatest kindness. Their liberality 
supplied us with many things which we needed. At 
their request I supplied their pulpit as long as I remained 
in New- York. I was happy to see them furnished with 
a good pastor, Rev. Mr. Hatfield, before I left the city. 
The parting service (June 28th) was one of overpow- 
ering interest. My heart is still with that dear people. 
The Seventh Presbyterian church had the beginning 
and the best of my strength. I bless God that I had 
the privilege, with great labor and self-denial, among 
discouragements and trials of my faith, to gather it. I 
love to commit its interests altogether into the hands of 
God, and pray that it may be engraven upon the palms 
of his hands." 

The summer-season was spent in unremitting en- 
deavors to secure benefactions to the College. How he 
succeeded may be gathered from the following letter to 
one of his former charge, dated Aug. 20th: 

" We are expecting to take leave of Cauaan-Four- 
Corners to-morrow morning, and set our faces towards 
the Great Valley. It is unnecessary for me to say, that 
ve cannot do it without many painful feelings. Hie 

14 
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friends we leave are very dear to our hearts. Bat, we 
are persuaded, duty bids us go. Were it otherwise, I 
could not be persuaded to take the step which I now 
take witb a idecided and cheerful mind. I have viewed 
it from the beginning in the light of a sacrifice. My 
family accord with me in this impression, and yet are 
cheerfully submissive to the divine appointment 

^' I informed you, I believe, that our subscription in 
New-York and Brooklyn was filled up to $20,000, pre- 
vious to my leaving the city. It however cost me not 
a little labor to complete the sum. I was obliged, after 
all, to leave the city abruptly, though I remained in it 
longer than I originally calculated. I hope that my 
dear people, whom I had proposed to visit but left with- 
out doing it, will make due allowance for the circum- 
stances in which I was placed. It was my wish to see 
many of them in their own houses, whom I have not 
been permitted to see. I shall not forget them, and 
their kindness to me and my family ; nor cease, while 
I have breath, to pray for them." 

In the prosecution of his agency, he visited, in com- 
pany with Prof. Hovey, Norwalk, Hartford, New-Lon- 
don, and Norwich, in Connecticut, Boston, Salem, and 
Newburyport, with some western towns, in Mass., and 
a few places in New-Hampshire. In these places the 
subscription for the College was enlarged to $28,000. 
Everywhere he was received with the greatest kind* 
ness, and his efforts were well-seconded. 

In a second letter to his friend in New-York, be gives 
an account of his journey to the West, and their recep- 
tion in their new home; — " We commenced our journey 
on the first day of September, from Canaan-Four-Cor- 
ners for the W^est. We reached Albany by land the 
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same day, in time to take tlie car io the ^eraoon for 
Scheoectady. From the car, ourselves and goods, with 
some trouble but without loss, were transferred to a 
packet-boat for Utica, which left Schenectady about 
seven o'clock P. M. We found ourselves among a 
crowd of passengers, and with quite second-rate accom- 
modations. Two of the berths fell, in which our chil- 
dren had been placed, one in the highest tier. Joseph 
and the babe were precipitated from this hdght to the 
floor; but, as it turned out, without much injury. We 
fared better the next stage. We reached Buffalo on 
Saturday-momingy where we were received in a most 
hospitable manner by a friend ami relation of my own 
name. 

'^ According to my plan of journeying, we spent 
several days in the vicinity of Buffalo. On Tuesday we 
visited Niagara-falls, and were highly delighted with the 
scene. Wednesday-evening, we took our passage up 
Lake Erie to Cleveland. The time was not favorable, 
and the boat was miserably arranged and managed* 
All were sick. The children suffered so much, that we 
found it necessary to remain at Cleveland over the 
Sabbath, instead of pushing on to Atwater and spend- 
ing the Sabbath with our parents. 

'^ We did not leave Cleveland before Tuesday, and 
then in a boat which made such a snail-like progress 
that we scarcely gained a mile and a half an hour. We 
were glad to leave this boat on Wednesday, and pursue 
our course across the country, by the nearest route to 
Atwater. Here we remained two Sabbaths, and then 
laid our course for Wellsville, on the Ohio. Two days' 
ride brought us in sight of the Ohio. Our babe had 
become sick, and we were all weary ; but the appear- 
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ance of a beautiful boat, the moment we reached the 
river's bank, revived our spirits. In fifteen minutes we 
found ourselves in one of the best cabins, with the best 
accommodati<»is for health or for sickness. Our way 
was now down, down, down the Ohio. The boat 
brought up to the wharf of Ciocimiati, and allowed us 
three hours to look at the city. We obtained a carriage, 
and paid a visit to Dr. Beecher. Our voyage termi- 
nated at Madison, (Indiana,) on Saturday morning, 
about two o'clock A. M. We of course reooained in 
Madison over the Sabbath, and commenced our journey 
into the interior about noon on Monday. We proceeded 
with two carriages, one a hack, for the accommodation 
of the family. The weather, during the first half of 
the week, was very unfavorable. It rained most of the 
time. The roads were bad, and grew worse as we pro« 
ceeded. But we all reached Crawfordsville in tolerable 
health the following Saturday, just as the sun went be- 
low the horizon. The village presented a cheering 
aspect as we approached it, and we soon found ourselves 
in the midst of friendly strangers, who had been anti- 
cipating our arrival. 

'^ We are now located in a pleasant little cottage, 
one story high, and containing five rooms, besides a 
paotr}'. It has a garden of good size attached to it, 
with a convenient barn. It is welUfii^isbed and painted, 
but has neither cellar nor wood-house. The village is 
scarcely twelve years old — has frOm one hundred and 
fifty to two hundred houses, of all sizes and descrip- 
tions. The inhabitants are a mixture of emigrants from 
many states and countries. They are intelligent and 
enterprising. No western town of the same age con- 
tains better society. It must ultimately become a 
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charming residence. Mrs. B. and the family are pleased 
with the place. I have not, for one hour, doubted in 
respect to my duty and the wisdom of deciding to re- 
move hither. The college is doing well. It contains 
sixty young men, a number of whom have the sacred 
ministry in view. A better location for such an institu* 
tion can nowhere, in this State, be found. The adjoin- 
ing country is very new — almost entirely covered with 
a heavy forest. Most of the inhabitants live in log- 
cabins, with but few comforts and no luxuries ; but they 
have got possession of a rich soil, and will ultimately^ 
attain to competracy, if not to wealth. I have vidted 
several of the little churches, and preached both in their 
log-meeting-houses and their log-cabins. I enjoy these 
excun^ons very much, and intend to extend them to 
other and more distant parts of the WabasJi-Valley. 

'^ In the midst of all my occupations and cares, I do 
not forget my beloved friends and people in New-York. 
I widi to be bformed very particularly how things pro* 
ceed in the Seventh Presbyterian church. My prayers 
are offered for you and your pastor. I wish to be re- 
membered by you all. I hope one day to visit you. I 
am glad to hear of the good work of God among you. 
May the Savior increase it many fold." 

Mr. Baldwin's reception was every thing that he 
could wish. He and his family were soon made com- 
fortable in their " own hired house," and, after the 
necessary delays attendant upon his new circumstances,, 
he entered upon the appropriate business of his station, 
on the ninth of November. On the fourth of Decem- 
ber, he gives, to an old friend in New-York, the ensuing 
account of his feelings, condition, and prospects : — 

" I have you and Mrs. ■ in my remembrance, as 
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very dear and steadfast, as well as tried friends. There 
are few individuals whose prosperity lies nearer my 
heart. It was with you that I took counsel, when our 
affairs were small, and we literally bore the heat and 
burden of an arduous and doubtful enterprise. I shall 
ever have in affectionate remembrance those who 
struggled with us at that time. My attentions to them 
were subsequently less ; and with some of them I dif- 
fered somewhat in opinion in respect to the best method 
of conducting our affairs; but I have ever regarded 
them as friends, and treated them as such. It was the 
multiplication of my labors, and not any want of regard 
for them, which necessarily diminished the amount of 
my pastoral attentions. I earnestly desire and pray, 
that they may enjoy every measure of prosperity, and 
that the loving -kindness of our heavenly Father, which 
is better than life, may be theirs. It would not be easy 
for me to describe the feelings with which I frequently 
in mind advert to my former relations to my pastoral 
charge, the families and individuals composing it, my 
imperfect labors and success, my joys and sorrows 
among you. I can scarcely yet realize the dissolution 
which has taken place of the relation that once existed. 
I often call you ** my people/^ and feel that you are so. 
But enough of this. 

" You will be pleased to hear that we have arrived 
in safety here, and are at length settled in our little 
one-story cottage. The village is quite equal in popu- 
lation and appearance to the description we had of it 
previous to our removal. It contains from twelve to 
fifteen stores. Most of the houses, amounting perhaps 
to one hundred and fifty, are small, and have fewer con- 
Teniences than could be wished. Some are large, and 
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in good taste. The inhabitaats are from almost every 
state in the Union, and some from abroad. They are 
Hot wanting either in intelligence or enterprise. 

" The college is, you know, in its infancy. It was 
projected about three years since, and has now been in 
operation about two years. We hare three professors, 
besides the president, engaged in its instruction, and 
nearly sixty students. A beautiful site for our college- 
edifices has been obtained adjacent to the village. The 
first considerable building is now going up. It is one 
hundred and six feet by forty-eight, four stories above 
a basement-story, and will contain forty-eight study- 
rooms, and ninety-six dormitories. We are already in 
pressing need of more accommodations, and suppose 
that the number of our students will increase in some 
proportion to them. 

'^ There being at present no class higher than Fresh- 
man, in college, I have been devoting my attention to 
the instruction of the students in Greek and Latin. I 
have also one class in English studies. The professors 
are active and industrious men. Our funds do not fall 
short of the sum I proposed, while in New- York, to 
make up. Thus far every thing proceeds with great 
harmony and the prospect of cheering success. Be- 
sides my week-days' employ rnents, I have a Bible-lec- 
ture for the students on Sabbath-mornings, in the 
college-building, at nine o'clock, and preach to them 
at three P. M. in the Presbyterian church in the village. 
I am not sorry to retain ray preaching habits. — Mrs. B. 
and children enjoy their usual health. I think the cli- 
mate will suit us all. In short, we are as well pleased 
with the country as we anticipated, and are much en- 
couraged with our prospects of usefulness." 
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A new impulse was giTeo, by his aeceptance of the 
Presidency, to the friends of the new enterprise in the 
West. A more eligible site than the one first selected 
had been purchased, and the foundations, as intimated 
in the above letter, of a capacious building had been 
laid. Subscriptions also were obtained in Indiana to 
the amount of $8,000. The tide of prosperity which 
flowed in upon the enterprise showed the high estiriate 
in which he, whose name and reputation gave it char- 
acter, was held by the surrounding community. 

Of himself he thus speaks, Jan. 2 1st, 1836 :— « I 
find myself in a better state for study than is usual. I 
experience no difficulty in entering into the instruction 
of college with spirit and satisfaction. At the present 
time, in consequence of the illness of Professor Mills, I 
have a great amount of labor devolving upon me ; and 
yet I perform it without difficulty. 

^^I think my present station and duties are likely 
rather to favor a life of devoted piety, even in compar- 
ison with the Christian ministry. Never before have I 
more constantly felt my need of direction, aid, and 
mercy from above. My heart's desire is, to be faithful 
in all things ; and to live under a constant sense of the 
all-seeing God. His service and cause in the world, 
unless my heart greatly deceives me, do I sincerely and 
supremely love." 

To a friend in New-York he writes, on the 9/A of 
July, as follows : — " I am still allowed to write, that we 
enjoy our usual health. Thus far, the climate appears 
to suit my constitution and that of my family, as well 
as any other that we have experienced. The season is 
however very pleasant, and we have not tried the 
warmest part of summer. The long summer-vacation 
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in our college commences on Wednesday, 13th instant 
I expect on that day to be formally inaugurated presi- 
dent of the college. Preparations have been made ac- 
cordingly. Among the exercises, the president-elect is 
expected to make an address, which, if approved, will 
be a candidate for the press. Should any thing of mine 
be printed, some of my frieads in New-^York will be 
likely to see it In the mean time, you can, easily 
understand that between preaching to the students, at- 
tending several recitations daily, preparing for Sabbath- 
n)orning lectures, and for the inauguration, I have had 
enough to do. I had certainly intended before now, to 
have addressed a sort of pastoral letter to my beloved 
people ; but I have been unwilling to do it in haste, 
and without mature thought My heart is still with 
them. I find nothing here that comes in place of my 
own beloved flock, though I continue to be satisfied with 
my removal. 

" Your present of books came safely. It was most 
acceptable to us all. I hope yet to see the volume-dis- 
tribution taken up in this region. The students may, 
another year, be able to do something in aid of such an 
enterprise among us. 

*' The affairs of the college continue to be in a pros- 
perous train. We are getting up the new building, 
which we find a heavy affair. There is great difficulty 
in obtaining laborers and mechanics. The work how- 
ever progresses. I think that the community are in 
general friendly to the college. Myself and family con- 
tinue to receive every kind attention from the people. 

"We had, on the 13th of June, a little son (our 
seventh child) given to us;— whom we call " the young 
President y* ethers, " the young Hoosier.^* We have 

14* 
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as jet got no name for him. — Hope he may live, and be» 
come a good and useful man." 

The ceremony of the Inauguration occurred at the 
season of the annual commencement, the second Wed- 
nesday in July. In the address which he delivered on 
ihat occasion, and which was shortly after published, he 
discussed the subject of ** Liberal Education." To the 
question — * What is comprised in a liberal education V 
he answers, after glancing a moment at physical educa- 
tion, that '* in its application to the mind, it comprises 
the development, right direction, and permanent disci- 
pline of all its powers. To be thorough, it must provide 
for their harmonious and efficient action y — such a cul- 
tivation of the mind as not only developes and matures 
its different faculties in their natural proportions, but im- 
parts to each the greatest measure of efficiency and 
perfection ; and thus insures to man that self-control 
and use of his powers which constitute alike his ad- 
vantage and his glory." He then passes, after an elu- 
cidation of the above answer, to consider " what par- 
ticular branches of study are best adapted to this object.' 
A vindication of the collegiate course of study follows, 
particularly of the study of the ancient classics ; and 
the practical bearing of the whole on the cause of edu- 
cation in the West, in several particulars, and in answer 
to common objections, is fully and clearly shown. At 
the close he remarks : — 

" With such views, fellow-citizens ! as have now been 
presented, I consented to connect my personal effoits 
and interests with your rising college. It is eminently, 
as I was given from the first to understand, the college 
of the people. Your charter prohibits sectarianism 
in its government and instructions ; so Aat it is, in fact. 
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an institution for the whole people* With the most 
hearty approbation of these liberal principles, 1 shall 
devote myself to the instruction of the youth, who are 
destined to act no secondary part in public and in private 
life. The responsibilities connected with the under- 
taking have been felt to be great. I sought them not/ 
nor do I shrink from the difficulties or the trials which 
the station may involve. Our hope is, that no sacrifices, 
in this noble cause, will be lost, and that we shall enjoy 
the privilege of seeing our institution realize the most 
sanguine expectations of its patrons and the friendly 
public. 

^* [t will occasion no dissatisfaction to see other stars 
of science arise and shine brightly around us. Let the 
adjacent regions of the West light them up, and pour 
their pure and increasing splendors over the land. It 
will be our privilege to add our light to theirs ; while 
we shall labor hard, not to be lost in their superior 
brightness, nor even eclipsed in the comparison. Our 
purpose is, never to rest while Wabash-college shall 
lack any advantages for the student, which are offered 
by the highest class of American colleges. Nor let it 
be said, that we purpose rashly. We look to you and 
our fellow-citizens throughout this immense region, for 
a generous co-operation in realizing it. We look to the 
liberality, if need be, of eastern friends. We look up 
to him, whose beneficent providence has hitherto fol- 
lowed our endeavors with very encouraging success. 
Here, then, let multitudes of talented youth be trained 
to those principles of action and enterprise, which shall 
render them most useful members of the civil commu- 
nity, and ineffable blessings in the favored churches of 
our common Lord. May the foundations, which it is 
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our prkilege te lay, be those on which others also shall 
build gloriously for science and patriotism and our holy 
religion, till generations, now unborn, of this beautiful 
land, and the grateful dwellers in many a distant coun- 
try, shall rise up and call this institution blessed." 

In the ensuing vacation, he went forth on an agency 
for the college. Leaving home in the latter part of 
July, he proceeded westerly to Perrysville on the west- 
ern side of the Wabash, and then southerly on the saqie 
side of the river to Terre-Haute, passing through 
Eugene on the Vermillion River, and tarrying over night 
at Newport, where he preached in the court-house. He 
spent tbe last Sabbath of July in Clinton, where he ad- 
-ministered the sacrament, and preached, besides the 
Sabbath, on Monday and Friday-evenings. " On 
Wednesday-morabg," he says, " as I was preparing 
for an early ride, a fine looking master-carpenter called 
to see me, and inquire what he should do to be saved." 
He had been awakened by Mr. B.'s preaching, and 
from having been a most careless sinner became a de- 
cided friend of Jesus. 

He tarried a week at Terre-Haute, (which he de- 
scribes as resembling, in all respects, a New-England 
village, containing many wealthy and intelligent peo- 
ple,) and then about the tenth of August returned 
homeward. On the 14th, he attended a communion- 
service in what is called the Virginia settlement, and 
thence hastened to fulfil a similar appointment for 
Coal-creek. He reached the latter place on the 19th, 
and preached the sermon at the installation of the 
Bev« John Crawford as pastor of the church in that 
place. 

On the following day he was taken sick^ and so con- 
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tinned for ten days, unable to return to his &mily. 
Having somewhat recovered, he reached home just in. 
time to witness the death of his youngest child, who bore 
his own name. " I have not/' he says, '^ during my 
sickness and affliction, experienced any disposition to 
murmur against God He has appeared kind and 
gracious in his dealings with me and mine. ^ Bless the 
Lord, O my soul V " 

He now began to feel the effects of his summer-ex* 
posure. The bilious remittent fever, so prevalent in 
that wide region, and so fatal to the new resident, soon 
after seized upon him, laid him prostrate, and brought 
him to the verge of the grave. Several weeks was he 
laid ^ide, and, during a part of the time, " in doubt 
whether restoration or death was to be the result.'' 

As he became convalescent, he wrote, October 6M, to 
a friend in New-York, — ** / am very likely to fall a 
sacrifice to the labors and anxieties of my present situa- 
tion." His thoughts were naturally turned to a con- 
sideration of the importance of making some provision 
for his family in case of such an event. " When I left 
New- York," he remarks, '^ I did it, not rich from the 
liberality of my people and friends. All treated me 
lovingly — all did as much as I had reason to expect. 
But having settled every thing, and put the surplus of 
my little property into my pocket-book for use, I actu- 
ally found myself worth less than one hundred and fifty 
dollars." Eighteen years had he faithfully and labori^ 
ously toiled in his Master's service, and now be was to 
begin the world anew with almost nothing. He that 
would lay up treasure on the earth must seek it in some 
other profession than the gospel-ministry. Seldom in- 
deed has the poor nunister any thing to bestow upon 
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his children at his death, save a father's ' God llessycuP 
Or if he has aught else, it has come to him in some 
other way than in payment for his arduous services, or 
compensation for his many sacrifices, — ^such as few are 
called to make. 

On the 22d ofOdxber^ he says, — ^^'It has pleased 
the Lord to restore me to a measure of my former 
health, but I am still very feeble. Soon after I began 
to recover, our youngest daughter, Louisa, was taken 
with the dysentery. But she too has been spared. 
Mercy has been mingled with affliction. Still can I 
say, I trust, that I do not murmur against the dispensa- 
tions of God. I hope that these trials will be sanctified 
to me and my family. 

^^ This day has been set apart as a day of humiliation 
and prayer, on account of our afflictions. God grant 
that it may not be in vain. We have need of more 
grace ; and, especially, of a more practical sense of our 
obligations to God. May the blessed Spirit communicate 
them to us !" 

In entering upon a new year, after his complete re- 
covery of health, he fulfilled the design which he had 
intended to have accomplished sooner, and from which 
he had been diverted by sickness. On the 2d ofJanu-- 
art/y 1837, he addressed the following letter 

"to the seventh PRESBYTERIAN CONGREOATION IN THE 

CITY OF NEW-YORK: 

" Very dear Brethren aiid Friends: 

" You will easily believe, that the commencement of 
a new year does not fail to remind me of the mutual 
congratulations with which we were accustomed to 
meet on this tsQcial occasion. I have not indeed ceased 
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to have you in habitual remembrance ; and to experi- 
ence an habitual desire for your prosperity. Convinced 
as I was, that the sphere of usefulness which offered 
here was great and urgent in its claims, I could never 
have been persuaded to occupy it at the expense of 
sacrificing your interests. I never doubted but God 
would protect and enlarge you ; and that the friendly 
and Christian manner, in which you gave me up at the 
call of Providence, would receive the testimony of his 
approbation. 

" The satisfaction afforded me by reports of your sob- 
sequent harmony, increased by hopeful converts, and 
generous endeavors to multiply the means of regular in- 
struction, has been very great. I also praise God, and 
give you many thanks, for your kind remembrance of 
me and mine before the mercy-seat. We shall con- 
tinue, Christian friends ! to need an interest in your 
prayers, and, while we live, to offer up our requests on 
your behalf. There is not a family nor an individual of 
you, formerly comprised in my charge, whose best in- 
terests we should not love to promote. 

^' It is this undiminished attachment to you, and not 
any want of confidence in your pastor, that now induces 
me to address to you a few thoughts, which may be 
found appropriate to your present circumstances, and 
not unworthy of your serious attention. 

" The summit of prosperity is not the safest position, 
either for individuals or bodies of men. It is especially 
hazardous for religious communities, because of thei 
difficulty which in such circumstances is experienced, 
in maintaining the meekness and filial dependence of 
the gospel. Then it is, that the extended interests of 
the church often require the greatest wisdom in their 
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nmnagementy and that Christians are eoi&moDlj most 
deficient in seeking it from above. We feel strong in 
prosperity ; and wise^ when our measures have been 
divinely succeeded. Hence the reaction, sometimes 
observed to follow extensive revivals of religion, and the 
dreary night which settles down upon the favored 
churches, 

^* Dear brethren ! I would hope that this calamity is 
not reserved for you. The blessing you have experi- 
enced has been great and singular ; it has excited the 
wonder of many and ealled forth thanksgivings to 
God ; — ^but its full and most happy influence cannot be 
realized, except through your persevering zeal and 
harmony in every gopd work. By no other means can 
it be made to tell most extensively upon the interests 
of dying men. 

" In reviewing (as I often do) the history of the Se- 
venth Presbyterian church, I am particularly impressed 
with one fact. Amidst all our difficulties and trials, there 
ever remained with us the spirit of union. The mem- 
bers were drawn to each other by that bond of the new 
covenant, which, by uniting tbem to a common Father, 
made them brethren. Their prayers were not hindered. 
Whatever was attempted had the best chance of suc- 
ceeding, because urged on with united hands. I am con- 
strained to regard this blessed union as eminently the 
foundation of our success, and specially pleasing to EUm 
who inculcated so pathetically upon his disciples ^ the 
new commandment.' 

" I dwell on this topic of union not only for its in- 
trinsic beauty and indispensable influence in extending 
the reign of the gospel, but from a painful impression, 
that obstacles to its mainjtenance have been of late un- 
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necessarily multiplied There is a mj^asure of fanaticism 
abroad among evangelical Christians, or, at least, (for 
I would prefer a middle term,) an extravagance of cal- 
culation which borders on it. Reform is its watchword ; 
but mark the application. It is twofold. One class 
of zealous brethren are in haste to perfect all things in 
religion and morals and our political system, by inno- 
vating rashly on established forms and principles. * Let 
us overturn and overturn, and make all things new,' is 
the import of their measures and their speculations. 
But it is quite certain that no change in the forms of 
visible Christianity, nor in the terms of communion, nor 
in the mode of supporting Christian ordinances and 
maintaining church-discipline, will realize the needed 
reformation. Professors will continue to err, and the 
impenitent to despise their mercies, in despite of all 
human arrangement]^ and every injQuence except that 
of the Holy Spirit. 

"Another class of brethren, equally sincere and 
strenuous in their way, are intent upon exactly the 
opposite course^ * Let us return,' they say, * to the 
strictness of ancient discipline. We will interpret pur 
standards of doctrine in the strictest manner, and toler- 
ate no deviation from them. All shall be made to 
speak precisely one and the same language.' These 
brethren again are employed in attempting impossibi- 
lities. Both plans are Utopian. The evil of both is 
their 'practical intolerance^ no less than their tendency 
to subvert the present order of the churches, which ex- 
perience has proved of incalculable benefit. Those 
who seek to innovate, as w^U as those who discouri- 
tenance the most harmless changes, are busy in enlist- 
ing partisans, and drawing the greyest number to their 
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side. Meanwhile, truly catholic Christians will expe- 
rience great reluctance to both extremes ; and, in many 
instances, prefer being pressed between the upper and 
the nether millstone. The same is true of individual 
churches. 

" I doubt not, Christian friends ! but you have sub- 
stantially these views, and are united in the desire to 
avoid both extremes. It is the only method of certainly 
escaping needless and destructive controversy. I term 
this controversy needless j because I am persuaded there 
is no very considerable departure, in the Presbyteriaa 
communion, from the great principles of our doctrinal 
standards ; and destructive, because it alienates minis- 
ters and churches from each other, and from their work 
of converting men. Need I add, that it grieves away 
the Spirit of grace ? Observe the settled pastors, who 
are known to be most actively engaged in it ; mark 
the churches subjected to the ministrations of such 
brethren. Are they the successful laborers and the 
fruitful spots in our Master's vineyard I Do they not 
rather exhibit the blighted results of misdirected en- 
deavors, and sufficiently expose, if the mists of preju- 
dice did not blind even good men, the infatuation of 
these contentions ? In truth, my brethren ! the worst 
and most injurious heresy in our communion, is want 
of brotherly love. No other is so offisnsive to God. 
So entirely am I persuaded of this fact, that a revela- 
tion from heaven could not add to my assurance. 

•• I am aware that these views will be regarded by 
some as superficial, if not pusillanimous ; but I appeal 
to. you for the fact, that, during more than seventeen 
years' ministry, I acted in strict accordance with them. 
Without abating one iota from the claims of inspired 
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truth, I labored uniformly to promote peace among 
ourselves, and good will to all the brethren. Never 
have I ceased to rejoice, that I was enabled to pursue 
this course. I bless God that it was ever my aim to 
preach the truth, without reference to the controversies 
existing in our denomination ; and most of all, that it 
was received by you in the spirit of love. The result 
is known to you all. It was not an ordinary result, 
but such as may safely be permitted to indicate to you 
the way of future success and prosperity. Christian 
brethren ! love one another. Extend your candor and 
your charity to all who are enlisted in the cause of our 
common Lord. 

" It afforded me no small satisfaction to learn, that 
the recent accessions to the congregation had been so 
numerous as to render the sanctuary too strait for you. 
The pleasure w^as increased by information of your 
measures to remedy this inconvenience. The proper 
measure was, doubtless, to divide and build another 
temple for God. You have entered upon it, as I am 
told, with entire unanimity. In this enterprise, you will 
be an example to older and more wealthy congrega- 
tions. How desirable that it should not only be splendid 
from its success, but remarkable for the spirit of hbe- 
rality and benevolent co-operation which it shall de- 
velope and cherish. These sister-churches should be 
regarded as comprising one great interest, rendered 
inseparable by a common sympathy and constant re- 
ciprocation of kind offices. It were unnecessary to 
remind you of the immense work which remains to be 
done in your vicinity. You have contemplated it, and 
begun to act upon enlarged views of your responsibility. 
My prayer is, that you may act up to the greatness and 
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solemn character of the eternal interests involved in 
this undertaking. 

^' But while I am adverting to the claims of others 
upon you for the means of instruction, do I not address 
some, who enjoy without improving these means to 
their own salvation 1 You admit, dear friends ! the 
value and your personal need of religion. You do it 
publicly, by frequenting the house of God, and contri* 
buting your part to sustain Christian institutions. Your 
judgment and conscience have already declared for 
Christ. Why then does your heart alone maintain the 
war against'him, and, at the hazard of your soul, reject 
his proffered mercy 1 

*^ I will not conceal my anxiety for those of you, in 
particular, to whom I ministered many years in vain. 
With the hope of finding your names, have I examined 
&e lists that were sent me of hopeful converts and 
recent professors. I have done it with anxious desires, 
that have not been realized : * the harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, and you are not saved.' Do I not 
utter a truth, already written in your consciences, and 
in the book of Godl Shall it prove an indelible 
record ? Must the last great day present this sad re* 
suit of all your opportunities ? Be assured, my dear 
friends ! I would not now recall one sentence of my 
public or private exhortations and warnings to escape 
firom the wrath to come. I should condemn myself as 
unfaithful to your happiness, had they been less fre- 
quent or less urgently pressed. Once again, I entreat 
you to make a serious business of personal religion, — 
to do it now, while mercy lingers, and there is hope of 
securing the favor of God. ' I pray you in Christ's 
stead, be ye reconciled .to God.' 
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*' And now, beloved friends ! I desire that you may 
abound more and more in the fruits of righteousness. 
May the God of peace abide with you and your be- 
loved Pastor. And may we all at last know the joy 
of meeting in those blessed mansions, where sin and 
painful separations and disappointu^ents shall have no 
place. 

^'With the most affectionate salutations, I remain 
yours, in the bonds of Christian love and friendship. 

•* Elihu W. Baldwin." 

Four days afterwards, he addressed to a member of 
the session of the new church, a letter of a similar 
character :— " I experience,*' he writes, "very special 
interest in the success of your new enterprise. It is indeed 
a gre^t undertaking. I think you have made a promis- 
ing beginning. Your location is good. The colony 
is large, and will have the advantage of commencing 
with a numerous Sabbath-school. Every member 
should consider his responsibilities greatly augmented 
by his connection with this enterprise. Were I en- 
listed in it as your pastor, I should desire — 

" 1. To have the mind of every individual engaged 
with me, solemnly impressed with the magnitude of the 
undertaking. You should go to it with large views of 
the results before you, and a deep and babitual sense of 
your need of divine assistance. We accomplish no- 
thing for Christ, without his good Spirit. 

*' 2. To preserve myself and the new church as free 
as possible from all controversy, which is not insepar- 
able from preaching and living the truth. I would not 
wish my people known as a " new-measure" or " old- 
measure" congregation ; as " new-school" or " old- 
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BchooV — " pro-dftvery" or ** anti-daTery," &c I 
would hang out no such flag to warn whole classes of 
impenitent men from associating with us, in sustain- 
ing and hearing the gospel. 

^^ 3. To cultirate a friendly and generous spirit towards 
the Seventh Presbyterian church : I do not approve 
of strictly collegiate charges; but the relations of that 
church to you are such as call for particular union and 
co-operation. I do hope, that no root of bitterness 
will be allowed to spring up between you. 

'^4. To see the female members associated in a 
weekly prayer-meeting by themselves. No church 
will have much spirituality without such a meeting. 
Pious mothers have more influence than any other 
class of professors, in giving tone to the piety of the 
church. 

^* 6. To bring the entire neighborhood, in which yoa 
propose to locate, under religious culture. This may 
be done by weekly lectures, prayer-meetings, visiting 
for Sabbath-schools, distributing tracts, pastoral visita* 
tibn, &c. 

** 6. To have the church keep days of prayer, with, 
special reference to their enterprise. This was done 
with great effect and most blessed results, in the first 
years of the Seventh church. 

'<7. To accomplish much with but little noise. 
Churches sometimes become vain of their success, and 
grieve away the Holy Spirit. This may be one reason 
why the oldest churches are not the most frequently 
favored with revivals of religion, especially in our 
large cities. 

^^ 8. To have my people from the beginning, manifest 
a practical interest in the benevolent efforts of the age. 
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If distiiigfiisfaedy I would have them knovn as a prayer** 
ful, generous, and working church: — the working 
churches, if they avoid unnecessary peculiarities in 
their organization, terms of communion, and discipline^ 
will get possession of the city, ^ 

^^ These few suggestions comprise nothing very in* 
structive or rare. Gathering churches is a plain, 
straight-forward business : it demands prayer, and hard 
work, and union of heart. 

*^ I wish you to give me early infbrmation of your 
movements and prospects. Salute your pastor in my 
name. I hope he will be abundantly blessed in his 
labors. — I am in great want of news from our friends 
in your vicinity. My family are fayored with healthy 
and continue to have a good prospect of being useful 
in our present location. We do not forget our friends 
in New -York. Our heart is still with you." 

It may be proper,* in this connection, to state, that, 
in consequence of a powerful outpouring of the Spirit 
upon the people of Mr. Baldwin's former charge^ 
which continued from July 1835 for nearly a year, 
and which resulted in an addition of more than 300 
members to the church, and in a continually-overflow- 
ing congregation, it was determined to undertake a 
amilar enterprise in an adjacent neighborhood. Ac- 
cordingly 74 individuals, including one half of the 
eldership, were, with three other individuals, organized 
on the 12th of Augnst, 1836, into a Christian church, 
by the name of the Madison-^t. Presbyterian church. 
The Rev. James W. McLanb was installed as their 
Pastor on the fourth of the following November. 

A second revival, scarcely inferior in power to the 
one just-mentioned, followed, commencing with January 
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1837, to which allusion is made in the letter which 
follows : — ^^ March 29. — My very dear friend ! — ^Your 
fevor of the 16th inst. reached me a few hours since. 
I had waited with much anxiety for some communis 
cation from New-York, which should inform me how 
things were going on in your section of the city. The 
announcement of a letter from you was peculiarly- 
pleasant. I cannot bless God sufficiently for its con- 
tents. I do rejoice in all the success which is granted 
to Brother Hatfield's labors. My desire and prayer is, 
that he may retain the confidence of the congregation, 
and prove ten times more successful than it was my 
privilege to be. It gave me real satisfaction to learn 
that the congregation found themselves able to raise 
his salary, and did it without a division. I saw in this 
circumstance additional proof of the growth and in- 
creasing liberality of his people. May the Holy Spirit 
descend upon them more and more, till they all shall 
know God. 

" Nor am I less deeply interested in the success of 
the new enterprise. Your account of brother McLane 
affords me great satisfaction. We need ministers, in 
these days of contention among brethren, and of bold 
innovations, who love the truth, without partyism or a 
sectarian spirit. We need men of deep and humble 
piety. I rejoice very much in your union. Union is 
strength. Christian union in advancing the cause of 
Christ, takes hold of the strength of God. While you 
continue to be of one heart, you will continue to 
prosper. I have always found it so, in every good 
enterprise which has come under my observation. 

" I could wish it were in my power to name a time 
when I may probably visit New-York ; but I cannot 
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at present do it. I have in most affectionate remem- 
brance every one of the friends mentioned in your 
letter as desiring to be remembered to me. Tell brother 

H , that I can never forget, \vhile I live, the grace 

of God which was manifest in him and his dear family. 
I pray that every blessing may rest upon him and them. 
It gives mepleasure to learn the names of those who have 
been elected elders in the Seventh Presbyterian church. 
They are good men, and I trust will feel the weight of 
their responsibilities to be faithful in their place. In- 
deed, I am delighted, t am overwhelmed, when I think 
of the great mercy of Ood to the people, once my 
charge. I only fear lest they should be lifted up more 
than is meet by their prosperity, and become strong in 
their success. I pray God that such may not be the 
result. 

'' I am just now recovering from a severe though not 
dangerous bilious attack. It was accompanied with 
very little fever, but took me off from my official duties 
for several weeks. We are about our work. The 
number of students in the college, the term now closing, 
has been unusually large. The measure of improve- 
ment observable in the students, is extremely gratifying 
to us. I wish I could tell you of a revival of religion 
among them. I can say, that a large proportion of the 
students are pious, and have the holy ministry in view. 
I trust you will remember us still in your prayers." 

Again on the 1st of April he adds the following : — 
** The present week closes the second term of our col- 
lege-year. We have just had an exhibition by the 
two societies, which comprise the students in college. 
It has affijrded happy proof of the progress of the 
students in useful knowledge, and will, no doubt, in* 
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crease tbe popularity of the institotioii. We are bard 
at vorky to promote the interests of sound and Chris- 
tian education in this immense region ; and even now, 
do not appear to labor in Tain. But wbat might ^e 
not accomplish with means adequate to the demands 
of the country ? Where are the rich and generous 
and patriotic individuals, viho would extend their in- 
fluence over millions of minds, and send it down to 
distant generations 1 A well-endowed. Christian col- 
lie at the West, would more certainly realize their 
wishes, than any other institution. 

"I rejoice greatly in the prosperity of the Tract 
Society. {Something will, I think, be done fer you 
here. Tbe volume-enterprise strikes me as a most 
happy part of your operations; and one which the 
necessities of the West particularly demand. I .like 
your selection, and tbe style in which tbe volumes are 
executed. Thousands of families in this great vallej 
would purchase them, were they presented at their 
doors." 

On the day following the next commencement, in 
July, be left home on a visit to New-York, for the double 
purpose of visiting the people of his first love, and 
promoting the interests of the college, which were 
likely to suffer detriment by the remarkable reverses of 
the times. In the^ months of March and April, some 
of the most extensive traders and manufacturers, to-. ! 

gether with hundreds of smaller bouses, proved bank- 
rupt I and in the course of May nearly all the banks 
in the United States suspended specie payments. Of 
the subscriptions, which had been obtained in the East 
for tbe college, about one-half had been paid; the 
remainder was to be received in anpual instalments* 
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The eoUectioii of these was rendered difib^t by the 
failure, perhaps, of some, and the high rate of domes- 
tic exchange* It was necessary that CMie, whose in- 
fluence was so great and happy in and about New- 
York, should visit the city, and make the college secure. 

The first Sabbath after leaving home was passed at 
Cincinnati, and the second in Harrisburg, Penn. He 
arrived in New-York at noon on Tuesday, the 25th of 
July. His account of the manner in which he was 
received is characteristic, and shows, too, how much 
he had won the hearts of his former acquaintuices :— 
" After a hasty dinner," he writes to Mrs; B., " I made 
my way into the lower part of the city, where I had 
letters to deliver. About six o'clock I made my ap- 
pearance at the Tract-House, occasioning about as 
much wonder as you w^uld expect. I need not say 
that my reception was cordial Miough. M-- ■ began, 
the first moment he saw me, his apology for not writing. 
He had in fact written a letter too big almost for 
brother Jonathan's mail, which therefore had not got 
on. His house and .every thing were at my service, — 
only he wanted to know wh^ we should start for 

Cony Island ! Brother A smiled and wept. He 

wished me to go directly home vrith him — and so I 
did. We had tea in due time. The family made the 
Idndest inquiries after you and the children. Having 
drank a cup of black tea, I made my first call at Mr. 

O 's. L met me at the door, and I soon had 

the family all around me. 

'* It was the regular night for prayer'^meeting in 
both the churches. I accordingly slipped over in the 
dude of evening, to look into my old session-room. 
Kot.a soul of the congregation who would be present 
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knew of my arrt?al. No one detected my approach. 
I reached the door of the session-room, and looked in 
upon the assembly. It was a beautiful aght : the room 
was clean, well lighted, and well filled. Brother Hat- 
field was standing before the pulpit, and earnestly en- 
gaged in addressing them. I entered silently, passed 
along the back of the seats, and was on the point of 
sitting down, when he recognized me, and immediately 
arrested his discourse. The color came up into his 
face, as he said to the congregation — ^**I have the 
pleasure of introducing to you your former pastor, who 
is now in the room." The sensation produced, I could 
not easily describe. Some who were present say, that 
there was not a dry eye in the congregation. I am 
9ure my eyes were not dry. I said but little to them 
more than that I was in every respect unprepared, and 
in truth, unable to address them ; and had come to the 
lecture-room thus unexpectedly, to gain a proof of their 
practical estimate of prayer-meetings, and present them 
my friendly salutation. Our meeting after service was 
most painfully pleasant. A hundred kind inquiries 
were made after you and our dear children. The old 
members took my hand and wept 

" I lectured on Friday evening for the new congre- 
gation in Madison-street, in prospect of their sacra- 
mental occasion. There again I met with a multitude 
of former members. Sabbath-morning I preached in 
the old church, to a most crowded assembly ;^— a 
great number came up to the pulpit to salute me after 
service.'* 

Nothing apparently was wanting to his enjoyment in 
these scenes of overpowering interest but the presence 
of the loved ones at home. How much he thought of 
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them, and bow strong his domestic feelings were, may 
be seen by what he writes to Mrs. B. on the 5th of 
August: — "My dearest friend! — I am almost afraid 
that you will undervalue my hasty and ill-written epis- 
tles ; and think I bad done better to have sent you fewer 
and more careful ones. I just hint my apprehensions, 
to let it be understood, that I do not in fact regard the 
most careful and polished composition at all too good 
for my best beloved, but only want the requirite time. 
You and our dear images are almost constantly in 
my thoughts ; and removed from my heart, never. 

" Your letter of Monday-morning by Mr. Crawford 
was most grateful to my feelings. I almost resolved, on 
receiving it, that I would never again dissuade you from 
writing at the last moment to any friend. But then 
again, I thought, she has but one such friend in the 
world. Am I not right 1 — and then the inference will 
not hold. Others have not the same claim. 

" You vrill not be sorry to learn, that I am enjoying 
the best health. I find it necessary, however, to take 
things easy, and not expose myself too much to the 
action of the sun, reflected from so many brick-walla. 
I find many friends who give me the most hearty wel- 
come to the best they have. I spent the last night at 
Mr. C 's ; — ^family are all well — made many in- 
quiries after you and the children. * This room,' said 

Mr. C , as he conducted me to my bed-chamber, 

' I wish you to conader as your own while you stay in 
the city.* 

*^ My present calculation b to remain in the city, till 
the last Monday of this month. It is made to meet the 
wishes of the Colony-church in Madison-^treet, by of- 
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fidatbg at the dedication of their house of worship. 
Br. Hatfield is about leaving the city for three weeks, 
and I am earnestly requested to take charge of my old 
people in the mean time. So you see that I have a 
plenty of work on hand ; as wdl as some prospect of 
visitiBg.'' 

At the ckMte of the period o( whidi he speaks above, 
he says in another letter, .^Mg. 27 j — ^* I have just fin- 
ished the work allotted me for the last Sabbath that I 
expect to spend in New*York. The morning I gave, as 
you will learn from the New*York Observer, to Br. 
McLane's congregation in Mai&son street We broke 
bread, in the afternoon, in my old church ; and this 
evening I have preadud a farewell in the same place. 
The choir conduded witti — ^ When shall we meet 
again,'' sung in the best style. I cannot describe to 
you the manifestations of friendly feelings to me and 
my absent family, wluch have everywhere met me. 

*^ There has been but one circumstance, which has 
subtracted firom the pleasure of my visit ; that is^ your 
absence, and the absence of our older diildren. I can- 
not enjoy sudi attentions alone, lliey are like your 
Sowers and moonlight, unless they can be shared with 
you. In spite of them all^ I think of ^ home, sweet 
home." Homeward myself and mother hope to set 
our faces, on Tuesday. If favored by Providence, we 
expect to reach Pittsburg ,the first Sabbath, and 
Indianapolis, perhaps CrawfordsviUe, the Sabbath 
after.'' 

In a letter to his successor in the pastoral charge, he 
describes under date of Od, 6, his return to Indiana. — 
^* I reached Philadelphia with my aged parent on Tu^- 
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day, in time to secure our passage to Pittsburg the fol- 
lowing morning. We found ourselves in that western 
Birmingham on Saturday. We rested there during the 
Sabbath. On Monday we resumed our journey, and 
arrived, after a pleasant passage, at Cincinnati, Wed- 
nesday-evening. The weather had become unpleasant 
and the roads bad. We however moved on by stage 
to Indianapolis, which we reached the following Fri- 
day, but not in time to take the stage for Crawfords- 
ville. There we suffered almost a week's detention, in 
consequence of the bad state of the roads and a want 
of suitable conveyances. It would have proved a more 
painful disappointment, had we not found ourselves 
among friends ; who not only afforded us entertainment, 
but gave us plenty of work. It was a compunion- 
season of the Presbyterian church in Indianapolis. Br. 
McK had failed of obtaining help for the ser- 
vices, and wished me to fill the breach. I did so as 
well as the circumstances of our case would permit ; 
and had the privilege of pteaehing to the good people 
of Indianapolis once a day, during the six days we re- 
mained with them. 

** Br. McK , you will recollect, is an old-school 

man, and was a member of the Assembly's inquisito- 
rial committee. But it is only of such heretics, as he 
beard reported in the Convention and sees described in 
the Presbyterian, that he is afraid. Like many others, 
he is the dupe of Common Fame. But for Uie thou- 
sand rumors afloat, he would live peaceably with all 
his brethren and let controversy alone. 

*^ After this detention, we had a prosperous journey 
home, and, I need not add, met with a welcome recep- 
tion. 1 found the family well, and the affairs of the 
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college in a pmninog state. Oar large eififice is now 
inclosed. The coUege-term has commenced with an 
encouraging number of students. We are pressed 
however for funds, and may soon be obliged to dismiss 
our mechanics for want of them. 

" I cannot Ascribe to yoo the heart-felt satisfaction 
which my visit to my former charge has afforded me. 
The results that I witnessed while among them, of your 
labors and of the blessing of God, more than equalled 
my expectation. I rejoice with you and them. I was 
specially gratified with the Christian harmony and 
spirit of co-operation, which distingiush the. two con- 
gregations and their pastors. '^Let brotherly love 
continue." I desire and pray, that it may continue. I 
did exceedingly regret that I was obliged to disappoint 
many of my acquaintance of the visits they requested, 
and which I expected to make them^ The reason yoa 
know. My time was much more occupied with odier 
important matters, than I had anticipated on my first 
arrivaL 

^ '^ If I neglected some, I do not forget them, nor 
cease to pray for them. I only wish that Mrs. B. 
could have shared my satisfaction; and have seen 
with her eyes, what I was privileged to see* She de- 
ares to be affectionately remembered to yon and to 
sister H. I found on my arrival that the books, sent 
to the Society of Inquiry in college by our female 
friends, had not arrived. They are understood to be on 
the way ; and when receive<^ will be duly acknow- 
ledged by the society. 

" My visit has served to increase my anxiety to hear 
from you and the congregation. My heart's desire and 
prayer, is, that you and your dear wife may find yoiur 



UY. DB. BALDWIN. 346 

labors of love among the Seventh Presbyterian con- 
gregation most pleasant and fruitful. May God give 
ycQ manj precious revivals. 

Yours, in the best of bonds." 

To an dder of the new church, he wrote on the 
28ih Oct. as follows : — ** The interest that I experience 
in the prosperity of my former charge, makes me anx* 
ious to know all about your affairs. Every incident 
connected with the character and success of your two 
coiigregations,and of the individual families composing 
them, is valuable to me. 

" My visit to my friends in New-York, particularly to 
the two beloved churches, was one of unmixed satis* 
faction. I rejoiced more than I ever had anticipated in 
their prosperity. The only subject of regret is my own 
deficiency. I could not visit as manyy nor any as much 
as I intended. My friends must forgive this wrong, and 
impute it to other causes than indifference. My return 
occupied more time than I had expected. The college- 
edifice had progressed handsomely during my absence, 
and we have now the prospect of occupying a part of 
it the next session. It is a fine building, and not in- 
ferior to the best of the Yale college-halls. Our number 
of students is on the increase, notwithstanding the hard- 
ness of the times. Many of them are poor, and are 
obliged to work hard for an education. We all expe- 
rience great inconveniences from the pecuniary pres^ 
sure, but do not despair of ultimate success. 

'^ The demon of contention is abroad in our churches. 
The question of sustaining the General Assembly in their 
late acts of excision, makes havoc of brotherly love 
and Christian influence. When will the church get rid 
of the spirit of persecution 1" 

16* 
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In December be visited IndianapoliS) tbe capital of 
tbe state, and delivered on tbe 27tby an ** Address on 
tbe encouragement of emulation in tbe Education of 
Youtb, before tbe Education Convention of Indiana.'' 
It was ^ publisbed by order of the senate*' of tbe 
state. It has been truly remarked, by one of his asso- 
ciates in college, that " every public effort of tbe pre- 
sident seemed to give character to the institution, and 
bis management of its internal affairs was of that pa- 
ternal and conciliatory kind which secured for him and 
the college the lasting affection of all who fell under 
his influence." 

In tbe course of tbe following month some symp- 
toms of an incipient revival became apparent in the 
town of Crawfordsville, which, in the months of Feb- 
ruary and March, resulted in a general work of grace 
in the college as well as in tbe town. ^ For some 
time past," be remarks, ^ one or two months at least, 
there has been more than ordinary seriouaiess evinced 
in tbe attention of the people of this village to Chris- 
tian instruction. The students connected with college 
have also manifested a like interest. Last week a 
series of evening-meetings were commenced in the 
Presbyterian church. Ood has blessed the means em- 
ployed. Many of the students have experienced, as 
we hope, the grace of Ood in bringing them near to 
him. Tbe work is also interesting and increasing in 
tbe village. For such mercy, I desire to give thanks 
to God, and I pray that it may extend. My own fa- 
mily do not seem to be passed by, but I have great 
anxiety respecting some of them. Tbe Lord have 
mercy." 

The revival resulted in the hopeful conversion of 
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about thirty students, and of many in the village. Mr. 
Baldwin's eldest daughter was of the number who, in 
consequence, became connected with the church. His 
only son also was tenderly affected, and expressed a hope. 

Early in February, he received a very urgent call 
from the Manhattan-Island church in the city ot New- 
York to become their pastor. This church was located 
in what was at first a considerable part of his former 
field of labor. Large inducements were held out, by 
many of lus former friends, in hopes of drawing him 
once more to dwell among them. The people of his 
former charge were perfectly cordial in the movement, 
believing that it would be greatly to the building up 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. 

As his manner was, he at once laid himself open to 
conviction, and sought to know the path of duty. To 
one of his correspondents be writes, Feb. 8th» — ^ The 
call that I have received from Manhattan-Island, came 
most unexpectedly. You can hardly conceive how 
powerfully it appeals to my feelings. The enterprise 
before the little church is entirely such as I would 
select, I have lost nothing of my partiality for the 
pastor's ofiice. 

♦* Br. Hatfield writes me very kindly on the subject. 
But all that I have yet received has been from friends, 
who may be denominated parties in the case. I have 
need of more information. Will you not send me what 
you know respecting the practical interest, which this 
movement on Manhattan-Island appears to excite. 
Will any of the leading and influential families put 
their hands to it, in case of my acc^ptjojce ? Have 
their incipient arrangements beep inade, with encou- 
rag^g prospects 1 
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^ I do not doobt the land feelings of our friends in 

New^York, In this case I want their sober judgment. 

^^ Does the object presented in the call, connected 
with the circumstances of my former connection with 
the people on M^hattan-Island, and my advantages 
for gathering a congregation there, appear to justify 
my return, in the eyes of judicious and pious laymen ? 
Write soon and let me know your mind." 

If at the first he was in doubt as to his duty in the 
case, his doubts were soon removed. The manifest 
evidence of bis usefulness in the college, in connection 
with the precious revival of religion in which his labors 
were so much blessed, soon put at rest all thoughts of 
change. The call was accordingly declined, but not 
without a struggle, as appears from the following letter 
to a friend : — 

« Jpril SSthy 1838.r~You have ere this been in- 
formed of the answer given to my call from Manhattan- 
Island. I need not assure you of the pain it occasioned 
me to decline it. The field is just what I should covet, 
while I experience a sympathy with the congregation, 
which no stranger to them can understand ; but in this, 
as in most other movements of much consequence, I 
have been obliged to follow what seemed to be duty, 
in opposition to inclination and apparent interest A 
good man has but one question to settle. I am not 
however dissatisfied here, but ^d it a severe trial, as I 
expected, to give up the pastoral office. 

** The revival in our cpjlege has given a new im- 
pulse to our efforts for the moral improvement of this 
new country. It has been a precious visitation of God. 
The subjects of it appear extremely well. No disorder 
or extravagance of any sort accompanied the woik. 
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There is still some measure of the divine iofloenee lio-' 
gering among us; and wbieb we are not without hopes 
may increase. I wish my friends in New-York to be 
reminded that the ridges of the Alkghanies will not 
intercept the prevalency of th^ prayers for us* There 
is a way of reachmg distant friends and blessing them 
with faeaTenly blesai^, eren while that Stance re- 
mains unAn^nished.'' 

To ooe who bad addressed to Um a dissuanve on the 
snbject o{ the call, be replied more at length : — ^' I 
thank you kindly for yoinr timdy and faithful letter. 
The result of the call you will have beard before now* 
I considered myself bound to give k the serious consp* 
deration I did, and have no doubt that I did right ia 
decKning it 

*^ I have never intimated to any one^ that I expe* 
rience any disappointment or disutiafwtioB in my pre- 
sent situation. I have not been dissat isfi ed. The pros^ 
|>ects of the college are as favorable as could have 
been expected in the embarrassed state of the coimtry. 
We are in great want of funds to complete our college*- 
edifice and for other purposes; but we hope, neverthe- 
less, to sustain ourselves in some way. The favor of 
the institution with the people is increasing perhaps 
fast enough. We might have 150 students within a 
jear or two, if the needful accommodations were pro- 
vided. About 2500 dollars will complete our building. 
More than 12,000 dollars have already been expended 
in its construction. 

^' My personal reception here has been su^ciently 
friendly and flattering. I have never sought popularity, 
and, to tell the truth, never supposed I had much claim 
to it, My desire is to do my duty in every atu^tion ; 
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and the impresskm of my senrices here «s Presideiit, 
(I ray it to ft finendy) bas appeared lo realize the ex^ 
pectations of the friends of the college, I state these 
facts to show, that there is absolutely no foundatioafbr 
the report in New^York, that myself or family are dis- 
satisfied. 

'^ Bttt while I say this, I confess to yon, I feel, as 
when I left New-York, a great reluctance to give up 
the pastoral office. Were it consistent with my dutyj 
I woiihi be a pastor still. Nothing bnt an impressidB 
of daty erer separated me from my charge id New- 
York. I hav^ aoeustomed myself, 1^ the grace of God, 
from the time of my conversion to Christ, to follow 
duty, without much reference to my personal interest 
or preferences. I dare not do otherwise. 

*' He Waba^-college is better located for exerting 
im extensive influence in &vor of sound learning, com- 
mofHschool education, and liberal Christian principles^ 
than any other institution vk this state. The oountiy 
about us is destined^ within a generation, to contain a 
very dense population. We occiq>y a point wheve 
several extensive lines cS communication, laying open 
to us the west, tod north, and south to an indefinite 
extent, will meet. The town is healthy. Give us the 
funds, and we are not afraid of competition. My asso** 
ciatesin the business of instruction, are very indus» 
trious, »id are becoming able profeissors. The people 
see it, and are sending us their sons in iidl proportion 
to their means. Give us then, I say, the fQemaSj (a few 
thousand dollars will do it,) and Vre h9Y^ % f^ir pros- 
pect of giving character to a great country and a nu- 
merous people. 

*' You are aware that thk sff^te has received a majo- 
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rity of its inhaUtaBts from Pennsylvania, Kentucky, 
and western Virginia. Numbers hare come from 
southern Ohio, who were originally from the south. 
The consequence is, wc have a population, differing in 
many respects from that of New-England or New-York. 
They are soutium in their notions, without however 
being friends to slavery ; and extensively jealous of 
eastern influence. The class of Presbyterians we have 
to do with, are, three individuals out of four, old^schooL 
Of sudi materials at least the young churches were 
originally composed. Maay of the pastors, half in the 
state, perhaps more even, are on the other nde. In 
our Presbytery, there are I think but two pastors, who 
would go with the Greneral Assembly ; and yet, until 
the last meeting, we were uncertain where the majority 
of the Presbytery would be found in relation to the 
recent measures. 

** These facts will show you, that the future charac- 
ters of the churches here, will very much depend on 
the cast of their ministers. A well<^ucated, liberal- 
minded ministry, may now impress their character on 
them. Our college has taken its ground in that 
respect. 

^ For myself, I have seen nothing here to reconcile 
me to kigh-church principles. I am becoming weary 
of the organized aristocracy of Presbyterianism. Ad- 
ministered by unaspiring brethren and in love, our 
Book is just the thing ; in other hands, it is liable to 
become oppressive. I cannot conscientiously labor to 
build up the high Presbyterianism of our church. It 
does not^ take with the mass of our citizens. They 
shrink from a connection with such narrowness and 
intolerance. It is in this view o( our institution, that I 
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think it may do much for this valley. It may send 
forth an influence, which shall aid the reformation of 
our churchy required to adapt it more to the country 
and the spirit of the age. 

*^ I have in this calculation no respect to party-spirit 
From radicalism I wish ever to be delivered, and no 
less, from the ultrusm which now oppresses our com- 
munion.'' 

In the movements which led to the disruption of ** the 
Presbytman church in the United States/' in May, 
1838, he felt the liveliest interest Where prbciples 
so vital were concerned, he could not be neutral. 
Not a moment did he hesitate in the avowal of his 
adherence to constitutional principles of church •order. 
In a letter to a ministerijog brother, at Cmcinnati, he 
expresses under date of June 27th, his unqualified ab- 
horrence of the exscinding acts of the Assembly of 
.1837, and of the new basis proposed in 1838 : — 

^^The first com^mencement in the Wabash-coUege 
will be on the 11th of July; and our Presbytery has been 
called to meet in this village on the following day, at 
the special request ot their Commissioners to the Ge- 
neral Assembly. The simple question, submitted to us, 
virill be, that of approving their course. If we succeed 
in carrying a vote to approve, the subject will proba- 
bly be suifered to rest there, till we know the result 
of some civil processes. 

^^It is not, however, a question with any of the 
ministerial brethren in this immediate vicinity, whether 
we shall approve of the doings of the Reform-Assem- 
blies of 1837 and 1838. We cannot see it our duty 
to countenance revolution and Lynch-law. We are 
united in the opinion, that submission to unconstitutional 
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government, would be treason against thePresbyteriaa 
church. 

" The crisis that we have reached, doubtless requires 
of us all, great watchfulness over our spirits, and much 
circumspection in the adoption of measures. At the 
same time, tbereis need of prompt and efficient action. 
I see no ground to hope for conciliation. The Reform- 
ers are manifestly intent on one thing, and that is, ex- 
cision. If they spare for the present any individuals 
in our communion, that are friendly to volmdary ass0'' 
ciations, and to co-operating with other Christian de- 
nominations in propagating a common Christianity ; if 
they suffer any to draw breath in our church, who do 
not pledge themselves to draw in the sectarian yoke, 
— it is only for the sake of doing the work of excision 
at a more convenient timey and more in detail. 

^ One thing, demanded of us at this time, is, that we 
call things by their right names. Let us hear no more 
about old-school and nevhschooly new-measure^men and 
old-measure-men. The only distinctive appellations, 
applied to the two sides, should be, Constitutionalists 
and Reformers, Constitutional Jlssemtdyy and Reform 
Assembly. Let us use no others in our conversations 
and discussions. I hope that brethren, who think with 
us, will be united in using the phraseology which de- 
signates the nature of the controversy, and will sink all 
other, differences in the conflict for constitutional liber- 
ty ; and that the separation which is impending, may 
evidently, to all Christians, and to the world, hang 
upon this great principle. 

^' After all that has been published on the subject, we 
still need a plain and popular statement of the agitated 
question. Give us a simple narrative of the ground 
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on which the two Synods united in forming the Pres- 
byterian church after the great schism,-— of the cove- 
nants, proposed on our part, and made with the Gene- 
ral Association of Connecticut, and the semi-Ck>ngre- 
gational churches within our bounds, — and of the party 
measures by which these arrangements have been set 
aside. Mark the alterations that have been made in our 
policy, and the innovations upon the spirit and princi- 
ples of our constitution, to carry out these measures. 
The whole ought to be comprised in a cheap tract, of 
eight or twelve pages, and circulated throughout the 
great valley. Could not such a statement be prepared, 
and sent forth in the form of an address to your churches, 
and under the sanction of your Presbytery ? But I 
have written more tfian enough on this subject. Our 
eyes must be upward, my brother ! The Lord guide 
and speed you in this matter/' 

In the Presbytery with which he was connected, the 
matter was viewed in a similar light. On the results of 
their meeting in July, he makes the following observa- 
tions: — 

** On the 12th inst., the Presbytery of Crawfordsville 
convened in this village, and after a warm, but friend- 
ly discussion, decided, twenty-four to seven, to consider 
the Constitutional Assembly, which met last May, in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, the true 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 'in the 
United States. We are thus thrown into two denomi- 
nations. The evil is great; but it does not follow that 
the good effects will not be greater. This separation, 

" 1. Will deprive the community of all occasion for 
political jealousy of Presbyterians. They are now too 
much divided among themselves. 
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<* 2. Will put both sides on thrir guard against the 
evils to which they are liable. In both bodies, the 
moderate men are a great majority. Their influence 
will be more felt, when the causes, which led to ex- 
treme measures, have passed away. 

"3. Will augment the catholic spirit of Presbyte- 
rians towards their brethren of other denominations. 

**4. Will relieve their benevolent energies and re- 
sources from much practical embarrassment. Both 
Sides' will be left to operate in their own way. Those 
who have expended their efforts in correcting their 
brethren, may now go to work, and will have to do it. 

" 5. Will lead to a more extensive and deeper feeling 
of dependence upon God. 

^* 6. Will probably result in more extensive and suc- 
cessful effinrts for the diffusion of the gospel. In order 
to realize these benefits, we must 

^' (1.) Av(Md cherishing towards each other a hostile 
spirit We are brethren still. The difference is cir- 
cumstantial, and does not pertain to essentials, &c. 

^ (2.) Avoid giving circulation to unfriendly and in- 
jurious reports on either side. 

" (3.) Pray, and as we have opportunity, labor for 
each other's prosperity." 

On the second Wednesday in July, the first two of 
the graduates of the college finished their course of 
collegiate study, and received their first degree. On 
this occasion, too, Mr. Baldwin delivered his first Bac- 
calaureate. His subject was ^ Eminence ;" how to be 
attained and secured. The ^ Indiana Record," published 
' in Crawfordsville, of July 14, 1838, observed, — ** It was 
•a masterly piece of composition, replete with sound 
and wholesome edvice ; and we cannot but indulge 
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the hope, that the young gentlemen will profit by it, and 
become living examples of the trath, that ^* eminence'' 
cannot be attained, without an undeviating regard for 
integrity and strict moral principles." 

The interests of the college again called him east- 
ward, and the next month finds him at New- York, 
revisiting, the scenes of his former labors, and once 
more enjoying the society of long-tried and highly 
valued friends. On the 12th of August, he preached 
again in his old church, and, as on his previous viat, to 
an overflowing congregation. During the same wedc 
he visited New-Haven, on the occasion of the com- 
mencement at Yale. From New-Haven, he addressed 
his eldest daughter in the following manner : — ^^^tig.16. 
— ^I reached here the day before yesterday, in company 
with Mr. Hatfield, and had the pleasure yesterday to 
attend the commencement of Yale College. It was of 
course somewhat superior to ours. The Grovemor of 
the State, and many other great personages, such as 
Presidents ofCollegeSy Professors, kc., were present 
I took my place in the procession, in company with the 
Episcopal President of W. College, and took my 
seat on the stage, in front of the immense audience, as- 
sembled on the occasion. I took tea with President D. 
and the Faculty of the College, last evening, and vis- 
ited Professor S. after tea. In short, I was received 
with much kind respect by my old teachers and friends. 

^ But the honors, what are they 1 More worthless, 
my daughter ! than, I am sure, any young person will 
believe. To be conspicuous in this republican country, 
may be conducive to our usefulness; it seldom fails, I 
think, to subject a person either to envy or contempt. 
Most men are sure to take revenge, in some way, of 
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those who rise above them. We must aim to render 
ourselves useful to others, and necessary to their hap- 
piness, if we would attach them to us. We must do 
good unto all, and then we shall not fail of having 
friends. 

"I leave this city in a few hours for New-London, 
and then back by the first boat to New-York. I hope 
to collect some money for the college in New-London. 
My prospects in New-York are not more discouraging 
than I anticipated. Business is becoming more active. 
The city has assumed a cheerful aspect — but ourJHends 
who haveJaUedf will Jind it hard to recover their pros^ 
yerUy. 

^* Many of our old friends express a great desire to 
receive a visit from you. They make many inquiries. 
Some of them wish to know, whether you are not very 
decided in your attachment to the blessed Redeemer. 
I fear that you will find the world a great snare. Do 
not, my dear child ! give yourself up to ambition in 
your studies. Keep a higher motive before you, than 
the personal advantage of excelling. I wish you to be 
a diligent and thorough scholar ; and this you may be 
in perfect consistency with a devoted heavenly mind. 

Again to Mrs. B. he writes, Sept. 5, — *• I am mak- 
ing some progress in collecting for the college. My 
friends advise me to remain some weeks longer, with 
the impression that I shall do better as the prospects 
of business improve. I am quite tired of absence, but 
think their opinion is worth attending to, and shall be 
governed by it. 

** I expect to spend to-morrow, and the next day, in 
pushing my collections, and then set off for a visit to 
New-London. I may go further cast, perhaps to Port- 



ly 



36& mioiR or 

land, Me* h flie mean time^ Brother Hovey AaQ 
hear from me, 

** I have preached several times. One Sabbath in 
Brooklyn, — ^two Sabbaths to my own people, &c. Ap- 
plications come in from all quarters — even from the 
Dutch. But I say to all inquirers, ' I am fixed at the 
west, and my family are contented.' ** 

After a short excursion to New-England, whence he 
returned on the 22d, he writes again on the 26th, as 
follows : 

^* I am now doing up my work in earnest to direct 
my steps westward. My arrangements are to leave 
for Buffalo the next week, and make the most of my 
time and opportunities for the college on the way ; I 
expect to try several gentlemen in this city for dona- 
tions. I hope the Professors will be able to sustain the 
pressure of care and labors which devolves upon them,, 
till I can come to their relief. I am very unwilling- 
ly absent, but with good calculation, as I think, I hope 
the result will be, with good success. 

^^ I made a very considerable journey with Brother 
Huribut, all, as he would generously have it, at his own 
expense. We took Northampton in our way, and went 
to the top of Mount Holyoke. He promised to write 
you some account of the tour; I could easily fill a let- 
ter with incidents, but shall reserve them till distance 
may not cool our thoughts. Brother Hurlbut and hia 
excellent companion express in every way the most 
sincere regards for us, and a benevolent interest in the- 
welfare of our family. Major Williams and lady re- 
member you with much affection. 

*^ My health has continued to be good since I wrote* 
My spirits are fine, except now and then, when I think 
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of the distance between us ; many rirers and numntuQS, 
i say to myself, to traverse — so many dangers ; but I 
think of Him who keeps us all, and to whom I com* 
mend my loved ones. Let us trust in him with unwa* 
vering confidence ; the result will not disappoint our 
expectations. 

^^ The children may be assured that Pa remembers 
them all. He hopes that they love one another. 
Frances must be very good to little Louisa. It will 
give me great pleasure to hear that she is so. And 
Joseph must be kind to both, and contribute as much 
as possible to their happiness. I hope they will all be 
attentive to the wishes of their Grandma. The friends 
who inquire after the welfare of mother are very nu- 
merous, especially among our former people. 

^ The good friends with whom you associate, not ex* 
cepting the good ladies, may know that I am not a 
little desirous of being soon restored to thie friendly 
society of our pleasant town. Present them all with, 
my salutation and my best wishes^ Absence does not 
alienate me from the interests I have espoused in the 
Great Valley. Love to mother and to the children, and 
love twice-told to her who takes such sweet revenge 
for long intervals of coming letters." 

At the time of writing the above letter he had no 
thought of the new trial to which the friends of the 
coUege at home had already been called, and which 
was about to bring upon himself so many new and 
heavy burdens. The knowledge of it was conveyed to 
him in the following letter from Professor Hovey : 

« CramfordsviUe, Sqft 24, 1838. 

^ To Sidney E. Mpbsb, Esq. : 

^' Dear Sir,—1 addressf you at thi$ time^ suppotnng 
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that President Baldwin hasi eft or will have left New- 
York before this will reach there. When I last wrote 
him, only a week or ten days since, our college was in 
a prosperous situation, and all our prospects flattering ; 
but, in the wise permission of an inscrutable Provi- 
dence, a most sad reverse has taken place. About two 
o'clock on the morning of the 22d inst., our peaceful 
village was aroused by the unusual cry of fire ; and in 
less than half an hour from that time, the roof and 
fourth story of our beautiful college-edifice was one 
aublime and terrific flame. In a few moments more, 
the fire extended through the whole of the unfinished 
part of the building,, which embraced the north division, 
one-third of the whole, and through the half of the mid- 
dle division. 

"Under these circumstances, the first impression 
was, that nothing could be done to save the building ; 
but seeing the progress of the fire to be very slow in 
the division finished, every effort was bent to that di- 
vision in the south end, and the fire was arrested with 
the destruction of only the third and fourth stories. The 
middle and north divisions are burnt to the ground. 
The library and philosophical apparatus were on the 
fourth story, in connection with the chapel and lecture 
rooms, and are all consumed, with the exception of a 
few books let out and in the hands of the professors 
and students, and of the apparatus, the electrical ma- 
chine, telescope and compound microscope. All else 
is gone. 

'^ The walls of the building are standing, and so little 
injured, that in the opinion of competent judges, they 
will not need to be taken down, except a part of the 
smaller partition walls ; and eight rooms in the south 
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divUioQ are nearly entire. During the recent vacation 
we had made every effort to have two divisions com- 
pleted, and had accomplished it with the exception of 
running the stairs in the middle division. The floors 
were laid, and a large part of the carpentry was done, 
in the north division ; so that the loss is almost of the 
entire building with the exception of the foundation, 
the walls and that portion rescued from the flames. I 
am happy to state that the students roommg in the 
bmlding, to the number of eighteen or twenty, all es- 
caped in safety ; a number however with the loss of 
their furniture, books and clothing. The pecuniary 
loss of the institution is estimated as follows, viz. : 

In the building, at least * . - $10,000 
Library (college and text books) - 3,500 
Society Libraries ------ 1,000 

Philosophical apparatus - - - . 600 

$15,000 

" But perhaps you wiU ask,— Was not the building 
supposed to be fire-proof 1 Yes, nearly so, when fin- 
ished. Had the building been finished — the partition 
walls all brick, the floors double and lined with lime 
plaster, and the roof of tin, — fire, if it had been 
communicated to any part of the building-, must have 
made but slow progress. We know not certainly how 
the fire was communicated. But the supposition is, 
that it was in some way communicated to the wood- 
work of the roof from the furnaces of the tinners, who 
had been at work on the roof during the day. 

" Monday-evening. — The citizens of Crawfordsville 
have this evening had a meeting in behalf of the col- 
lege, and the following resolutions were passed^ viz. : 
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'^ ^ Resolved, That we deeply lament the late sad oc-^ 
currence, which has so seriously threatened the bright 
prospects of Wabash-College. 

"' ResolvedyTYi^X the flourishing town in which the 
college is located, the country it is blessing, and the 
cause of general education, have received an injury which 
cannot be well calculated. 

" * Resolved, That the establishment and successful 
raising of a literary institution will, by dispensing the 
blessings of a healthful, moral and intellectual educa- 
tion, amply remunerate any people for the trouble and 
expense it may cost them. 

^^^ Resolved, That in view of the many benefits 
which the Wabash-College was conferring upon both 
town and country, it is our interest to assist, as far as 
possible, the faculty and trustees of the college to ex- 
tricate themselves from the difficulty into which the 
late burning has thrown them; and that it is our 
solemn duty to place said institution on a basis which 
will make it an ornament to our country, and a proud 
monument to the industry, intelligence and enterprise 
of the people who founded and reared it.' 

" The above resolutions were sustained by able re- 
marks by several of the citizens, and the general voice 
is, we must take hold and rebuild. 

" If the President is still in New-York, tell him our 
hope is that he vi^ill see the friends of the college 
together, if he can, and state facts, and we hope 
they will not be disheartened by this disaster. We 
shall make immediate efforts for funds here, and m other 
towns in the Wabash country. 

« Yours &c/* 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Equanimity in Distress — Visit to the East protracted. — Returns 
home. — Agency in Indiana. — Call from Indianapolis. — Bac- 
calaureate. —Doctorated. — Third journey to the East. — Plea 
for Western Colleges. — Returns home. — Commencement.-— 
Agency in Indiana. — Siskness.— Death. 

On the very day which Mr. Baldwin had fixed upon 
for the commencement of his homeward-journey, he re- 
ceived the appalling intelligence that the building 
which had cost him so much toil, anxiety, and painful 
sacrifices, was in ashes. Four times had he passed 
through the struggle of erecting, by means of benefac- 
tions obtained mostly by himself, a costly public edifice. 
Tens of thousands he had procured by personal solicit- 
ations for these erections ; and now the work is to be 
undertaken again ! What shall he do ? " What think 
yon now," said an acquaintance, " of the W^abash-Col- 
lege ? Will you not give it up V* " Oh ! no ;" he 
at once replied, "there is only the more work to be 
done.*' 

But the state of his mind under this trial may best 
be learned from his own words. To Mrs. B. he writes, 
Oct. 2, — *^ A few hours since, I thought that my ar- 
rangements were near being completed for my depart- 
ure towards home ; when on entering the office of the 
New-York Observer,! was told that Mr. Morse wished 
very much to see me — ^that bad news had been received 
from Crawfordsville — in short, that our beautiful col- 
lege edifice was destroyed by fire. It was some time 
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before I oouM be persuaded of the truth of the an- 
nouncement. The sight of Mr. Morse and of Mr. Ho- 
yey's letter, settled all doubts. It is even so. The 
friendly and generous contributions of many hands 
have been consumed in that conflagration. Many 
months of toil and anxious care have perished in a 
night. But I do not despair of our ultimate success. 
It is not improbable, that this very sore chastisement 
may both do us good and raise ns up new and able 
friends. 

*^ I have scarcely had time to adapt my arrangements 
to this unexpected visitation* My first impression is, 
that I must defer my return to Crawfordsville. I must 
see our friends here and advise with them. Should 
they say, as I think they will, make an immediate ap- 
peal to the benevolent in this city, the appeal must be 
made ; and I must be kept, I cannot say how long, 
from you and our beloved ones. I was half homesick 
before ; you can imagine how I feel, with the prospect 
before me of having to carry my appeal for the col- 
lege to our Christian friends, in the present embarrassed 
state of the money-market. Still I do not despond. 
The college must and will rise again. 

^* My visit to the East has not disappointed my hopes, 
so far as collecting fimds is concerned. I did not ex* 
pect to obtain a large amount in new subscriptions. I 
have obtained about four hundred dollars, of which more 
than half is paid. More has been promised, besides 
engagements to pay old subscriptions. I have collected 
nine hundred dollars in the whole, and have had 
hopes of obtaining half as much more. The catastro- 
phe at Crawfordsville has disappoint my expect- 
ations. 
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** I bave been proseeuting my vi^ts for several days 
fiiinoiig ow former charge. Tlie two congregationfi are 
very prosperous, and not a Kttle favored with the pre- 
sence of the Holy Spirit. I had preached a farewell to 
Br. Hatfield's people ^ bat I am not likely to be off so 
i!(ooa nor so easily as I had anticspoited. How easily our 
best caleulatioDS are disappointed ! I am tried, but not 
discouraged ; ^ cast down, but not destroyed.' The 
Lord, I trust, will guide and keep us all." 

The same day in the evening, he laid the matter be-* 
fore his brethren of the Third Presbytery, by whose 
fraternal sympathy he was greatly encouraged. With 
their advice he called a meeting of the patrons of the 
college and otters, to be held on the evening of the 
8th. In this call he reiaatks : 

** A kind Providence had detained me in tk» eity , till 
the reception of Professor Hov^'s l^ter. The ruin it 
details is but a faint image of the desolation made in 
the hearts of many, who have been toiling for yeai^ in 
the cause of liberal. Christian education in the West* 
It is both our duty and our privilege, to recognize sub- 
missively the hand of Qod in this chastisement ; but 
despondency, in such a cause, is neither Christian nor 
manly.'' 

With characteristic diligenoe be went to his self- 
denying work without d^lay, and continued in it nearly 
six weeks. His progress may be noted in the following 
extracts : 

** Od. 16. — I am waiting wife much anxiety to hear 
irom you. The spirit which h^ sprung up on behalf 
erf the college in CrawfordsviSe, affords me great sat- 
isfaction, lam pushing my applications here — find 
mudb sympathy, whi<^ does not go down into the 
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pocket How easy it is to say, ^ I am soriy for your 
loss ; I wish it were in my power to repair it Be ye 
warmed and be ye clothed ! ' But many do in fact 
lympathize, who cannot give. No one can under~ 
stand, who has not been on the ground, what a wreck 
has been made of fortunes and credit, especially among 
the merchants. Those who haye sustained their credit 
through the storm, have done it by great sacrifices. 
And the return of business puts in requisition every deU 
lar of their capital; because they are forced to do, 
much more than formerly, a cash business. They avail 
themselves of the present opportunity to extend with 
trembling. 

*^ Still I am getting something. The Seventh Pres-* 
byterian congregation took up a collection for me last 
Sabbath-morning of more than $240. I shall in a day 
or two authorize a draft of at least four hundred doUm's, 
new donations/' 

"JVbv. 8.— I conclude from your silence that you 
suppose I am before now on my way to Crawfoidsville. 
My affairs here are now in the way of being arranged 
for leaving New-York. I expect to take the boat on 
Monday next, the 12th inst, for Albany, with the in- 
tention of passing a day in Troy, where we have a 
small subscription to collect, and tlien to push on for 
Buffalo. I have done something for the college ; but 
much less than I had hoped at one time. The trustees 
wilJ have lost nothing by my visit. 

" When I think of bebg off, 1 say to myself— 
^ Would that I had some one that I am acquainted 
with, to pack my trunk !-<>aod for my companion too 
in travel !' I do not imagine that this hearty wish will 
excite any jealousy ^Iq your mind. These. lo9g jour* 
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nies and protraeted visits are quite too lonely. Even 
frieads cannot fill up the void. I do not, however, for- 
get my obligations to our heavenly Father for his kind 
providence." 

After his return to the West, he wrote, December 
26, to his successor in New-York an account of his 
affairs as follows : " My journey homeward was mark- 
ed by serious accidents and exposures to injury. Near 
Chambersburg (Penn.) our stage was robbed of a large 
part of the passengers' baggage. We were twice 
broken down, and in both instances the horses attempted 
to run away with the carriage; but a kind Providence 
saved mc from injury and loss. On my arrival, I found 
my family in good health, and the affairs of col- 
lege quite as prosperous as I had anticipated. The 
college-edifice is again under roof. We are making 
our calculations to recommence working on it early in 
the spring, and hope to complete it by the middle of 
autumn. Most of our students have remained with us, 
notwithstanding our accommodations have been nar- 
row, and we have found it extremely difficult to obtain 
a supply of class-books. Our subscription in this region 
amounts already to $5000. We are making our ar- 
rangements to try the liberality of every section of our 
State. The condition of the money-market is against 
us, but the sympathies of the people are extensively in 
our favor. 

" It will afford you and your dear companion some 
pleasure to know, that the donation of the good ladies of 
the Seventh Presbyterian church to the Society of Inquiry 
in the Wabash-College, has not been lost. The books 
selected and purchased at Cincinnati by Br. Bullard, 
were providentially detamed on the way, and did not 
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arrire in Crawfordsville till after the fire. They con- 
stitute the beginning of onr missionary library. The 
students will doubtless acknowledge the donation on 
their return after vacation. It affords me great satis- 
faction to think of the liberality of my friends and for- 
mer charge. I do not for one moment doubt but Prov- 
idence will reward them for it. I am particularly af- 
fected with the uniform kindness of yourself and Bro- 
ther McLane to me personally, as well as your gene- 
rous patronage of the enterprise in which I am enlisted. 
A certain Mrs. H. too, in your neighborhood, must 
come in for a large share of the gratitude, and other 
loved names whom I could not soon enumerate. 

" I desire greatly to hear how you prosper in your 
arrangements for the winter. Were your lectures on 
infidelity well attended ? Do you attempt a protracted 
meeting this winter ? 

^^ I found on my arrival here, that the decrees of the 
Reforming Assembly of 1838, bad been carried out 
against the majority of our Presbytery. A young cler- 
gyman, armed with power, from the south, had occu- 
pied Brother Thomson's pulpit ; and in due form pon* 
tifical, declared him no longer pastor of the Presbyte- 
rian church in Crawfordsville, and along with us, with- 
out the pale of the Presbyterian communion ! ! ! Most 
of the people will remain with Brother Thomson. Our 
college is entirely in the hands of Constitutional Pres- 
byterians. Still the division is extremely undesirable 
in its effects upon many good objects. How far it will 
affect the prosperity of the college remains to be seen." 

In January, 1839, he visited Lafayette, on the Wa- 
bash, the chief town of Tippecanoe county, to the 
north, where be preached several times. In f^bruary 
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be also risited Ptttnam oomity, to the Mouthy and 
preached frequently in Greencastle and PutnamTiIle. 
Shortly afler we find him in Indianapolis on the same 
errand. On all these occasions he sought to extend the 
sympathy that had been kindled up in behalf of Wa- 
bash-College. By these continued efforts, the subscript 
tion in the i^per Wabash-vaUey, for the re-erection of 
the college-edifice, was enlarged by the following May 
to more than f 11,000, of which, however, a large part 
was. not immediately available. 

About this time he received a va'y pressing invitation 
to become the pastor of the 2d church of Indianapolis, 
which had recently been formed in consequence of the 
decisive measures of the " Reformers.'* Every assu- 
rance was given of a liberal support, and the question 
was also brought before the Board of Trustees. It was 
soon disposed of, as scarcely to be even thought o£ 

These divisiocis were imiktplyii^, and threatened 
much disconi and strife. " The interests of our denom- 
ination," he says to an eastern correspondent, May 23, 
*^ are unhappily affected by the existing controversy. 
Feeble churches ace divided and rendered more feeble. 
^he hearts of brethren are alienated from each other, 
and the enemy of all righteousness triumphs. What 
efleot this state of things will have on our college, can- 
not certainly be known ; as yet we experience no sub- 
traction of patrcMiage. We intend to have as little to 
do with the controversy as possible, consistently with 
maintaining our ground. 

** Some part of my time, since I returned, has been 
«pent in soliciting for college. Professor Hovey is 
'BOW absent, makmg solicitations along the (%io. In 
Ae msKk iime^ we have nearly qsetenty students who, 
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require more attention than twice that norab^ in east- 
ern colleges. We work hard, and make some sacri- 
fices, hot not without hope of ultimate success. The 
health of the family has been uncommonly good the 
past season. Mrs. Baldwin and children are quite con- 
tented here, but we are not yet weaned from New- 
York. As the long summer-vacation approaches, I 
think of you with renewed interest, but hardly expect 
to visit you. I desire the more to hear of your prosperity, 
and of the success of the two churches. My tenderest 
and most grateful feelings are associated with my for- 
mer charge. They are as fresh to-night as the week I 
left you ; and my heart's desire and prayer to God still 
is, that you may be greatly blessed. 

*' 1 thank you many times for your communications, 
and your cheeriul attention to my affairs in New- York. 
I cannot reward you except by making it evident to my 
friends, that I am worth more to the cause of education 
here and to the church, than I cost them. But inability 
to repay kindness and friendly services, does not lessen 
my need of th«n." 

To another he says, on the same day, — " The coun- 
try is agitated by the controversy in our communion. 
Religion suffers in many ways. I deeply regret it all. 
We have as little to do with contention as we can, but 
feel ourselves obliged to show our colors. Of course 
we run up — 'Constitutional Presbyterians,' even, as 
the old lady said, * if we die/or it.^ " 

The theme of his annual Address to the graduating 
class at the commencement in July, 1839, was ** The 
Useful Man," — a theme suggested evidently by the 
course ot his own life, his own experience furnishing 
the leading divifflonsL of the diseoorse. It is in some 
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sense, a transcript of his whole public life. On this 
account, as well as for its intrinsic excellency, a con* 
siderable portion of it deserves a place in this narrative : 

" There are," he remarks, " two great principles of 
conduct, which nxay be regarded as dividing mankind 
between them. One of these consists in the ruling 
purpose of the mind, to render ourselves in the highest 
degree us^id. It prompts to the anxious inqiury, — 
How shall we best serve our generation in all the rela- 
tions of lifel By what means shall we most effector 
ally exemplify and inculcate whatever things are pure 
and lovely and of good report 1 Whoever urges such 
inquiries and acts habitually in accordance with them, 
has given himself up to the guidance of this noble prin- 
ciple* In other words, he has marked out for himself 
the path of the useful man. 

" The other principle comprises a not less permanent 
desire and intention, in the individual, to render all 
things subservient to his own happiness. It is there- 
fore diametrically opposed to the former both in its 
spirit and its influence. The action which it prompts, 
is like its own nature, selfish, and of course restricted to 
personal advantage. 

" Such, it must be remarked, are the two principles, 
when contemplated in their distinctive character and 
operations. But we commonly see them under some 
partial disguise, and in connection with other principles 
of subordinate but active influence. The good man is 
not unifprmly consistent in carrying out his purposes of 
well-doing. And the selfish man is often diverted from 
his course by the appeals of humanity and natural af- 
fection. Still the difference remains. The two princi- 
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pies can never be chensfaed and hold a practical su- 
premacy in the same mind. 

** I need not inform my audience, >vhich of these an- 
tagonist principles is more pmlific in generous senti* 
mentS| or leads to the nobler course of action. You 
have already decided for the useful man. By wJuxt 
means theriy is now the serious inquiry, can ice attain fy> 
his character and influence 1 

" It is extremely obvious, we should imagine, that a 
life of quiescent inaction, must fail of realizing Ihera. 
The man of leisure, is but another designation for one 
whose self-indulgence has relaxed his physical and 
moral energies, one who satib-fies himself with consult^ 
ing mainly his own pleasures. He may possess talents 
of no common order, and the advantages bf a finished 
education ; he may have wealth and family, and de- 
pendents, and friends, and fame to second his every 
movement j and yet completely fail of sustaining the 
character of the useful man. Talents and resources are 
nothing, without the vigilance and activity, and above 
all, the principles requisite to improve them. 

" It is just as manifest, that the Iffder of popularity, in 
every profession, has mistaken the path of usefulness ; 
if indeed he ever had it in his heart to cmptey his pow- 
ers for so noble a purpose. I am aware, that while the 
ambitious man is absorbed by the desire to secure tie 
favor of the multitude, he may appear to himself to bfe 
accumulating the means of doing good upon a generous 
and magnificent scale. Reputation and influence wiA 
our fellow-citizens are moral power. It is no more 
reprehensible to desire them, than it is to desire other 
means of being extensively useful ; but they must be 
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Tallied prindpally in reference to tbe benevolent use to 
be made of them, and be acquired only in an underia- 
ting course of moral rectitude. Ambition contains no 
ingredient more estimable, than refined and elevated 
selfishness. Its prominent characteristics are, heartless 
indifference to the rights of others, and the ungenerous 
desire to possess and control whatever Provident^e has 
conferred upon them. It affiles no limits to its aspi^ 
rations or its rapacity. * The world,' said Napoleon 
Bonaparte, ^ was made for France, and France was 
made for me.' And the Macedonian madman is de- 
clared to have wept, because but one world had been 
made for him to plunder. , 

* Fling away ambition then, 
By that sin fell angels, how can man then, 
The image of his Maker, hope to win l^ it ?' 

*' It were well if other deviations from a useful lift 
were not more concealed, or less suspicious In then* 
aspect. We have seen tfie man of metapkysicai ch^ 
igtraciioHy consuming bis time, his social feelings, «id 
his moral energies in intellectual toil, without any 
practical regard to the improvement of others, and 
apparently with no useful object in view. 

" We have seen others devoting themselves e*zclu- 
nvely to the pleasures of taste. They revelled in rich 
banquets of bright thoughts, they exhausted libraries, 
and looked for the next rare production of the press, 
as the epicure does for the sumptuous entertainment 
But the useful result — where is it 1 

** We have observed the man, whose sole object ap- 
peared to be the cultivation and enjoyment of social 
K/e. ^ What,' one nrigbt ask, * could possibly be ima- 
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ginedy more harmless V — while nothmg is, in reality, 
more insipid and useless. 

*' We have marked those again, who retire to live on 
the hard-earaed reputation or the accumulated wealth 
of youthful enterprise. The result was scarcely more 
desirable. Retirement from business, except it be in 
obedience to the calls of age or of premature infirmity, 
has self-indulgence for its object And this will be 
found, in all circumstances, at war with a useful.life. 

^' It should be distinctly understood, that nothing great 
and widely-useful can be accomplished, without a large 
measure of self-deniaL The current of human affairs 
sets towards deterioration and ruin. Descent is easy. 
Very ponderous bodies present no considerable resist- 
ance to the hand that would urge them down the steep 
declivity. It requires but little enterprise and no su- 
periority of talent, to effect an incalculable amount of 
evil. But when we undertake to stem the current of 
popular vice, and would stay the deluge, then our 
resources begin to be severely taxed. The citizen who 
stands nobly up to such a work, will have to disen- 
cumber himself of his habits of sloth and effeminacy ; 
he must inure himself to hardness and active toil ; and 
find his pleasure in putting, forth his utmost energies. 
He must lay his account with denying himself in every 
form. So have patriots and reformers done in those 
lands, where the principles of freedom and a pure reli- 
gion have, by their means, gained their rightful ascend- 
ency. The useful man never completes his work, so 
long as he has energy to expend for human weal. 
He seeks not rest for himself. The sUent grave will 
bring it, soon enough for him, and much too soon for 
the world, which he lives in but to bless. 
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''To self-denial mtist be added, in order to realize a 
useful life, a disinierested and benevolent spirit. This 
Goarse must be pursaed, in the absence of all prospect 
of personal gain ; and in some instances at the hazard 
of immense and most painful sacrifices. The philan- 
thropist deTotes himself to the cause in ivhich he has 
enlisted. Howard inquired not whether his arduous 
journeys and hazardous visits of mercy to the prisoner, 
over half of Europe, would prove advantageous to his 
Ibftuoe or his reputation. Wilberforce, when, with a 
noble band of Christian statesmen, he enlisted his best 
efforts on behalf of bleeding Africa, did not press the 
question of his own popularity ; nor &A our Washing- 
ton lay his strong hand on the sword of freedom, with 
a nice calculation of the personal loss and gain in* 
volved in the approaching contest Who has not ad- 
mired the character of Moses, the prophet and patriotic 
leader of Israel ; who preferred suffering afflictions 
with the oppressed, to inheriting the crown of Egypt ? 
and the noble generosity of Paul, in sacrificing all 
^things, even life, for the emancipation of mind from 
the bonds of superstition and idolatry ? The same dis- 
interested spirit must live and be acted out in this age 
of Christian enterprise, or our achievements will not 
be worth the name. 

'^ Nor let it be imagined^ that this spirit is chieflj 
needed for foreign and distant operations of philaur 
tbropy ; as if, while the benevolence of Paul aod 
Howard is required to carry the blessings of civiliza- 
tion and Christianity to the dark abodes of paganism, 
an inferior measure of benevolent action may suffice 
for the safety and improvement of Christian communi- 
ties. We have rested with too great secmrity m this 
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impreflrioA. I hnve utterly iiiist»k€iD tlie »g!is <]f tbe 
times, both in the religioos and secular as^>ect of our 
eouotry, if there be not, at the present moment, an 
urgent demand for faithful citizens of expansive and 
tlisinterested views of benevolence, to rescue us from 
impending calamities. 

** Great undertakings are not ordinarify accoraplidied 
widiout the exercise of strong faith. I speidc now of 
that cof^idftnce of success, which gives energy to coun-* 
ael and force to action. * Possumm quia videmm 
fossBj* is an oM adage. While there is wisdom ia di^ 
passionate counsels^ and in perfecting extensive plans 
with ddiberation and care ; another spirit is not seldom 
required, to carry them oat into successful operation. 
The very first step in their application to the practical 
husmess of life, demamfe confidence of success. The 
necessity for zeal and strong emotion willari^e, as dif- 
ficulties are seen to present themselves. Theunimpas^ 
sioned spirit, tbe mind that is not borne along in Ua 
«wn enterprises by irrepessiUe ardor, will seldom 
accomplish much in any great and good cause. 

*^ Some indivkluak are observed to possess, in a re- 
markable degree, the feculty of converting every spe* 
cies of knowledge to practical use. The same persons 
have the power of concentrating their intellectual re- 
sources in a single effort and in a continuous course of 
action. This talent may be attributable, in some cases, 
to a practical cast of mind inherited from nature ; in 
more instances, it is the eSect of habit and cultivation. 
Most persons have need of cultivating it And I am 
persuaded, the attempt will seldom be made, without a 
measure of success, it is a most vahmble talent, in- 
dispensaUe, m f»et, to the aceomplMiroent of great and 
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difficult enterprises. To be extensively useful^ doing- 
good must become a ruling passion^ and command 
habitually our best resources and endeavors. It must 
enlist as deep, and persevering, and efficient an interest 
as the pursuits of wealth or ambition. Ev6ry acquisition, 
moral and intellectual, must be made to enlarge our 
Sphere of influence and multiply the happy results. 

" The pursuits of pleasure and ambition are unworthy 
of a good man ; while a life of self-indulgence and 
inaction mark an unprincipled and useless character. 
The attachments to kindred and those growing out of 
social intercourse, exert a desirable influence over so- 
ciety, but considered as principles of action they con- 
stitute but an approximation to true virtue. They 
reach not beyond the present life. Our moral nature 
and relations, our connection vrith eternity, and 
the interests of an invisible world, the claims of 
God upon our whole existence, demand of us a higher 
and more expansive charity. The human mind can be 
satisfied with nothing short of that spirit of good- will, 
and active benevolence, which brings ixs into sympathy 
and fellowship with the benefactors of every age. He, 
that lives to do good, and bless the world, has no want 
of resources. He finds enough to do — wide fields to 
cultivate — immense enterprises of charity. The world 
lies in moral degradation before him, and he longs to see 
it redeemed. It is overspread with want and wo, and he 
finds his sweetest enjoyment in relieving its sufferings. 
No limit can be affixed to his resources of happiness, 
because they are coextensive with the opportunities of 
doing good, not with his means of acquiring it. 

'^ In this course he maintains a good conscience, and 
is cheered on by the noblest examples t)f the wise and 
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the good of all ages. Who would not desire to tread 
in the bright footsteps of Noah and Abraham, of Moses 
and Samuel, with all the holy patriarchs and prophets ? 
Who would not be like Paul and his fellow-apostles, 
and especially him 'who went about doing good;' 
who came not into this dark world to be ministered 
unto, even by his own disciples and servants, but to 
minister? Who would not wish to imbibe, while a 
sojourner here, the spirit of. heaven, and have his fel- 
lowship with its citizens, in happy anticipation of being 
one day numbered with them 1 

" Need it be added, that th^ inducements to a useful 
life are peculiarly impressive in this young and free 
community 1 Here is ample space for the develop- 
ment of every description and grade of talent. The 
profound and skilful in all professions; the enterprising 
in every honorable pursuit ; all who aspire to be known 
as the ornaments of society and the benefactors of man- 
kind, can find their appropriate spheres of action. The 
wants of this new world are not the same with those 
of old and overgrown communities. We seldom 
meet with citizens that ask for bread. But there are 
wants of another description that meet us at many 
points. The immortal mind is, to a mournfal extent, 
left to famish in destructive ignorance. Our literary 
institutions do not keep pace with the rapid march of 
our population. We seem tp forget, that we are 
charged in providence with furnishing instruction for 
a people, who will outnumber, within the lifetime of 
our children's children, the population of China, and 
hold the destinies of this great continent in their hands. 
Who then of you will fold his hands in sloth and self- 
indulgence, and dare to meet the fearful account.of his 
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Stewardship ? Who shail live for himselfy and hope to 
receive the plaudit of—* Well done, good and faithful 
servant V Who would not rather suffer with all the 
good, and be able to say at last, ^ I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course : henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away V " 

At the commencement of Indiana-College, at Bloom- 
ington, in July of this year, he was honored with the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. This mark of respect 
and distuiction was the more generous as it came from 
a rival college of his adopted State, and from one that 
favored those views that are commonly styled " Old 
School." 

Soon after he attempted a third journey to the East 
On the way he visited his aged parents at Atwater, 
Ohio, made some stay at Cleveland, and did something 
for the College at Buffalo. At Palmyra he was en- 
couraged to expect something on his return. " From 
Palmyra," he says, " I went to Geneva, and spent the 
Sabbath in the family of Br. M.,formerly of New- York. 
I found the church in Geneva engaged in erecting a 
new house of worship, but they did not entirely refuse 
their aid to us. Having done what I could at Geneva, 
and took the boat on Seneca-Lake on my way to Elmira, 
I found there a friend who subscribed fifty dollars to 
rebuild Wabash-CoUege. My next stage was to O wego, 
near the Pennsylvania line. It is a pretty village of 
2000 inhabitants. Br. W. is the pastor. I met with a 
most cordial welcome from him and his excellent wife, 
, and particularly from Mrs* C. They were unapprised 
of my intention to visit them, until near the time of my 
arrivaL I n»ade some efforts for the college^ in 
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OwegOy with the hearty consent of Br. W. and his 
family, bat in odier respects under the most disadvan- 
tageous circumstances. The result^ as might have been 
expected, was small. 

** Having gathered -up Irhat I could in Owego, I left, 
with much respect for my new acquaintance there, and 
rode day and night, till I found myself in Troy. The 
Board of Missions were assembling when I arrived. 
We commenced our meetings the same day and ad- 
journed a few hours since. The anniversary exercises 
were extremely interesting, and seemed to diffuse a 
good influence. 

^* My health continues to be good* I find ho^ality 
everywhere^ and but little money anywhere. The money- 
market is in a bad and very precarious state. This in- 
duces the trading classes to hold on to what they have ; 
and effectually excuses all who desire it froa giving to 
benevolent objects. Still I do not yet give up the ship. 
Wabash-Coliege is worth many an effort to elevate and 
sustain it. I would rather make them in Indiana than 
here, but they must be made." 

He reached New-York on the 17th of September, and 
the same evening found his way into th6 lecture-room 
of the old church. ** I had," he remarks, ^ a moat 
pleasant interview with the congregation. On FViday 
I made a little excursion to Newark^ On the Sabbath 
I preached to three congregations ; — first to my old 
charge ; in the P. M. to Br. McLane's, and in the eve- 
ning to the new colony on Manhattan Island. I worked 
hard enough, but found myself extremely well after the 
effort. The colony numbers about 100 memb^s, of 
whom about 60 have gone out from the Old Hhe, 
They have called the Rev. Mr. N. from Washington 
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City» He is regarded as a mm of high q^alificationf 
for the work assigned bin). 

** I am much occupied with my business. Some col- 
lections for college will be effected. But the pressure 
on the money-market is very severe. There is also an 
indifference^ — I fpar that I must say a prejudice,-— 
poming up here, against extending much aid to 
Western colleges. You have read, I presume, som^ 
recent remarks in the New-York Observer, respecting 
the colleges at the West. They appear to me to have 
done more mischief than a little. Coming, as they do^ 
from a man (Dr. Humphrey) who is reputed to be un- 
commonly sagacious and benevolent, they have been 
received almost without being canvassed by any, and 
really supply rich and covetous Christians with a most 
charming apology for holding on to their pelf. I have 
commenced a reply to them, which you will probably 
recognize. M. thinks that I have much the best of 
the argument; — my first number appears in the 
Observer of this week. You must not look for much 
of eloquence in it ! ! The next I think will be 
better. 

" The Life of Dr. Griffin is out, and, together with a 
selection of his best sermons, makes two octavo volumes* 
The work contains a beautiful print of the beloved man. 
I have bought them, very much on your account; and 
enjoy, in prospept, the pleasure they will afford you. 
The picture by itself is worth the price of the work. 

'< I expect to remain here till after the next Sabbath — 
then visit New London, Hartford, and Middletown^ 
Conn., return by New-York, and take the route by Buf- 
falo home. 

m. m m « I ana heart-sick of this long absence. I 
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long once oaore to see the faces that I most lore of all 
earthly friends. May our Heavenly Father keep yon 

all." 

The remarks of Dr. Humphrey, to which allusion is 
made in the above letter, drew from him three articles 
in vindication of the course pursued at the west, in 
multiplying the number of literary institutions. By a 
course of careful reasoning, he shows that the three 
great states, Ohio, Indiana, and Uinois, should have as 
many, to say the least, colleges of high order, as 
New-England, or any other section of the United 
States, of equal population ; that the Western people 
must educate their own children, and look chiefly to 
them to fill among them the learned professioi^. On 

this last point, he remarks : 

" The fathers of New England understood this prac- 
tical subject. A large proportion of the first colonists 
were good scholars. They had among them, in the 
first instance, more educated men, especially in the holy 
ministry, than could well find employment. It cannot 
be doubted but they could have drawn, for several 
generations, any number of scholars and professional 
characters which they might need, from the mother- 
country. And yet the eighteenth year of their noble 
enterprise, saw them employed in foundbg a Univer- 
sity for the liberal education of their sons. These free 
and sagacious fathers of a new empire understood, that 
to render the people intelligent for any length of time, 
education of the highest order must c(»ne up and be 
cultivated in the midst of them. They intended, more- 
over, that the work of preparing their sons to fill the 
liberal professions should be carried forward under their 
own eye and supervision; that their academies, and 
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schools, and social intercourse, should feel its inspira- 
tion. They aimed to place the means of acquiring a 
liberal education within the reach of their youth in 
humble circumstances ; and that the success of one in- 
dividual, in his attempts to rise, through the ardent 
pursuit of science, above the obscurity of birth or pov- 
.erty, should excite the aspirations and noble endeavors 
of many others. They doubtless hoped, that by means 
of scholars raised up at home and from among their 
own children, their high schools would be taught and 
intelligence be diffused in all its freshness, throughout 
the great mass of the population. 

'^ And what have been the results ? Greater and 
more happy, certainly, than some citizens of New- 
England appear to understand. But what might have 
been the consequences, had the Pilgrim-fathers have 
come to the conclusion, * We shall need our young 
men for the plough, the mechanic's shop, and the 
merchant's counter; England may send us educated 
jurists, physicians, and teachers?' She could easily 
have done it ; while Massachusetts and her sister colo* 
nies could as easily have found ample employment for 
their sons, in the laborious occupations required to 
draw forth the resources of their rugged country and its 
adjacent waters. But what, 1 ask, would have been 
the consequences to the general intelligence of New 
England, — to the cause of education and free institu- 
tions in this western world ?" 

" The Western Man," as he styles himself in these 
communications, concludes with a clear and pow- 
erAil statement of the claims of the West for aid in the 
endowment of their colleges. Having shown that these 
institutions must, in the nature of the case, be, for the 
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most party dependent on private oiunificeoce for their 
early support, — that this munificence cannot be with- 
held without great damage to the rapidly-growing West 
—and that, though possessed of an incomparable soil^ 
&C.9 the West has but little money, and no surplus funds, 
have not had time enough to become assimilated with 
each other, and are much divided among themselves by 
unhappy controversies respecting religion, — he adds : 
* « The rising communities of the West will, like every 
other people, be just what their intellectual and moral 
education shall make them. And that ag^in will re- 
ceive its type from their higher and most ef^cient insti- 
tutions ; it must rise or sink with them, both in charac- 
ter and influence. Reveal to me the number and cha- 
racter of the western colleges for a century to corne^ 
and without the spirit of prophecy,! will tell you what 
shall be the character of her academies and common 
schools, of her scholars and jurists, and politicians and 
religious teachers, and, in short, of her teeming millions. 
The moral destinies of the great West, seem, so far as 
means can affect them, to be placed in a few hands. I 
tremble for the result ; — for there is a drama to be acted 
hereafter, in these United States, between the Allegha- 
ny and the Rocky Mountains, for weal or for wo 
to the human race. States and nations shall be the 
joyful or the trembling spectators. Our own children 
shall be the real actors, to be approved of (jod and man, 
or branded with their curse and execrations. Who 
that feels the kindlings of patriotism, or philanthropy, 
would not add his liberality and influence, to the efforts 
which may plant for them those very institutions, to 
which we and our fathers are so deeply indebted^ for 
whatever is lovely and of good report throughout our 
peaceful and happy land V^ 
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To tbe occseion and manner of his writing these ar- 
tiicles, he refers, in tbe folIowi|ig acoomit, Oct. Sd, of 
his progress in the East : — '^ The truth is, I am driven 
about somewhat like a ball, which has no control of 
itself. Siiice I came hitler, I have been trying to col- 
lect the sttbscriptioDsdue our college. To some extent 
I have suoeeeded. The New-York Observer will teU 
you that I have been doing something beside. I found 
that the influence of President Humphrey's ^^ (xleanings, 
fyc. in the Great Valley/^ were just the worst commu- 
nications that could be wiitt^i for viSy and must be an- 
swered. I put on the harness, and wrote as I could. 
I am just now setting off for Middletown^ Hartford, 
asid New-London — shall make a flying journey, and 
then turn my willing footsteps West, ^ wrbere n^ best 
friends, my kindred dwelL' My health is very fine. 
Tbe pressure here for money, say the merchants, is 
horrible^— worse than in 1837, when.^very body *&iU 
ed.' There ]$ no attempting subscriptions wdth a good 
lace for any such object as mine. We wait anxiously 
for the steamer Liverpool, in hopes that she may bring 
good news from England ; — ^but in this we rather hope 
against hope. 

<^ I am desirous to return home, and see those loving 
.ones:- that wJsh ibr xny return, more &an I csm describe. 
With all my patience. Lam sorely tried; but w^h to 
do my duty at ev^ expense. Your account of the 
coUege-bell, «tate of i^the building, students, &c., vas 
very interesting to me. Our brethren are worthy to 
succeed in this good enterprise, and I have futh to be- 
lieve that they will.*' 

Havbg finished his work at ^ Eart, he set his face 
weirtward, about the lastof October. On the 20th, in 

17 
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the evening, he preached his last sermon to the people 
whom he always delighted to call his own, from the 
text^ — ^^ Godliness is profitable unto all things," etc. 
On the 25th he left the city, and viidted his native 
place in Greene Co., where he spent the following Sab- 
bath, and collected a small amount for the college. 
On Wednesday, October 30th, he left Durham, for Hud- 
son ; after visiting his brother at Chatham, ColumUa 
Co., reached Clinton, near Utica, on the 2d of Novem- 
ber. Under this date he wrote as follows : 

'^ The time that I spent in Durham was not lost to 
the college. I also took a mournful satisfacticm in 
walking over the grounds, where I was once accus- 
tomed to sport, or work the long day, and where my 
nearest relatives expended most of their earthly exist- 
ence. All however seemed much like a dream that is 
past. I did not feel happy there. My interests seemed 
to be far away, and I was desirous rather to depart. 
Oh ! what is life, but a dream — an empty show ! 

^^ It need not be added, that our relatives were glad 
to see me. They send l^ me many kind wishes to 
you and the children. In fact, if sudi things were not 
as light as air, I should have been over-loaded a long 
time since. 

** Immediately after the Sabbath (day after to-mor- 
row), I expect to start for Buffalo, mdking the neces- 
sary calls at Auburn and Palmyra, My hope is to 
reach Cleveland, and perhaps a point nearer home the 
Sabbath after next. Could I borrow a pair of wings, 
somewhat safer than those of Daedalus, you would sooa 
see me at the door of the ^^ President's cottage.'^ In 
truth, I am frequently with you in spirit. I imagine 
how you appear, and am sometimes anxious lest some 
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evil Galamity diouW befall you in my absence. I think 
to6 of your loneliness and wonder at my delay to 
come. But I will hopatbat you make yourselves as 
cheerful as possible. Providence, I think, will smile 
on us still, and the sq)aratioQ be but for a few days 
longer. 

" Were it necessary to be assured, that I am held in 
some little estimation on this side of the mountams, I 
have that assurance in a recent application on behalf 
of the church of Catskill. Clinton is again vacant and 
has need of a pastor ; but I am quite blind to all east 
of the Alleghanies. 

" My health is fine. Travelling evidently agrees 
with me in this respect, but I am weary of wandering 
from those I love best. You need not think me home- 
sick, but only more desirious of putting my eyes on 
you and ours, than I ever was before now. 

" I preach twice to-morrow for the people of Clinton 
The Sacrament is to be administered to the vacant 
church. 

" I shall tty to do something for our college in Clin- 
ton if the way is open, but see not much to encourage 
me. The pressure here and throughout this region, 
has been increased unnaturally by the speculation in 
wheat some months since. A reaction in prices ren- 
ders it impossible for the farmers to sell their produce, 
except at a great sacrifice. Business seems to be at a 
stand. The hope is notvnthstanding beginning to be 
expressed, that the merchants have experienced the 
worst crisis." 

He reached home in November, and immediately 
resumed the performance of the active duties of his 
station* In February, 1840, he remarks, — ^^ Since my 
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retuTBy the college has occupied my anadoiis tfaooghts. 
The number of students averages 70 the present year. 
We suffer for want of fiinds, and see no immediate 
prospect of relief. / can sometimes in douU respecting 
my coniinuanee here; particularly as the college is 
well-manned, and might get on, as I think, without 
me." 

In March he was much clwered, and the doubt ex- 
pressed aboTe quite dissipated by obserring that an 
evident blessing had flowed to his youthful charge from 
the observance of the amiual concert of prayer on^ the 
last Thursday of February. ^' There is much more than 
usual attention to religion/' be writes early in March, 
^^ both in the college and in town. We hope for still 
greater mercy. A protracted series of meetings has 
now been kept up for more dian a week. S^ne ten 
or fifteen persons are indulging hope of their acceptance 
with God." 

Within the following six weeks he vi^ed Terre- 
Haute, and Rockville, the chief town (^ Parke Go. ; 
and in each place preached seven sermons with great 
interest to himself and the people. In .the latter place,, 
particularly, he was greatly encouraged by the success 
which appeared to crown his labors. In view of it he 
says, n^fril 19th^ — " I pray God that I may be bumbie, 
and still succeeded in my labors." 

He addressed on the 5th of May the following letter 
to the pastor of his former charge in New-York i — 
" My dear Brother ! — ^For several days, my thoughts 
have dwelt with special interest upon the former scene 
of my labors. I have heard through the papers of the 
blessing bestowed upon the Seventh Presbyterian dkurch, 
and her two daughters. Rroth«: Mc L' has added 
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some parttcularain a recent letter,; respecting l»s charge 
with a most gratifying notice of the success attending 
Hke new enterprise* He mentions your prosperity, but, 
with few particulars. X cannot easily express to you 
how mniQfa I sympatfbize with you and your flock in all 
that affectBi your interests, nor how ardently I desir;e 
that the bli»»mg of God may ever rest upon you. I 
have never lost ibr one moment the desire I had/when 
it was first my privilege tccommimd you to n^y people 
fts my successor, that your labors among them might 
be blessed of God a hundred*fold more than mine had 
teen. The result has exceeded, my ex^ctation« I 
dwell on it in my thoughts^r— I do not forget it in my 
supplications ; and I desire from you jiist such an ae- 
csount of your affairs and prospects, as you would, give 
me were I now seated with, you and Mr^* H. in your 
pwior. Have. dJixy shared in this recent visitation o£ 
mercy, wbo were my stated hearers ? Has the revivals 
given you, as many members and as mjuch strength,, as 
you parted with to aid Brother N. 1 

^^ Our efforts for the cdlege dmdng the past year,^ 
have not been altogether in vain. The, colli^e-edifise. 
has been rebuilt with improvements* Our number of 
students has somewhat increased. During the latter 
part of the last ti^rm, we enjoyed an tit&usual, measure 
of s^itual influence. Several of the students became 
hopefully pious* We are now giving our time and 
Clergies to the work of instruction. Om hope is„ that 
the college will be sustained^ because the interests of the 
church and. the country evidlentiy require it. Since my 
connection with the institution, as many as forty of 
the students have afforded evidence of their conversion 
to God. The more indirect bibence of the college in 
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promoting the interests of piety, have abo been impor- 
tant Myself and family continue to enjoy our uaial 
measore of health. Our children are all employed in 
acquiring their education. Joseph has made a pubKc 
profesmon of Christ, and is now in the preparatory de- 
partment of college. Our mother, who remembers 
your family with interest, retains her strength and 
mental powers beyond what is common at her age — 
Write me soon, and believe me, your sincere friend/' 

The last record of his diary is dated June 15, 1840 : 
— *^ I am still favored with health in my family, and a 
measure of success in my labors as President of the 
college. I preach very often for Br. Thompson, as well 
as to the students, but without observing any consider- 
able fruit of my ministrations. I desire to be humUed 
for my unprofitableness in the service of the best of Mas- 
ters. By his help I will be more watchful and prayer- 
ful." 

At the commencement in July, he deliTered to the 
graduating class an address in which be presented to 
them " the claims of the West upon the services of her 
educated youth." It embodied some of his best and 
noblest thoughts, as well as much of his own expe- 
riencCt 

As this proved to be the last of his public addresses ta 
the beloved youth of his charge, it may be well to 
gather up, for the benefit of surviving friends, some of 
his maturest thoughts. His first words are — ** The part- 
ing counsel of friends is commonly hdd in grateful re- 
membrance." Little did he or they know then the 
full import of these words ! 

After some preliminary remarks in relation to the 
inducements hdd out to young men oi talent to locate 
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themselv^ in the East, he proceeds to show *^ that no 
other part of Christendom can present equal demands 
upon their benevolent enterprise.^* He then lays down 
the position, "that the educated youth of good moral 
habits and decided enterprise, may commonly be ex- 
peoted to accomplish most for society in his native 
region." This position he maintains, as follows : 

*' He has there acquired a reputation, which be- 
comes his passport to the confidence and patronage of 
the people. He has enlisted the partialities of numer- 
ous friends. With the leading propensities of distin- 
guished individuals, with the manners and customs, 
partialities, aims and pursuits of the multitude, he has 
gained, an accurate acquaintance. These are acquisi- 
tions, not soon attained by emigrants and strangers of 
the more observing class, and by many, never ; such, 
indeed, as may not be lightly thrown away for distant 
prospeots of superior gain and usefblness. 

" There are, moreover, influences invaluable to so- 
ciety, connected with the elevation of the educated 
youth among his kindred and early companions. In- 
stances of individual success, in ascending to honorable 
distinction, and in securing an extensive and useful in- 
fluence, are never overlooked by our aspiring citizens. 
One enterprising youth commonly attaches to him a 
train of kindred spirits. His rise to eminence becomes 
a signal for his companions to try the same or other 
more inviting paths of high endeavor ; and the benefits 
conf{»Ted upon his family, excite, in many a parent's 
heart, like anticipations for his own children. 

" Desire for improvement is infectious. It spreads 
by sympathy, and sends forth new impulses to action. 
Families, neighborboodsj and towns, feel its power, 
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and are elevated in the scale of social and moral exist- 
ence. Society assumes a new face, and testifies in lan- 
guage more eloquent than words, the magic sway of 
educated mind. 

" Now these are precisely the influences demanded 
for every new community, — ^influences, which the emi- 
grant youth does not bear away with him, nor can the 
stranger by any means supply. 

" Doubtless, it is for wise and noble ends, that Provi- 
dence entwines us with the love of kindred, and home, 
and native soil, and youthful associates ; that he makes 
the long-frequented grove, and mountain, and water- 
fall, beauty to the eye, and music to the ear, — giving 
them a language for the soul, which other landscapes 
cannot whisper, and with which the stranger intermed- 
dleth not. These should doubtless be allowed their 
appropriate influence in deciding our location for life, 
as they certainly will have, in giving men a wide and 
useful ascendency over mind." 

He then passes to speak of the fact, that ''the West 
has special need of the best educated and most com- 
manding talent ;'* because Society is there in its form- 
ing state ; the question is yet to be decided as to the 
social and moral elevation of that society; the standard 
of elevation is soon to be determined ; the crisis is just 
at hand ; and incomparable facilities are furnished at the 
West for individual enterprise. On this point his re- 
marks must be given at length : 

" The Western philanthropist encotmters at the outset 
many trials of his faith, it may be, sad and almost ruin- 
ous disappointments. His first and most strenuous 
endeavors are, perhaps, expended on few and rough 
materials; but time is ever'* bringing to bis aid other 
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bands sem) new resources, 1$ dificlosiiig to his view 
greater and moreiavitiog enterprises^ and cheering him 
on with accumulated success. Onward and improvingy 
de»gnate all around him. 

^^ While he toils for the public weal^ he sees the 
Qiarket*town expand into a great emporium, the un- 
cultivated wilderness and prairie put on the aspect of 
green fields, and bright villages teeming with life and 
enterprise ; and his noble plans of popular and moral 
education, borne upon the advancing current of imr 
provement The villager-school becomes a well-regu* 
lated and endowed academy; and the academy rises 
to a college. The little assemblies of Christian wor^ 
diipers, scattered over the face of the country, become 
numerous and flourishii^ congregations. 

^^ Of tliese useful improvements, which not only ele- 
vate sodety for the time, but carry down prosperity 
and intelligence, and contentment, and moral charac- 
ter, to succeeding generations, be becomes the author, 
or the generous patron. As such, he will be remem- 
bered. He will leave a more exalted name on the 
records of patriotism and philanthropy — an influence 
of wider extent and more potent energy, than could 
have resulted from similar devotion to the interests of 
society, in a country of established , order and matured 
institutions." 

,0n a subsequent page he adds ; - " Men sometimes 
talk of the expense involved in cultivating the liberal 
arts and sciences. And they are somewhat expensive. 
I admit that knowledge costs time and money. But 
what \( igiiorance^ in high places and low, were forced 
to bring in her account-current with the community 
— to proclaim in the ears of all the people, how many 
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dead losses she has occacnoned to societies and indivi- 
duals—the impracticable schemes she has devised — 
the wise ones she has rained —and the millions she has 
expended without profit 1 Would room be left, think 
youy for reflections on the expense of education 1 

^^ What if ^n too were to confess her fiendish depre- 
dations on human prosperity ? Let idleness and frand 
and intemperance, with their myriads of kindred vices, 
unroll to our view the grinding imposts which they 
lay upon this broad land, subjecting all, though not alt 
alike, to exactions without number. Let vice, I say, 
and ignorance, give us, in respect to this matter, the 
truihy the whole truths and nothing but the truth, and 
we should all agree, that the most profitable internal 
improvements which can bless this or any other land, 
are those which elevate die intellectual and moral con- 
dition of the people. Provide for the thorough educa- 
tion and instruction of the successive generations of 
our citizens, and they will be safely intrusted with the 
mighty interests of our country. I say o/'otir country. 
To all nations, probably, this is a phrase of deep 
interest and tender endearment Every Christian citi- 
zen certainly of every land feels its thrilling import 

'^ A Swiss or a Hollander, a French or an English 
patriot, may well think seriously of th{ land that gave 
him birth, and of the privileges he would transmit to 
the future generations of its citizens. He <k)es well in 
making the greatest sacrifices to secure to them a liberal 
government, a pure morality, and the free exercise of 
that religion that cometh down from heaven. But 
what is Switzerland, or Holland, or Britam, or France, in 
prospect, compared with this vast Confederacy of Sove- 
reign States ; or with this one valley, sweeping from 
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the Otilf of Mexico to the Northern Lakes, and from 
the AUeghanies to the bases of the Rocky Mountains 1 
What the numerous nations that occupy those coun- 
tries, compared with the clustering millions that must 
soon fill to overflowing the sublimest dwelling-place 
for earth's population on which the sun ever shone ? 

" Our Country ! Other lands are provinces. The 
world might afford to lose them. Humanity would 
weep indeed — would bleed at their amputation; but 
the wound would not be fatal while there should be 
hope remaining for our country. 

^^ Let me not be accused of dealing in empty de- 
clamation. The great valley that we inhabit contains 
ample space and fertility of soil, to sustain from two to 
three hundred millions of inhabitants. Our children of 
the second generation will see the half of that number 
spread over its immense regions, giving character to 
the United States, and roUmg an irresistible social and 
moral influence over the face of the whole earth. 

*' This is our country. It is certain that it involves 
greater interests in prospect, more solemn destinies to 
mankind, than were ever before, since the days of mir- 
acles, intrusted to the keeping of one nation. And 
yet I am persuaded, that the character of the next and 
every successive generation of our citizens, will be just 
what their intellectual, moral, and religious education 
shall make them. These are the circumstances which 
should thrill the bosom of every American citizen, when 
he thinks of his country. He should think, with fear 
and trembling, of the responsibilities devolved upon 
him, to contribute his portion of the elevating influences, 
which may give this nation an eminence in whatever 
is morally great and lovely; that shall make it the 
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glory at all lands. All this can, with the UessDg of 
Almighty Crod, be realssed. Providenee has placed 
the moral lever, fellow citizens ! in our hands. We hare 
but to put forth oor utmost end^Yor^ with our hearts 
lifted to him for .direction and success, and we i^all see 
the work go forward. Our institutions of freedom^ 
our high religious privileges, wkh the blesring that 
giveth life, will go down to posterity ; and the mighty 
hosts of educated and sanctifiied minds that successively 
rise and fill this new world, will proclaim us blessed. 
And the freed and renovated, nations will echo back 
the response, the whole world shall repeat, that we are 
ikssed. 

^ But this saUioie result can be secured nowhere on 
the globe save in tins valley ; and by no philanthro^ 
pists save our own educated children. Others may sod 
in the holy cause. The benevolence of msaiy lands 
may cast in its offerings of gold and ccmsecrated talent 
and fervent prayer to him, who holds in his hands the 
destiny of nations. But on the rising institutions of the 
West, Ob our own generous citizens and wise l^sla* 
tors and faidifiil teachers, is laid the burden of this 
great service. 

^'On you, young gentlemen! in common wijth our 
most enlightened youth, is a large measure of this re-> 
sponsibility devolved. The claim is on liigb. God 
grant that your last account may nobly answer to 
it; and to each of you ^ voiee, sweeter than of 
angels, may then be heard to say, — ^ Well done, good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of Ihy 
Lord>' We meet no more in the hall of instruction, 
perhaps not again in the sanctuary ; but I imdet you 
all, in the name of my beloved associates^ our most 
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affeetiohate wishes for jour prosperity and usefulness. 
Iterurnqae, jiwenes dilecti, valete^ valeteJ^ 

With this noble appeal to the young men of the 
West, he closed his public labors in the college. May 
it meet with a noble response from all those for whom 
he designed it. 

The season of recreation now commenced, when the 
wearied professor and student ordinarily seek relaxation 
from exhausting study, and renewed health for future 
toil. But such seasons Dr. Baldwin had never known. 
To him the vacation brought new and laborioiB duties, 
as be regarded them. In company with an agent of 
the college, we presently see him threading his way 
trough the wilderness and over the wide prairies of 
the North. On the third Sabbath of August he is seen 
discoursing of heaven to the people of La Fayette. 
On Tuesday he pr<}beeds up the Waba^, and at night 
is at Delphi : the next day finds him at Logansport, the 
following at Roche^er on the north; Friday leaves 
hhn at ** Our House," (so the sign says,) and on Satur- 
day evening he is at home in La Porte, " sitting,^' as he 
tells his '^ dearest" friend, ^^ in a nice little chamber 
appropriated to my use while I stay in town. As I 
opened the door of the house the lady exclaimed — ^ Is 
it possible ! it 's my dear pastor V "• It proved to be 
one of his spiritual children from New*York, who had 
married, and removed to that place with her husband. 

** I am requested," he adds, " to stay in La Porte 
over the Sabbath and preach. I expect also to comply 
with the invitation. The church here is old-school, but 
my reception has not been on that account the less cor- 
dial. I see a very beautiful country around me. The 
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town of La Porte is pleasantly situated, with half as 
many houses as Crawfordsville. 

" I expect to leave La Porte on Monday for Michi- 
gan-City ; thence to visit South-Bend, and thence turn 
our steps towards home. The next Sabhath may be 
spent in Rochester. 

*^ I cannot say whether the results of our visit to the 
▼illage will be much or little to the college. The peo- 
ple say, the times are most distressing. The wheat 
crop is mostly cut off by blight, and there is no money 
in the country.'* 

From South-Bend, on the 27th, he writes again : — 
" We arrived in this town two days since from Michi- 
gan-City. We remained there from Monday till Wed- 
nesday morning, and were treated with much hospi- 
tality. I preached once, and gave the citizens a talk 
on the subject of education. The distance from Mich- 
igan-City to this town is thirty-four miles. We rode 
the half of the way in the rain, but have experienced 
no serious iivconveniencefrom being wet South-Bend 
is a very pretty place, almost as large as Crawfords- 
ville,and somewhat better built. It stands, as you will 
see from the map, on the river St. Joseph, at the south- 
inmost point of its course. It is this last circumstance 
which gives the town the name of South-Bend. The 
town plot is beautiful. It lies alongside of the river, is 
elevated above it some forty feet, and of a dry soil, 
similar to Terre-Haute. The people appear to be intel- 
ligent and industrious, but, like those of La Porte, are 
pressed under the pecuniary embarrassment of the coun- 
try. The wheat-crop throughout this region, has failed 
alfloost entirely. Mr« B.^ the Presbyterian pastor, is 
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ack, with most of his family, of a remittent fever ; but 
the country in general is remarkably healthy. 

"The sickness of Mr. B., who is a friendly man, is 
not a little of a disappointment to me/as it will prevent 
my obtaining much access to his congregation. They 
are old-school. 

" Our calculation now is to leave here to-morrow 
morning; pass the Sabbath at Plymouth, and reach 
home on Friday. I am beginning to think of home as 
the very best place, and containing the best friends ! I 
try to think that you «re getting on prosperously in my 
absence. 

" We have reason to think that the journey will not 
be useless to the college, though little will be effected 
on behalf of the most needful thing, the funds of the 
institution." 

During this visit to the North of the State, he 
preached in season and out of season, and as opportu* 
nity offered, addressed the people on the blessings of 
Education. Arriving at home early in September, he 
shortly atler attended the meeting of the Presbytery, 30 
miles distant from Crawfordsville. Several times on 
this occasion he preached with his usual earnestness, 
and acceptableness. On the Sabbath, previous to the 
administration of the Lord's Supper, as the Presbytery 
were about to part, he preached from the words,-—" If 
the Son, therefore, shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed." 

In 1837, he had written to a friend — *• / am very 
likely to fall a sacrifice to the labors and anxidies of my 
preserd sUtcationP* He had now returned from his 
long and arduous tour in behalf of the college, and from 
the meeting of Presbytery, early in September, with the 
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appcMPMiceof eyfldlfnfr health. TohkfiuiDlyaiidfiieBds 
he remarked that he had nerer enjoyed better health 
in all his life. The process of ardimation seemed to 
have been completed, and his bodily v^oc confirmed. 
He had lumaelf probably fo^otten the a^rribension 
that he had expressed nearly three years b^Me. 

But on the 12th of Septeinber, it became a^iarent 
that the bilioos fever of the West had again AsCened 
itself upon his system* For some days the symptoms 
were rather favorable. Medicine appeared to have 
the denred effect The encouragement, however, was 
only transient Typhoid sjrmptoms succeeded, and con- 
tinued for several day^ and then in turn seemed to pass 
away. Hope was now high that he would recover. 
For some days he appeared to be convalescent 

But the disease had seriously affected his nervous 

system. After the first week he himself indalged but 

little hopes of his recovery. He seemed to be mtent 

upon arranging his temporal concams for the solemn 

exchange that he anticipated to be at hand. At first, in 

view of leaving the college-enterprise in its iniant 

state, and his own beloved family with so little provi- 

ffion for the future, he exparienced a severe conflict 

But his faith gained the victory, and he became deeply 

solemn. His mind could in no way be diverted from 

eternal thii^ He felt that be Imd done with earth, 

and his great question was>! — ^^ Is tber« a possibility of 

my being deceived with regard to my hope of sal- 
vation ?" 

During the greater part of his illness his mind was 
more or less deranged* £ven in bia moi^ lucid inter- 
vals, he often bore the appearance of superannuation. 
Of this be himself seemed to be conscipus, and, there- 
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fore, refrained the more fcom conversalion. His pow- 
ers oi utterance also failed him to such a degree that it 
was with difficulty, towards the close of his illness, that 
he could make known his common wants. 

When, however, his disease allowed it, he expressed 
the utmost resignation to the will of God, as well as 
faith in his Redeemer. The only fear that he mani* 
fested seemed to be, lest there might be some pride of 
heart remaining, of which he earnestly desired to be 
completely stripped. To the question — " Do you net 
hope to be able to pneach the gospel again V^ — he re- 
plied, in view of some fayorable symptoms of his dis- 
ease, " Oh ! yes ; it is the only thing worth living for." 
After that he became convinced that his recovery was 
not to be expected. He said (hi one occasion, — '^ My 
friends are doing all they can to raise me, but it cannot 
be P' It was uttered with as much calmness as though 
be had spoken of returning health. 

It was deemed best by bis physicians that the utmost 
quiet should be preserved in his chamber, that nothing 
might excite his nerves. Little therefore was said to 
him even when he was able to converse. Day after 
day, and night after night, his friends watched around 
him, with little or no converse about spiritual things. 
But though he spake not, for hours often, his meek and 
placid countenance was enough. The same heavenly 
smile with which he was accustpmed in health to greet 
a friend and even a stranger, played upon his features 
and told of a heart at peace. 

To a revered father in the ministry in answer to a ques- 
tion, he replied — ^^ I cannot talk much with you now, 
especially on the suligect of religion ; it exdtes me too 
much. Pray for me : I want peace — great peace ; I 
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am unworthy of it" And he wept aloud. When he 
spake of himselfy it was as of a pow sinner whose only 
hope was in the mercy of Grod through Jesus Christ. 
All his services, his labors, self-denials and sacrifices, for 
his Savior's sake, were nothing thought of in that hour. 

When any allusion was made to the separation from 
ttiose whom he so dearly loved, he would direct his 
weeping family to the promises of a coveBant-keeping 
Qod, and turn away to hide his deep emotion. On one 
occasion, being roused from a stapor of several hours, 
by the voice of weeping, and learning that his-mother- 
in-law was sobbing on his account, he exclaimed, — ^' Is 
it posaUe 1 The grace of Qod is sufficient for you, 
mother ! — and you have — I believe you have — ^it" To 
his dear companion he said — ^' God will take care of 
you — ^he will take care of you all." 

On Saturday, Oct. 10th, when Professor H. was 
standing by his bed*side, he expressed his strong con- 
viction that he was about to die. ^ And now, my dear 
brother !" he added, ^ the crisis has come ; I shall die ; 
and I wish to say to you and to the world — my trust is 
in Grod. I am a poor sinner. I am willing to be hum- 
bled before the Universe. My reliance is upon Christ 
alone." He then desired his friends, all of them, to 
unite in prayer for him. He survived for several days, 
but for the most part in a very unconscious state. The 
sympathies of the whole community had become most 
painfully awakened by his severe alHiction. Unceas- 
ing prayer was offered for his recovery, and hopes en- 
tertained almost throughout his sickness that a favora- 
ble change would yet take place. 

When, however, it became evident that he must die, 
the students of the college came to take their last look 
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of their beloved instructor. The scene was over* 
powering and indescribable. After he had lain for 
some time apparently unconscious, and his departure 
was looked«for, every moment, he suddenly revived, and 
with a cheerful smile recognized the friends that stood 
around him, calling them by name. He expressed to 
them that he had great peace of mind. When one 
asked — ^^ Have you any message for the students 1" — 
his reply was, — " TeU them to seekfrst the kingdom of 
God J my hearths desire and prayer to God is, that they 
may be saved.'^ With the exception of a single word 
in answer to a question, these were his ^^ last words." 
He gradually sunk away until Thursday, the 15th of 
October, when it pleased God to take him to himself. 
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ADDENDA. 



After the preceding pages had gone to the press, the compiler 
of this Memoir became ftcqaainted, for the first time, with two 
excellent poblications that were written by Mr. Baldwin for the 
American Sunday-School Union. The former is entitled, — " The 
FHve JlpprenliceSf'* and appears to have been wriiten and publish- 
ed in the year ISSJB. It is an admirable specimen of juvenile in- 
Btmction. In a very iiw and easy manner he represents two of 
these apprentices as holding several dialogues with each other, in 
the coarse of which, the one who is previously pious succeeds in 
indncing the other to forsake the company of his wicked com- 
rade, and become a decided Christian. The fate of the other 
three is presented in the course of these conversations in such a 
light as to show in vivid contrast the different ends of the saint 
and the sinner. It is an admirable book to put into the hands of 
young lads in our cities; and not less adapted to lead any javenile 
mind into a clear knowledge of the plan of salvation. 

The latter is called—" The Young Free-Thi/nker Reclaimed,*' 
and was written also for the Sunday-School Union. The design 
of the writer is to reclaim a youth of sixteen, who had become in- 
fected with the current infidelity of the last twenty years. By 
means of a dialogue between the youth and his former Sunday- 
School Teacher, he in a very sprightly and striking manner, first 
answers the common objections of infidels to the Bible, and then 
adduces the principal evidences of Christianity, in a style of 
language and argument eminently fitted to carry conviction to 
the youthful reader. It is questionable, indeed, whether this lit- 
tle book would not carry conviction to infidels of any age. They 
would find it difficult to obviate the bourse of illustration and de- 
monstration with which it abounds. It will doubtless be the 
means of saving many a youth from the error of his ways. 






